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Do you know that you have 
an enemy? It’s true. In 

fact, we all have an enemy—the 
devil—and it’s very important 
for us to understand who he is, 
or we will be defeated in life. 

I went to church for years and 
didn’t know the devil was real; 
I thought he was just a cartoon 
character in a red outfi t with a 
pitchfork. I never heard a mes-
sage about the devil and how 
we can have authority over him. 
I did get a good foundation of 
what salvation is, and I’m very 
thankful for that. But I wasn’t 
living a victorious life in Christ 
because I didn’t understand who 
the enemy is, that he is the au-
thor of my problems, and that I 
need to aggressively resist him. 

If you’re thinking, “Joyce, 
I don’t want to talk about the 
devil,” I understand. But the 
devil has strategies and plans to 
come against you, so the worst 
thing you can do is ignore him. 
That’s why I want to help you 
get informed about who he is so 
you can know how to recognize 
when he’s at work in your life 
and how to defeat him.

Because the good news is, 
through Christ, you can be more 
than a conqueror and overcome 
the attacks of the enemy (Ro-
mans 8:37).

We’re in a spiritual war

In 2 Corinthians 10:4 
(AMPC), the Bible says, “For 
the weapons of our warfare are 
not physical [weapons of fl esh 
and blood], but they are mighty 
before God for the overthrow 
and destruction of strongholds.” 
This verse makes it clear that 
our battle is not against fl esh 
and blood. 

In other words, people are 
not the source of our problems. 
People can create problems, but 
we need to realize that the en-
emy works through people, and 
if we just deal with them, we’re 

not getting to the root cause of 
the issues in our lives.

Now, there are several reasons 
why we have trouble: We live in 
a fallen world and experience 
the effects of sin; we disobey 
God and make poor choices; 
and we are directly attacked 
by the devil. I want to focus on 
the ways and reasons why the 
enemy brings trouble into our 
lives.

It’s his nature

The Bible teaches that Satan 
(another name for the devil), 
was formerly called Lucifer. He 
was created by God as an an-
gel with a free will. He was an 
archangel and had great power 
and responsibility. Some bibli-
cal scholars believe he was the 
angel in charge of worship.

Ezekiel 28:13-15 says he was 
covered with precious stones, he 
was the anointed cherub and he 
was blameless in his ways from 
the day he was created until he 
turned against God (AMPC).

Isaiah 14:12-15 explains that 
he is fallen from heaven because 
he said in his heart: “I will as-
cend to heaven; I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God; 
I will sit upon the mount of as-
sembly in the uttermost north. I 
will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will make myself 
like the Most High” (AMPC). 
He used his free will to try and 
be like God, yet he was brought 
down by Him. 

When Satan fell from heaven, 
he took a third of the angels 
with him; therefore, the devil 
and his demonic hosts are alive 
in the earth today. They are the 
evil in this world, and we can’t 
be lazy Christians and expect to 
overcome them.

Keys to defeating your en-
emy

The devil has power, but Jesus 
came to put him in his place and 
deliver us from the power of the 

enemy. First John 3:8 (NKJV) 
says, “…For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works 
of the devil.” When we accept 
Christ as our Savior and come 
into a personal relationship with 
Him, we gain access to the au-
thority and power of God in our 
lives.

John 10:10 says that the en-
emy comes to steal, kill and de-
stroy, but Jesus came to give us 
life—abundant life! And John 
8:32 says God’s truth sets us 
free. See, when we know the 
Word and who we are in Christ, 
then we can recognize the lies 
of the enemy and how he is 
trying to work in our lives. We 
can stand our ground by faith in 
God, submit ourselves to Him 
completely and resist the devil, 
and the enemy must fl ee! (See 
James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9.)

There are so many scriptures 
that help us know how to over-
come evil in the world and live 

victoriously over sin and the 
enemy. For example, Romans 
12:21 says we overcome evil 
with good; 1 John 4:4 reminds 
us that Christ, who lives in us, 
is greater than the enemy in the 
world; and Colossians 1:13-14 
(NKJV) says God “has deliv-
ered us from the power of dark-
ness and conveyed us into the 
kingdom of the Son of His love, 
in whom we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgive-
ness of sins.”

Here’s some more truth for 
you: God loves you and He 
has plans for your life that are 
good…that will prosper you 
and give you hope. Make a 
determined decision to aggres-
sively pursue your relationship 
with God in prayer and through 
studying His Word. By God’s 
grace, you can defeat the attacks 
of the enemy and have the vic-
torious, more-than-a-conqueror 
life Jesus died to give you!
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FREE TEST DRIVE

FREE Hearing Screenings 

FREE Hearing Aid Checks & Cleanings
Just call to schedule an appointment! 

Grant Gording, BC-HIS
Board Certifi ed in 

Hearing Instrument Sciences

Grant's Hearing Centers
www.grantshearing.com

541-942-8444

Jenna Buetow
Hearing Consultant

Stop in and let us send you home with a new 

pair of hearing aids to try, risk-free.

www.andreasons.com

541- 485-6659
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© 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Protect your world
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ERIK BENSON
541-942-2605

Call me today to discuss your options.
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YOU can overcome!

Tom R. Jones

1941-2015
 
Tom R. Jones, 74, of Cottage 

Grove passed away Nov. 28, 
2015.

Tom was the fi rst-born twin 
( b r o t h e r 
is Tim 
R. Jones 
of Indian 
M o u n d , 
Tenn.) born 
on Sept. 
25, 1941 
in Hatfi eld, 
Ark. to JY (Sid) and Cleda 
Jones.

He graduated from Cottage 
Grove High School in 1960.

He had an honorable military 
career, joining the U.S. Marine 
Corps in 1961 and reenlisting in 
the U.S. Army in 1969 until his 
retirement in 1985.

Tom is survived by his wife, 
Mary, along with his two chil-
dren, Jeff Jones of Oakridge, 
Ore. and Jennifer Caldwell 
(Jones) of Clayton, N.C. from 
a previous marriage. He is also 
survived by his sister, Dorothy 

Jones of Hawaii, stepchildren 
Beverly Cahoone of Cottage 
Grove, Richard Cahoone of 
Meriden, Conn. and Stephanie 
Bruhn of Eugene, Ore., along 
with 18 grandchildren and fi ve 
great-grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he 
is preceded in death by two sis-
ters, Karen Hedien (Jones) and 
Melba Jones.

His interment service was 
held at the VA National Cem-
etery in Roseburg, Ore. on Dec. 
7, 2015. In lieu of fl owers, Tom 
would like donations made to 
the Wounded Warriors Project.

 

Norma “Katherine” 

Estes

1937-2015
 
Norma “Katherine” Estes, 77, 

of Cottage Grove passed away 
Dec. 3, 2015.

She was born Dec. 13, 1937 
in Mt. Pleasant, Ark. to Harold 
Ingram and Lena Mae Rudolph.

She attended high school at 
Richmond High in Richmond, 

C a l i f . , 
School of 
Electroly-
sis and 
Real Estate 
School.

On May 
19, 1956 in 
Richmond, 
Calif., she 
and Bob Estes were married.

Katherine worked as a sec-
retary for different businesses, 
owned and operated an elec-
trolysis and skin care business, 
and then worked for Century 21 
Nugget for 12 years, where she 
retired.

She enjoyed cooking, sewing, 
and homemaking. Katherine 
loved to travel, but found that 
she always liked to come back 
to Oregon, which she called 
“My Oregon”. She was a mem-
ber of the Cottage Grove Lions.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Bob Estes of Cottage 
Grove, and a sister, Jane Parks 
and husband Larry of Toledo, 
Spain.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents.

No service is planned. Ar-

rangements under the care of 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Cha-
pel, Cottage Grove.

 Thomas (Lamar) 

Rhodes

1953-2015

Thomas (Lamar) Rhodes, 62, 
of Cottage Grove passed away 
Nov. 23, 2015 from an aortic 
aneurism.

He was 
born Aug. 
22, 1953 
in Koscius-
ko, Miss. 
to John 
and Billie 
( H a r t e l y ) 
Rhodes.

After graduating from high 
school, he worked as a logger 
and mill worker.

He enjoyed camping, fi sh-
ing, hiking and swimming. He 
had been a member of the Boy 
Scouts.

Survivors include his mother, 
Billie Rhodes of Cottage Grove, 
a sister, Belinda Watson and her 

husband, Roy, of Cottage Grove, 
and nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
his father.

Visitation will be held at An-
dreason's Cremation & Burial 
located at 320 N. 6th St. in 
Springfi eld on Friday, Dec. 11 
at 11 a.m. followed by a service 
at noon.  Burial will take place 
at Brumbaugh Cemetery east of 
Cottage Grove. A Celebration of 
Life will be held later that eve-
ning at 8 p.m. in Cottage Grove 
at El Tapatio, 725 E. Gibbs Ave., 
in their banquet room. Arrange-
ments under the care of Andrea-
son's, Springfi eld.

Donald Richard 

Lounsbury 

1935- 2015

D o n 
passed as 
he prepared 
for church 
on Sunday, 
November 
29, 2015.

He was 

born January 5, 1935, in Omak, 
Washington. He grew up in 
Drain and lived in Dorena.  

Don was a man who loved 
to learn. He was a carpenter, 
woodworker, beekeeper and 
most passionately, a preacher 
of Christ. He loved to serve his 
communities. 

Don is survived by his be-
loved wife of 59 years, Virginia; 
children, Don (Sandy), Laura 
(Joel), and Dale (Judi); 6 grand-
children, and 4 great grandchil-
dren.

A celebration of life will be 
held December 12, 2015 at 1 
p.m. at Row River Christian Fel-
lowship, 37553 Row River Rd., 
Dorena. Donation may be made 
to Row River Christian Fellow-
ship to continue the ministry!

Nov. 27, 2015

To Lottie Kassies of Creswell, 
a son. 

Nov. 29, 2015

To Lacie Anson and Johnathan 
Carrillo-Enders of Cottage 
Grove, a daughter. 
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