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The Holiday Gift That Keeps Giving

Order Today!
*Off er good through 12.22.17. Mention this ad, or use code XMAS17at 

checkout. This off er is not transferable and the off er is available those who 

have not subscribed in the last 31 days. Special introductory off ers are 

limited to no more than two special subscriptions in a twelve month period 

and must be paid in advance to qualify for special rate. Once the above 

discounted period ends, you will be billed at the regular subscription rates.

Local News, Events & 

Information in Weekly Coupon Savings

Shopping Circulars & Special Off ers

Local Jobs, Real Estate & Classifi eds

Puzzles, Comics, Contests & Fun

Local Dining & Entertainment Updates

& So Much More

Special Gift  
Subscription
Rates*

Includes FREE e-Edition Access

Local News & So Much More

20 Weeks for $15.00

52 Weeks for $30.00
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Cottage Grove

Dentistry is our profession, people are our focus.

Birch Avenue Dental
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Dentistry is our profession, people are our focus.

Birch Avenue DentalBirch Avenue Dental
• General Dentistry

• Implants

• Sedation

• Financing

1325 Birch Ave.

Cottage Grove

birchavenuedental.com

541-942-2471
      Tammy L. McClung DDS • Park W. McClung DDS

(541) 942-0185  
123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Pet Cremation
Dignifi ed Options for Our Faithful Friends

     At Smith Lund Mills we believe that pets 
are an important member of any family. 
   When a pet dies it can be very diffi  cult 
time for everybody involved. We 
understand the feelings of losing a pet and 
our professional, caring staff  will be ready 
to assist you during this time of loss.

Crumley’s Crumley’s 
Christmas TreesChristmas Trees

2 New Locations 2 New Locations     

29th & Willamette St.29th & Willamette St.

18th & Chambers St18th & Chambers St..

   cash/checks only please 

Serving South Eugene for 30 years!

Wreaths 

and 

Garland 

TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES?

Call Paul to

help simplify

the complicated.

541-517-7362
Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent

coverage4oregon@gmail.com

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 • Expires 12/31/17
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

Pets tips 'n' tales: Cleo's Christmas miracle

COURTESY PHOTO

(L to R) Elinor, Molly, Amanda holds Adeline and their miracle cat CleoCatra, and Shane.

As CleoCatra (Cleo) the sev-

en-month-old Russian Blue 

cat's family was moving from 

Utah to Washington state, trag-

edy struck.

 They were traveling in two 

vehicles. Shane, the daddy, was 

ahead of his wife Amanda's van 

which carried their three chil-

dren Elinor-5, Molly-3, and 

Adeline-1, their cat-Cleo and 

dog-Irene.  The vehicles were 

packed to the hilt, and like many 

traveling families, the pets sat 

on the children's laps.

 Then the unthinkable hap-

pened outside of Pendleton, Or-

egon. The van's tire blew. The 

vehicle rolled over and landed 

on its roof.  The totaled van's 

windows shattered allowing 

their pets to escape.  Amanda 

and the children were banged 

up but have since healed.

 In the mayhem that purr-

sued, both pets bolted. Irene 

was killed by a passing vehicle 

and Cleo disappeared. The dev-

astated family was stranded in 

Pendleton for a few days.  All 

the while they hoped that Cleo 

would turn up at a shelter. 

 "Molly named her stuffed an-

imals Cleo," said Amanda, "and 

Elinor cried every night for her 

kitty." 

 The family eventually rent-

ed a van and headed out to 

their new home in Bellingham, 

Washington.

 Two weeks before Christmas 

their phone rang and Amanda 

began crying. 

"This is the last phone call 

I imagined," she said. "Oh my 

gosh! I can't believe you found 

her!"

 On the phone was animal 

advocate, Robin, a Pendleton 

Animal Welfare Shelter board 

member.

 What a smart cat Cleo was 

because she ran a mile from the 

busy freeway and took up ref-

uge in Robin's barn.

 

Twelve days after the car 

crash, when Robin was in the 

barn feeding her horses she saw 

a young cat scampering up into 

the rafters.  She climbed up after 

it and there was Cleo!

 "She told me that Cleo still 

had her ID collar," said Amanda. 

"We were all amazed that it had 

stayed on in the accident. Robin 

read our number and immedi-

ately phoned. Can you believe 

that kitten survived a vehicle 

accident, hunger, a snowstorm 

and freezing temperatures for 

almost two weeks!

 When Elinor and Molly 

heard the amazing news, they 

jumped up and down with joy-

ful abandonment. Adeline didn't 

understand what was going on; 

but when Robin sent us a pic-

ture of Cleo, Adeline wanted to 

stare at it all night."

 Robin's newspaper featured 

Cleo's story to see if anyone 

could drive the kitty to Bell-

ingham. Luckily, a woman 

who lives in Bellingham had a 

daughter graduating from Boi-

se State and they volunteered 

to bring Cleo when they drove 

home. And they did, a week be-

fore Christmas on Molly's birth-

day.

 "Cleo has regained the 

weight she lost back and is do-

ing great," said Amanda, "She 

loves us and we do her. Our 

children giggle watching Cleo 

play. One day, the cat was play-

ing in her open crate when she 

discovered a toothbrush. It took 

seven hilarious minutes for her 

to wiggle the toothbrush into 

the crate, leaving her us all in 

glee-fi lled hiss-terics.  I still am 

amazed how our story turned 

out. It was a good Christmas af-

ter all."

 TIPS

 In retrospect Amanda said, 

"We had sold most of our pos-

sessions before the move and 

packed the van with what was 

left. I wish we had made room 

for our pets' crates, never think-

ing that something terrible 

would happen.

Shane and I can't believe that 

Cleo's collar stayed on for two 

weeks. From now on all our pets 

will have microchips, so we 

don't have to rely on a miracle 

to have them returned!"

 Sadly, Cleo's case is not iso-

lated. When I was the photog-

rapher for the fi re department, 

the responders to the freeway 

crashes were well aware of how 

many pets escape during the 

emergency attention shown to 

their guardians.

 When traveling with a pet, 

even a pet carrier can pop open 

during a crash.  A microchip is 

the best way to have your lost 

pet identifi ed as collars and ID 

tags can get lost in the confu-

sion.

 Tell us about your pet!

angelscribe@msn.com

 "Follow" Pet Tips 'n' Tales on 

Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/

PetTipsandTales

 Adopt Loving Pets

www.PetFinder.com

 Humane Society for Neuter/

Spay Assistance Program. (541) 

942-2789

By MaryEllen Scribe
For The Sentinel 

350 Washington, Cottage Grove (behind Better Bodies)

541.942.7934

Dr. Brent Bitner, DDS

NEW: Digital X-Rays (use less radiation)

Cottage Grove Dental

Implants •Teeth Whitening • Extractions 
Lumineers (no prep veneers as seen on TV)


