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On any given day, the Cottage Grove Armory is, at best, a work in progress. The halls echo in the
empty spaces, grounded by yet-to-be-refinished hardwood floors and reminders of its long-ago aban-
doned function are scattered throughout the building. But on Saturday, Jan. 20, the hardwood was cov-
ered in red carpet and workmen were replaced by men in tuxedos, women in ball gowns and crowds of
well-wishers and do-gooders for the Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce 69th Annual Awards
& Installation Banquet.

The event has moved locations from the city’s Catholic church to the Emerald Valley facility in
Creswell before coming home to Cottage Grove and the armory. The transition from building under
construction to red-carpet ready facility is facilitated by city crews and provides a stunning backdrop
for one of the community’s most popular events.

“This event gives us the chance to honor and recognize businesses who are doing more than just
conducting business,” Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Travis Palmer
said. “These are people who are going above and beyond everyday business. They’re doing more to
make Cottage Grove a better place.”

Nabbing 2017 Business of the Year was Territorial Seed. Handing over the reins was Cottage Grove
Sentinel General Manager Gary Manly. “It was a shock to be named business of the year in 2016 and
we were honored by the distinction,” Manly said. “We are pleased to pass the torch to Territorial Seed.”

In the last 30-plus years, the company has donated more than $1 million in seeds to community gar-
dens locally and around the world.

“After losing a valued member of our staff in 2015 to cancer, we established the Territorial Seed
Company/Marlece E. Arthur Memorial Scholarship through the Cottage Grove Community Founda-
tion,” said Territorial Vice President Julie Johns of the company’s continued efforts in the community.
“This annual scholarship is awarded to a high school senior who plans to attend college to study busi-
ness, agriculture or veterinary medicine.”

Other winners included “First Citizen” Greg Lee who routinely volunteers his time to photograph
community events, Jr. First Citizen Chelsea Armstrong and non-profit of the year, Family Relief Nurs-
ery.

“We really feel like no matter who wins, it’s important to recognize all the nominees,” Palmer said.

Also honored were South Lane Teacher of the Year Sarah Drews and classified employee of the year,
Pat Ware.

“The school district, I don’t think they have an event or venue to do a teacher of the year or classified
employee of the year so they’re a sign part of the community and workforce in Cottage Grove and
therefore a sign part of the chamber,” said Palmer who also noted that the event was a success.

SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK

Governor Brown declares Jan. 21-27 as school
choice week

Gov. Brown has proclaimed
Jan. 21-27 to be Oregon School
Choice Week. She joins dozens
of other governors and hundreds
of state and county leaders in is-
suing official proclamations for
the week.

Oregonians have planned
more than 300 events to cele-
brate opportunity in education
and raise awareness of the types
of educational opportunities
that parents have, or want to
have, for their children. The
school fairs, rallies coffeehouse
meetups, festivals, and round-
table discussions are designed
to spark conversations about
school choice.

More than 32,000 inde-
pendently planned events will
take place nationwide.

“We’re excited to see the
enthusiasm for school choice
growing in Oregon and across
the country,” said Andrew Cam-
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“They’re not using any of the
services and they make it dif-
ficult for people to use the ser-
vices. So, if you’re not using the
services, you can’t stay there.”

Unattended children are also
noted in the new set of rules
with the code specifying that
children will not be ordered out
of the building but if the respon-
sible party cannot be found, the
Cottage Grove Police Depart-
ment will be notified and take
custody of the child.

Meyers said the code of con-
duct is meant to ensure that res-
idents can use public facilities
without disruption and have
equal access to city services.

“We had an individual come
in a few days ago and sit for a
while, talking to himself and
then he would get up and curse
and scream and then sit down
again and we just said, ‘You
can’t do that here.””
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panella, president of National
School Choice Week. “We’re
grateful that Gov. Brown has is-
sued this proclamation to raise
awareness of this important is-
sue.”

Held every January, Nation-
al School Choice Week is an
independent, nonpartisan, non-
political public awareness ef-
fort designed to shine a positive

options for every child. Through
thousands of independently
planned events across the coun-
try, National School Choice
Week raises public awareness of
all types of educational choices
available to children. These op-
tions include traditional public
schools, public charter schools,
public magnet schools, online
learning, private schools, and

spotlight on effective education homeschooling.

Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The QOregon Public Utility Commission designated
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
within its service area for universal service purposes.
CenturylLink’'s basic local service rates for residential
voice lines are $15.80-$17.80 per month and business
services are $28.00-$32.00 per month. Specific rates will
be provided upon request.

CenturylLink participates in a government benefit program
(Lifeline) to make residential telephone or broadband
service more affordable to eligible low-income individuals
and families. Eligible customers are those that meet
eligibility standards as defined by the FCC and state
commissions. Residents who live on federally recognized
Tribal Lands may qualify for additional Tribal benefits if
they participate in certain additional federal eligibility
programs. The Lifeline discount is available for only one
telephone or qualifying broadband service per household,
which can be either a wireline or wireless service.
Broadband speeds must be 15 Mbps download and 2 Mbps
upload or faster to qualify.

Lifeline discounts include a transfer restriction (port
freeze). This means that you are unable to obtain the
Lifeline discount on service with another provider for a
period of time. The length of time depends on the services
you purchase — 60 days for voice telephone service,
12 months for qualifying broadband service. Certain
exceptions to the transfer restrictions may apply. See
http://www.lifelinesupport.org/ls/change-my-company.
aspx for more information.

A household is defined for the purposes of the Lifeline
program as any individual or group of individuals who
live together at the same address and share income and
expenses. Lifeline service is not transferable, and only
eligible consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers
who willfully make false statements in order to obtain
Lifeline telephone or broadband service can be punished
by fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the
program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 1-888-
833-9522 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline with questions
or to request an application for the Lifeline program.
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Health, Happiness

& Wellness

A guide to local businesses committed to helping
our community thrive

Counseling & Mental Health

South Lane Mental Health

Serving Cottage Grove Since 1988
+ Outpatient Counseling for Children, Adults & Couples
» Psychiatric Medication Management
« Crisis Assistance

541-942-2850 * 541-942-3939 « www.slmh.org

Dental Health

Delaying going to the Dentist?

Sedation Dentistry is a Dream come True... find out if its for You!
BIRCH AVENUE DENTAL

e Comprehensive General Dentistry
e Advanced Cosmetic Techniques
e Implants

1325 Birch Avenue, Cottage Grove

see Dr. Bitner D.D.S., P.C.
350 Washington Ave ¢ Cottage Grove

(behind International Fitness)

541-942-7934

Douglas G. Macddess, DMD

Preventive and
Cosmetic
Family Dentistry

New Patients Welcome

914 South 4th St. - Cottage Grove * 942-1559

Dr. Shane Parsons

605 Jefferson Ave.
Cottage Grove

D ENTA
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
Emergency appts. available daily
New patients welcome
2 Hygienists available * Same friendly and caring staff
Please call for an appointment at 541-942-9171

Dr. Bern Fhornlon

4ince. 2008
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Benjamin R. Thornton, D.D.S., M.S.

www.thornton-ortho.com
541.686.1732

Pharmacies

BI-MART Pharmacy

OPEN at 9am Mon. - Sat. ® Convenient Walk-Up Window
100 Gateway Blvd. ¢ 942-9107

“Customers Are Our Priority - Service Is Our Passion”

RETAIL &
COMPOUNDED
PRESCRIPTIONS

PET MEDS
VACCINES
FAST & FRIENDLY

HealthMart.

PHARMACY

“WE DELIVER!

Within Creswell And
Cottage Grove City Limits

www.oregonhealthmart.com
175 E. Oregon Ave., Creswell e 541-895-2413

To list your business
call us 541-942-3325




