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at OIT. Corwin also led the Owls to
back-to-back postseason appearances
in 2013 and 2014.

According to Athletic Director Dave
Presley, Corwin was a candidate dur-
ing last year’s search process; however,
the timing was not yet right for him to
leave the OIT program.

“It’s not very often that an AD will
come across a candidate who is, frank-
ly, so overqualified as Jason,” said Pre-
sley. “We are very fortunate that the
stars aligned this time around.”

Corwin grew up in the Springfield
area and coached at Thurston High
School for five years prior to becom-
ing the head coach at OIT. He said
that the opportunity to be closer to his
home and children was a key factor in
his decision to accept the position. His

daughter, Haley, will be a sophomore
at the University of Oregon, and his
son, Carson, will be a freshman at Wil-
lamette High School.

“I’m really excited to be joining the
South Lane School District,” said Cor-
win, who will be teaching health and
PE at Lincoln Middle School. “The fa-
cilities are outstanding and the people
are great.”

Although Corwin is Cottage Grove’s
third coach in as many years, Presley
said he believes that Corwin will pro-
vide long-term stability for the pro-
gram.

“I’ve had numerous conversations
with Jason over the past couple of
months as far as his passion for build-
ing a successful K-12 volleyball sys-
tem here in Cottage Grove,” he said.
“When college coaches move down to
high school, they aren’t always willing
to put in the work to rebuild a program.

Jason did not make this decision light-
ly, and he put a lot of work into getting
back to a place where he wants to be.”

While Corwin’s hiring, which was
finalized on July 6, came a mere six
weeks before the start of the fall season,
he feels like the Lions are still on track
for where they need to be. CGHS grad
Elysha served as the interim coach dur-
ing the team's summer league in June.

“It seems like a nice group of kids,
and I really like their energy and hus-
tle,” said Corwin. “It’s also clear that
they want to be good, and they haven’t
necessarily needed a coach to teach
that desire.”

Cottage Grove is expected to return a
pair of all-league performers in seniors
Abby Ladd and Ally Ganchegui. The
Lions will host South Umpqua on Sept.
1 for their first match of the year.

Corwin added that he is not anxious
about taking over a program so close

to the start of the season. He said that
through his coaching experiences he
has become familiar with the 4A level
and the Sky-Em League. He also said
that while he anticipates some adjust-
ment period to working with a younger,
less experienced group of athletes, the
fundamental principals are the same
between high school and college.

Presley said that he has already heard
positive feedback from players and par-
ents on Corwin.

“The first thing Jason told the play-
ers when we introduced him was, ‘You
are volleyball players; you can’t think
of yourselves as just a single position.
Everyone is going to learn how to do
everything, because that’s what’s best
for the team.” That philosophy makes a
lot of sense to me,” Presley said.
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Matt Bjornn ChFC, Agent
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

matt@bjornninsurance.com

For life
Insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

Call me and I'll help you
choose the right life insurance
for you and your family.

We put the life back

in life insurance.”

1481 Gateway Blvd

Bus: 541-942-2623

1311000

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI),
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),
Bloomington, IL

Counseling & Mental Health

South Lane Mental Health

Serving Cottage Grove Since 1988
+ Outpatient Counseling for Children, Adults & Couples
+ Psychiatric Medication Management
+ Crisis Assistance

541-942-2850 * 541-942-3939 * www.slmh.org

Dental Health

Jonathan E. Backer, D.D.S.
* 2

MM Preventive and Cosmetic

\R‘ Family Dentistry
X N%q,yu lPatients

ercome
942 '843 7 1551 E. Main St.

See Dr. Bitner D.D.S., P.C.
350 Washington Ave ¢ Cottage Grove

541-942-7934

(behind International Fitness)

Dental Health

Douglas G. Macddess, DMD

~ N .
u cosmetic
Family Dentistry

New Patients Welcome

914 South 4th St. - Cottage Grove ° 942-1559

Preventive and

Dr. Shane Parsons

605 Jefferson Ave.
Cottage Grove

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
Emergency appts. available daily
New patients welcome
2 Hygienists available * Same friendly and caring staff
Please call for an appointment at 541-942-9171

Hearing

Delaying going to the Dentist?

Sedation Dentistry is a Dream come True... find out if its for You!

BIRCH AVENUE DENTAL

e Comprehensive General Dentistry

il » Advanced Cosmetic Techniques
* Implants

1325 Birch Avenue, Cottage Grove

Venn Vranas
Oregon Hearing Aid Dispenser

541-942-8444 *
1498 E. Main St.  #/

i www.grantshearing.com G;'fa}lt’S

Medicdal

A PeaceHealth
KJ\‘ Cottage Grove

Community Medical Center

Our services include:
Great care

in a great
place.

‘Home Health
‘Emergency
-Physical Therapy Department
-Imaging ‘Walk-In Clinic
-Medical Out-Patient Services

peacehealth.org/cottage-grove - 1515 Village Drive
Hospital: 541-767-5500 « Medical Clinic: 541-767-5200

Medical Equipment
S Grove Medical Equipment

“BuiLbinGg A HeaLTHY CommuniTy™

-Primary Care

-Laboratory

Sales & Rentals of
Respiratory &

Home Medical Equipment.

148 Gateway Blvd

(Bi Mart Plaza)

Cottage Grove,OR97424

541-225-5443

grovemedical@outlook.com
Join us on Facebook

Pharmacies

BI-MART Pharmacy

OPEN at 9am Mon. - Sat. ® Convenient Walk-Up Window
100 Gateway Blvd. ® 942.9107

Next to Safeway in Cottage Grove
Hearing Aids For Every Need And Every Budget

To list your business
call us 541-942-3325



