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CHAPTER VIIN

“You Wan't e Again
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on wild
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the man W o il
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hiltn
lue
away e glopoed down ag

A unn T1LYR il
the corral and stoosd
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Mk«
videdd
went to

LI TLECS T R thimi freviiy Wi

for an ensy retrest o (he
anid thea before he turned to eld

glmlets through
theen b
the gun on his hilg It wa i
long =l LITEL
might miss, tar W

pun, el ns |

il het was
il was not n w
wrd with u
to milsrepresent hilm o ot
He wus human, Just Hike
counld pretty well, a great deal
better than lots ol
fence amd stovwd In hils
hiee stihied the bia..ch
“Hel hie

was over and

sghoot

it who do wmore

tirrups whil
ald when the lnspection
e

un=eeingly ot

dropywd ek into

saddle whode he gnasd
the couyon wWis u
bell that his n n hell
by men whervin other men must dwell

L e bt the

wall It very real

ind saw e

in torment e lise of JITENS

glus of thelr lTellowms,

-—

Benlws W5 Liand wus o big V. a hnd
birntidd Loy wn Inee It favors revislon
nt  the  haed of the unscrupualons
Tl cutt veere Negbeok cattle, miad
fhelde braudd bad beeen mltered For the

itk of the ¥ Lind bheen extended
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Fhere was thie evidence ull
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I wolthd b turned loose on
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! It wau i Koo e for
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It et b i contine
shice ridiug 1 il it ty
e thee work was comrse S0
e reflist peninst his ntelll
t when brands are worked
L 1] the cul i LITRHT sught
e i | ! (B areeful] Lo LR AT
' redit Tor Lirn -
Ward tured mt the wltered Lirnnd
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v F e that part
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L L vl ] T i
lim but b hi b t
t wn t of the question to 1
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1 I ¢ of the ludd tit
no * Wern 1 of H
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v d not read wny bl
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He hunchedd forward In the saddl
snd el 1440 | e Ll own trail

» Lhiw Phough he Jdid ul K1 W
L bind caught B Loulse In

f e mand had sent her for
! ‘ itk ! o i n
i i bis] thint she gave no at-
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~ 1 be go straight to Seabeck and
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I v they et where YWaurd

W I Ve it hilm
(Y bie deal with snlone, hut
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Tl with the dun g Testim \
¢ [rinst Ward frod i hewd and

1 hia v sl the ) ' [ efore
3 TR 1 not g Nenl k and

" 1 i t T In hou

lin ridds I . f uny

il I i1ld do that w I

o hilm

And the juits Wlidenly In his des-
st i he desclidesd 1 oe T g
1T e liasd 1 | 1 il Rattler el

rofn thie golewnrd tratl d returned
tor 1l i n ! CRnYoL I'liesy

tarted th 1T mhid they've put It
1 [ I T told hilmself grimly

a] the neasin o eul If they burn
thelr own ¢

He harrded, for he had some work
themd of Wb, woed the n was sliding
past the noon nrk already He rench-
il the corenl and went about what he
had to do it 1 were working for
Wl ind wanted to give good mens-

First he rebullt the Mrtle fire Just

tside the corrul where the cattle

uwld net trmmple it, bat where one
might thrast a branding ron nto its
mildst from between the ralls, When
t wus golng properly he searched cer-
taln Hkely biding places and found an
ponr st warm from previons service
He thrast it uto heat, led Rattler tnte
her vorral aml ol edd the gate securels
ehined him Then he mounted, took
down hils rope and widened the loop
viille his ®Bngry ovs slngleed out the
i) he wanted Hrest

Ward was not arefdept with a “run-
Ing Iron He was honest, whatever
nen might say of him ut he Kknew
how to tie down an animal. and he
aeritieed part of his larint to get the
hort ropwe L pevded to tie thelr feet

telling
ome one might come and
hee ddid hiis well,
neater than e}

e worked fast no

tinuate

together
w lhint
mteh
bietteer
retlecessors
When he left
Betore he had
binfM he

sullering

il
nnd

bl work

far hindd
corrnl he smiled,
very far up the
lookedd down at the
cattle and smiled again
counld  remd  thelr
from where he sat on his
Wotelied; they
Bug they were not
There were
b madde of

that
ridlden
stoppsd
long

mrdonieally e
birnnds ensily
horse They
were very distinet,
Y tis that corral
ol hier whicvh might
u Yo the
ditiom of a here
there

Were nof
within
brumls
Ponogrnm by Fdicions

murk aond & uwuk

“T'here, lhang chew  on

awhile!” he

yuh, that
uim--lt'llphl?fi‘i! the absent
He turned avway and rode back
v more toward Do

Hattler turned naturally into the trall

three

whilh Tah 70 The TreaX Vo The run™
bt Ward hmoediately turued hilm out
uf It We mren't gulig to overlook
uny bets, old thaer,™ be abdd perimuly
Mo crossed the creek at a oot where
It was toe rocky to leave any hoof
prints bebilud thew He rode up the
lower polut of the ridge ey d aud
Followed the crest of It on the wide
uway fromw the valley., When he reach
ed u polut pearly opprosite bis cubln be
smwounted, vubnek hi purs and
tlipgmed thelr « hulns over pidid e
biwirn There e went forwand wlfoot Lo
RO He was curetul to wvold
rovk or gravelly patches wud to walk
nlwauys on the soft grass, whilch muf-
Hed Lils slepw

bis thils wise e tunde hils way to the
tosge of thes ridige ere he could ook
down upon the cabla aud stable and
urrals mod see glso the creek trall Tor
mogend quarter of wowlle b Jittle
valley lay ouiet Fils tenm fed undis
turbedd by the creck pot fur froan the
wurral whivh reassured Wand mors
thuu wnytbilng Biill, he walted until
he had made ressounbly sure that the
Liufr held no watcher conoeuled befors
biee went back to where Hattler walted
patiently

“1 guess they didn't plan to stir
things up til they got those critters
planted where they wanted them biee
titisedd whille he rode down the Liadl to
hils cabin But when they visit that
bunch of stivk ngaln | reckon thiugs
wi begin to tighten!

He was wa of exposing hilmself
tor el to view from the hluff wh
biee alled hids chores o U niglt il '
kept Rattier in the il mlso e slept
very Mitle, and before daybireak e
was up and sway

CHAPTER IX,

‘I'm Going to Take You Out and Hang

You."
like Bucl

AHE troulile with a man k
1 L T Is that You van never [

iree of bls methodd, except t
plerliand and cal
b oas posshle sny risk
Ward castlug back nto

band known Bk ol

Linte as LU
to hilmself
hils wetnory - he
timue and In
baud

«% how

ey very well o e uj I i

Nl UnstUsju ing » h

el

vhen he

uiated
Buck

down 1

bl » friead o gue

welit

would pr

that corral and found bow those brands
hiad beeu retouched

“Hell be rumn ¢ around In elreles
for awhile, ull right, e ., with
sl wir of certalnt “Hlotehed ratind
he'd know was my work, and he could
have put It on me, (o with a gioend
varn ubout tralling we so close 1 got

I Fewt As It |Is Ward smoked
two clgnrettes and scowled at the seen
©ry As It was, he did not Kuow just
vhnt Buck Olney would do, except
If he maukes a8 guess 1 did that he'll
know 1'm wise to the whole plaut
And he'll get me sure, providing |1
tand with my back to bhim |jong
hough Ward bad his back to a high
edee wt that moement, so that he dil

t expericnce auy lmpulse to look be
hind bilm
Buck don’t want to drag me up he-

fore n jurs he reasoned further, “He'd
i cup rather pauck me In all wrapped
ip i on tarp and sav bhow bed caught
e with the goods and 1 resisted ar-
st

I'he assurance he felt as to what
Buck Olpey would do did not particu-
arly frighten Ward even If he did neg
et to o to bed 1o his cabin during the
next few dayvs I'hat was cowmm
setise¢ born of hls knowledge of the
wan he was dealing with He went to
the vabin warlly, just often enough to
Kive it an mir of osvypancy He fre
quently sat upon somwe hilltop  and
wautvhed a lazy thread of smoke wenve
upward from his rusty stoveplpe, bLut
he slept out under the stars rolled in

Lis heavy blanket, and he never cross.

ed n oridge If he could muake his way
through a holiow It Is not alwurs
cowandice which makes o man ex
tremely careful npot to fall into the

v
Ihere Is a s

Ward would

hands of his enewmny
it ter of pride involved

have died wlmost any death rather
than give Buck Oluey the satisfacthon
of “gettlng” hm. For a few dayva he

lodinn ou the war
paticnce fruczlied

WAHS CRULIGUS as uan
trull, and then his
out under the strain

At sunrise oue morning, after a night
of shivering lu his blanket
lils shoulders ln disgust of his caution
If Buck wunted anvthing of
him he was certainly taking his time
nbout coming after It Waurd rubbwed
Lils fingers over his stubbly jaw, and
the uncomfortable prickling the
last small detatl of discomfort that
He have a
shave and a decent cup of cotfee and
off his own table or Kuow the rea

Wiy hlms=elr wl

he hunebed

Olney

wWis
de-
cided hilm was golug to
vl

he promised
he slapped the saddle on Rattler
He was -:1I|;|Inl i n

sheltered littd

hollow in the hills, where the grass
was gowd and there was a sprring It
was u mile and more to Lis clalm,
stralght across the upland, and It was
hilx babit to leave Rattler there and
wulk over to the ridge, where he could

wateh his claim
s

Frequently, as | have
hie stole down before day light and
lHghted a tire in the stove just t
it look as if he lived there. There was
# risk in that, of course, grunting that
the stock Inspector was the kind to lie
in wait for him

Ward rode to the ridge with his blan-
ket rolled and tled belbind the cantle
His frying pan hung behind his
aud his ritte lny ncross the saldle in
front of him He going home
bodly enough and recklessly
but he was by

muke

leg,

Wis
enough
no means disposed to
walk deliberately into a trap. He kept

his eyve peeled, as he would have ex-

pressed I, Also he left Rattler fust
under the crest of the ridge, took off
his spurs and with his rifle In his

hands went torward afoot, as he had
done every time he had approached his

cabin since the day he foond the cor

| ral noed the cattle in the canyon.

In this wise he looked down the steep
slope with the sun throwing the shad

I

1 - AN - alfore
him. The eal nidlow blinkesdd o heer
r t his THrit i pan of
Bty d W frocn the meaid
W ' the fal) biispm [ & UK @
e ant of t ‘ [ I e plave
| ' i f ' Zh & | Zlly de
'.ir. ' "] '|,‘| v ! rni t t f'-
T. i 1 Bl ] |I 1 rn | | it d inl g
wWan i Yard gave to it

Flis o varelied the biuff helow him
nud either slde. OF a sudden they
T | He b ght hi=s rifle for
Wikrs th un Inve ntury motlon of
the u He stood so Tur & breath o
LW g d the kL Then e
went f s} et n hl Lis
HwWilt Bisip » thal prresent liee Waii
1 "o i | e Ll i i ar
T 1 of the ma led b

il i il
un n t walilie ' A ritl
" [ this 'k before the wman
e “ | ting d nwurl At
tha inee and from a dead rest
| J T trunge I b i u “
ul et e hot ut He had what
1 ‘ hoor he w ]l have
b “ Tnn bis iterhedd Tor had
mast Dowes AT e alire v beehingd him
w J i s th Lh i
ot 1 f1i thlck neck

I ur hand Ward called
whin when bis Hrst Hare of rage
T il 1o steady purpose

Buck thney Jumj=«l as though a yel-
low Jucket had stung him. He turoed
a startled face over hl houlder and
Jeerkes! the ritle up from the pock, Ward
r L Ehis n tle nud nlugged a
I black rimmed hole through
b rown

| [» Your hands, I told you'!™
lies 1, v e the hillls opposite were
t glug back the sound of the
shiot, und came closer

Buck grunted an oath, dropped the
rifl 0 iddenly that it clattered on
the i wnd Hfted lis bands high in
the quiet sunlilght

LI und go on down
tot p vour bands up,
And re ! I've got
for I Miake @ 1

n e s0 1'll have an excuse io shoo
Waurd

He was

e ™ il C s n= T =
hand brought his
ilong. He did not fee! quite easy
] while Buck Oloney’s hands

IR

wishing he

Wl

Buck got up awkwardly and went
st iing down the steep slope with
L bands trembling In the alr upon
elther slde of his head From their
nervous qquivering It wus evident that

memory was good and that it was
W relng upon the subject which Ward
had suggested to him. He did not give
Ward the weakest Imitation of an
cuse to shoot, And so the two of tl
catne presently down upon the
witd pussed around the cabin to the
door with no m than ten feet of
spce Detw S0 lwexorably had
Ward or upon the other's
stumbliug progress

“Hold on a minute!

Buck stopped as still as though he
bhad gone ugalust a rock wall,

Ward came closer, and Buck flinch-
o] away I'ne of the ritle muz-
Zle Let ween ider blades. Ward
reached ou % hand and pulled
the six sh m Its holster at
Buck's rig

“Got a You alwars used to
g0 heeled with one. Speak up and

don't lie about it.’

“luside my coat,” grunted Buck, and
Ward's lip curled while he reached
around the body and found

man's bulky
n its leather sheatl Evi-

WwWas st

the knife i
deutly Buck rewvmbering

with disquleting exactuess what rea
Ward might bave for wantiug to
kill him

“Take down your left hand and open
the door

Buck did so and put his hand up
agaln without

“Now go in and stand with your face

sOls

being told

to the wall With the ritle muzzie
Ward indicuted which wall lHe o
tived how Buck's tiugers groped and
trembled aguinst the wall, just under
the eaves, and lis lip curled again in

the expression which Billy Louise so
hated to see

Ward had chosen the spot where he
n small coll of rope
He Kept the ritle pressing Buck's shoul
ders until e bhad shifted the Eulfe nto

could reach eastly

one hand, leaned and lald its Lade
against Huck's cheek

“Feel that I'il jub it clear through
you it give e a ol ' Lirog
your hands down behind you He
spent a busy minute with the rojpe be

fore he
ward a chair
Buck sat down, and Waird did a it

pushed Buck Olney rougluy to-

tle more rope work

“Say, Wand, you're making a big
mistake If you

“Shut up!™ snapped Ward “Can't
You see I'm standing all 1 ean stand

Just with the slght of vou?
It on too thick by
talk. |1 heard you ouce too often as
It "

Buck Oluey caught his breath and sat
very still His eves followed Ward
a4 the eves of a caged anlwal follow
Its Keeper,

1on't ;lifq'

l+tting me hear you

Ward tried to lgnore his presence
completely while he llghted a tire and
fried bacon and made coffee, but the

hard set of his jaw and the cold in-
tentness of his eyes proved how con-
sclous he was of Buck's presence, He
tried to eat just to show how calm he
wus, but the bread and bacon choked
him. He could feel every nerve in his
bady quiver with the hatred he feit for
the man and the bitterness which the

sight of him called up out of the past
He drank four cups of coffee. black
and sweetened at  random, which

steadied him a little. That he did not
offer Buck food or drink showed how
futense was his hatred.
true range man i2 boapitable even to
his enemies

He rose and Inspected the ropes to
make sure that they were proof against
twisting, stra'ning muscles and took
an_extra turn or (wo_ with the lovse

As a rule, your |

MM JUR 1o Take Domay Bure of Tha
man s helplessness

“Where did you leave your horse”
he wsked him curtly when he was
thirough

Buck told him, his eyes searching
Ward's fuce for mercy or at least for
sgotne clew to hils fate and d ng with
disuppulutment because e could read
nuthing there but ything

Without speaking sgnin Ward went
out and closed the mily behind
him. He felt relieved to be away fro
UK A presence A= lLie LR I
uflf and mentally relived the |a

wondered how he had ke
¢ Buck u i " i
that would have d el
purpsose, wi 45 Lo DHuKe
He w i il d
Buck e i K had
1Ter. hecause T W e
olist % o the path of a rfect retri

'

Ward was not cruel by nature—at
least he was not more cruel than the
rest I' us I A8 Lis W slle It
tler and B . norse it 4 i
know that Bu L i atud
g oot hls cal 1 i
slck with dread f what the Lt
ield for him

Ward was gone an hour 30 d not
h there w  meed], M ]
110 et 1WA and a Ll
would do blm good

Buck's face was pasty when Ward
opwened the door, His eyes were a bit
klussy. And from the congested ag
warance of his hands Ward judeged
thut he had tested to the full his helj
lessness in his bonds Ward lovked a
him a minute and got out the muking
f 4 smoke, HIis mood had chauged

lis absenuce He no longer wanted
| absolute silence between them: lnstead
he showed symptoms of wantin
IHIK
‘I 1 turn you loose, Buck, what wil]
1 do?”" he asked at last in a «
Logae

urious

It you— Ward, I'll I'm a
riend to yuh in spite of the idea you've

prove

got that 1 aln't. 1 npever done noth-
g—"

) of course not.” Ward's lip curl
il I'hat was m mistuke, maybe

And that's the God’s truth, Ward!”
Buck's face was Ix ming tlushied with
5 eng ue evers ng I
i but the way the

i 1 1 couldn
“Giet me hanged [ know; you sure

tried
at his cigarette, ar

bard enough
he lips that held
rwise he seem

rembled a

o] Jerfect ool dhid calm

Say, Ward, them lawyers lied to
yuu

Oh, cut It out, Buck., I've seen you
wriggle t! ugh & hole before
| e Vi e I t the way
ouve alwavs lwen

Ibat’s right, Ward, and I can prove

Ward snorted. *“You proved it, old

timer. when you laid there d
a rock with y sights this K
ready to get me when [ came out. 1
il now W  § .;-,u'--l Jim M
tsuire was found face dowr i the
spring behind his shack with a bullet
hole in his back that time. You were
his friend too

‘Ward, I—"

“Shut up! 1 just wanted to see If
you'd changed any in the last seven
years. You haven't, unless it's for t
worse. You've got to the end of the
trail, old timer. When vou went lay-

| ing for me you fixed yourself a-plenty
Do you waut to know what I'm going
to do to you?”

“Ward, you wouldn't dare shoot me!

With the record you've got you
wouldn’t stand-
“Who gave it to me, huh? Oh, I

vou've left word with your
i parduers that you were coming up here
| to arrest me single handed. They will

give the alarm if you don’t show up,
| and 1'll gv on the duodge and get caught
and—" Ward his clga-
rette and took & step tow ard his « ap
tive, a step =0 ominous Buck
squirmed in his bonds

heap sabe;

threw away

that

“Well, you can rest easy on one point
|l'm not going to shoot you" Ward
| stood still and watched the light of
| hope Hdare in the eves of his enemy

“I'm going to wash the dishes and take
a shave, aud then I'm to take
you out somewhere and hang you."

“My God, Ward! You—you

“1 told you seven years ago,” went on
! Ward steadily, “that I'd see you hung
before I was through with you. Re
member? By rights you ought to hang
by the heels over a slow fire. You're
about as imen of humanity
A8 1 JVer saw You know

gOlng

low a

=]

or heard of

“-'l"’ vyl ohied I e, Hurk Aud _\H.ll
know what | told you would happen
Well, It's gt me off according,
to the progran |
I did thiuk of running you In and
Kivilg 1 W 1 4ls r ' vourself
B i ¢ L d tangled
up o b never did
e & part d I don't
want to hand ti if 1 can
help it y t 1 up
after aw w L get ’ d to It
and leave Y t are
and that 11 the head | this
rustiing business and that elped
spend ¢ I# that { bank
Jost aw * § and that ¥ one of
the guz
You car Y
“l don't ha ’ [he au-
thoritles will do all that they get
the tip I'll give them ing
hung up on M SOMEw an't
very well give ¥ prarcly ¢ doo-
ble r 4 > they'll ha fing
& Lhe Het
igh talking to you
o] % il H if you
timg L irve
" pen
11 1iled 1 W I
- and 1 It con
and. and he looked as
do an thing he
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'A POORLY FED HORSE
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: Home : ¢/Made : Flour

FOR HOME PEOPLE

Pride of Oregon, Soft Wheat Flour
H. & H. Hard Wheat Flour

Made by Cottage Grove Milling Company
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