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You Can Count on Us!
We provide prompt and reliable, public 

transportation. Our experienced, courteous drivers 

will take you to appointments on time.
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South Lane Wheels
1450 Birch Ave, Cottage Grove

www.southlanewheels.org

541-942-0456
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Lions, Rotarians and carousel horses ... oh my! 

I
n 1990, the University of 
Oregon was playing the 
University of Colorado at 

Autzen Stadium when a player 
sustained a spine injury that 
landed him at Sacred Heart 
Medical Center for weeks. 

A year later, his father 
Ed Rhinehart walked into a 
Springfield Rotary. 

“Ed mentioned that his son 
was recuperating and walking 
with crutches,” said Don 
Williams, a longtime Rotarian 
in Cottage Grove. “�ey were 
thinking about a speaking 
tour to communicate the long 
struggle of rehabilitation a�er 
the spinal injury.”

Williams, a member of the 
local rotary meeting, offered the 
venue — in conjunction with 
the local Lions’ club — as a test 
site for the speaking tour.

“I went out on a limb at that 
time because the club's had 
never met in a joint meeting 
before,” Williams said. 

On �ursday, May 24, nearly 
30 years later, they did it again. 

While the clubs have met 
jointly once or twice a year 
around special occasions 
and holidays, the meeting 
on �ursday was to tour the 
carousel project at the WOE 
fairgrounds. �e project, which 
has been on-and-off for the last 
two decades, has been making 
steady progress under its latest 
rebirth and is hoping to garner 
community interest to continue 
raising funds to bring the 
attraction to Main Street. 

�e carousel was brought to 
Cottage Grove by Judy Cash 
who, upon moving to the city, 
ventured down Main Street 
and imagined a carousel in the 

middle of it. A�er inheriting 
money from a family friend, 
Cash traveled across the 
country to purchase the vintage 
carousel and bring it home to 
Cottage Grove. 

Cash passed away in 2016, 
but just prior to her passing 
she told �e Sentinel it was still 
her wish to see the carousel on 
Main Street, adding, “Where 
else can you take your family 
now where you can leave your 
worries at the doorstep and just 
be in a happy place? It’s a happy 
place.”

Cash le� the carousel to the 
Friends of the Cottage Grove 
Carousel, who were tasked 
with raising funds and drawing 
enough interest to make Cash’s 
dream a reality. 

Williams heads the board and 
invited the Lions club to join 
his Rotary club for a tour of the 
carousel last Wednesday. 

“�ere were many positive 
comments. Several had heard 
of the project and commented 
they had no idea, until they saw 
the carousel being refurbished, 

the magnitude of the project,” 
Williams said. 

�e Friends of the Cottage 
Grove Carousel have been 
working actively to raise 
awareness of the carousel over 
the last year with booths at 
local festivals and by hosting 
fundraisers, like a no-show 
banquet that asked people to 
donate to the cause without 
having to add another event to 
the busy banquet season. 

�e carousel is currently 
being stored at the WOE 
fairgrounds while it undergoes 
restoration. �e advanced 
art class at Cottage Grove 
High School has assisted in 
sanding and repainting the 
animals while local businesses 
have donated to refurbish the 
floorboards and other aspects 
of the attraction. �e group 
also recently acquired a musical 
element for the carousel — a 
self playing piano. 

For more information or to 
donate, contact the Friends of 
the Cottage Grove Carousel by 
visiting www.cgcarousel.com.

By Caitlyn May
cmay@cgsentinel.com
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CAROUSEL—Russ McGuire (left) shows Rotarians and Lions 

pieces of the carousel during a joint meeting held May 24.  

A guide to local businesses committed to helping 
our community thrive

BI-MART Pharmacy
OPEN at 9am Mon. - Sat. • Convenient Walk-Up Window

100 Gateway Blvd. • 942-9107

Delaying going to the Dentist?
Sedation Dentistry is a Dream come True... find out if its for You!

 

1325 Birch Avenue, Cottage Grove 
 

541.942.2471
Park W. McClung, DDS & Tammy L. McClung, DDS 

• Comprehensive General Dentistry

• Advanced Cosmetic Techniques 
• Implants

BIRCH AVENUE DENTALBIRCH AVENUE DENTAL

Dr. Bitner D.D.S., P.C.
350 Washington Ave • Cottage Grove

541-942-7934
(behind International Fitness)

Lumineers
The Most Natural Veneer

Douglas G. Maddess, DMD

Preventive and

Cosmetic

Family Dentistry

New Patients Welcome

914 South 4th St. • Cottage Grove • 942-1559

South Lane Mental Health
Serving Cottage Grove Since 1988

• Outpatient Counseling for Children, Adults & Couples

• Psychiatric Medication Management

• Crisis Assistance

541-942-2850 • 541-942-3939 • www.slmh.org

Dr. Shane Parsons

605 Jefferson Ave.
Cottage Grove

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
Emergency appts. available daily

New patients welcome 
2 Hygienists available • Same friendly and caring staff

Please call for an appointment at 541-942-9171

Health, Happiness 

& Wellness

Counseling & Mental Health

Dental Health 

Pharmacies

To list your business 

call us 541-942-3325

�e two service 
organizations have 

a joint meeting 
decades apart, this 

time for a new cause
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