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HOMESTEAD FURNITURE
is this Week’s Panel Winner

Dave Rennert
is this week’s READER winner!

WIN $20 EVERY WEEK
W i t h  t h e  F o o t b a l l  C o n t e s t

F i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  b e l o w  f o r  y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  w i n n e r s .  T h e  T I E - B R E A K E R  g a m e  i s  t h e  S u n d a y  n i g h t  g a m e .  

G u e s s  t h e  t o t a l  p o i n t s  o f  t h i s  g a m e .   I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  t i e - b r e a k e r  t i e ,  t h e  w i n n e r  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d 

b y  a  d r a w i n g .  E n t r i e s  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  F r i d a y ,  5  p m  a t  t h e  C o t t a g e  G r o v e  S e n t i n e l ,  1 1 6  N .  6 t h 

S t r e e t ,  ( P . O .  B o x  3 5 ) ,  C o t t a g e  G r o v e ,  O r e g o n  9 7 4 2 4 .   M a i l e d  e n t r i e s  m u s t  b e  p o s t m a r k e d  b y  F r i d a y .  

E m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  C o t t a g e  G r o v e  S e n t i n e l  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  w i n .   I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f 

m u l t i p l e  w i n n e r s ,  f i n a l  w e e k l y  w i n n e r  w i l l  b e  d r a w n  a t  r a n d o m  f r o m  p r e l i m i n a r y  w i n n e r s .

A T T E N T I O N :  T i e b r e a k i n g  P r o c e s s  -  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  t i e - b r e a k e r  g a m e  w i l l  b e  j u d g e d  o n  t o t a l 

p o i n t s  O N L Y .   P l e a s e  e s t i m a t e  t h e  t o t a l  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  t i e - b r e a k e r  g a m e .

O n e  e n t r y  p e r  f a m i l y .

BEAT THE PICKERS PANEL

FOOTBALL CONTEST
CIRCLE YOUR PICKS

JUNCTION CITY AT COTTAGE GROVE

LOWELL AT NORTH DOUGLAS

OAKRIDGE AT YONCALLA

MAPLETON AT ELKTON

OREGON AT WASHINGTON STATE

CALIFORNIA AT OREGON STATE

TENNESSEE AT LA CHARGERS

NEW ENGLAND AT CHICAGO

BUFFALO AT INDIANAPOLIS

HOUSTON AT JACKSONVILLE

CINCINNATI AT KANSAS CITY

DETROIT AT MIAMI

MINNESOTA AT NY JETS

TIEBREAKER:
CLEVELAND AT TAMPA BAY

Total Points for the Sunday Night Game:__________

N a m e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A d d r e s s :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P h o n e  N u m b e r :  

Cottage Grove

North Douglas

Yoncalla

Elkton

Oregon

Oregon State

LA Chargers

New England

Buffalo

Houston

Kansas City

Miami

Minnesota

Tie-Breaker:44

116 N. 6th

Cottage Grove, OR

(541) 942-3325

Sentinel
Cottage Grove

GARY  This Week Stats: 9-4  Season Stats: 46-22

Cottage Grove

North Douglas

Oakridge

Mapleton

Oregon

California

Tennessee

New England

Indianapolis

Jacksonville

Kansas City

Miami

Minnesota

Tie-Breaker:39

Homestead

Furniture
Family Owned 

for 40 years

615 Main Street

541-942-8711

YOSHINO   This Week Stats: 10-3 Season Stats: 53-25
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Oakridge
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Oregon
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Detroit

NY Jets

Tie-Breaker:44

 HORNERS  INC.
 FOREST & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

 79132 Hwy. 99 North
 Cottage Grove   942-5781541-

NIC   This Week Stats: 9-4 Season Stats: 52-26

Cottage Grove

North Douglas

Yoncalla

Elkton

Oregon

Oregon State

LA Chargers

Chicago

Buffalo

Jacksonville

Kansas City

Detroit

NY Jets

Tie-Breaker:42

     

(541) 942-2551

LARRY  This Week Stats: 9-4 Season Stats: 43-35

Cottage Grove

Lowell

Oakridge

Elkton

Oregon

California

Tennessee

New England

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville

Kansas City

Miami

Minnesota

Tie-Breaker:46

2775 Row River Road
541 942-4415

www.bradschevy.com

A Brad’s Buy is a
Better Buy, with 
acres of vehicles
to choose from!

LUANN   This Week Stats: 7-6  Season Stats: 49-29

Y O U  C A N  P L A Y  A N D  W I N !

SEND IN YOUR

PICKS BY 

FRIDAY

5 PM

tage Grove seventh and eighth 
grade football players, Erick 
and Dylan were put on separate 
teams by their coaches. In the 
final minutes of the contest, Er-
ick’s team had a one-point lead 
but Dylan’s team was putting to-
gether a drive when – somehow 
– Dylan suffered an injury.

“I was like on the ground, 
and I went to get up and then,” 
Dylan says adding the sound of 
a hand getting stepped on with 
cleats “right on my hand. And it 
like started to bleed.”

“I remember going in, sacking 
Dylan or something and getting 
up and stepping on his hand on 
accident. It was on accident I 
promise,” said Erick with a brief 
pause and a slight grin. “It, uh, 
actually wasn’t on accident.”

Despite pleas from Dylan that 
this act was done on purpose, he 
was sidelined with an injury to 
his throwing hand and Erick’s 
team was able to secure a victo-
ry. After some brief tension be-
tween the friends, they moved 
forward and have been on the 
same side of the field in games 
ever since. But their next chal-
lenge was their biggest yet: high 
school football.

“Probably the biggest thing I 
remember about them, and the 
memory is similar for both of 
them – man, if these kids can 
get taller because they are both 
vertically challenged… they’d 
be really good because they are 
really good athletes,” said Cot-
tage Grove football head coach 
Gary Roberts. “That was my first 
memory of both of them is just 
that they were tiny little guys.”

Dylan entered high school 
around 5-foot-4 and pushing 
100 pounds on a good day while 
Erick walked through the doors 
of CGHS at nearly 5-foot-3. 
Feeling like they were swim-
ming in their football pads, the 
pair – that eventually grew to 
5-foot-10 and 5-foot-6 respec-
tively – prepared to be varsity 
athletes. 

After being the only fresh-
men to attend football camp in 
their first year, both players took 
meaningful strides during their 

sophomore seasons to become 
the impactful players that they 
are today. For Erick that came 
by earning a starting role. 

“Coach Marty Johnson, said, 
‘Hey, I think you can play a big 
role on our team this year.’ …
And by big role, I thought he 
just meant special teams, play 
a little bit of kicker,” said Erick. 
“But then our first scrimmage 
came and he was like, Giffen, 
you’re starting at slot. And I just 
remember my eyes lighting up 
and I was so excited to get in.”

Erick scored in that first jam-
boree game – despite running 
the wrong route – and contin-
ued to find the end zone in the 
regular season including a game 
with three touchdowns.

“I just remember Dylan on 
the sidelines and like all my 
friends on the sidelines, all my 
young friends because I was 
the only sophomore (playing). 
I just remember all of them, ev-
ery time I scored like pushing 
me and hyping me up and I just 
remember the crowd noise and 
stuff and I just thought it was 
the coolest thing in the world to 
play varsity football,” said Erick. 
“It was crazy.”

The Lions rolled through the 
season with the lone loss com-
ing to North Bend in the State 
Championship. Along the way 
Erick was named as an honor-

able mention defensive back 
and slot receiver in addition to 
second team kicker in league.

Dylan was sidelined for the 
season with academic ineli-
gibility but was preparing for 
his opportunity. Showing up 
at practice every day as a slot 
wide receiver, he received some 
shocking news when starting se-
nior quarterback Blake Sentman 
informed him that he would be 
taking over as quarterback the 
next season. 

“I was like, ‘What? There’s no 
way, you’re messing with me.’ 
And then I kind of felt pressure 
on myself,” said Dylan. “A lot 
was in my head. It was like ‘Oh, 
you better step up your game.’”

When he confirmed that this 
was not just a mean joke, Dylan, 
with Erick at his side, got ready 
for the upcoming season. With 
a talented team coming back for 
their junior year with the expec-
tation of competing for a state 
championship, it was, indeed, 
time to step up.

“He didn’t even play quarter-
back and now we’re like, okay, 
well now this kid is going to 
have to, trial by fire, as they say,” 
said head coach Roberts. “You 
know, learn how to do this on 
the fly. And he did a good job.”

With a heart-to-heart conver-
sation with assistant coach Jor-
dan Johnson and a pair of first 

team all-state wide receivers to 
throw to in Jacob Woods and 
Hayden Glenn – in addition to 
honorable mention receiver Er-
ick – Dylan was able to get the 
job done as the Lions went on 
to win state and he was named 
first-team all-state quarterback. 

After soaking in the success 
of winning the school’s first 
football title, it was back to work 
for Dylan and Erick. The lone 
returning starters on the team, 
they were getting the attention 
coming in, and throughout, the 
season. 

“We had good seasons last 
year but we were going to have 
to step it up to have a good sea-
son this year. And I just remem-
ber all the people like around 
the community that would talk 
to us and just telling us how 
we’re going to be terrible next 
year,” said Erick. “And how me 
and Dylan are like all we have. 
Me and Dylan are going to do 
good this year but our team will 
be terrible and I just remember 
wanting to prove them wrong.”

After having a wealth of talent 
and dominating each and every 
game last season, this year has 
indeed been different. The Lions 
have been tested. In week one it 
was a heroic comeback victory 
but in week three it was a come-
back that came up just short. It 
was three consecutive losses to 

finish September before a pair 
of blowout victories in the last 
two weeks. But through it all, 
Dylan and Erick have relied on 
each other.

“Me and Dylan are definitely 
the tightest out of any duo in the 
state,” said Erick. “I just feel like 
I could trust Dylan in any situa-
tion whether it be fourth and 20 
or 3rd and 1, I can trust Dylan’s 
abilities and I feel he trusts my 
abilities to do whatever it takes 
whether it be on offense, defense 
or special teams.”

It hasn’t been an easy season 
and while a cast of characters 
across the team has stepped up 
to help the team get to their 
4-3 record, at the core it comes 
down to number three and 
number four out on the field. 

“We talked to them about how 
fair or unfair, you are the two 
main guys that played a bunch 
last year and target is going to 
be on your back,” said Roberts. 
“You’re going to have to make 
plays for us to be successful. 
The games that we’ve been suc-
cessful in, they’ve done a pretty 
good job at making plays and 
we’ve had a couple of hiccups 
here that we probably needed 
them to make some more and 
they didn’t. But overall, they’ve 
done a good job.”

With one final game to play 
in the regular season, the Lions, 

who just have to beat a winless 
Junction City team that has giv-
en up at least 49 points in each 
of last five games, have all but 
guaranteed a spot back in the 
playoffs.

And while the end of this Cot-
tage Grove season looms in the 
distance, it may not be the end 
for Dylan and Erick playing to-
gether on a football field. With 
aspirations to play together at a 
small college, possibly George 
Fox, the pair of friends continue 
to have their sights set on more.

Whatever they do, now or in 
the future – Erick wants to be an 
athletic trainer and Dylan a po-
lice officer – they plan on always 
having the other one near them 
or just a call, or text or Face-
Time, away. Their friendship 
was forged in the fires of middle 
school and solidified every day 
for the past five years. They have 
their friendship now, and in 
their eyes, maybe forever. 

But before forever comes Fri-
day night. 

Senior night: a night of cele-
bratory posters, heartfelt Insta 
captions and maybe some tears. 
It’s when the “lasts” that accom-
pany senior year start to become 
a reality. 

“It’s going to be emotional,” 
said Erick. “It’s going to be a 
weird feeling. It’s just crazy.”

Fall Heating 
Tune-Up

Only 
$99*

We’ll make sure your system is running effectively and effi ciently. Call for 

details and an appointment today, and beat the winter rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates • All Work Guaranteed

* Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Backer DDS

Birch Avenue Dental

CG Physical Therapy

Chvatal Orthodontics

Cetera Financial

Coast Fork

Emerald Fitness Club

Dave’s Place

D&D Auto 

Grocery Outlet

Jims Point S Tire Factory

NW Community Credit

Oregon West RV 

Patriot Mortgage

SL Fire and Rescue

South Valley Athletics

Starfire Lumber

State Farm

Village Green

Williams & MathisCottage Grove Garbage Service

LIONS  from B1


