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Ana Maria Dudley told 

them she couldn’t do it. 

She couldn’t stand in front 

of a crowd made up of teach-

ers, school administrators 

and community supporters 

and talk about how thrilled 

she was to have a new, per-

manent home for the family 

resource center in Cottage 

Grove. 

Th ere was no way. 

But on Th ursday, Sept. 20, 

shielding her eyes from the 

sun, with tears on her voice, 

she took to the podium and 

thanked her friend Peggy. 

“I remember 28 years ago 

when Peggy came to us with 

this idea,” said Sherry-Duerst 

Higgins, the longest-serving 

member currently seated 

on the South Lane School 

Board. “We supported it and 

I remember when the fi rst 

classes were held at the dis-

trict offi  ce.”

Th ose classes — parent-

ing classes, early childhood 

classes, teen parenting 

classes — were part of what 

became Peggy’s Primary 

Connection, a gem in the 

South Lane School District 

that worked to establish 

early ties to community 

and provide a resource for 

parents and children. 

And until this year, it was 

doing it without a home of 

its own. 

Peggy’s Primary Connec-

tion moved out of the dis-

trict offi  ces but managed to 

ping-pong around the dis-

trict and, according to sev-

eral speakers on Th ursday, 

never knew where it would 

land next. 

In 2016, voters approved 

a $35 million bond for up-

graded security and tech-

nology around the school 

district as well as the con-

struction of a new elemen-

tary school, a revamp of 

the community pool and a 

permanent home for the dis-

trict’s early learning center. 

Th e new building provides 

offi  ces for staff , an outdoor 

playground and more space 

for programs and services 

including parent education, 

early education, HeadStart, 

homework help, jobs pro-

grams, second-language ad-

vocacy, childcare and health 

insurance and medical care. 

“Peggy’s Primary Con-

nection is not just a place,” 

said Jackie Lester, the P-20 

outreach coordinator based 

at the new center. “It’s a con-

cept that we take out into the 

community. We meet them 

where they are.” 

It was a sentiment echoed 

throughout the day with 

several community partners 

attending the ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony and one word 

fl oating out from the chatter 

just prior to the grand open-

ing: “Happy.” 

“We’re so happy for you.”

“Th e kids will be so hap-

py.”

“I’m so happy this is hap-

pening.”

And despite her tears and 

halting speech stopped now 

and then by emotion, Dud-

ley was happy too. She talked 

about Lintula, who passed 

away in 2016 and her dedi-

cation to early education. 

She talked about how they 

worked together for more 

than a decade and how Lin-

tula had seen the plans for 

the new center just prior to 

her passing. 

“Today,” Dudley said, 

“Peggy’s dream is now a re-

ality.” 
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EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).
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Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 • 50X faster than DSL!!** • High speed with fiber optic technology

• Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!
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Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*
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Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 • Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps • Available everywhere

• Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)
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Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
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Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles 
– you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
www.dental50plus.com/25
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Clean Burn Wood Pellets

Stock up before they’re gone!
WE

DELIVER!

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!

7919 N. River Road

541-942-4664

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-6:00pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am-4pm
118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) • 541-942-7377

 PRICES VALID SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH THRU SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH, 2018

Peggy’s Primary Connection gets permanent home

CAITLYN MAY/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

Members of the community were on hand for the offi  cial ribbon cutting to Early Learning Center on Sept. 20. The program 

provides resources for parents and children in  the South Lane School District.

By Caitlyn May
cmay@cgsentinel.com


