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Owl in the family

BY JON STINNETT
The Cottage Grove Sentinel

’d like to tell you about a new family
that’s moved into our neighborhood.

Actually, if neighbors who have lived
nearby for a long time are to be believed,
what my family and I have witnessed as
new arrivals have actually been returning
here for years, and they give the term “snow
birds” a much more literal connotation.

I’d been catching glimpses of them for a
few weeks now, always at twilight, though
their shapes and their strange language was
unlike anything I'd ever heard — until a
chance encounter one evening last week,
that is.

After a long Monday of putting together
yet another edition of the Sentinel, I found
myself walking the short half-mile or so
back downtown to retrieve my work camera
in hopes of catching a shot of the “Straw-
berry Moon,” a rare full moon that occurred
this year on the longest day of the year, the
Summer Solstice. After turning the corner
onto the next block, I heard an unmistak-
able loud screech, a sound that has become
commonplace this time of night. Look-
ing up into the nearby trees, I observed a
large, white bird eyeing me from the tree-
tops, turning its head this way and that as
if to size up its visitor. Suddenly, from the
alley nearby, an identical bird took flight,
its impressive wingspan showing itself as it
swooped noiselessly overhead.

A rush of exhilaration overtook me as I
continued my walk into town. Retrieving
the camera, I took several pictures at All-
America City Square and eventually walked
back toward home as the full moon towered
over Cottage Grove, turning all in its gaze
an ethereal shade of silver.

Crossing the railroad tracks, I could al-
ready see another bird perched high on a
telephone pole several blocks away. Return-
ing to the location of the earlier sighting,
I found myself surrounded by no less than
five such birds, the moonlight now illumi-
nating them as they swooped from tree to
tree. Completely in awe of these creatures
and the show they were staging for me alone
on such a magical evening, I stood in the al-
ley for what seemed like an eternity before
sleep eventually beckoned me back home.
There, lying motionless in bed, I heard their
telltale screams continue long into the eve-
ning.

The next morning, frantic Internet search-
ing convinced me that I had encountered a
family of barn owls, or Tyto alba, the most
widely distributed species of owl, which is
found almost everywhere in the world. Their
white, disc-shaped faces help to gather the
sound of the rodents and other prey that they
hunt at night, and each bird is about 13-15
inches in height.

That much was confirmed to me later
by Betsy Glenn, a biologist with the U.S.
Department of Fish and Wildlife stationed
in Portland who spends much of her time
studying a much rarer species, the Spotted
Owl. Glenn said that barn owls are fairly
acclimated to humans due to their prefer-
ence for living in the structures that give
them their names. This time of year, barn
owls find themselves nesting, and she rea-
soned that I had been seeing a pair of owls
and their young. Young barn owls or owlets
appear almost as big as their parents, Glenn
said, because they’re still covered in a mass
of down, and their nighttime squawking can
be interpreted as a constant and impatient
request for more prey to feed their growing
bodies.
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A still image captured from a recent
video shows a young barn owl out-
side its nest during the daytime.

Glenn said the owls may have been more
active because of the full moon, which I
found easy to believe given my earlier en-
counter. The owls have recovered quite well
from the devastating impacts of DDT and
other pesticides in the 1970s, she said.

Later, I questioned a few neighbors about
the birds, reasoning that they must have
also heard them. It turns out that they have
been nesting in an industrial-type building
a block away for years, returning in about
April to raise another brood. The young will
likely call Cottage Grove their home until
they strike out on their own in about Sep-
tember, Glenn said.

Just about every evening since last Mon-
day, I've brought family and friends into
the alley to see these magnificent birds, and
we’ve all marveled at the proximity such a
magical creature is willing to share with us.
Over the near-decade I've spent in Cottage
Grove, encounters with birds have done
much to illuminate my knowledge of the
changing of the seasons here and the won-
drous balance that can exist between nature
and humankind. Here’s hoping that such en-
counters can provoke a similar connected-
ness for you and your families.

“I would vacuum my house at
least every other day, if not every
day, to suck up fleas and their
eggs,” says Kachadoorian. “Also
wash the pet’s bedding once a
week with hot, soapy water.”

The most fastidious cleaning
job in the world might not be
enough if your pet already has
fleas. Persistence in cleaning
and early treatment is the key.

There are a number of adult
flea control products available
on the market, including spot-on
topical products that are usually
applied monthly. Some of the
spot-on products also contain
growth regulators that inhib-
it the development of immature
flea life stages. Pets can also be
given tablets orally containing
these insect growth regulators.
Flea collars and ultrasonic de-
vices have had limited success,
according to Kachadoorian.
Again, a conversation with your
veterinarian is an important step
to take.

“Most  of these  products
usually work very well,” says
Kachadoorian.  “They  are
so much more effective than
the old days of putting a dust or
spray on the animal or giving
them a flea bath.”

Remember— most of these
products are considered to be
pesticides. Care and caution
is required to use these flea con-
trol products because, if used
incorrectly, the pet could have a
bad reaction.

“You need to read that pes-
ticide label very carefully and
make sure you apply the prod-
uct properly as instructed by
the label,” says Kachadoorian.

“The label  instructions are
not part of some marketing
gimmick, but are there to protect
animals and ensure that fleas are
safely killed.”

For example, a product’s la-
bel may say that it is to be used
only on dogs. Some active in-
gredients in products are not
toxic to dogs but may be lethal
to cats; an example would be
permethrin.

Product labels also provide
instructions on the appropriate
age and weight of the animal
being treated.

“There have been instances of
people trying to save money by
purchasing a product meant for
a Great Dane— a large animal—
and then splitting that product
up to treat smaller animals,”
says Kachadoorian. “Often,
the dosage isn’t right and pets
candevelop medical problems or
worse.” Use flea combs to pick
up fleas, flea eggs, and ticks on
puppies and kittens that are too
young for flea and tick products.
Younger animals and smaller
breeds can be particularly sensi-
tive to insecticides.

If your pet experiences a bad
reaction from a spot-on prod-
uct, immediately bathe the
pet with mild soap, rinse with
large amounts of water, and call
your veterinarian. Ask your vet
to report the reaction through the
National Pesticide Information
Center’s Veterinary Pesticide
Incident Reporting Portal at
<http://npic.orst.edu>, or call
NPIC at 1-800-858-7378.
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VFW 4™ OF JULY PICNIC

PROPERTY EVALUATION CERTIFICATE

This certificate entitles you to an evaluation of your property by a
CENTURY 21° Real Estate Professional. Contact me and I will show you how much

N

your property is worth in today’s marketplace.

& RAFFLE

PICNIC: July 4,2016 12:00 pm — 5:00 pm
at the VFW (3160 Hillside Drive-CGQG)
FOOD FOR SALE: CHICKEN,
Hot Dogs, Chips & Salads soft drinks;
coffee & tea
(No Alcohol, drugs or fireworks allowed)
MUSIC: The Country Classic Band,
“Anderson Family & Friends™
12:30pm — 4:30 pm
DEDICATION PROGRAM: 2:00 pm

RAFFLE

Over $2000. Worth of Donations To Give Away!
Provided by the Merchants of Cottage Grove
* Chest freezer with beef included donated by Brad’s Cottage Grove
* Dinners * Car Services * Massages ¢ Gift Certificates * Golf
* Health Club Workouts and much more. All this can be yours for just
$2.00 per raffle ticket 3 for $5.00 or 7 for $10.00 you do not have to
be present to win the winner will be notified by phone or mail

541-942-7099 All proceeds go to our
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Donata Mitchell or Linda Hartness, Broker/Principal Broker 541-870-9738

Issued By

Nugget Realty 541-942-4476

CENTURY21

625 N. 9th, Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Al information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Prices subject to change. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please
disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the o Enngs Btk it e A7 s happy co wordualt e ap R 1

If for some reason you do not wish a Property Evaluation at this time,

retain this valuable certificate with your important documents.
I%D I:I Each Office Independently Owned and Operated I:E lﬁl
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Thinking of buying & don’t know where to begin?
Cadll us and we will walk you thru the process

Another dental visit?
“Turns out, you have better th|
to do with your time.
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Pass Creek Nursery

END OF SEASON SALE
NOW THROUGH JULY 2ND

ALLITEMS
0% OFF

Customer
Appreciation Day
July 2nd 11am-3pm
Come by and have a
free hamburger!

EREC

One-visit dentistry

We know your time is valuable. That's why we've invested in CEREC
technology that allows for a faster experience when you need crowns,
fillings or veneers. With CEREC, there's usually no need for a temporary
and return visit. Everything is done in one visit, in about an hour -

leaving more time for whatever is important to you.

Implants «Teeth Whitening - Extractions « Lumineers (no prep veneers as seen on TV)

Cottage Grove Dental

Open Monday- Saturday 10am to 6pm (Closed Sunday)

2361 Umpqua Hwy 99 Drain, OR 97435 (541) 836-2699 Dr. Brent Bitner, DDS
. _ 350 Washington, Cottage Grove 942-7934
(behind Better Bodies) CEREC* i a registered trademark of Sirona Dental Systems.




