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Offbeat Oregon: History No. 500

Abigail Scott Duniway
thought shed be re-
membered primarily
for her novels, but....

By Finn J.D.John
Special to The Sentinel

bigail Scott Duniway

is a name that’s very

familiar to most Or-
egon history buffs. She was a
pioneer, a journalist, a news-
paper editor and a tireless ad-
vocate for women’s suffrage.

All of this she managed to
accomplish while also fulfill-
ing all the obligations of an in-
valid’s wife and the mother of
six children.

But Duniway, during her
life, did not expect any of those
things to be what she was most
remembered for. She expected
— or, rather, hoped — that af-
ter her death her novels would
be collected and published,
and that future readers would
“marvel at the facts therein
portrayed as much as the stu-
dent of today is marveling at
the progress of the world since
the discoveries of Christopher
Columbus or the explorations
of Lewis and Clark”

That, of course, didn't hap-
pen.

Instead, most people don’t
even realize that she wrote any
novels.

In part that's because none
of her novels are very easy for a
modern reader to get through
— although it’s kind of surpris-
ing how well they do hold up,
considering how different was
the era in which they were writ-
ten. As English professor Debra
Shein of Idaho State University
points out, most novels in the
1870s were neither character
driven, nor plot driven — they
were action-driven, like para-
bles or allegories.

That meant most of them
were “a song with a message,”
intended to manipulate the
reader into better or more vir-
tuous patterns of thought or
behavior — something modern
read-ers have little tolerance
for. It also meant the characters
in them had a tendency to be
personifications of virtues or
vices — the mustache-twirling
Dastardly Villains, the placid-
ly faithful Saintly Widows, the
relentlessly cheerful Virtuous
Youths, and so forth.

In other words, these nov-

els are works of advocacy. Or,
to put it in Duniway’s own
words from the introduction
to her first novel, “Skeptics,
you who laugh at the Bible,
who mock at the mission
of the lowly Nazarene ... ye
who live merely that you may
amass rich-es, eat, drink and
die — this book is not for you.
I leave older and wiser heads
to parry your studied blows,
while I turn, in re-spect and
confidence, to the lenient, in-
telligent, pious and elevated,
for encouragement and assis-
tance.”

Of all the novels Duniway
wrote, only the first and the
last were actually published in
book form during her life. The
first one, in fact, was the first
novel commercially published
in Oregon (unless one classifies
Margaret Jewett Smith’s 1854
memoir, The Grains; or, Pas-

boy’s death; the
heroine, who for
some reason has
feelings for him,
disguises herself
as the dead son’s
ghost and rattles
a bag of teeth in
her  eventually
successful quest
to get him to face
what he’s done,
repent and marry
her.

In Ethel
Graemes  Des-
tiny: A Story of
Real Life, the
entrepreneurial
heroine is tricked

Abigail Scott Duniway as she appeared in
the late 1800s. (Horner/Gazette-Times)

sages in the Life of Ruth Rover,
as a novel).

Duniway’s first novel was
Captain Gray’s Company; or,
Crossing the Plains and Living
in Oregon (S.J. McCormick,
1859).

It was heavily based on the
Scott family’s journey to Ore-
gon in 1852 over the Or-egon
Trail. The last novel, From the
West to the West: Across the
Plains to Oregon (Chicago:
A.C. McClurg, 1905), was ba-
sically a re-write of Captain
Grays Company. Neither of
these novels represents her at
her best — although it is prob-
ably safe to say that they do
represent her at her least con-
troversial.

Arguably, Duniway’s best
work — and unquestionably
her most influential — was

represented by the 21 novels
she wrote and serialized in her
newspaper, The New North-
west, and later her magazine,
The Pacific Empire.

After she retired from jour-
nalism, Duniway spent years
revising these novels and sub-
mitting them to book publish-
ing houses back East. None
were picked up. This most like-
ly is because at the time Dun-
iway was submitting stories to
these conservative, male-run
publishing concerns, she was
just too hot to handle.

To be fair, the stories were
pretty hot. Judge Dunson’s
Secret: An Oregon Story is a
black comedy of sorts in which
the judge’s “secret” is that he
once had a temper tantrum
and tore out all his young son’s
teeth, leading directly to the

into marriage by a
drunken sea cap-
tain who treats
her like an ATM
machine, leaving
her penniless at
the end of a life in which she’s
made her fortune several times
over only to have him show up
and drink it all away.

Edna and John: A Romance
of Idaho Flat has a similar
theme. Edna is swept off her
feet by John, who turns out to
be a callow idiot; while he’s off
digging hopefully in the gold
fields, she makes a fortune as
a restaurateur, but when he
returns and starts spending it
frivolously and abusing her,
she learns that if she divorc-
es him, he will get everything:
restaurant, money, and even
the children.

Meanwhile her mother, after
being widowed, is kicked out of
her lifelong home because the
Dower Acts have enabled her
husband’s creditors to seize all
her property, and her aunt is
left penniless after her late hus-
band turns out to have been a
bigamyst. At the end, denied a
divorce, Edna actually buys a
gun; the story ends before we
learn whether she uses it or
not.

Margaret Rudson: A Pioneer
Story is less overtly subversive,
but in other ways it'’s more so.
It’s the story of a wealthy heir-
ess, who is also an inventor, en-
trepreneur, and physician, and
her devoted fiancé. The two of
them travel out West to found a
socialistic commune in which
men and women enjoy equal-
ity before the law and domestic
chores — cooking, child care,
cleaning, etc. — are shared
equally by men and women
and handled communally.
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Rudson and her fiancé are
married, and adopt a hyphenat-
ed surname — Rudson-Horner
— which was at the time con-
sidered a scandalously radical
thing to do.

Most of Duniway’s novels,
particularly the ones serialized
in The New Northwest, are a
little rough, like second drafts.
That’s because they were told in
serial form over many weeks,
like a soap opera; something
interesting had to happen in
every episode. This worked
great in its original form, but
the relentless procession of in-
tense moments of drama can
be wearying if read all at once;
there’s a reason why no one
binge-watches “Days of Our
Lives” or “The Young and the
Restless”

Also, Duniway didn't always
finish writing a novel before
starting to publish it (actually,
she may never have done that);
so, sometimes she found her-
self boxed in by events of previ-
ous weeks and had to break the
narrative thread to solve the
problem. Still, they were very
popular, and made more of a
contribution to the campaign
for women’s suffrage than most
people realize.

And to the women of Port-
land, in the late 1800s, they
rang true to life, and they sent
a strong and welcome message:
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DRAIN:

HOPE U.M.C.

131 W “A” St. Drain, OR
541-315-1617

Pastor: Lura Kidner-Miesen
Fellowship & Song: 11:30am
Potluck Lunch: 12:00pm
Worship: 12:30pm

COTTAGE GROVE:

6th & Gibbs Church of Christ
195 N. 6th St. » 541-942-3822
Pastor: Aaron Earlywine

Summer Service: 9:30 am
Christian Education:

Pre-K through 5th
www.éthandgibbs.com

Calvary Baptist Church
77873 S 6th St * 541-942-4290
Pastor: Riley Hendricks

Sunday School: 9:45am
Worship: 11:00am

The Journey: Sunday 5:00pm

Calvary Chapel Cottage Grove
1447 Hwy 99 (Village Plaza)
541-942-6842

Pastor: Jeff Smith

Two Services on Sun:

9am & 10:45am

Youth Group Bible Study

Child Care 10:45am Service Only
www.cgcalvary.org

Center for Spiritual Living

Rev. Bobby Lee
Meets Sunday 3:00 p.m.
cslcottagegrove@gmail.com

Church of Christ
420 Monroe St * 541-942-8565
Sunday Service: 10:30am

Cottage Grove Bible Church
1200 East Quincy Avenue
541-942-4771

Pastor:Bob Singer

Worship 1Tam

Sunday School:9:45am
AWANA age 3-8th Grade,
Wednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pm
www.cgbible.org

Cottage Grove Faith Center
33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available
Service: 10:00am

Praying Thru Life: Wednesday 6:00pm

700 Gibbs Ave. (Community Center)

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
and St. Philip Benizi
Catholic Churches

1025 N. 19th St.
541-942-3420

Father: Joseph Hung Nguyen

Delight Valley

Church of Christ

33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711

Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:

9am - Classic in the Chapel Holy Mass:
10:30am - Contemporary in the Tue-Thu: 8:30am; Sat:5:30pm
Auditorium Sun: 10:30am

Confession: After daily mass,

Sat. 4-5pm or by appointment
St. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrock Lane
541-895-8686, Sunday: 8:30am

First Baptist Church

301 S. 6th st * 541-942-8242
Interim Pastor: Reed Webster
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 11:00am
Youth Wednesday 6:30pm
cgfirstbaptist.com

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
1301 W. Main ¢ 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb

“Church with the flags.”

Worship: Sunday 10:30am

All Welcome

First Presbyterian Church
3rd and Adams St
541-942-4479

Pastor: Karen Hill

Worship: 10:00am

Sunday School: 10:00am
www.cgpresbynews.com

Seventh-day Adventist Church
820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: Kevin Miller

Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

Hope In The Grove

700 E. Gibbs * 401-855-5668
Pastor: Wayne Husk

Sunday services:

Worship: am

Coffee Fellowship: 10:15am
Bible Study: 10:30am

Trinity Lutheran Church

6th & Quincy * 541-942-2373
Pastor: James L. Markus

Sunday School & Adult Education
9:15am

Sunday Worship 10:30 am

Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Tue & Thur
5:00pm TLC Groups

tlccg.com

Hope Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church

100 S. Gateway Blvd.
541-942-2061

Pastor: Dave Bragg

Worship: 11:00am Sunday

Bible Study: 7:00pm Wednesday
www.hopefellowshipupc.com
“FINDING HOPE IN YOUR LIFE”

United Methodist Church
334 Washington ¢ 541-942-3033
Pastor:Lura Kidner-Miesen
Worship: 10:30am

Comm. Dinner (Adults $5,

Kids Free)

1st & 3rd Monday 5-6:00pm
umcgrove.org

Non-Denominational

Church of Christ

1041 Pennoyer Ave

541-942-8928

Preacher: Tony Martin

Sunday Bible Study:10:00am
Sunday Worship:10:50am & 5:30pm
WWW.pennoyeravecoc.com

“VICTORY” Country Church
913 S. 6th Street * 541-942-5913
Pastor: Barbara Dockery
Worship Service: 10:00am

0ld Time Gospel Fellowship Message: “WE BELIEVE IN

103 S. 5th St. * 541-942-4999 MIRACLES”
Pastor: Jim Edwards
Sunday Service: 10:00am CRESWELL:

Creswell Presbyterian Church

75 S 4th S » 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

Worship With Us!

Join in Traditional Christian Worship

Our Worship Directory is a weekly feature

in the newspaper. If your congregation

would like to be a part of this directory,

please contact the

Cottage Grove Sentinel
@ 541-942-3325




