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SALEM — Th ree Oregon 
Department of Forestry fi re 
protection districts from the 
mid-coast through the south-
ern Willamette Valley to the 
crest of the Cascades entered 
fi re season on Th ursday, June 
21. ODF-protected lands cov-
ered by the declaration include 
state, private, county, and city 
forestland, as well as Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) for-

estlands in western Oregon.
Th e West Oregon, Western 

Lane and South Cascade dis-
tricts protect lands in Benton, 
Lane, Lincoln, Polk, southern 
Linn County and a portion of 
northwest Douglas County.

An unusually dry May and 
early June prompted the decla-
rations.

“We’ve received a couple 
shots of rain recently, but that 

doesn’t make up for the dry 
spring we’ve experienced this 
year. Th e result is that we are 
a couple weeks ahead of where 
we traditionally are regarding 
fuel moistures and fi re con-
di-tions in the forest,” said 
Western Lane District Forester 
Link Smith.

Chris Cline is district for-
ester for ODF’s South Cascade 
District based in Springfi eld. 
He said fuel moistures in east-
ern Lane and southern Linn 
counties are already similar to 
what they historically would 
be for the beginning of July. 
“As of June 20, more than 200 

wildfi res were reported on 
ODF-protected lands through-
out Oregon. Th ese burned 
just over 200 acres. More than 
80 percent of those fi res were 
caused by people. In light of 
those numbers, West Oregon 
District Forester Mike Totey 
said, “Most wildfi res at this 
time of year are triggered by 
people, so they are almost en-
tirely pre-ventable with some 
foresight." 

To fi nd out what restrictions 
are in place at any given loca-
tion, visit www.oregon.gov/
ODF/Fire/Pages/Restrictions.
aspx.

Chamber, Paktech team up to help 

Whitsell Mill owner with offi  ce space 

When Cottage Grove Area 
Chamber of Commerce Ex-
ecutive Director Travis Palm-
er heard about the fi re at the 
Whitsell Manufacturing Mill 
in Saginaw, he made a call. 

“I gave them a few days to get 
their heads to stop spinning,” 
he said. But once they had, he 
reached out and asked what the 
chamber could do to help. 

“One of the owners, he men-
tioned they’re currently trying 
to maintain some sort of busi-
ness out of his living room and 
it wasn’t working well because 
it wasn’t set up for business 
with faxes and phone lines,” 

Palmer said. 
So, he made another call. 
Paktech, a manufacturing 

company that provides handles 
and application equipment 
to food and beverage compa-
nies, expanded its business to 
Cottage Grove last year aft er it 
moved into the former Kwikee 
building on Davidson Ave. 

Th e company originally 
brought approximately 35 jobs 
to the area using its in-line au-
tomated application that pro-
vided a 100 percent recyclable 
product. 

And while the factory space 
at the new Paktech building is 
in full swing, the offi  ce spaces 
were empty. Until owner Scott 
Diehl received a phone call 

from Palmer. 
“I think there’s 10,000 or 

12,000 feet of offi  ce space up 
there and they were operating 
out of dining rooms and things 
like that so I off ered them the 
space to see if that would help 
them get started,” Diehl said. 

Th e mill, standing at 194,000 
square feet, burned to the 
ground on May 27 in a fi re that 
burned overnight. Shortly aft er 
the fi re, 25 mill employees, a 
fraction of the workforce, re-
turned to the job. At the time 
of the fi re, owner Walter “Fred” 
Whitsell told Th e Sentinel, 
“We’re optimistic. You have to 
be. What else are you going to 
do? It’s like 40 years of your life 
is gone in a moment. Some-

thing I built from nothing, with 
like six people. I don’t even like 
to stop and think about it. I re-
ally don’t.”

Whitsell is not a member of 
the local chamber of commerce 
but Palmer said, that was not a 
consideration. 

“Th ey’re still an employer 
in the area and membership 
or not we care about their 
well-being and wanted to help 
out where we could. Th ey em-
ployee about 100 people and 
we wanted to help where we 
could,” he said. 

Diehl said he did not believe 
the mill employee would work 
long-term out of the Paktech 
offi  ces but they were welcome 
to stay as long as they wanted. 

Summer is here, June is al-

most over, and July 4 is next 

week. Be careful with fi re-

works and remember kids 

are out riding and walking 

on the roads.

• July 7 is the Amber and 

Michael Matchulat’s Benefi t. 

Call Marissa to see if there 

are any raffl  e tickets left  and 

there are now bracelets for 

purchase.  You do not have 

to be present to win.

• Th e annual Crow Car 

Show on July 14  at Crow 

High School, 25863 Crow 

Rd., in Eugene. Th is is the 

largest fundraiser for the 

entire school district, put on 

by the Crow Booster Club.  

Th ose who would like to 

help can con-tact www.sig-

nups.com/go/hMCiPkC. Set 

up is on July 13.  Th ere will 

be many activities and fun 

for all ages. 

 • It is not too early to sign 

up for the Lorane Commu-

nity-Wide Sale, which takes 

place Aug. 4, from 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. To sign up or for more 

information, contact Mina 

Knittle , P.O.  Box 71, Lorane, 

Ore., 97451. Participants can 

rent a table at the grange by 

contacting Jeri Porter at 541-

942-2448.  Cost is $10 for a 

table or for an outdoor space 

at Dew Drop Inn. 

• On July 4, there will be 

an "Art in the Country" Fes-

tival on the grounds of the 

Applegate Regional Th eater 

on the corner of Fleck Road 

and Central Road (at the for-

mer Central Elementary.) It 

will be free admission and 

free parking.

Happy July 4 and be safe!

Next 912 Project meeting to discuss wildfi re preparedness

Th ree Oregon Department of Forestry fi re districts enter fi re season

Th e Cottage Grove 912 
Project will be meeting Mon-
day, July 2, beginning at 6:30 
p.m., at Stacy’s Covered Bridge 
Restau-rant, 401 E. Main St. 

During the meeting, Justin 
Patten, a forest offi  cer with the 

Oregon Department of Forest-
ry, will provide information on 
wildfi re preparedness. 

Wildfi res spread quickly at 
speeds up to 14 mph and can 
last for indefi nite periods of 
time. Being prepared reduces 

your risk. Whether you live in 
the city or country, it is import-
ant to be prepared. 

Th e tips and insights pro-
vided by Patten will help those 
who attend to be better pre-
pared in the event of a wildfi re 

in our area. 
Th e Cottage Grove 912 Proj-

ect is a community educa-
tion-based organization estab-
lished in 2009.

We’ll make sure your system is 
running eff ectively and effi  ciently. 

Call for details and an appointment today, 
and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates • All Work Guaranteed

Only $99*

SPRING 
Tune-Up

ccb# 217560

Over 

30 

Years

of experience

Get up to $250 off  

when you schedule your 

interior or exterior repaint

 by August 1!
(Work scheduled and deposit paid - 

currently scheduling for August and September)

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do small remodels, 

home repairs and decks!

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-735-0089

350 Washington, Cottage Grove (behind Better Bodies)

541.942.7934

Dr. Brent Bitner, DDS

NEW: Digital X-Rays (use less radiation)

Cottage Grove Dental

Implants •Teeth Whitening • Extractions 
Lumineers (no prep veneers as seen on TV)

Handguns
Long Rifles

Concealed carry classes 

Call for Schedules

 

 

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
 

 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

   
855-502-2578

   

Get a $100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when 

you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package 

or above.

OUT WITH CABLE.

IN WITH SAVINGS.

$100 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements
edemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go t
ewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services. Offer ends 6/30/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Custome

Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks o
AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Your Family Deserves The 

BEST
Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-866-373-9175CALL TODAY

Save 20%*!

190 Channels

$14./mo.
95

Add High Speed Internet

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR

• Watch and record 16 shows at once
• Get built-in Netflix and YouTube
• Watch TV on your mobile devices

Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

With 2 Year Price Guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on cred

ualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. Requires credit qualification and commitment. Offer expires 4/9/18.

Speed performance allowing you to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 • 50X faster than DSL!!** • High speed with fiber optic technology

• Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLink™  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers vary by speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 • Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps • Available everywhere

• Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

Drip Irrigation and 

Sprinkler Systems in Stock.

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!

79149 N. River Road

541-942-4664

By Caitlyn May
cmay@cgsentinel.com

DORENA NEWS

June 19
• A suspicious condition was 

reported on Adams St. aft er 
seeing two individuals walking 
around to the back of a house 
with red gas cans.

June 21
• A disorderly subject was 

reported on Grover Ave. af-
ter a neighbor saw a subject 
“assaulting” an organ with a 
sledgehammer and then hitting 

a truck with both the sledge 
hammer and his hands while 
playing loud music. Th e indi-
vidual was contacted to turn 
down the music.

• Lewd conduct was report-
ed on Gateway Blvd. when a 
man in a clown suit was seen 
mooning passing vehicles.

June 22
• A noise complaint was re-

ported to a group of at least 

six individuals who were 
screaming and laughing in the 
Walmart parking lot.

• A woman came to the po-
lice station to report that her 
Xanax was stolen from her 
purse. 

June 24
• A suspicious condition was 

reported aft er a house sitter on 
1st St. reported that when she 
went to check on the house 

she heard the shower running 
upstairs and subjects moving 
around.

• Shoplift ing was reported 
at a grocery store on Gateway 
Blvd. aft er an individual walked 
out of the store with beer. 

• A noise complaint was re-
ported on Madison St. aft er 
hearing loud country western 
music blaring from a nearby 
house.

POLICE LOG

Visit us online: 

www.cgsentinel.com


