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A “Fancy” Cat

“My stepdaughter, Jackie, has a gift
for finding animals in need,” said Di-
ane. “But what happened in 1999, on
a hot day in her Arizona backyard, was
even a surprise for Jackie!

As for any stray, she had being feed-
ing a matted-long fur, skittish, skinny
and starving cat that had arrived at her
front door. Two months later, the cat
meowed at Jackie to follow her to the
backyard shed, where Jackie found an
instant family of five kittens! She was
not sure if the young mother was show-
ing off her pretty babies or asking for
help. Either way, Jackie scooped the
kittens up and welcomed the homeless
family into her home.

Had the year-old cat’s pet parents
neglected spaying her and her resulting
heat driven her to escape their home,
run away with a young ne’er-do-well,
only to be left homeless for the next 63
days of the kittens’ gestation? Or had
she, a little fur-princess, not listened to
her human parents and run away with
the love of her life, who jilted her and
left her to mother their offspring by
herself? Either way, it was a sad tale
for the young family. It was fortunate
that the helpless cat had found a safe
manger to deliver and care for her al-
ley-kittens.

Jackie fostered the young family and
for weeks tried locating their original
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Diane cradles her “Fancy” house
ornament!

pet parents. When no one claimed the
cat, I was introduced to them; it was
love at first sight, and still is. I adopted
the mother and one of her kittens. Be-
cause the cat looks like the white Fancy
Feast kitty I named her Miss Fancy, and
the kitten became Smokie.

I have always had cats, but Fancy is
the sweetest, loveliest cat to the point
of being angelic. We are happy to have
her and Smokie as purr-mament fix-
tures in our home.

It was not until nine years later that
I learned that Fancy was a purebred!
In 2008, I attended a convention and
randomly sat beside two ladies; Mary

Ellen, from Oregon, and her friend
Atira, from Seattle. Our conversation
turned to cats. I had three by then, Atira
three and Mary Ellen had four famous
swimming cats. We shared our cats’
cell phone photos and I was surprised
to discover...we all had Silver Persians!
Atira had one, Mary Ellen had four and
apparently I had one too! Our cats all
look alike! We almost fell out of our
uncomfortable chairs! What are the
odds of sitting down, at random, in a
crowded convention and everyone has
the same rare breed of Persian!?

Finding Fancy the way Jackie did
was like discovering a rare gem in your
backyard! Fancy is an aristo-cat with
refined dignity. She is affectionate and
like any Princess - a little demanding.
She is highly intelligent and conversa-
tional. When something needs atten-
tion she finds me, and meow-talks for
me to go and change the litter that isn’t
clean enough, or the drinking water; or
she needs something else. Every day
she ‘expects’ a clean bowl of water —
one-day-old water is not to her liking!
I used to think she was a fussy feline
until I realized that all of us purr-fur
fresh water.

Miss Fancy’s movements and man-
nerisms are elegant, graceful and regal.
She has a talent for finding aesthetic
settings and posing with effortless
beauty. She adorns our home like a
signature house accessory or a piece of

jewelry. I often stop what I am doing
and just stare at her ‘purr-fection’ as
she quietly sits or sleeps. Her beauty
is purr-fectly breathtaking and the only
thing that brings my meditating mind
back to reality is when she blinks or a
whisker twitches.

I love when she meows to be picked
up and cuddled even though she is a tad
bossy. Sometimes when I’'m in a rush,
getting ready to go out, she pushes
open the bathroom door, wanders in,
and loudly meows demanding that I
pick her up. When I look down at her
and mimic her cat-chat, she responds
with an adorable little squeak. Could
she paws-ibly be trying to share make-
up tips? Her large green eyes and brick
red nose look like a make-up artist pro-
fessionally drew black eye liner around
them.

Thank you for asking me to share
Miss Fancy’s story with your readers.
Sharing her sweet spirit reminds me of
the depth of love that I have for her!
I treasure our purr-ecious years togeth-
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TIPS

“One of the challenges of Persian
parentship,” admits Diane, “is keep-
ing them well groomed and mat-free.
I discovered, just like with people, that
a poor diet makes for a poor quality of
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hair/fur. So I've changed Fancy’s food
to human grade quality for a silkier coat.
For trimming her hairballs, I use spe-
cial scissors that are blunt and curved
at the tip so as not to clip her skin. In
the winter, when her fur is extra long,
I trim her stomach and underarm fur to
Y2 inch so it won’t tangle. She likes to
look and feel good, just like us. She
takes pride in the way her fur and skin
feels. And sodo1.”

Videos

“Will You Marry Me” Famous Fancy
Feast kitten commercial: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=VednEJhS10g

Airlines Canine Secret!

http://www.youtube.com/embed/
NK-T_t166TY ?feature=player_em-
bedded

Share your pet tips and tales.
angelscribe @msn.com

“LIKE” Pet Tips ‘n’ Tales
https://www.facebook.com/PetTip-
sandTales

Adopt Loving Pets
www.PetFinder.com

Humane Society for Neuter/Spay
Assistance Program. (541) 942-2789

Continued from page 3A

stories to tell.

Quilts that old naturally have

Cottage Grobe

project involving the 20 or 25
quilts in its care, a project he’s
found fascinating.

“It’s interesting to see how
things have changed over the
years, how styles have changed
and how that change reflects a
change in society,” he said.

A group including Turner has
taken about four of the Muse-
um’s quilts at a time to an ap-
praiser that spends most of a day
with a magnifying glass poring
over the specifics of each item.

“Some of them are pretty
old,” Turner said. “They’re be-
lieved to come from the 1700s
up to the 1970s.”

“They tell how people made
things, how they took care of
them,” he said. “I’'ve always
liked old things.”

The Museum plans to pres-
ent the results of its quilt fact-
finding mission at an August
event, so others may discover
the underlying beauty that
Turner recognizes. “Artistry and
craftsmanship are part of being
human,” he said. “We always
explore ourselves artistically,
musically or socially. It’s a hu-
man drive, and I believe that if
we’re not doing that, we’re not
truly enjoying life.”
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Thinking of buying & don’t know where to begin?
Call us and we will walk you thru the process
Sellers free Market Analysis

- Souper

Tue March 17 5:30 pm 7:30 pm

OLPH Cathollc Church 1025 N. 19th St., Cottage Grove

Tickets $10

Join|usifor/a delicious selection of twelv'eV _
different'soups, plusibread andidesserts,
created by Cottage Grove's finest cooks

Stay/and dine|or; take yours:to go.
Tickets avaliable at
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PROPERTY EVALUATION CERTIFICATE

This certificate entitles you to an evaluation of your property by a
CENTURY 21° Real Estate Professional. Contact me and I will show you how much
your property is worth in today’s marketplace.

Donata Mitchell or Linda Hartness, Broker/Principal Broker

>y

541-870-9738

Issued By

cenTURY21 _Nugget Realty

541-942-4476

625 N. 9th, Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Community,Sharing; 1440 BII‘Ch Avenue’
The! Bookae 7th!& Main Streeet Cottage Grove
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If for some reason you do not wish a Property Evaluation at this time,
retain this valuable certificate with your important documents.

2 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated I

fFor more mformatlon caII 541 ‘942 2176
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Cottage Grove Board of REALTORS®

Territorial Land Company, REALTORS ©
1785 East Main Street, Cottage Grove ¢ 541-942-9141
Real Estate Brokerage & Property Management

DUPLEXES FOR RE
All units are 3 bedroom, 2bath, 1100+/ sq. ft, 1 & 2 car garage units. Oak
cabinets, w/w carpet, most have skylights/back covered patio. Lawn
maintenance provided. Rents are $855/mo 1 car and $875/mo 2 car $895/mo
for corner units. Standard $1,000 deposit with decent credit and good
references. No smoking, some take pets (under 18#'s) with extra $1,000
added to deposit.

DOUG PERKEY, Broker ,@

www.territorialland.com

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

I'm rounding up new
property listings and I've
got buyers for the good,

the bad and the ugly.

Whether you've got prime timberland or a
stump farm. Premium bottom ground or a
hillside, a palace or a fixer-upper, give me a
call for a free market analysis. The only thing
between you and a sale is the price.

JOE WARD PROPERTIES

541-912-0934
Joe Ward, eves 541-942-3958

DEAD OR ALIVE

A1-REALITY ¢

JOHN & LUCETTE
REAKSECKER
“We Sell Real Estate”
(541) 683-6241
541-221-4004 cell

www.a1-reality.com
(Member Lane County Realtors Million Dollar Club)

REAL ESTATE SPRING IS HERE

AVAILABLE: FIVE (5) GARDEN SOIL ACRES WITH
MOHAWK RIVER FRONTAGE. PRICE INCLUDES UNDER-
GROUND POWER INSTALLED.

ESTATE SALE =JUST $110,000 !!!

WANTED: LITTLE HORSE PROPERTY
WEST OF COTTAGE GROVE

WANTED: LISTINGS IN OR NEAR COTTAGE GROVE/
CRESWELL IN $150,000 TO $300,000 PRICE RANGE.

We Appreciate our Affiliates

Commonwealth Financial Network
Cottage Grove Sentinel
Cynergy Pest Control
Eagle Home Mortgage
ENG Lending
Evergreen Land Title Escrow
First American Title & Escrow
First American Home Warranty
Siuslaw Mortgage
State Farm Insurance
Umpqua Bank
PayneWest Insurance
White Water Well Drilling & Pump Service
Williams & Mathis Accounting Service




