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Paw-tentially deadly!
 

“Years ago, an EPA study 
stated that ALL fl ea/tick 

products are known to cause ill-
ness and fatalities,” according to 
Jean Hofve, DVM. (LittleBig-
Cat.com)

One Tips ‘n’ Tales reader re-
ports her experience:

“My two cats, Fred and 
Shaq, were engaging in frantic 
scratching,” said Joan, “and the 
white duvet cover they sleep on 
was covered in black sand and 
pin-sized blood drops.

I went online and discov-
ered these are classic fl ea signs.  
None of my animals have had 
fl eas for 25 years, and the ones 
that did arrived with them as tiny 
rescues.  We used the fi ne tooth-
fl ea comb method because they 
were too young to treat with 
products. We eliminated the 
fl eas by combing them out sev-
eral times a day with the comb, 
then dropped the parasites into 
soapy water, drowning them be-
cause they don’t have traction to 
jump out.  It took a week to get 
rid of the fl eas.

So, now I’m dealing with del-
icate senior cats. 

A friend recommended a 
product. Rather than calling my 
vet, I went to a pet store look-
ing for this product to treat my 
cats.  The clerk recommended a 
different product and briefl y de-
scribed how to apply it.  I bought 
it, took it home, and opened the 
package.  Much to my surprise, 
there was no information on the 
product or its application – just 
two tubes.  The ‘warnings’ on 
the outside of the package were 
enough that I went to the Inter-
net to further investigate. 

Nothing on the product’s 
website included its application, 
but the next website was ‘fi lled’ 
with complaints about the 
product!  Over 500 people had 
posted horror stories about how 
their dog or cat had had adverse 
or life-threatening reactions to 
this product! Pets needed im-
mediate veterinary assistance, 
including IVs, and many died.  
Thank goodness for the Inter-
net! It is like having a private I 
in our homes! I was glad that I 
researched it ‘fi rst’ and decided 
that it was never going on my 
cats!

I went to another pet store and 
bought the product my friend 
had recommended - one of the 

big name fl ea chemical prod-
ucts - seven times the price of 
the other product.  The product 
comes in two strengths - one for 
cats under four kilograms (ap-
proximately 8.8 pounds), and 
another for those over four ki-
lograms.  So as a precaution, I 
weighed each cat before apply-
ing the product.

As soon as it dropped on Fred, 
he instinctively backed up fi ve 
feet and shook himself, manag-
ing to fl ing the product all over 
the fl oor. The package warnings 
clearly stated that pets should 
not ingest the product.  Panic! 
So, according to the package I 
washed the fl oor with soap and 
water so that neither cat, (nor I), 
would walk in the stuff and then 
lick their paws.

This made me wonder, what 
happens when a pet’s child or 
parent forgets and kisses or 
touches their chemically treated 
fur? Or what does it ‘really’ 
do when it penetrates a pet’s 
skin?”

Joan spent a day vacuuming 
everything, including their fur-
niture with a disposable-bag 
vacuum! This way the fl eas 
were trapped in the bag. She 
then changed fi lters. (Fleas can 

remain in a bagless vacuum or 
escape during emptying.) Then 
she spent another day steaming 
everything – fl oors, carpets, fur-
niture, cat beds, etc.  Now, Joan 
weekly launders their bedding 
and the towels the cats sleep 
on.

“When I returned the cheaper 
product,” said Joan, “The clerk 
listened to my story of no in-
structions and the product’s di-
sastrous reviews.  He thanked 
me for returning the product and 
was glad I had not used it on my 
cats!  I was shocked – I’ve never 
been thanked for returning any-
thing!

He said his company receives 
complaints all the time on this 
product, but no one pays atten-
tion.  He was a veterinarian in 
Europe, unable to practice here, 
so he works as a vet assistant 
and as a store clerk.  He said he 
had “... asked them many times 
to remove the product from the 
shelves and had tried to teach 
others not to recommend the 
product”.  He was upset to hear 
that a clerk had recommended 
the product.  He thought that it 
would take a major disaster (my 
interpretation – like a pet dying 
and the owner suing the store) 
for the pet chain to pay atten-
tion.

Mary Ellen, I know you have 
a pet network.  Please share this 
warning to whom ever it may 
benefi t. We love our pets!  I want 
to alert other pet parents to the 
fact that there are some poison-
ous products out there.  Imagine 
how awful I would have felt if 
a cat had died and I am retired 
and can’t afford expensive pet 
medical bills.

 
Thanks for any help you can 

give to innocents like me, Fred 
and Shaq. Thank you for teach-
ing others to research their 
pets’ products before applying 
them.”

 

TIPS

Because Dr. Jean does not 
advise using any chemical fl ea 
product, here are her suggests 
for a natural approach to fl ea 
elimination:

www.onlynaturalpet.com/ho-
listic-healthcare-library/fleas-
ticks/53/the-natural-approach-
to-fl ea-control.aspx

 
We have discovered the most 

effective fl ea comb! Four Paws 
Magic Coat palm fl ea comb’s 
tines pick up fl eas and their dirt.  
Most combs run through a pet’s 
coat missing fl eas, but not this 
champ!  Our cats like the feel 
of the comb and we love the re-
sults.

 
Homemade pet fl ea shampoo:
www.cuteness.com/article/

make-homemade-flea-sham-
poo-cats

4 oz. glycerine

1 pint mild liquid dish soap
1 pint apple cider vinegar
1 pint water
 
After we rinse our cats we 

give them an baking solda/oat-
meal bath to soothe their fl ea bit 
skin

And we have tried the ho-
meopathic remedies Apis and 
Ledum to soothe them.

 
Disclaimer: This article, 

based on personal experience, is 
for informational purposes only 
and is not intended to prescribe, 
treat, diagnose or cure.   Always 
consult your Veterinarian.

 
Tell us your pet’s story.
angelscribe@msn.com

DRAIN:
Gateway Family Fellowship
Church of the Nazarene
337 “C” St. Drain, OR
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship 10:45am
Living Hope Free Lunch
Wed. at 12:30pm
541-836-7051 www.drainnaz.org

HOPE U.M.C.
131 W “A” St. Drain, OR
541-315-1617
Pastor: Lura Kidner-Miesen
Bible Study: 10:45am
Potluck Lunch: Noon
Worship: 12:45pm

COTTAGE GROVE:
6th & Gibbs Church of Christ 
195 N. 6th St. • 541-942-3822
Pastor: Aaron Earlywine
Youth & Families Pastor: Seth Bailey 
Services: 9am and 10:30am
Christian Education
Nursery for pre-k - 3rd Grade
www.6thandgibbs.com

Calvary Baptist Church
77873 S 6th St • 541-942-4290
Pastor: Riley Hendricks
Sunday School: 9:45am
Worship: 11:00am
The Journey: Sunday 5:00pm
Praying Thru Life: Wednesday 6:00pm

Calvary Chapel Cottage Grove  
1447 Hwy 99 (Village Plaza)
541-942-6842
Pastor: Jeff Smith
Two Services on Sun: 9am & 10:45am
Youth Group Bible Study
Child Care 10:45am Service Only
www.cgcalvary.org

Church of Christ 
420 Monroe St • 541-942-8565
Sunday Service:  10:30am

Cottage Grove Bible Church
1200 East Quincy Avenue
541-942-4771
Pastor:Bob Singer
Worship 11am
Sunday School:9:45am
AWANA age 3-8th Grade,
   Wednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pm
www.cgbible.org

Cottage Grove Faith Center
33761 Row River Rd. • 541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Isaac Hovet
www.cg4.tv
Summer Schedule: Sunday Service 10am
Full Childrenʼs Ministry available

Covered Bridge Nazarene Church
152 S. M St.
541-942-4422
Pastor: Cindy Slaymaker
Sunday School: 9:30am
Worship 10:30am

Delight Valley
Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711
Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the
 Auditorium
First Presbyterian Church
3rd and Adams St • 541-942-4479
Pastor: Karen Hill
Worship: 10:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
www.cgpresbynews.com

Grove Community Church
77820 Mosby Creek Rd.
Cottage Grove, OR  97424
541-942-0123
Pastor: Bryan Parsons
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Nursery: Infant - Pre-K
Kidʼs Church: K to 5th grade

Hope Fellowship
United Pentecostal Church
100 S. Gateway Blvd. • 541-942-2061
Pastor: Dave Bragg
Worship: 11:00am Sunday
Bible Study: 7:00pm Wednesday
www.hopefellowshipupc.com
“FINDING HOPE IN YOUR LIFE”

Living Faith Assembly
467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Pastor Rulon Combs
Sunday School All Ages 9am
Worship & Childrenʼs 
         Church 10:00 am
Sat Evening Service 6:00pm
Youth 180 Mondays 5:30-8pm

Non-Denominational
Church of Christ
1041 Pennoyer Ave * 541-767-0447
Preachers:  Tony Martin & Robert Evans
Sunday Bible Study:10:00am
Sunday Worship:10:50am & 5:30pm
www.pennoyeravecoc.com

Old Time Gospel Fellowship
103 S. 5th St. • 541-942-4999
Pastor: Jim Edwards
Sunday Service: 10:00am
Join us in Traditional
Christian Worship

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and St. Philip Benizi
Catholic Churches
1025 N. 19th St.  
541-942-3420 / 541-942-4712
Pastor: Roy L. Antunez, S.J.
Euch. Liturgies; Sat. 5:30pm 
Sun. 10:30am
St. Philip Benizi, Creswell: 
552 Holbrock Lane • 541-895-8686
Sunday: 8:30am

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Church with the fl ags.”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am
All Welcome

Seventh-day Adventist Church
820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213
Pastor:  Kevin Miller
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 am
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 pm

Trinity Lutheran Church
6th & Quincy • 541-942-2373
Pastor: James L. Markus
Sunday School & Adult Education 9:15am
Sundway Worship 10:30 am
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Tue & Thur 
5:00pm TLC Groups
tlccg.com

United Methodist Church
334 Washington • 541-942-3033
Pastor:Lura Kidner-Miesen
Worship: 10:30am
Comm. Dinner (Adults $5, Kids Free)
2nd & 3rd Monday 5-6:00pm
cottagegroveumc.org

“VICTORY” Country Church
913 S. 6th Street • 541-942-5913
Pastor:  Barbara Dockery
Worship Service:  10:00am
Message:             11:00am
“WE BELIEVE IN MIRACLES”

WWorshiporship DDirectoryirectory

Our Worship 

Directory is a 

weekly feature in

the newspaper.  If 

your congregation 

would like to 

be a part of this 

directory,  please 

contact the 

Cottage Grove 

Sentinel

at 541-942-3325.

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND 

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

Welding Supplies and Gases Sold Here 

We can help.

1-855-ORE-ADRC
HelpForAlz.org

Mom has always 
been so patient, 
but now when I 

ask her questions 
she gets angry.

Call us with questions 
about aging 

and Alzheimers.

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN SERVICES PROGRAM

It’s not like her.

Photo by Mary Ellen “Angel Scribe”

Joan and one of her still-alive cats, Fred, share their 
scary fl ea tale!


