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in the Willamette Valley. Hobo 
spiders, research shows, are not 
poisonous to humans, but their 
bite may cause pain, redness 
and itching. Poisonous brown 
recluse spiders do not live in Or-
egon, according to Langellotto. 

Hobo spiders and house spi-
ders (both in the genus Eratige-
na) look so similar that experts 
need a microscope to tell them 
apart. Both are medium brown 
with a lighter chevron on their 
upper abdomens. They are usu-
ally found in dimly lit areas like 
boxes, closets, storage areas and 
woodpiles.

Another common spider, the 
yellow and black garden spi-
der (Argiope aurantia) can be 
seen outside where it often sits 
conspicuously in its orb web in 
open spaces waiting for prey.

In contrast to the garden spi-
der, black widows (Latrodectus 
spp.) build messy, mesh-type 
webs in out-of-the-way spots. 
Females have a glossy black 
body with a distinctive red 
hourglass on the bottom of their 
rotund abdomens. Male wid-
ows are more drab, slender and 
smaller.

If you’re interested in hav-
ing a spider identifi ed, bring it 

into your local OSU Extension 
offi ce. Make sure the spider is 
dead; kill them by placing in a 
container and putting it in the 
freezer.

“Spiders are not going to seek 
you out to bite you,” Langel-
lotto said. “The tend to be shy 
and not aggressive. If you don’t 
bother them, they won’t bother 
you.”

If you want to avoid bother-
ing them, here are Langellotto’s 
recommendations for keeping 
spiders at bay:

Wear gloves, pants and a 
long-sleeved shirt when han-
dling fi rewood or stored boxes 
where spiders may have built 
funnel-shaped nests.

Seal holes around doors, win-
dows and outlets for plumbing 

and wiring where spiders can 
fi nd entry into the house.

Sweep webs from corners, 
rock walls and under eaves. Re-
peat as necessary.

Keep porch lights switched 
off as much as possible to keep 
from attracting fl ying insects 
that make good prey for spi-
ders. Or switch to yellow bulbs, 
which attract fewer night-fl ying 
insects.

Place simple cardboard sticky 
traps (without the use of insec-
ticide spray) along baseboards 
and bed frames where wander-
ing spiders tend to move.

Keep vegetation near house 
mowed or trimmed.
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ished. Authorities assumed he’d hopped a 
freight out of town. They angrily vowed to 
bend every possible effort to catching him.

The very next day, though, this nice, clean 
morality-play narrative was already starting 
to show a few spots of tarnish. First off, it 
soon became clear that Gittings was more 
than just some random beat cop sucked into 
someone else’s domestic drama.

“There is plenty of evidence to show that 
there was very bad feeling existing between 
the two men,” the Oregonian reported; “that 
Gittings was friendly with Mrs. Bradley; 
that Gittings was friendly to and in sym-
pathy with the members of Mrs. Bradley’s 
family, who were on bad terms with Brad-
ley.”

Just how friendly Gittings was with Brad-
ley’s family – and with one member in par-
ticular – became obvious at the policeman’s 
funeral, held the following day. The funeral 
service was a fairly short one, and just as it 
was ending, a closed carriage raced up to the 
funeral home and three heavily veiled wom-
en burst forth. It was Kate Bradley with her 
sister, Aggie Vanders, and one other woman 
whom the reporter didn’t identify.

“My God, are we too late?” sobbed 
Vanders noisily. Upon being told that they 
were, Kate Bradley asked where the inter-
ment would be held. Then the three ladies 
bounded back into the carriage and raced 
away.

The carriage caught up with the funeral 
procession, then passed it and raced on to 
the cemetery, where the three ladies in-
stalled themselves at the open grave to 
await the arrival of the casket. When it did 

come, they made a tremendous scene with 
noisy sobs and wails of anguish, as the dead 
policeman’s widow stood at the head of 
the grave, ashen-faced and trembling, qui-
etly weeping and obviously trying to ignore 
them. Remember, these intruders were her 
husband’s murderer’s wife and sister-in-
law. They were clearly the last people poor 
Mrs. Gittings wanted to see.

If their arrival was unexpected, it 
shouldn’t have been. The funeral director 
told the Oregonian’s reporter that Vanders, 
in particular, had visited the funeral parlor 
twice before to view the body – the fi rst 
time on the day after the murder, a Thurs-
day, on which occasion she “cried over the 
body until requested to leave.”

“Friday she called again,” the article con-

tinues. “She threw herself across the casket, 
her sobs being audible throughout the build-
ing. After this scene she was not allowed to 
view the remains again.”

The reporter then puts the pieces together 
– almost – with the next paragraph:

“Mrs. Vanders has long borne the bitter 
hatred of Mrs. Gittings,” he wrote. “She 
lived next door to the Gittings shanty on 
Humboldt Street and Gittings spent much 
of his time in her company.”

And if that weren’t enough to clue Port-
landers in on what was really going on, 
there was this small item, run as a sidebar to 
the main story:

“Last night it was learned that Mrs. Aggie 
Vanders … demanded of the policeman’s 
widow that she surrender certain papers, 
said to be in Gittings’ pocketbook. The 
woman also asked for the dead man’s watch 
and revolver. … Mrs. Gittings refused to 
give up the belongings.”

The story was starting to smell more than 
a little bit sordid. But the real weirdness had 
only just begun. We’ll continue the tale next 
week.

(Sources: Portland Morning Oregonian 
archives, Dec. 19, 20, 21, 22, 1907)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon State 
University and writes about odd tidbits of 
Oregon history. For details, see http://fi nn-
john.com. To contact him or suggest a top-
ic: fi nn2@offbeatoregon.com or 541-357-
2222.
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The mugshots of Offi cer John Git-
tings and his murderer, Melville 
Bradley, as they appeared on the 
front page of the Portland Morning 
Oregonian on Dec. 19, 1907


