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L
ast Saturday, the Cottage Village 

Coalition (CVC), a community 

group looking to provide afford-

able housing, had an open house to dis-

play the property that they are planning to build 13 tiny houses on. 

These houses will be around 200 square feet each with the idea of 

serving individuals or families who do not have the resources to 

afford other housing options. 

This group in Cottage Grove is under the umbrella of the Eugene 

based group SquareOne that has been doing this work in Eugene 

and is expanding their model to smaller communities starting here 

in town.

“We don’t really have druthers as to in which community these 

get developed because all the communities need them,” said Lorne 

Bostwick the SquareOne Board of Directors President. “But Cot-

tage Grove is ready to do it.” 

Cottage Grove is the fi rst rural community that SquareOne is 

working with in this capacity. The partnership between the orga-

nization and Cottage Village Coalition was cited by Bostwick as a 

deciding factor in choosing Cottage Grove for the project as well as 

the property located on E. Madison. The goal, he said, is to even-

tually incorporate the model used in Cottage Grove for other rural 

projects around the state. 

He expects construction on the 13 houses to be completed by next 

summer. 

While it will be completed  in a year, the process to getting there has been in the works for about a 

year and a half. In the winter of 2016, when temperatures were cold, people in town started expressing 

a desire to implement affordable housing in the city. 

“It was freezing out and a people were dying out in the homeless camps so a bunch of people came 

together to think about housing in this community,” said Valeria Clarke who is an organizer with Cot-

tage Village Coalition. 

While there is excitement for having a place for affordable housing, there are also some concerns 

from neighbors who will be living near the area. 

“Some of the neighbors aren’t as happy as others about us putting this here but we are hoping that 

over time as we create it they will see our vision the way we see it,” said Clarke. “A lot of them are 

really supportive but hesitant. They’re still kind of weary and I totally respect that.”

CVC is working to fundraise construction fees for the project which is said are expected to mount 

$800,000. The Meyers Memorial Trust grant the group received to purchase the Madison property stip-

ulates that construction must be completed by the summer of 2018. However, CVC notes that it may be 

able to secure extentions for construction should they fail to meet the deadline. 
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THANK YOU • BOHEMIA MINING DAYS • THANK YOU
It takes many hands and hearts working together to produce the Bohemia Mining Days Festival each July. With grateful thanks 
the BMD Board members recognizes the following individuals, businesses and organizations who contributed time, talent, cash 
and/or supplies toward the success of our 58th Year! Planning for 2018 is already underway and we welcome your input in that 
process. Visit www.bohemiaminingdays.org to give us your feedback or call the festival offi  ce at 541-942-5064. 

Our Sponsor & Volunteer Appreciation Dinner is Friday August 11 at 6 pm. Contact us for location and to RSVP.

•Ann M. White, CFP •Annah Clark •Annie Odean •Banner Bank •Ben Goyen •Birch Avenue Dental •Bob Ehler 
•Bob Hamilton Auto Sales •Bob Hardy •Bohemia Gold Mining Museum •Bohemia Mine Owners Association •Bohemia Park Foundation •Bonnie 

Gilvin •Bookmine •Books on Main •Boyce and Sons •Brad’s Cottage Grove Chevrolet •Bradly Shepherd •Brent Hoover •Brittany Lyons •Bruce 
Brown •Bruce Kelsh •Burris Family •Buster’s Main Street Café •Caitlyn May •Cascade Home Center 

•Cascade Mountains Gold, Tom Bohmker •Cathy & Bill Simmons •CG Area Chamber of Commerce •CG Habitat for Humanity •CG Bi-Mart 
•CG Body Studio •CG Calvary Chapel •CG Economic Business Improvement District •CG Garbage Service •CG Genealogical Society 

•CG Historical Society •CG Library Staff  •CG Museum Board •CG Police Dept. •CG Quality Inn •CG Riding Club/Rodeo •CG Sentinel Staff  
•Chevron Market Express •Chloe & Nevin Beckes •Cindy and Ralph Weeldreyer •City of Cottage Grove •Claire Sylvain •Coast Fork Feed 

Company •Commonwealth Financial Network •Community Sharing •Connie Green •Coral Moselle •Covered Bridge Festival Tour Guides 
•Craft y Mercantile, Michele Rose •Creswell Chronicle •Dallas McCord & Terry Paxton •Dan Hill •Dana Dillon 

•Dave Johnson & Wanda Mosegard •Dean & Wendy Johnson •Deb Pelzman •Debbie Chalmers •DirtCheapCopies.Com 
•Dog Rock Expeditions, Josh Bohmker •Don Williams •Donald Resue •Donna & Doyle Shepherd •Douglas Maddess, DMD 
•Edward Jones Financial •Ellen Hogue •Emerald People’s Utility District •Faye Stewart •First American Title Insurance Co.

 •First Presbyterian Church •Flower Basket •Frank Perdue •Fred Combie •Fred Talbot •FreeForAll Magazine •Gabriele Wellness Center 
•Garland & Darlene Burback •Gary Hilgandorf •Gary Manly •Gary Williams, Bohemia City Marshal •Gates Family Tradition •

Gateway Counseling Center •Gayle Hozelle •Grant Johnson •Greg Lee Photography •Grocery Outlet •Grove Lemati Café & Lounge 
•Grove Medical Equipment & Supplies •Haylie Taddei •Holli Turpin •Horner’s Inc. •Hoyer Accounting •Jack Sprat’s Café •Jake Boone 

•James Fijalka •Jani-King •Jay Th e Magician •Jeannie Handsaker •Jeff  & Celia Gowing •Jerry, Marjie and Jill Vaverka •Jessica & Mac Baker 
•Jessica Davenport •Jessica Hannah •Jim’s Point S Tires & Services •Jim Goodling •Jim Hardwick •Jim Markus •Jimmy Schaper •Joe Jenks 

•Joe Piscopo Plumbing •Joe Raade •Joel, Sharlene and Cameron Reiten •Joelie Saunders & Andy Wright •Jonathan Backer, DDS •Justin Swearingen 
•Karen and Greig Munsell •Ken Turner •Ken & Helen Lile •Kenneth Michael Roberts •Kevin Pillow, CPA • Kim & Kevin Hampton 

•KNND Radio •KPNW Radio •KSOW lp Real Rural Radio •Kris Woodard •Kyle Bounds •Kyle Dolan •Lane Community College-CG Staff  •Lane 
Electric Cooperative •Len Blackstone, Windermere Real Estate •Les Schwab Tire Center •Lily Fisher •Lisa Jas •Living Faith Assembly •Loren 

Goodman •Lura Kidner-Miesen •Lynell Th omas •Maria Day •Marie Longfellow •Mark McCaff ery & Erin Fifi eld •Mary-Ann Jensen •Masonic 
Lodge #51•Matt LaCasse •Matt Parsons •Matthew Fisher •Mialey Construction, LLC •Michael Morales 

•Mickey’s Aff ordable Auto Sales •Middlefi eld Oak Senior Living •Mike Grant •Monica Venice •Mountain Bear Trading – Doug Stack 
•Nikola Sŭsec •Northwest Community Credit Union •Old Mill Farm Store •OLPH Catholic Church •Oregon Community Connections Magazine  

•Orr Reeve •Pacifi c Power •Pat Fanton •Patton’s Country Gardens •Patty Guerra •PayneWest Insurance •Penny Bierly
•Phil & Noami Lynn Baramore •Pinocchio’s Pizza, Williams Family •Prospectors and Golddiggers Club •Rain Country Realty, Th eresa Abbott 

•Rebecca Panella •Reiten Entertainment •Rhonda Worley •Robin & Rebecca Jones •Roger Rue & Antique Engine Friends 
•Rice Plate, Kim Kea •Richard Meyers •Riley Joyce •Rio & Whisper •Roger’s Antiques & Collectibles •Ron Jacques •Russ Kaleese 
•Ryan McKinnon •Safe Haven Board & Members •Safeway •Sally Duncan •Sandy Cameron •Scott Ferguson •Sean Kelly •Sears 

•Settelmeyer Family •Shady Oaks Plants & Produce •Sharon Anseth •Sharon Van Gorder •Shawn & Nadine Kelley •Shawna Bratton 
•Shelby Taddei •Smith Lund Mills Funeral Chapel •South Lane Fire & Rescue/FireMed •South Lane Wheels •Stacy and Kim Solomon 
•Stacy’s Covered Bridge Restaurant •Star Posthumus •Starfi re Lumber Company •State Farm-Matt Bjornn •Steven Cook •Sue Robins 

•Sŭsec Family • Suzy Kanich •Tabitha Cooper •Tara Sue Hughart •Tax Service Plus •Terri Evans •Territorial Lane Company 
•Territorial Seed Company •Tina Woody •Tom and Nancy Pepiot •Travel Lane County •Trinity Lutheran Church •Trudy Borrevik 

•US Bank •Wayne White (Western Façade Walls) •Western Oregon Opry •Weyerhaeuser •Williams & Mathis Accounting 
•WIOA Student Interns & Heather Lawson •Yoss Team

"Tiny house" project introduces itself to the neighbors
By Zach Silva

zsilva@cgsentinel.com

Minimum wage Continued from A1
and try to sell advertising, I hear businesses say 

we need to seriously need to look at our opera-

tions due to the minimum wage going up." 

He also noted that he believed the increase in 

pay per hour would lead to further automation and 

higher prices at local businesses. 

Reiten owns KNND Radio and employs six 

people, part-time. According to him, the Cottage 

Grove Chamber of Commerce did not take an of-

fi cial stance on the issue when it was working its 

way through the legislature.

According to the Oregon Employment Depart-

ment, 14 percent of the jobs state-wide were ef-

fected by the increase in minimum wage pay. 

A study by the National Low Income Housing 

Coalition earlier this year stated that, while min-

imum wage varied across the country, in no state 

was it possible for an individual to work 40 hours 

in a minimum wage position and rent a median 

apartment. 
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Cottage Village Coalition held an open house to invite the community to view its plans for a 13-home development 

meant to combat the lack of affordable housing in Cottage Grove. 


