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Saturday Event to benefi t Swinging Bridge

W
hen Skye Hefner was a 

baby, her grandmother 

would strap her to the in-

fant seat on the back of her bicycle and 

cross the Swinging Bridge in 

Cottage Grove. When they 

would make it to the oth-

er side, the toddler would 

tell her grandmother what a 

good job she had done. 

“She was scared of it (the 

bridge) but she'd hold her 

breath and take me,” Hefner 

said. “I don’t remember, be-

cause I was so little but she 

said I would tell her she did 

good.” 

Years later, when Hefner returned to 

Cottage Grove and found the Swinging 

Bridge closed, she had one reaction. 

“I was like, ‘Noooo,’ because it has so 

many memories for me,” she said. 

Th is Saturday, Hefner hopes to con-

tribute to the ongoing eff ort to save the 

bridge aft er it was deemed unsafe by 

the city’s engineer. 

Th e South Lane Women’s Network is 

still new and was formed aft er Hefner 

asked her friend Kristine Sweezy if she 

would be interested. 

“We put it on Facebook and now we 

have 140 members,” she said. 

Before forming the group, Hefner 

was a member of another networking 

group that was based in Portland but 

had meetings in Eugene. “For those 

who are moms, if you live in Cottage 

Grove and work in Eugene and you 

have to come home and take care of 

the kids and then drive back to Eugene 

for the meeting, it’s a lot so we wanted 

something local,” she said. 

Th e purpose of the group is to pro-

mote businesses in Cottage Grove but 

also to give new businesses a step up 

and existing businesses a supportive 

hand. 

“We’re here to show that businesses 

in Cottage Grove exist,” Hefner said. 

“Because everyone knows that you can 

go to Eugene or Springfi eld and fi nd 

everything. Since I started the group, 

there’s so many businesses I didn’t even 

know were in Cottage Grove and it’s 

been amazing. We don’t have to go to 

Eugene or Springfi eld.”

Earlier this year, some members of 

the group attended a benefi t hosted by 

Friends of the Cottage Grove Swing-

ing Bridge and decided it was an eff ort 

they wanted to get behind. 

Th is Saturday, the South Lane Wom-

en’s Network will hold a free event 

at the Cottage Grove Armory in the 

hopes of adding to money already 

raised by the Friends of the Cottage 

Grove Swinging Bridge.

“We got permits to close the road 

so we can have dancing in the street,” 

Hefner said. Music will be provided 

by the Rockin’ Reveleers and DJ Diva 

Kat, food trucks will be parked outside 

and a 50/50 raffl  e will be 

held. Th e event begins at 

10 a.m. and is scheduled 

to run until 6 p.m. on Sat-

urday.

Dana Merryday of the 

Friends of the Swinging 

Bridge will also be pres-

ent with the group’s rope 

bridge for kids to try. 

Th e latest estimates to 

repair the bridge were 

close to $1 million with the city of Cot-

tage Grove announcing it was in the 

process of applying for several grants 

to fund the project. Th e bridge has 

been closed since the fall of 2016. 

Th e South Lane Women’s Network 

will be donating the proceeds from the 

event to the Swing-ing Bridge and Hef-

ner said the group welcomes any wom-

an in South Lane to join. Meetings are 

held twice a month and membership is 

free. 

“We get started in a business and 

when someone is fi rst starting in busi-

ness, that’s when they’re looking for 

networking and if they fi nd it, they 

fi nd out it costs money,” Hefner said. 

“When you just sunk all your money to 

start a new business, it’s hard to hand 

out $30, $40 a month or $7, $20, $100 

a year, it’s a lot.” 
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City workers close off  the entrance to the historic Swinging Bridge, which a local group is working to re-open to the public.

350 Washington, Cottage Grove (behind Better Bodies)

541.942.7934

Dr. Brent Bitner, DDS

NEW: Digital X-Rays (use less radiation)

Cottage Grove Dental

Implants •Teeth Whitening • Extractions 
Lumineers (no prep veneers as seen on TV)

Call 541-942-4493 for info.

FOR EMERGENCY DIAL 911
Serving South Lane County.

SAVE MONEY. SAVE LIVES.

SOUTH LANE COUNTY

FIRE & RESCUE

Ground Ambulance 

Memberships 

$65 per year

Ground Ambulance & 

Air Membership

$115 per year

You Can Count on Us!

We provide prompt and reliable, public 

transportation. Our experienced, courteous drivers 

will take you to appointments on time.

Medical Offi  ces • Pharmacies
✓Serving the Communities of South Lane County

South Lane Wheels
1450 Birch Ave, Cottage Grove

www.southlanewheels.org

541-942-0456
Disclaimer: All vehicles are operated in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. South Lane Wheels complies with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Information about the transit agency, including information in non-English alternative 

formats, may be obtained by calling 541-942-0456 or rlinoz@southlanewheels.com

Are you a Chamber Member?

Ask us how you can become a 
member today!

Contact Travis Palmer, 
Director of the 

Chamber of Commerce
(541) 942-241

travis@cgchamber.com

Congratulations! to our

Resident of the month: Carl Lawrence 
Employee of the month:  Michele Blomquist, 

grandaughter Paisley, 
for the Month of March, 2018

1425 Daugherty Ave. • Cottage Grove • 541-942-0054

fo t e Mo t of Ma c , 0 8

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 • Expires 06/30/18
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

The Flower Basket 
and Gift Boutique

Come in and Celebrate 
34 Years in Business!
Friday, June 15th, 9:00-5:30

Saturday, June 16th, 9:00-4:00

Enter to WIN a

$100 
in Store Gift  Certifi cate!

119 South 6th St. • CG
541-942-0505

34% OFF ALL IN-STORE
Regular Priced Gift & Boutique Clothing!

(No-Pre-Sales or Adjustments, please)

Door Prizes and Refreshments

Boutique Clothing & Accessories
Gift s- Garden Décor- Flowers

By Caitlyn May
cmay@cgsentinel.com

This Saturday, the South Lane 

Women’s Network will hold a free 

event at the Cottage Grove Armory 

in the hopes of adding to money 

already raised by the Friends of the 

Cottage Grove Swinging Bridge.


