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Last Thursday, Oregon football expert Ken
Woody visited the Cottage Grove Rotary Club
where he talked all things Oregon football. The
former Oregon football player, Division I coach,
Fox Sports television analyst, current Regis-
ter-Guard columnist and author of “After Further
Review” sat down with the Sentinel and talked
about a little of everything. Here is an excerpt of
the conversation that has been edited for clarity
and flow.

Ken Woody: Really, when I got out of school
before I got involved in coaching I wanted to be
a play-by-play radio broadcaster for ice hockey.

Cottage Grove Sentinel: That was the goal?
Why hockey?

KW: It’s probably the best spectator sport there
is. I love football but I love hockey, too. Lot of
action and it is a game where defense can be ex-
citing.

CGS: On the Ducks though, on that side of
things, how do you think Justin Herbert compares
to the rest of the Pac-12 quarterbacks?

KW: Favorably. I wouldn’t take any one of
those other guys over him.

CGS: If you had the chance for USC’s Sam
Darnold on the Ducks?

KW: We know Darnold is good, but Herbert is
smoother. We know Herbert is just like Mariota.
We know that he is an All-American boy, he’s
smart, he studies, he obviously has taken to being
more of a visible leader.

CGS: You mentioned your prediction at the be-
ginning of the year was that the team would finish
6-6. How has it changed after seeing the Pac-12

not being as strong this year and the Ducks being
better on defense than expected.

KW: I am absolutely marveling at how much
better they are on defense and it’s all coaching.
You see them run to the ball. Pass plays there are
guys around the ball and they are going to it. They
are making plays. Defensive line is so much dif-
ferent. They have lower pad levels and they are
staying square. They were struggling a little bit at
times but you’re gonna. Their pass rush was unbe-
lievable. Last year they would blitz a linebacker
and it would be ho-hum, he would never get there.

CGS: There was never much pressure.

KW: I’'m seeing a totally different defense. I
just see a different intensity in the players and
coaches. And the players love the coaches. They
will play hard for them and they will have fun.
That’s one thing about Taggart that I really, really
like is he says guys you got to have fun. Because
when you are having fun you will work hard and
you will practice hard and you’ll be together. Ev-
erything you are doing is with a positive look on
it. Oregon needed the change that they got.

CGS: Do you have a record that you think this
team can get to?

KW: You look at teams and how they have
played so far and you would have them favored
over Arizona State. Cal didn’t look as good
against Weber State as they did the week before
but they’ve got athletes. Then they play Washing-
ton State. I would have Washington State favored
in that game because they’ve got more experience
but the Ducks keep improving, it might be a toss
up.

The Ducks could very well be favored against
UCLA, it could be a toss up. Washington may be
the only game that I don’t think they can win right
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now. I think they could win all the others. A lot of
people think Utah is kind of a gimme but they are
really good.

CGS: Do you have an all-time favorite Oregon
team?

KW: The '94 Rose Bowl team. I was doing
color for Fox at that time and that team changed
things around. I don’t know if you remember it,
how old were you then?

CGS: I was born in *95.

KW: [Laughs] Here is what you missed. Ducks
win big against Portland State in their opener.
Then they go to Hawaii, and I did that game live
back to Portland and the Ducks lost like 37-14.
Then they played Utah at home and they got beat
but they played a little bit better.

So then Nick Aliotti, we were close friends and
I was talking with him, and the captains came to
Rich Brooks and said we need to condition more.
And they all got together and they said we’ve got
three goals, and Aliotti tells this to me, we’re go-

ing to play hard, try to get better and we’re going
to have fun. And that’s it.

The next week they play Iowa at home and
Towa is good. There are now fans that are excited
about Oregon losing because they think we can
now get rid of Brooks.

They ended up kicking Iowa’s butt. There were
fans that were there that were upset that Oregon
won. The next week they go to USC and they
win. They go to Washington State and they get
screwed on a couple of calls but then they end up
running the table.

It was just amazing. Sitting there in the Rose
Bowl there was one of my former teammates in
front of me and there were tears coming down his
face and he turns to me and says I can’t believe
we’re here.

That team had some great personalities. Just
really good guys that they molded together and
they were a fun time. They are the ones that raised
the bar.

BEAT THE PICKERS PANEL

VILLAGE GREEN
IS this Week's Tie-breaker Pa

sSusan Monroe
is this week's READER winner with 11-0!
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WIN $20 EVERY WEEK
With the Foothall Contest

Fill out the form below for your choice of winners. The TIE-BREAKER game is the Sunday night game.
Guess the total points of this game. In the event of a tie-breaker tie, the winner will be determined

by a drawing. Entries must be received by Friday, 5 pm at the Cottage
Street, (P.0. Box 35), Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424, Mailed entries mus

Employees of the Cottage Grove Sentinel and their families are not eligible to win. In the event of
multiple winners, final weekly winner will be drawn at random from preliminary winners.
ATTENTION: Tiebreaking Process - the designated tie-breaker game will e judged on total

points ONLY, Please estimate the total points for the tie-breaker ga
One entry per family.

Total Points for the Sunday Night Game;

OREGON ARizoNA STATE
CGHS AT EimiRn
Siterz UnLey AT NortH DoueLas
EixTon AT Camas Unwiey
MapLETON AT Yoncara H omest ead
SERTTLE AT TENNESSEE .
Kansas City AT LA CHARGERS F urniture
BALTIMORE AT JncKSONVILLE Family Owned
Denver AT BurraLo for 40 years
New ORLEANS AT CaroLiNa . Y
PITTSBURGH AT CHICAGO 615 Main Street
AtianTa AT Derroir 541-942-8711
CLEVELAND AT INDIANAPOLIS

TIEBREAKER:
OnKLAND AT WASHINGTON

RESORT & GARDI
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AARON This Week Stats:10-1 Season Stats:20-4

Grove Sentinel, 116 N. 6th
t be postmarked by Friday.
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YOU CAN PLAY AND WIN!

LARRY This Week Stats:10-1 Season Stats:18-6

JAKE This Week Stats:11-0 Season Stats:18-6

= Baltimore

725 Row River Rd
541-942-2491

Sentinel

116N, 6th

Cottage Grove, OR
(541) 9423325

FOOTBALL CONTEST

DAN

Sears
eallrs

Oregon
Cottage Grove
North Douglas

Elkton

Mapleton
Seattle
Kansas City
Baltimore
Denver
Caronlina
Pittsburgh
Detroit
Indianapolis
Tie-Breaker 34

Oregon
Cottage Grove
North Douglas

Elkton

Yoncalla

Seattle

Kansas City
Bra H
Denver com\gcge
Carolina
Pittsburgh
Atlanta
Cleveland
Tie-Breaker:54

Oregon
Cottage Grove
North Douglas
Camas Valley

Mapleton
Tennessee
LA Chargers
Baltimore
Denver
Carolina
Pittsburgh
Atlanta
Cleveland
Tie-Breaker 52

118 Gateway Blvd.
Cottage Grove
541-942-7377

HORNERS INC.
FOREST & GARDEN EQUIPHENT

79132 Hwy. 99 North
Cottage Grove

LUANN

A Brad’s Buy is a
Better Buy, with
acres of vehicles
to choose from!

2775 Row River Road
541 942-4415
www.bradschevy.com

Main & Hwy 99 « Cottage Grove
(541) 942-2551

This Week Stats:10-1 Season Stats:18-6

Arizona State
Cottage Grove
North Douglas
Camas Valley
Mapleton
Tennessee
Kansas City
Baltimore
Buffalo
New Orleans
Pittsburgh
Atlanta
Cleveland
Tie-Breaker:28

DARLENE This Week Stats:10-1 Season Stats:18-6

Oregon
Cottage Grove
North Douglas

Elkton

Mapleton

Seattle

LA Chargers
Baltimore
Denver
Caronlina
Pittsburgh
Detroit
Indianapolia
Tie-Breaker:55

"

541.942:5781

This Week Stats:10-1 Season Stats:17-7

Oregon
Cottage Grove
Siletz Valley
Camas Valley
Yoncalla
Seattle
Kansas City
Jacksonville
Denver
Carolina
Pittsburgh
Atlanta
Indianpolis
Tie-Breaker:46

Chevy

CHEVROLET, INC.

LARRY This Week Stats:11-0 Season Stats:18-6

Oregon
Cottage Grove
North Douglas

Elkton

Yoncalla
Seattle
Kansas City
Baltimore
Denver
Carolina
Pittsburgh
Atlanta
Indianapolis
Tie-Breaker:40



