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CHAPTER XIV,

Billy Loulse Gets a Surprise,

MIGHTENED waorried wliek  mt
l‘ wanrt becannse her crowding doubits
i susplelons had suddenly  de-
veloped Into blaek certuloty Just when
her himed thought them dend forever
Billy  Loulse  rode up the nurrow,
rocky Korg Mhe hnd come to hinve B
viigue  cotprehension of the temptn-
tlon Waurd miust have felt She hind
cotme to necept pltyingly the possihitiiey
thut the ennker of old Infuences hind
euten more deeply than appeasred on
the surfoes ~h hind s hierself
stuniechily b e il ns hils friend v i
would help bl In bineck hils welf
Fes et Nhie felt sure that hs st
uffer terribly with thint kecen, nn tl
el mlnd of his, when he o to
think at all.  He hod no wereped orhiles
Whierewlth to ecase hils congeleties T
Knew hils ldens of right nnd wrong
vee nis ubeompromdsing ns her
nied If he stole enttle, he did 1t h
hin eves qr apen to the wrong hs
vins dolng And vet

“Thuat bind enough, but to try 1
4 il vl - il ‘

" | e gritted hier teeth ove bis
s T f i She bellevedd he hindd
fotes thut thing How could she
help 1t bl | hind seen the corrnl und
bimed  waes Waurd rlide nway from It In
the dusk of the evenls g: or she In

i ! I 1 s W | h e
the e 1l Atid she kn HTTL
ny heh 11 Wa | i toun of
tha | t ufter all the correct one?
Might not the paragraph he  huad
burned been nothing wore than the
[ Ili'IIr

Hily Lou fought for him ; fought
vith  her f ) thiul Judgment
vhich " I I K Itk
eurs  of it vt life to
Elver ailie I il E of hn
LiMEl Wi | W n endervor

At the 1 1. when RBlus il ) r

| 1 tud the o ] iy
| “ o ' h I Iy )
ither W Until tha t hiand
aot Intended 1o seek Ward, but once
ber Hngers hind twitehed the relps
agninst Blue's neck I dld not hest-
nls whe o ol even argue with hep-
welf She Just glaneed up wt thie sun,
for the ittle Aud If von do any
thing hout 11, it will stmply kil
poor old Murthy You ecouldo't wnil
her to the pen, Mr. Seabeck Think
how shi worked there In the Cove:
pnd Charlle has worked ke n perfect
slnve nnd he was trying to get o
sturt so he—could—get married—*

“Hm-mm " Rumors  hnd  reached
Henbeok thunks to Blly Louise's
dropped lushes upon a certnln ocen-
slon, which cuused him to belleve he
snw further light

“And If you're golng to be horrld—="

Wi the—ludy he Wants to marry
give him nnother chanee?

“Don't vou think she ought to—If
she Lloves him? Billy Loulse studled
the skvline upon the slde farthest
from Senbeck

“You say he wants to pay for the
enttle and

“He'll do anything he ean to make
amends” satd BHly Loulse, with con
vietton., “He'll tnke his medicine nnd
go to Jall If you lusist,” she ndded sor
rowfully. *It will ruln his whole [1fe,

of course, nnd breank o couple of wom
en's hearts, hut

“It's n bnad
thing, when
joo fast.”

“It's m godd thing lenrns
the lesson withou® having to pay for It
with his whaole future” Bllly
nmended the statement

HSenbeck Ittle behind his
fingers that Kept tugging at his whis
kers,

“nid
tin—"

“He doesn't
tion of coming"”
him quickly and with perfect
“They'l both be awfully
when they fod It out™
perfectly  true—"nnd
you ride up, they'll
the sherlff ut your hack,
doubt they—"

mighty bnd
nhend

thing, &
mun tries to get

when he

Loulse

silled w

Charlle Fox send Miss Por
Inten-
nssured
truth
-‘||:|-r1-w|f

know 1 lind any

Billy Loulse

which was niso
when they
think you've got
I haven't n

EI

“There ure a few points I'd like
to clear up, If you can help me” Sen-
beck Interrupted,  “All this rustling
that has been golng on for the past
year and a half: are Fox and the
Mellke woman mixed up In that? 1
want,” he sald, “to help the young
wan-—and her. But If they have been
opernting on n large scale, 1'm
afrald—"

have bheen
b
nnswersd

“1 believe Charlie
tnfluenced In some ways by
quaintances” Billy Loulse
more steadlly than she felt. “But his
—rustiing—has heen petty kind.
I won't apologize for him, Mr, Senbeck,

must
ne

of n

I think it's perfeetly awful, what he
has done. Buat I think it wounld be
more awful still not to give him n
chance. The other rustling Is some
outside gang, I'm sure. If Churlie
was mixed up with them, It's very
slightly—Jjust enough to damn him ut-
terly If he were arrested and tried,

He Isn’'t & oatural eriwlonl,  He's Just

| dull with brooding,
| lng at her from the doorway, knew that

Goenk Audl he lenrned hin less=on
I's up to you, Mr, Seabheck, to sny
O3 TR TR HTE hinll hnve n vhanes to
profit by the lesson And there's poor
olil Marthy In It, too, She Just wor
hilps Chinrlle nndd would do unything
even wtenl for hilin

Menheck meditnted for o while, nnid
iy (FTINET wultched him  unensi)
fromg the tull of her vye o tell the
plain truth, she wos In a panle of fear
nt what she had done,

Lust nlght, when she lny curled ap
by the stoave under Ward's waolf-skin
RIIL 1 et the olly  pessible
winy out: To tell Beanheck nnd trust to
his kindness and genvrosity to refraln
from pushing the cus T huve Clint
e Fox give back what e had stolen
or pny for It—anything that wonld snt
Inly Mot ek 's ense of  Justles mined
leet hlm tart  honestly Mhe hindd
thought thnt Sepheck i nered
ful, if she tald hlm In the right
but now, when sha tisle m ginn nt
hie hent, hrooding faee, she wos Tright
el He d not ook merciful, bhut
wticrn e nngry Shiee retnembered
then that stenling enttle Is the ones
crime n eattlemnn finds It hoard to for-
gve

ity Loulse might hnve spared her
Mell s mento ngulsh If she o )
hnve known thet Seanbeck was brood
g aover the wonder of n womnn's love
thnt purdons and condones o wman's
mins

'm gind you enme sand told me
1) ' ha Wil mi 18t “Yery glad i
doeedd, Miss Mool | Certnln #teps
h ¢ heen tnken lutely to push th
wipe out this rustling nnd genernl Inw-
lesin ndd IF yvou hied et told e
| uf I the mills of Justice would
| © Eround I frivnd Of Conprse
1l I ould be merciful to Mrs
Maollke Noo Juary old send an old

Thkes thimt By the way, that

birewsd  they bave hod worklng for
t b « Ip on the denl, too, 1 tike
II

Ve ' I'hey hnd to have
' [ e ta hely Murthy cun't do nny
I e

3] i ! Vol Ki \ Miss M
| i hether thers i nony 1
1 LT i r I nil nnd the
man we hind for stk isprector, Mr
Olnev

“1I-ean't spny n= to thut Billy Lou-
Ine, vou see, did not Ko weh nbout
detall bhut the ttle he did koow
minde her Ledgs

Fher I (queer story nhout Olney,
Y ou YT w how oft the country
don't T h ' ¢ he rode very hur
rlaal up the depot at Wilmer to
tnke the traln Tust ns he steppeed on
n fellom ho kne ! by slght no
tleed n piees f paper pluned on the
buck of ‘ t 1 Kevtd It looses
It was “ry | \ r docu
ment for s n ta In U E on !
bk Nenheok | i I hils
ko bt It ¥ax not & villeh
qu il The ners of | *1 e
1 1 ¥ ' Rreat Ujrset
over something and had evidently for
gotten the paper untll he felt it belng
| | He uld Olney  looked

buck then, und he was the color of &

ork-rind The 1 n w 1 ng it

he man Kk 1! (Hapeer aver to \

tloon and let e
1’i' i\ ' ' Is |I ] [l 1
be pluced In the
lees Huve—m-m W et
mentioned the matter to you?
“No" sald Bl
were wlide
“Hm-tmm
M
In
Olney I

Iy Loulse, und her eves

We must dlscover, If
MacDonnld,

Limpliented

Lelleve

we
they

nn whiether

\re ANy wny with

thut this Is ut

re

mnn
[rre

HiOre rtant than the
overy of any
leh they may o)

Billy Loulse looked at him for
ute. “Mr. Seaheck
about this!" she told him. *I1
n oas square os vou : and U've been—
Mr. Senbeck !

Fox a hit I love
wid 'm golng to marrey
I'd hate to huve him
let you sotmething
true,  It's Marthy
f, Mr. Seabeck I
wonlidn't let Charlle
bt T thought
thought 1
why

hmjw

tle of

m-m Cuttle mlne

wl have appropriated
u min-

yvou're awflfully dear
huven't
TR
Listen here I don't love
(Charlle sotnehody
He's
think
thut

thinking

v s him
SO sguUare,
I even helleve
wasnt I'm
Wwns

oY
manyvhe

nirnid you
for her
If yvou Just
do It for
with two wormen to
be sorry for, you'd be Kind of
“"Hir-mm ' Seabeck sent her n keen,
blue, twinkling glanee that made By
Loulse turn hot nll with
and penitence,  “Hm-mm "
agunin—If oue can call that a
and pulled st his grayiog
‘Hm-mmm !"

frst
ke
wanted you to

wlne miny b

shnme
suld

suving—
whiskers,

iver

b

CHAPTER XVIL

Marthy.
TLLY LOUISE led the way down
the gorge the
i mnlong the orchard to the lHttle
gnte. The Cove seemed empty
nther forlorm, with the wind ereep
ng up the river and rattling the dry

through meadow,

rnnches of the nuked frult trees,

She stopped for a minute on the
loorstep, hesitating before she opened
the door, Behlud her, Seabeck drew
lose as If he would shield her from
something; perhaps he, too, felt the
deadly qulet and ewmptiness of the
place,

Billy Loulse opened the door and

itepped Into the kitchen. She stopped
aind stood still, so that her slim figure
would have hidden the interior from
the eves of Seabeck had he not been
g0 tall. As It was, she barred his
wny =0 thut he must stand on the step
putside,

By the kitchen table, with her el-
hows on the solled olleloth, sat Mar-
thy. Her uncombed halr hung In

wisps about her hend; her hard old
face was lined and gray, her hard eyes
Blilly Lonise, star-

Marthy had been sitting Uke that for
n long, long time,

She went over her diffidently,

Hesttatlogly &l Iafd Ler goTin a1l
hond o Morthy's stooped  shoulder
Mhiee dldl pot say unything,. Muoarthy did
pot move utder her touch, except to
turn her dull glanee upon Seanheck

" I, shie muld stolldly, “What'd
yuh vcome fer?”

“Miss MucDonuld will perhaps ex-
pinin

“She aln't got nothin® to expluin™
wigld haord old Maoarthy with grim fHnal
Ity “I''l do what expinlnin's to be
TR (" in Fron't wtund there Hke
n stump And shut the door It's
cold ns 0 barn here, nnyway.”

“toh, Murth crled Bllly  Loulss
with the sound of tenrs o her pleve

“Don't obh Murthy fd the
haurshi voles Hutly ‘1 don't want no
Murthyln' nor no sympnt Well, uld
ming, vyou're hers TH ] Jodamae
4TI E hint b wlghit : "tuln't none of It
yourn, fur's 1 ki AT hing 1
clunlm you kin have, fer o I I've
Nwved |} st nll g duys a1 vorkoed
fer whut 1 gt I'vee hinrd d thivves
In my old sge und trusted them thnt

n'n't M ' T . R puld
my dehts ek F'm willin® to pay
now fer s 1

“Wewhere's Chuarlle? Billy Loulse
lenned nnd whispered the gue T

“I d'no, wnd 1 don't ecars [ § CO
pulled out—htm an’ that  bireed I
hnve 17 pny uh for SVl growed
"I‘ L I Tis Lid | ""'I I|' 1=t !|‘> e Ll ]
bk You enn #1 Yer o I price [
Yern, I min't sure, bt 've got an ldes
they avns «hot In ght i freetd
In the river Yiou I set Ver | .
I'vee got rheumntlz hindd 1 iddn’t
Ko n put a stop to nathin bt

“i»h Miurthy Bllly Luoulss Vi
shlvering aud crylng uow, “Marth

By the Kitchen Table With Her El.

bows on the Soiled Oillcloth Sat
Marthy.
von't b » hard, It was all Char-
“Yes," sald Marthy harshly, "It was
1l Clinrlle He was a thief, an' T was
sevch o stmple-minded old fool 1 never
knowed whuat he was I l#t him go
thead, an’ 1 set In the house with a
white apurn tied on me an' thought 1
waus havin' an easy time I s«t here
i let him rob my nelghbors that 1
uin't never harmed er cheated out of
1 cent, and soon's he thought he was
found out, he—left ole Murthy to look
ufter herself, Never so much as fed
the hogs or done the milkin® first
|.1'Il|-\_\ here, Senbeok ! You'll gir |-!l-1l1
hack, an' 'l take vour figegers fer what
I owe, but If vou git after Charlle
| I'I—KkIN yub. You let ‘tm go. U'm the
me hie hurt most—and T aln't goin’
| She Inld her frowsy old head on her
nrms, llke one who s utterly crushed
| and dumb.,
“Oh, Marthy!™ BRilly Loulse knelt
nnd threw her arms around Marthy's

shoulders,

Marthy'e chin began to quiver, Her

: lips sagged with the pull of her aching

| heart
| Bllly Loulse saw big

| down the leathery

]

time in her life
slow tears gather
in Marthy's hard blue eves and slide

senms in her cheeks

For the third

Rilly Loulse looked, found her vislon
durring with her own tears, and
turned from the room,

Senheck was gone somewhere on his
horse. Bllly Loulse guessed shrewdly
(. thnt he was down In the meadows
| looking over the cattle and trying to
estimnte the extent of the thievery
| She put Blue In the stable and fed
| Wim, with that half-mechanienl habit
of attending to the nesds of one's
mount which becomes second nature to
the range-bred, SXhe would not go on
to \vhe Wolverine ; that needed no de
clslon; she aceepted It at once us n
fact, Marthy needed her now more
than anyone. More even than Ward
though Billy Louise hated to think
of him there anlone and practically
helpless, But Marthy must have her
tonlght, Marthy was facing her bit-

terest sorrow since Minervey dled, and
Marthy was old. Ward, RBilly Loulse

reminded herself sternly, was not old
nnd he was faclng happiness—so far
| as he or anvone knew She wanted
very much to be with Ward, but she
conld not delude her consclence Into
belleving that he needed her more
than did Marthy,

Senbeck returned after a while, and

| Billy Loulse, who was watching from

the doorway, met him at the [ittle gate

| a8 he was coming up to the house.

“Well, how bad 1s 1t, Mr. Senbeck ™
she asked sharply, just she
felt the Imperative need of facts
who lind strogeled so long In the gquick
gands of suspiclon and doubts and
fears and suspense

(M'ontinued next week)

hoecnuse

she
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Date of first publieation of this no
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19N NEVAJ PERKINS
mM 525 AVdministratrix
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The boys give all
—you get paid for
what you lend—
invest in the Third
Liberty Loan.

Sterling
Feed Co.

Z

‘Never Mind
How Strong f‘? \

You Are—

To-day it's a battle of wits—and brains win,
Muscle and brawn don't count so much as they

used to. The great gquestion now is " What do
you know ?" It draws the line between failure
and success, between a poor job and a good one.

What do you know ? Have you special ability ?
Could you "“make good “ in a dig job right now?

For 25 years the International Correspond-
ence Schools have been training men for r
work and bigger salaries. They can train YOU,
no matter where you live, what hours you work
o‘c.lmw little iof'r‘.du“?u“' Ih:.h.::d mail

coupon and find ouf— it won't te you
in the least,

— — —— AR BUT ML e — — —

INTERRATIONA CORESPONDENCE SCR00LS 8r BO 3 | formies,
Explair fully sbout your Course in the subject marked Xe




