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hat would you do when ordered to
evacuate your home? With a catego-
ry five hurricane looming, all Susan

could think of was saving her personal petting
zoo: four cats, two dogs, two birds and four fish.
After the last frightening hurricane, her family
vowed to never ride through one again.

"We knew that we might return to nothing so
we packed important papers, clothes, computers,
chargers, laptops, and pet harnesses, cages, dish-
es, pet food and water," said Susan. "It was dif-
ficult fitting possessions and pets in carriers into
our small Volkswagen and Ford Fiesta.

At 5 a.m. on Saturday, we drove north follow-
ing thousands of families. Heading south, we saw
caravans of FEMA and utility vehicles on a va-
cant freeway. The entire state of Florida was un-
der threat, so no hotel rooms were available. The
seven-hour drive took 10 hours.

Our pets seemed to understand the emergency;
but our rescue dog, Gracie, had to have homeo-
paths for stress and car sickness. Our 20-year-
old cat complained but soon settled down. They
sensed our terror and did very well. It was a tough
situation for us all.

We made stops so the animals could relieve
themselves. We arrived to a filthy hotel, the only
one available, and our pets were grateful to be out
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staffing costs.

"It's people," Tucker said. "Most businesses,
the cost is in staffing."

The district has made allowances for increases
it can predict such as insurance (moving it from
$15.5 million this year to $16 million next year)
but for other factors, such as enrollment, it can
only guess.

According to the district, enrollment has been
on the downward trend the last few years with
Tucker explaining that the kindergarten classes
are not on track with the outgoing senior classes.

As of this week, the district's kindergarten class
totals 189 students. The 12th grade class has 209
students.

School district receive money for each student
that attends school. The numbers are tracked
through the Average Daily Membership (ADM)
which tracks the daily average enrollment in a
district. That number, weighted, for South Lane
is 3,357.

The remainder of the general fund is made up
of local revenue including property tax and fed-
eral allotments. Local revenue for South Lane is
expected to be just over $7 million. Federal allot-
ments are still up in the air.

"We think they'll be a decrease based on what
we're hearing come out of the federal govern-
ment," Tucker said. "I'm not holding my breath at
the federal level," he added later in the meeting.

South Lane has had budget issues in the past
including last year when the district joined others
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Pet Tips| Tales

- % by Mary Ellen “Angel Scribe”

of their carriers.

Surprisingly, in the cramped room, no one
fought, even though they spit or hit each other
at home. They were all on their best behavior.
They would not eat at first, taking a while to settle
down.

We were prepared with enough animal food,
but not human food. We left for home the fol-
lowing Tuesday. Gas stations didn't have gas or
electricity and 90% of the state was closed. We
did not see anything open the entire way back and
barely made it home. Our little cars with great gas
mileage paid off or we would have been stuck for
days until the gas stations reopened."

Susan's family had no idea if they had a home
to return to, but as they pulled into their neigh-
borhood they all began crying. Two tire tracks of
debris five feet high lined their road, but miracu-
lously their home was intact.

They and their pets were thrilled to be home,
but for everyones' safety they checked for blown-
in windows before unloading their pets. Mirac-
ulously everything was intact! Amazingly, their
power came on % hour before they arrived home
so their much needed air conditioner was work-
ing.

The cats emerged from 10 hours in their carri-
ers and explored every inch of the house. Gracie

across the state to call for more money from the
legislature. The education package that was even-
tually passed came in at $8.2 billion but was short
of the $8.4 billion schools had asked for. The state
legislature follows a two-year budget cycle.

The district also has to take into account
longterm projects including the effort to update
its fleet of buses that must be completed by 2025.
The Department of Environmental Quality is
overseeing the governmental mandate that gov-
erns emissions standards. South Lane School
District currently has 21 buses out of its 41-bus
fleet that do not meet those standards and must
be replaced. According to Tucker, the district has
budgeted for three new buses in the 2018-2019
school year. Any buses that do not meet the new
standards by 2025 will be red-lined and taken out
of service.

Cottage Grove City Councilor and school
district budget committee member Mike Fleck
asked if the

"ran rips in the back yard" - thrilled to be in her
yard again, and their other dog, Echo, walked
in the house and flopped on the floor as if hug-
ging the linoleum.

"CJ our cockatiel entertained us by singing
the entire drive - each way! I think my hear-
ing is now impaired because of his volume!"
laughs Susan. "The fish were so happy, that
they were speechless at being home again!"

TIPS

Susan is internationally known for edu-
cating pet parents about the pet food indus-
try and what healthy foods to feed our pets.
truthaboutpetfood.com

She learned to prepare for natural disasters
because store shelves empty fast! Make a list
of things you will need for two weeks and keep
the list handy. Include documents, photographs,
human and pet food, kitty litter, puppy pads, med-
ical supplies in case of a pet emergency, cleanup
products for car sick animals, and harnesses for
cats because you can't leave them in carriers for
days on end. Also, dog seatbelt harnesses, pet pho-
tos in case one escapes, and vet records. During
floods, bungee cord small pet cages to floatation
devices (swimming kick board). "We froze food
and water and put them in a cooler ready to go,"
advises Susan. "Each pet had a carrier. They can

you're spending $30,000 on a 20-year-old bus and
the transmission starts having problems and the
engine and the axle. It wasn't cost effective," he
said.

The district is also approximately three years
behind on its textbook adoption cycle and contin-
ues to work on projects funded by a $35 million
bond passed in 2016. The new Harrison Elemen-
tary School is the largest bond project coming in
at nearly $24 million and has a lasting effect on
the budget with additional custodial staff budget-
ed for the facility which is considerably larger
than the current Harrison school.

The current budget estima-

share a carrier when off to the vets, but it is a big
deal when driving 10 hours. Keep extra leash-
es and collars, food bowls, and pet food with the
carriers to grab at a moment's notice because not
everyone is given a day to prepare, some families
only have minutes."

FEMA's Emergency Animal Tips: https//www.
ready.gov/animals. Tell us your fun/amazing/
crazing pet tips and tales. angelscribe@msn.com
"Follow" Pet Tips 'n' Tales on Facebook. face-
book.com/PetTipsandTales Humane Society for
spay and neuter (541) 942-2789.

"For every day of school in South Lane, it costs
$90,000," Tucker said. "So, this doesn't include
cut days, this is a full calendar."

The final budget is expected to be presented
to the school board and budget committee next
month.

"Our hope is that between now and May 14,
we'll get some final numbers and have some staff-
ing changes as people decide whether they're re-
tiring or going somewhere else and we'll present
a budget that reflects those revenues and expendi-
tures," Tucker said. "In others words, a balanced
budget."

tions take into account that no
days have been cut from the cal-
endar. Last year, the district cut
two days and earlier this year,
there was talk of cutting days for
the upcoming budget cycle.

buses  could
be  retro-fit-
ted to meet
standards.
Tucker  said
those adjust-
ments come
at a cost of
approximately
$30,000 per
bus. "Now

Rusty & Primitive Treasures Vintage Market
JOIN US IN THE VINEYARD!

Primitive, Vintage, Repurposed, Salvage, Farmhouse,
Garden, & good old Rusty Goodness

Friday, May 18th, 4pm - 8pm
($5.00 for early pickins)
Saturday, May 19th, 10am - 4pm (Free Admission)

Saginaw Vineyards
80247 Delight Valley Rd, Saginaw, OR
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Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2.10 %

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/03/2018 . CDs offered by
Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category.
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD
values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates
rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity,
the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold
by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Minimum deposit
$25,000

Year APY*
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today. \ RONALD MCDONALD
- %’5 HOUSE CHARITIES
Aaron M Shumway, - OREGON AND SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON
AAMS®
Financial Advisor COMING SOON!
www.edwardjones.com
1137 E Main Member SIPC
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
541-767-2675 ®
Edward Jones Gacantfelt

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

©2018 McDonald’s

STRON RWALK

RONALD McDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES®

5K Walk
Sunday, April 22, 2018
at Alton Baker Park
in Eugene

[=] For more
information, visit
rmhcoregon.org/walk
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Upgrade to the Hopper® 3

Smart HD DVR

« Watch and record 16 shows at once

« Get built-in Netflix and YouTube

« Watch TV on your mobile devices
Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Add High Speed Internet
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Subject to availabilty. Restrictions apply.
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

for 24 months

SALON ® DAY SPA

is proud to introduce:

Jeab Spriggs, Nail Technician
& John Sotelo, Hairstylist

Jeab is offering a Spring Special
$5.00 off afill or manicure or pedicure

$1 0.00 off a full set of Gel or Acrylic Nails

Call today for an Appointment or
a Gift Certificate just in time for

Mother’s Day!

541-942-4353

davesplacesalon.com
704 E. Whiteaker « Cottage Grove, OR 97424
INSTAGRAM: @davesplacesalon




