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Titanic Coat making trek from Cottage Grove to natlons capitol

By Caitlyn May

cmay @fgfﬁ’ltl}’lt’/ com

Marion Woolcott’s coat
had already made its way
across the sea on the Titanic
to New York before landing
in Cottage Grove. But earli-
er this year, it made another
journey.

The coat is currently on
loan from the Cottage Grove
Museum to the Nation-
al Geographic Museum in
Washington, D.C. as part of
the institution’s exhibit, “Ti-
tanic, the Untold Story”

“We were told the coat was
a main item,” said Cottage
Grove Museum board mem-
ber Mary Jo O’Fallon who
made the trip to D.C. with
fellow board members and
volunteers Becky Venice,
Cathy Bellavita and Tara Sue
Hughart.

When Woolcott landed in
New York in 1912 as a Titan-
ic survivor, she had already
sent a letter home to her par-
ents detailing the events of
the catastrophe that would
catapult its way through his-
tory, to the big screen and
settle in the imagination of a
generation.

What made Woolcott’s
voyage on the doomed ship
unique wasn’t the journey,
but the destination. She
wasn't headed for California
or an extended stay in New
York like the majority of the
passengers.

She was headed for a small
town in the Willamette Val-
ley to join her future hus-
band Arthur where they
would eventually buy an or-
chard, have children and be
buried. But not before find-
ing a bit of local celebrity
and subsequently, handing
down history.

In the middle of the Cot-
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Local museum board members and volunteers Cathy Bellavitta, Tara Sue Hughart, Mary Jo O'Fallon and Becky Venice traveled to D.C. to see a Cottage
Grove Titanic artifact displayed at the National Geographic Museum.

tage Grove Museum there’s
an empty glass case that
usually houses the coat Irish
tourists and movie-watch-
ing children come to see. It’s
the coat Woolcott wrote of
in letters home as she made
the journey from the sink-
ing Titanic to New York. It’s
the coat she had in her pos-
session when she landed on
dry land again and the coat
she passed on to her sons
and eventually, the Cottage
Grove Museum.

“When her sons went to
war, she cut pieces from the
coat and wrapped bibles in
them,” said Bellavitta previ-
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ously told The Sentinel. All
three sons made it home but
the bibles have never been
found and in 1967, Wool-
cott’s oldest son, John, do-
nated the coat to the muse-
um.

The evidence left behind
on the coat from where
Woolcott cut scraps to save
her sons is a big draw in
D.C., according to the local
group that made the trip. So,
is the coat itself.

“On the metro, on the way
to the hotel, we looked over
and there’s a couple with
the catalog for the exhibit,
Bellavitta said. The groups

struck up a conversation
and soon the couple realized
Bellavitta and company had
traveled to see their home-
town exhibit. “They said,
‘Oh, are you from Cottage
Grove?”

The exhibit, on display
through Jan. 1, was devel-
oped through a collabora-
tion between the National
Archives and the Ronald
Regan Presidential Library.
In addition to the Wool-
cott coat, it also includes an
8,000-pound module that
famed explorer Robert Bal-
lard used to survey the Ti-
tanic on the ocean floor.

The coat is expected to to be displayed, the museum

make its way back to Cot-
tage Grove in January. In ex-
change for allowing the coat

will receive a new dress form
and case to house the coat
when it returns home.
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4 If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about
$1a day*

o] Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

¥ NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits
you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-599-0125

www.dental50plus.com/25
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Insurance Policy P150(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: PWEUTN) 6096C

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

cept uaranteed for one insurance policy/eertificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
it this insurance solicitation. Thi sspec fic offer is not available in CO, NY; caIH -800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q);
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¥ No wait for preventive care and no deductibles
- you could get a checkup tomorrow

¥ Coverage for over 350 procedures including
cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns...even dentures
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NEW: Digital X-Rays (use less radiation)

Implants -Teeth Whitening - Extractlons o
Lumineers (no prep veneers as seenon V)

Cottage Grove Dental

Dr. Brent Bitner, DDS
350 Washington, Cottage Grove (behind Better Bodies)
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Over 30 years of experience

" For Fall Interior Painting
Now is a good time to schedule for

b Spring and Summer 2019 exterior repaints

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do small remodels,
home repairs and decks!

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

-735-0089

epair L
Schedule Now

Get ahead of the crowd!

ccb#217560

We’ll make sure your system is running effectively and efficiently. Call for
details and an appointment today, and beat the winter rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates ¢ All Work Guaranteed

JAMES

EATING & 6l

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

www.jamesheating.com

115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396

Bus. (541) 461-2101 # Fax: (541) 686-4

* Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Fall Heating
Tune-Up
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CONDITIONIN
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LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS
Open 7 days a week!

7919 N.River Road

541-942-4664

U-HAUL
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Within the Cottage Grove ‘w:‘@/

city limits - only $3.00

HealthMart.

PHARMACY

RETAIL &
COMPOUNDED
PRESCRIPTIONS

PET MEDS

“‘Customers Are Our
Priority - Service Is

Our Passion”

IMMUNIZATIONS
FAST & FRIENDLY
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SAVINGS
GIFT

Creswell
Health Mart
PHARMACY

SHOP

Creswell Health 1
Mart Pharmacy

20

Take 20% off any single
| regular priced gift item

L EXPIRES ON 11/20/2018 |

175 E. Oregon Ave., Creswell ® 541-895-2413
www.oregonhealthmart.com

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT
BEGINS OCTOBER 15TH

é Do you need to Review next years choice? g’

541-517-7362

Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent
coveraged4oregon@gmail.com

Call Paul to
help simplify %
the complicated.

Transmisscons Plus &

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

PRACTICING THE ART OF TRANSMISSION REPAIR SERVICE SINCE 1991

Manual & Automatic
Transmission Repair
Tune ups

30-60-90K Services

Brakes, belts, hoses and
cooling system services
Mufflers & Custom Exhaust
All makes and models.

MAINTAINING YOUR VEHICLE AFFORDABLY

WE LIVE IN THE SAME TOWN WE WORK IN
“WE MAKE SHIFT HAPPEN!”

www.automotivespecialties.biz

DUSTIN TULLAR & RUSS OWENS
541-942-8022 « COTTAGE GROVE




