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BRADS CHEVY
is this Week’s Panel Winner

Robert Ward
is this week’s READER winner!

WIN $20 EVERY WEEK
W i t h  t h e  F o o t b a l l  C o n t e s t

F i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  b e l o w  f o r  y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  w i n n e r s .  T h e  T I E - B R E A K E R  g a m e  i s  t h e  S u n d a y  n i g h t  g a m e .  

G u e s s  t h e  t o t a l  p o i n t s  o f  t h i s  g a m e .   I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  t i e - b r e a k e r  t i e ,  t h e  w i n n e r  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d 

b y  a  d r a w i n g .  E n t r i e s  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  F r i d a y ,  5  p m  a t  t h e  C o t t a g e  G r o v e  S e n t i n e l ,  1 1 6  N .  6 t h 

S t r e e t ,  ( P . O .  B o x  3 5 ) ,  C o t t a g e  G r o v e ,  O r e g o n  9 7 4 2 4 .   M a i l e d  e n t r i e s  m u s t  b e  p o s t m a r k e d  b y  F r i d a y .  

E m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  C o t t a g e  G r o v e  S e n t i n e l  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  w i n .   I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f 

m u l t i p l e  w i n n e r s ,  f i n a l  w e e k l y  w i n n e r  w i l l  b e  d r a w n  a t  r a n d o m  f r o m  p r e l i m i n a r y  w i n n e r s .

A T T E N T I O N :  T i e b r e a k i n g  P r o c e s s  -  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  t i e - b r e a k e r  g a m e  w i l l  b e  j u d g e d  o n  t o t a l 

p o i n t s  O N L Y .   P l e a s e  e s t i m a t e  t h e  t o t a l  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  t i e - b r e a k e r  g a m e .

O n e  e n t r y  p e r  f a m i l y .

BEAT THE PICKERS PANEL

FOOTBALL CONTEST
CIRCLE YOUR PICKS

Junction city at cottage grove

LoweLL at north DougLas

oakriDge at yoncaLLa

MapLeton at eLkton

oregon at washington state

caLifornia at oregon state

tennessee at La chargers

new engLanD at chicago

BuffaLo at inDianapoLis

houston at JacksonviLLe

cincinnati at kansas city

Detroit at MiaMi

Minnesota at ny Jets

tieBreaker:

La raMs at san francisco

Total Points for the Sunday Night Game:__________

N a m e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A d d r e s s :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P h o n e  N u m b e r :  

Cottage Grove

Mapleton

Elkton

Washington

Atlanta

Pittsburgh

Cleveland

Buffalo

Chicago

Minnesota

NY Jets

Seattle

Washington

Tie-Breaker:48

116 N. 6th

Cottage Grove, OR

(541) 942-3325

Sentinel
Cottage Grove

ANDY  This Week Stats: 6-7  Season Stats: 37-18

Cottage Grove

North Douglas

Yoncalla

Oregon

Atlanta

Pittsburgh

LA Chargers

Houston

Miami

Minnesota

Indianapolis

Seattle

Carolina

Tie-Breaker:55

Homestead

Furniture
Family Owned 

for 40 years

615 Main Street

541-942-8711

LARRY   This Week Stats: 9-4 Season Stats:43-22

Cottage Grove

Mapleton

Elkton

Oregon

Atlanta

Pittsburgh

LA Chargers

Houston

Chicago

Minnesota

Indianapolis

Seattle

Carolina

Tie-Breaker:38

 HORNERS  INC.
 FOREST & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

 79132 Hwy. 99 North
 Cottage Grove   942-5781541-

NIC   This Week Stats: 10-3 Season Stats: 43-22

Cottage Grove

North Douglas

Elkton

Oregon 

Atlanta

Pittsburgh

Cleveland

Houston

Miami

Minnesota

Indianapolis

Oakland

Carolina

Tie-Breaker:49

Main฀&฀Hwy฀99฀•฀Cottage฀Grove

(541) 942-2551

LARRY  This Week Stats: 9-4 Season Stats: 34-31

Phoenix

Mapleton

Elkton

Oregon

Atlanta

Cincinnati

Cleveland

Houston

Chicago

Minnesota

Indianapolis

Seattle

Washington

Tie-Breaker:49

2775 Row River Road
541 942-4415

www.bradschevy.com

A Brad’s Buy is a
Better Buy, with 
acres of vehicles
to choose from!

LUANN   This Week Stats: 8-5  Season Stats: 42-23

Y O U  C A N  P L A Y  A N D  W I N !

SEND IN YOUR

PICKS BY 

FRIDAY

5 PM

The last time the Elkton seniors found a high 
level of success on the football field was 

during their eighth-grade year. Nearly the same 
group that is on today’s high school team compet-
ed on that middle school team.

The year started with a coaching change. Mike 
Hughes, an education administrator and former 
football and wrestling coach who prides himself 
on conditioning his teams, took charge. Having 
never coached eight-man, he had to overcome a 
steep learning curve in addition to finding a way 
to reach his team.

“They had got to the point where, in my opin-
ion, they thought they couldn’t win. You know, 
they had just got to that point. It had nothing to do 
with the previous coach or anything like that, it’s 
just, they had just got stuck in this rut,” Hughes, 
now 69, reflected.

After getting this middle school team into the 
weight room and in shape, they were ready for the 
upcoming season. They were ready for their first 
game. Their first test.

Ready until the day of the game came and 
proved otherwise.

“Our first game was against North Douglas and 
we just got hammered. And I thought I had them 
mentally and physically prepared. I didn’t. So I 
apologized to them. And I said, ‘I promise you 
this is never going to happen to you on my watch 
again,’” said Hughes.

While the Elkton team complained, both then 
and now, about a North Douglas player being over 
the weight limit in the game, it was the team from 
down the road in Drain getting the best of them.

Hughes stayed true to his word and the team 
turned the season around and didn’t lose another 

game the rest of the way. They beat teams that had 
previously walked over them by over 40 points 
and for the first time on the field, they were win-
ning.

“Their confidence was there, they started be-
lieving in themselves and they believed in the sys-
tem,” said Hughes. 

Hughes became a believer in this group. So 
much so that when the team asked him to coach 
them at the high school, he agreed and ended up 
switching with a high school coach who was look-
ing to coach middle school.

In those first years at Elkton High School for 
both the group of once successful eighth grad-
ers and Hughes, the group took their collective 
knocks. Two wins their freshmen season was 
paired with three wins their sophomore year. In 
the second season, they lowered the amount of 
40-point losses to three games. 

“It was exciting because we had a young group 
that was all in and wanted to get better. It was frus-
trating because opposed to playing a JV schedule 
where you knew they would have some success we 
were going to play a schedule where we were play-
ing seniors and that wasn’t going to bring us a lot 
of success," said Elkton head coach Bill Shaw.

Under the surface and through the pool of loss-
es, there was a genuine feeling that this group, this 
resilient group, still could be something special. 

“Obviously, we weren’t that great but we still 
knew that if we worked on playing together and 
sticking with each other that later on as we be-
came seniors and juniors that we would be pretty 
good,” said senior Jaydn Woody. 

To know about this current Elkton football 
team, and the eight seniors who are at the 

core of the roster, is to know about that they gen-
uinely care about each other. Having been around 
each other their entire lives, they have created 

bonds deeper than football. 
“If it wasn’t for these guys, I wouldn’t be here. 

I grew up with them. Born and raised with them 
from kindergarten all the way up,” said senior 
Russell about what kept him coming back each 
season.

In any time spent around this group, it is easy to 
see this is the case. In interviews all of the seniors 
talked about the familial nature of this team. They 
laugh with each other and then they laugh at each 
other. They make inappropriate jokes, they swear 
and they drive their coaches crazy.

“This group of kids is a pretty wild group of 
kids. They’ve been wild since they were in elemen-
tary school,” said Shaw. “They are a handful.”

There is a feeling that with this team, even if 
they were not all at football practice with each 
other, they would most certainly be hanging out 
in some other capacity. 

“We all have fun on the weekends fishing and 
stuff,” said senior Austin Luzier. “We’re all best 
friends you know and we fight and then next min-
ute we’re best friends but we all work really good 
as a team.”

For the coaches, they see this togetherness 
manifest on the field in the form of accountabili-
ty. After a blown coverage in practice, the defense 
turned not to the coaches or to push blame on one 
another but to have a conversation about what 
went wrong and how to fix it. On the offensive side 
of the ball, they know that the team feels comfort-
able changing the play-call on the field if they see 
something that they think will work better. And 
they trust them to do it. 

The coaches also like to give them a hard time.
“I tease the seniors about next year’s team is go-

ing to be a more cerebral group. I gave them that 
the other day and they couldn’t decide if I was 
talking about breakfast cereal or I was making fun 
of them,” said Shaw.

“There was this blank look and I’m going, ‘Dear 
god, how are we winning?’” added Hughes. 

But despite blank looks and barbs traded be-
tween one another, it is clear that this group of 
players have developed deep bonds. 

“They’re the kind of kids that they don’t have 
all the money in the world. They have not had all 
the privileges a lot of people have. They’ve been 
questioned about their ability to succeed and… on 
the football field there have been two adults that 
have been telling them constantly that we love ya. 
Sometimes we would like to smack the living snot 
out of you,” said Hughes. “They’re these kids that 
they come along once every now and then. And 
it’s like they’re overachieving now. Not just on the 
field but in the classroom, outside the classroom, 
they are overachieving.”

Last year, the Elkton football team went 7-2. 
In their wins, they ran away with games and 

were now on the other end of blowouts. Three 
times they won by at least 60 points. They had 
their first winning season since 2013, finished the 
season ranked #8 in 1A and hosted a playoff game 

for the first time since the early '90s.
But they hit some bumps in the road along the 

way. Both losses were blowouts (52-6 and 44-6) 
that saw the other team dominate in the first half. 
While the Elks became deer in headlights in their 
losses, the coaches still saw positives to take away 
in those contests. With a bad taste in their mouth 
from a playoff loss to Wallowa, Elkton came in to 
this year wanting another chance at success and 
the playoffs.

“A light flipped on for them. And that was their 
first winning season in high school,” said Hughes. 
“So this year, we’ve been preaching, this is your 
time, this is your year.”

To start the season, the team was a force that 
could not be reckoned with. The Elks won their 
first three games by a combined score of 186-8. 
But then their first real test came in the form of 
a familiar foe: North Douglas. With the Warriors 
and Elks now in the same league, the teams met 
for the first time since the 72-0 loss in the seniors’ 
freshmen year.

“I remember losing to them… that’s always 
been in the back of my head. So I’ve always want-
ed to play them again since eighth grade year to 
get our revenge,” said Russell. “Being out there out 
on that same field where we lost eighth grade year 
just brought back so many memories. And with 
the same guys, too. It was awesome. That energy 
on that field is just amazing.”

In a dramatic come from behind fourth quarter 
victory, Elkton got their revenge and pulled out a 
16-12 victory. The lowest scoring 1A game of the 
year.

“It’s just something we always wanted to do be-
fore we graduate. My class in general, we always 
wanted to beat Drain before we graduated. That’s 
just on the bucket list and we pulled it off in our 
last year,” said Billman. 

The following week the Elks stumbled at home 
against Lowell 38-28 before rebounding last Fri-
day with a 48-22 win over Oakridge. With the loss, 
the team dropped from their lofty ranking of #2 
and have fallen to #13 according to OSAA and sit 
at #7 in the coaches’ poll. But regardless of what 
any ranking system, this team has tasted a dose 
of winning and don’t want to stop anytime soon. 

“I think that all of us seniors have had a beating. 
And we know that if we put our hard work in like 
we have over the last four years and we know we 
can take it all. We just need to work together,” said 
Moore. 

But for the coaches, and especially Hughes, they 
believe that this team has already done something 
special.

“I’ve told the kids this…‘I want you to set your 
standards so high that even if you don’t achieve 
that, whatever you do achieve is going to be out-
standing.’ So we set the state title, if we get it, god 
bless us,” said Hughes. “If we don’t, whatever we 
do get is great. Because right now, it’s a hell of a 
year. A hell of a ride.”

SUCCESS  from B1

Backer DDS

Birch Avenue Dental

CG Physical Therapy

Chvatal Orthodontics

Cetera Financial

Coast Fork

Emerald Fitness Club

Dave’s Place

D&D Auto 

Grocery Outlet

Jims Point S Tire Factory

NW Community Credit

Oregon West RV 

Patriot Mortgage

SL Fire and Rescue

South Valley Athletics

Starfire Lumber

State Farm

Village Green

Williams & MathisCottage Grove Garbage Service


