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CHAPTER XIV,

Billy Loulse Gets a Surprise.

WNIGHTENED waorrled sk =t
11 henrt becnuse her crowding doubite
nwid wuspdeclons hadd uddenly e
vellopwdd Into bluek cortulnty Just when
she hind thought them dend forever
Billy Loulse rvode up the nurrow,
Focky gKorge she hondd come to hnve B
Vauguse cotuprrelivoslon of the Vit in
tlon Ward tust hinve felt She hind
cotie to necept pliyingly the po bty
thint the cnnks ol InNuence hindd
culten more deeply than appenred on
the  wurfues She  hind  wet herself
stunchly beside him us his friend, who
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Farther along. Billy Loulse heard n
weleotlng 1 er nnd turned her head
Here  onting Inttler thin-flnnuk s und
rough-« tamld tting down o shallow
guliey iu (T il s
chumwmed  together  whenever Ward
Wik n t) W 1 Billy Loulse
Pl e mndd villteed 1110 Ruttler
renclivil  her e nd Blue rabibed
TR TR nd Blue Inid k! cars und
shook his hend th teeth bared, In
piayful  pretense of  anger Ruttler
kicked up his heels In disdain nt the
thireat and trotted nlongside themn

Billy Lonlse rode with puckersd eye

brows Ward ht neglect hils stock,
but he wonld never neglect Rattler

ke this And he must be at home,
pinee here was his horse (O elue ;

Mhe struck Rl wddenly with her
reln-ends and went elnttering up the
trall where the snow lay In shaded,
crusty patches rimmed with dirt Tho

trall was untroncked save hy the loose
LA Where wins Ward?  What had
happened to WMm?  She looked ngnin
nt Rattler. There waus no slgn of re
cent snddle mnrks nlong his stde, no
telltale Imprint of the clnch under his
belly Where wns Ward?

Blind, unrensoning terror filled Bily

Loulse She struck Blue agaln and
plunged Into the ley creek crossing
nenr the stable She stopped  there

Just long enough to see how empty
nmud  desolnte It wns nnd how the
horses and enttle hnd huddled against
Its sheltering wall out o the biting
winds: und how the door was shut
and fastened so that they could not
get In. She opened It nnd looked In,
and shut 1t again.  Then she turned
nnd ran, white-faced, to the eabln,
Where waus Ward?  What had hap-

pened to Ward? Thief or honest man, |

trencherons or true-—what had hap-
pened to him?

Bllly Loulse saw the doorstep bnnked
over with old, crusted snow Her
heart gave a Jump and stopped still
She felt her knees shake under her
Her fuee seemed to ploch together, the
Aesh clnging close to the hones Her
whole helng #eemed to contrnet with
the dendly fear that gripped her It
wae ke that chill morning when she

had erept out of her cot nnd gone over |

to mommie’'s bed and had Uted mom-
mie's hand that was hanging down
She cume to herself; she was rup-

ning  up the ere wwny from The I
cubiln unnlng il wtumbling over
rocks, wnd getting teipped with  hier
riding skirt bl T togapeent], s Moo ue
b renllezed what she wos dolng ; she
topped nnd wtood  with her hanids
prossed hoard ngnlnst ench slde of her
fuce, forcing herself to colimness aganlt
or ut lenst to sanlty, She had to go |
binnik e toddd hersell so, tinpy timmes
Billy  Laoulss ent buck to the
enbin owly, witl hinking legs nied
heniet  that fHuttered  and  stoppeed
Muttered and Jumped wod stopped, nnd
Iee Liivr nNEECr n shier wnbiced Hhe
I bietd thiee donrstep el wtand there
Ith her pnlim jire ng hnrd ngnlnst
hieva e npnle Youve got to do
You've got to!” she whlspered to
herself commmtdingls
hee mever doubted that Ward was
Insliles Shee thought she would fnd
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| [ ¢ Yol I Fuxy and that
halfbireed h I n fxlug up some

more evideoce, hub? You tigure that

I ean’t eateh "em 1) thime and work

the birat i \

I |
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| I K Fox [

ed wuch to tl i It 11 ¢ 1o

him, und T don't reckon vou dd any
vhen you found 1I'd cut the

s S0 It wouldn't hold your rotten

CHECHNSS You can't let vell enough

wlone, though. You thought you'd ralse

i il mi? You thought you'd come
back nnd try another whaek at me be
hind my back. You knew hanged well

I wasn't the kind of man that would

jump the country You knew you'd |
find me rlght here, attending to my |

business ke I've plways done

“But you've overplayed your hand

This time 'm golng to get you—and | ment
Foxy and the hreed along with you. It | the

wis n rocen trick, running Y&'s over
Neabeck's brand If 1 hadn't eanught
o o the act, you'd have planted
them enttle where nll h—1 counldn’t
have saved me when they were found
If 1 hadn't enught you ut It and run
MK monograms over the whole cheese
I'd huve been up ngninst it for falr.
So now you're golng to get what's com

Ing to yuh I won't tuke uny chances

on your not tryving it nguln. I'm golng
z |

to protect myself right

“You throw that gun on the bed”
(Billy Loulse did so, her eyes still

upon Ward's flushed fuce) “Now, get |

down that tablet from the shelf
Here's o pencll,” He drew one from

under his plllow and tossed it toward ¢

her, “Now you write the truth about
nll this rustling It's n blgger thing

than shows rlght In this nelghborhood ' .

I know thnt And 1 know, too, that

Foxy has been pulllng down some on

the side, He never pald for all the
stock that's running sround  vented
nndd rebranded MK, ve got that slzed
up.  Pretty smooth treiek, too; s heap
better than working hrands He ought
to have been satisfled with that—but o
ecrook never Is osatlstled I knew he

wasn't the tenderfoot he tried to make |

out, nnd when | saw sote of hils stock
und that gute Axed to ring n bell when
It was opened, 1 knew he was n crook
Rut he mnde n big mistake when he
threw In with you, you

|
“I want you to write down the

truth about that Hardup deanl; who
was In with you. [ know, all right, but
I want It down on paper, And 1 want
to know how long Foxy's bheen In with
vou, and who's working the game on
the outstde. Get busy; write It all
down., T'll glve you anll the tlme youn

newd ; don't leave out anvihing. Dates |
and all, 1 want the whole graft. Don't |

try to get awny I've got this gun
londed to the guards, amnd you know
I'm naching for an excuse—" He
stopped and coughed agnin, honrsely,
rnckingly. Then he Iny qulet, except
for his rasping breath nnd witched,

e

it of eotton to the north
hnd forgotten her,
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THE RIGHT KIND OF A MAN
FOR SENATOR

Robert N. Stanfield

FARMER, STOCKRAISER, PRODUCER

The state is entitled to the active services of a man who
knows how to work. Work for the state generally and work
for the people of the state, both individually and collectively

Oregon does not need any orators for orators are a drug
on the market, and like constitutional lawyers, they do not
get anything

The Federal Government needs all the assistance Oregon
can give, but is not receiving it because it has not been put up
to the department on a business basis

Today business men are having more to do with the gov-
ernment affairs than ever before. We are spending twenty-
four million dollars a day and the people whe will pay this
money are the people who actually create wealth, the farmer,
producer and the toiler

Our prosperity depends upon our continued industrial
activities and every one of these should be maintained at
maximum capacity.

The prosperity of the small farmer, the small producer
and the small manufacturer is as essential to the state and
the nation as the prosperity of the big man. Every one of
our occupations should be given equal consideration regardless
of the amount produced.

Every encouragement must be given to increase produc-
tion and this can be obtained only through assurance that the
small farmer as well as the big man is going to receive his pro-
portionate share of the war expenditures, and that there will
be a market for his products and a profit to him for his work,
based proportionately upon his cost of production.

There must be equality in all phases of our state and na-
tional industry, and the small fellow must not be forgotten,
overlooked or crowded out through the rush for big things and
big orders and big accomplishments.

If the people of the state want a business man, a worker,
a man who knows, is thoroughly acquainted with every phase
of the industrial situation in Oregon, a man who is capable,
honest and fearless, a man who has by his own labor and
through his own advancement aided in the progress and de-
velopment of Oregon, they want Robert N. Stanfield.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC TIME TABLE

North Bound South Bound
Now IS0:50 a, m. No, 13—2:00 a. m
No, M—4:35 p.m. No. 53—6:54 a. m
No e “idd A m No, 15—2:42 p. m

NOo, 17— 7:40 p. m

No. 53 earries coaches ouly as far

gouth as Ashland.
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t Does L. J. SIMPSON Stand for?
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vorkers and lahorers throughoot the state
For the greatest possible moral, social and e
nt of cit ns of the state
For an efficient state eduentional svstem.
For a clean, impartial, businesslike administrati
Policies backed by twenty vears of practice
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oy A P SlMPSON. (Rlepublican)
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