
12A    COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL    September 16, 2015

And the Wiener is... 

Saturday, September 26, 2015

10am in Coiner Park10am in Coiner Park

Sponsored by and for the benefit ofSponsored by and  for the benefi t of 
Cottage Grove Area Habitat for HumanityCottage Grove Area Habitat for Humanity

REGISTER NOWREGISTER NOW
FOOD, FUN, PRIZESFOOD, FUN, PRIZES

Wiener Dog RacesWiener Dog Races 
(Dachshund breeds only)(Dachshund breeds only)

All Breed Events ~ Costume Contests,All Breed Events ~ Costume Contests, 

Photo Contests, Talent ContestsPhoto Contests, Talent Contests

2015 Wiener Dog2015 Wiener Dog 
Races & Pet FestRaces & Pet Fest

Registration Forms are available 

on our Website - www.habitatcg.org.  

Also at the Habitat Offi ce - 

2155 Getty Circle, Unit #1 

in the Industrial Park 

and the 

Humane Society’s This ‘n That Store

For more information -

 email cgpetfest@gmail.com 

or call 541.953.1351

Sponsored by:

Banner Bank

Cottage Grove Sentinel

 M.D. Yearous Logging

Williams & Mathis

Re/Max Advantage Plus

 Hard Knocks Brewing

 Assist to Sell

and Farmers Insurance

FREE

SOUTH LANE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE

Sept. 18: Station 3 - 55 S. 1st Street • Creswell

Sept. 19: Station 1 - 233 Harrison Ave. • CG

541-942-4493 • www.southlanefi re.org

JOIN US AT:
JOIN US AT:

FEATURED MOVIE: DESPICABLE ME 2FEATURED MOVIE: DESPICABLE ME 2
ACTIVITIES BEGIN AT 6:30PM – MOVIES BEGINS AT DUSKACTIVITIES BEGIN AT 6:30PM – MOVIES BEGINS AT DUSK

BRING LAWN CHAIR OR BLANKETBRING LAWN CHAIR OR BLANKET 

MEET SPARKY - FREE POPCORN & COTTON CANDYMEET SPARKY - FREE POPCORN & COTTON CANDY

FREE HOT DOG & BEVERAGE – FIRE SAFETY BOOTHSFREE HOT DOG & BEVERAGE – FIRE SAFETY BOOTHS

INFLATABLE SLIDE – JAWS OF LIFE DEMOSTRATIONINFLATABLE SLIDE – JAWS OF LIFE DEMOSTRATION

SPECIAL VISIT FROM LIFEFLIGHTSPECIAL VISIT FROM LIFEFLIGHT

MOVIE
AT THE FIRE HOUSEMOVIE
AT THE FIRE HOUSE

and Fire Prevention Fairand Fire Prevention Fair

an “at-grade” crossing meant 
to accommodate horseback rid-
ers, who had noted in the plan-
ning process that their horses 
would be shy about walking 
through a tunnel.

The second bicyclist fatal-
ity in a four-year span — that 
of former Cottage Grove High 
School counselor and South 
Lane School Board member 
Michele Portmann in 2011 
— helped prompt the Bureau 
of Land Management, which 
oversees the Row River Trail, 
and Lane County, which man-
ages Row River Road, to seek 

a solution at the intersection. 
In 2007, cyclist Claude Weimer 
was killed at the intersection, 
where trail users had previously 
been forced to cross the road at 
a place of high traffi c volume 
with motorists traveling at high 
speeds around a large curve. 

The BLM subsequently ap-
plied for and received a $1 
million Federal Lands Access 
Program grant to build the un-
dercrossing, which was ap-
proved after a round of public 
meetings in which other options, 
such as a bridge, were discussed. 
The 2011 fatality also prompted 
the formation of a Coalition for 
Bicycle Safety, which targeted 
improvements at the intersec-

tion and elsewhere on the trail, 
including Milepost 5.4, another 
intersection that brings trail us-
ers into confl ict with fast-mov-
ing vehicles.

Sherwood-based Weitman 
Excavation has managed the 
construction project, which they 
said was subject to only a short 
delay when a piece of the box 
culvert that forms the tunnel 
under the road was broken in 
transit. McKinney said there is 
still electrical work and “close-
out details” that need to be com-
pleted on the project, and the 
County hopes to hold a ribbon-
cutting there to offi cially open 
the new tunnel in October. 

TRAIL

Continued from page 1A

Downtown institution comes to 

an end with barber's retirement
Charles 'Chuck' 

Conklin operated his 
shop on Eighth St. 

for decades

BY SAM WRIGHT

The Cottage Grove Sentinel

Charles “Chuck” Conklin 
ended an era in June when 

he closed the doors to “Chuck’s 
Barber Shop” for the last time. 
Chuck owned the barbershop-
for over 55 years, but Conklin’s 
legacy in Cottage Grove goes 
further back. 

Conklin, 80, has been in Cot-
tage Grove for the better part of 
60 years, and has spent his en-
tire life in the Lane County area. 
He has been a barber for over 
55 years, and his hair-cutting/
grooming career began after he 
served four years in the Navy 
as a clerk and a typist. After his 
service, Conklin moved to Cre-
swell and did what many ser-
vicemen do — he used his G.I. 
Bill to go to school. 

Conklin’s interest in being a 
barber came from a close friend 
of his father, who also was a 
barber.

“My dad’s friend, Ralph 
Boslow, owned a barbershop, 
and I said ‘Well hell, I’ll just 
do that,’” he said. So in 1959, 

he registered for school. After 
fi nishing school in, Conklin 
worked for Boslow and eventu-
ally bought the shop in 1962. 
Boslow died of cancer later that 
year.  He also had a partner, Jim 
Carver, who worked with him 
from 1964 to 1971, but Carver 
eventually left the business to 
become a warehouser. It wasn't 
until 1990 that it was renamed 
to "Chuck's Downtown Barber-
shop" on Eighth St. 

For 55 years, Conklin enjoyed 
his entire career as a barber, but 
in June of this year, had to retire 
to take care of his wife. 

Conklin said he hasn’t sold 
his building but has sold all of 
his equipment. 

Chuck’s was a quintessen-
tial old-school barbershop. Not 
many careers or small busi-
nesses last as long as Conklin’s, 
and he always tried to maintain 
a conservative stance on how he 
ran his business. It was as clas-
sic a barbershop as any in the 
country, and Conklin even let 
people smoke inside.

“It defi nitely wasn’t in ac-
cordance with state law, but we 
let people smoke in there all the 
time,” Conklin said. 

photo by Sam Wright

Chuck Conklin ran a classic barbershop on Eighth St. 
downtown until June.


