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The court had not only granted
her a divorce, but had given her
sole custody of little Pearl.

They’d been separated for
a little over a year when they
reconciled and remarried. This
time, though, Dickerson got his
wife to sign a pre-nuptial agree-
ment to the effect that if the
marriage failed again, he would
get custody of Pearl.

The new marriage lasted just
a few months before Martha
was once again suing for di-
vorce. But this time, she needed
more than just her freedom. She
needed to make a strong enough
case to the judge for her pre-
nuptial custody contract to be
set aside. It was clear that this
detail was where Garrett came
in. As one of Dickerson’s more
trusted employees, he’d seen
and heard a lot — and Dicker-
son mentioned in his testimony
that he had asked Garrett for ad-
vice on the case. Clearly Garrett
knew, and was preparing to re-
veal on the witness stand, some-
thing that might very well take
Pearl away from him in spite of
the contract.

This didn’t prove anything,
of course. But it did establish
another possible motive for
Dickerson’s shooting him. And
it also created some problems
with the story Dickerson tried to
tell in court.

“She begged me to take her
back,” he testified. “I told her I

would take her back if she had
learned her lesson, and would
treat me right, as I had always
treated her.”

Dickerson then tried to paint
a picture of the happily remar-
ried couple before the arrival
of the interloper Garrett, appar-
ently keen to make sure the jury
knew a contented, happy home
had been wrecked by his preda-
tions.

It was clearly a tough sell
— especially considering that
the couple’s plans for re-divorce
had been covered prominently
in the Oregonian less than a
month before. As every newspa-
per reader knew, the divorce had
been precipitated by Dickerson
coming home drunk, accus-
ing his wife of infidelity, firing
a rifle shot through the roof of
the house and threatening to kill
her. All of this was a matter of
public record, along with the
testimony of drunkenness and
abuse that had resulted in the
couple’s first divorce.

On the other hand, there were
some letters that had been found
in Garrett’s trunk, which Martha
had written to him, which made
it very clear that she was quite
fond of him. There was nothing
to support Dickerson’s claim
that they’d had an affair, but
plenty to suggest that Garrett
planned to woo Martha after the
divorce was finalized. It wasn’t
much — but for Dickerson’s de-
fense team, it was all they had
to go on.

In closing arguments, Deputy
District Attorney Fitzgerald un-
leashed a rhetorical broadside
that clearly resonated: “When a
man goes out in broad daylight
and shoots his victim down like
a dog he has to get his lawyer
to concoct some sort of a de-
fense for him,” he said. “If there
ever were any criminal relations
between Mrs. Dickerson and
this poor devil Garrett, Dicker-
son never knew anything about
them except by idle rumors.
Dickerson never saw those let-
ters written to Garrett by Mrs.
Dickerson until after the murder
was committed.”

Against this, defense attor-
ney Seneca Fouts, had little to
offer besides the usual Unwrit-
ten Law exhortation: that, in the
Oregonian’s words, “the verdict
of this jury (would) be watched
by all the libertines in the coun-
try” and “the verdict ought to be
such that it would be a warning
to such men.”

Dickerson’s other defense at-
torney was even less subtle: “I
do not think you men will de-
clare by your verdict that the
seducer of women and smasher
of homes can ply his wicked vo-
cation unrebuked right here in
Portland.”

It wasn’t looking good for
Dickerson as the jury retired to
think on his fate. Seven of the
12 were for throwing the book
at him with a conviction of first-
degree murder — which would
have meant a hanging — against

five who favored acquittal. But
over the subsequent 11 ballots,
compromises were suggested
— first second-degree murder,
and then manslaughter — and
the jury finally decided to con-
vict him of manslaughter.

When the verdict was read,
Dickerson was visibly shocked.
“He evidently expected acquit-
tal,” the reporter wrote. “He
paled a little as he stood while
the verdict was read.”

He was sentenced to three
years in the penitentiary — a
sentence which, although not as
stiff as it could have been, sent
the first clear message out that
The Unwritten Law could no
longer be relied upon to justify
murder.

(Sources: Portland Morning
Oregonian: 26 May; 22 and
23 June; 10, 15 and 16 Sept.,
1909)
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Patton’s Country Gardens
¢ U-Pick Pumpkins

+ U-Pick Tomatoes 30¢/Ih.
o U-Pick or We-Pick Dahlias - Lots of Colors
* Gourds 3/$1.00

) * New Crop Apples 89¢/Ih.
* Lots of Winter Squash

Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 ¢ Sunday 12-5
Closed Monday

M1-942-1672

[ mile north of Delight Valley School » 60432 Delight Valey School Rd.

Cottage Grove
Dentinel

Our Community Newspaper
since 1889

UPTO0
23% OFF

Sears

. KENMORE
Appliances ¢ Lawn & Garden APPLIANCES
PLUS GET AN EXTRA UPTO
5% OFF ALL APPLIANCES| 10% OFF
OR OTHER APPLIANCE
12 months special financing over $499 w/Sears Card BRANDS
OR Sale Valid

Free Delivery over $499 w/Sears Card October 15-19

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove
541 -942-7377 (Next to Bi-Mart) Open 7 days/week

NEWSPAPERS

BRING LEARNING TO LIFE!

SS00 SHoPPING SPREE

at any of the following businesses.
Use all or part at one or several businesses
Contest Runs October 7 - October 28

Winner will be announced in the November 4 Cottage Grove Sentinel
To enter cut out the entry form and drop them off at the businesses for the drawing.

! Purchased
October 14-20

HALLOWEEN
I GIFT MERCHANDISE y

i 40% OFF

The Flower Backet
and Gift “Boutique

0% OFF

any one regular priced
item from our

BOUTIQUE o)ﬁ

#  CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES |
i Purchased October 14-20

119 South 6th Street 541-942-0505

The Flower Basket and Gift Boutigue
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CASCADE

Home Center (s41) s95-4166

& Equipment Rental 104 Soutﬁ MillSt. o Creswell
Mon-Sat 8am-6:30pm o Sunday Sam-4pm

(541) 942-1301

40 South 5th * Cottage Grove

Cascade

Address:

HOMESTE%D
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615 Main Street I:ottage ﬂrove 541-942-8111
WWW.HOMESTEADCG.COM

$189

(Similar Styles
to choose from)
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Daily Lunch
& Dinner Specials

11/06/13

Torero's

Address:

’3 COME VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE
FOR ALL YOUR
GARDENING NEEDS!

-Live plants
‘Vegetable, herb and flower seeds
‘Gardening tools and accessories

Stop by today and pick up your

Terr1t?or1a1 Seed Company

20 Palmer Ave - Cottage Grove « South of the Village Green
Open Mon-Fri 8:00-7:00, Sat 8:00-5:30, Sun 9:00-4:00

p—
11/06/13

Territorial Seed

One Entry per family per business per week. Must he 18 years old to play.

No purchase necessary. No copies of the entry form will be accepted.
Gottage Grove Sentingl Employees and thelrfamilies are not eligible o enter




