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CHAPTER VI,

Each In His Own Trail,
AINCE nothing ot world Is abso
lutely | talile LT hiutinn

erhing

Mher men wers Min atnd tall, nod she

Lind ouly hand n glimpse, after all, wnd
Hieght wan e there o
shido . When that first doulat

the eptive down
thae
was todded aned
it the bireath v tha tisint]
aturdily befors i e took heart ad

Crented Ve comnpany of

I bire

thean, to (el he hy she ought to glve
Waurd tla the douln Sl

retiieenni s

At Charlle Fox hind sald
tinl She

the mistake he haod

nbawnid evidence

wotld not wn

Ll

S0 she spu other davs amd long
winkeful nlgh And shove it seemed
hipossible 1o her falth to life
agnln Just a it hind been, with the
glamor of rowmsioe and the swestne
of pity wl th of her own In
pocence 1o make Ioa beautiful faith
fddesnd hier wisand wll her tnnocence and

wll ber plty s a0 Bl of romancee noud

vrented somethl vven sweeter than
her unteled falth hod been,  She had o
new  element o trengthen It She
kuew that she loved Ward She had
lenrned that from the haet It had given
her to lose her falth o bilm,

That was the record of the Inner
Billy Loulse whl b no one ever saw
The Billy Loulse which her Hitle world
kuew went her way unchanged except
In =l detalls that escuped the no
tlee of those nearest her A ook In
her eyes for one thing; a hurt, qnes
tloning look thnt was sometlimes re

belllous as well; o droop of her mouth
nlso when she was off her guanrd; n sad,
tired Httle droop that told of the welght
uf responsibiiity and worry wils
carrying

she

Ward observed Loth the minute he
suw her on the trall He hind come
poeross country on the chance that she
milght be riding out that way, and he

had come upon her unawares while
she nnd Blue were staring ont over the
desert from the helght they had attain-
ed In the hillls,

“‘Lo, B he sald when he was
quite close gond held hinoself rendy to

meet whatever mood she might pre
sent
She turned her head gulekly and

Jooked nt b, and the hurt look was
gtill in her eyes; the droop still show
ed ot her Hps. And Ward knew they
had been there before she saw him.
“Wha's molln, BOI?* he asked in the |
tone that to lnvite an |
unbordening of her troubles, |
“Oh, nothing o particular!  Mom- |
mie's awflully sick, und l'm al- |

wins ealenlnted

I fully

Wiy w Woiled when Mo a®uy Trom the
runec b for fenr she'll have nuother spell
I'in The doctor suld she
gt bave woy thoe, Were you head
el Tor our pluce? IFf you are, cotue on
I wous Just startiug back. | dun't dare
b By If that were a
renl unburdeniog Ward wirs an unpres
Hilly Loulse look

whille Kule

WOy longer.”

o hile young minn

ed wt bl wgoaln, and this thwe ber

eyes were clenre nnd friendly
Wiard wosw not satistied, for all the
wilt fauew weemed siooth enough He
Lo wensltive not to feel & dier

niil bee was too lnpocent of wny
wirongdolng or thiluking to guess what

Wi hiee tind tesr Chullt 1w m gowwld barowm
vter of per oonrl atmosphere, nud Ward
bl posnes of 1t The worst of hilm she
el known for more than a year. He
Bl 1ol hep hlmself, and she hoad heal
el the et wliost - of the past by ber
e bellef tn bim wod by her friend

Could vou expect Ward 1o guess
I wewrs her fulth o bim die

hilpe
thint mhiee Dipie

o vicdent denth wo longer than two
Wit ks o Sich om prossibllity never
occurred to hilm

For all that he felt there was a dif

forene e carrted hack

Il Bl o 000 of the blues which seem

e whiere

il tor beve sttt ke b without cauose
i pretext, winee he had not guarreled
with By Loulse and hnd been wari
Iy welcomesl by “mommie Poor mom

losok g whilte and frall, nopd
were too distinetly velned

Waurd told Wlmself that It

mile was
Lier tewmples

with purple

e waonder bl Wilheminn  aoted
tradned and unpatural,  He weant to
vork harder than ever and get his
tuke so that he could go and make
her give il the right to tnke care of
loast

s begnn to flgure the cost of com
mutlng bils homwestead right away, so
thut he would not have to “hold It
down' for nnother three years, Maybe
whiee would not want to bring her woth
er s fur off the waln rond liy that
nae e would go down and put that
W erine ploce in shinpe.  He had no
juenmilshuess about Hyving on ber

h s vl of s own If she want
el It thut way He meant to be bet
ter “hooked up” fBuancially than she

more cuttle when he put
the gold LT Then he
would do whatever she waunted hlio to
do, und he would not have to crucify
Libs pride dolug It

] hinve

ring on Hnger

You see, they could not have quar
ed, slnce W wrd cnrrled castles as
viell s the blues In fact, thelr part
hoad given Warnd an uneven pulse

for u wmille, for BiUly Loulse had goue
with bl ms usunl us far as the corral
when he started howme Andd when

Waurd had ploked up hils relns aud turn
eil to put his toe In the stirrap Hilly

Lowise hind come cluse-to his very
slyrulder. Ward had turned hils face
'-‘ urd her uwind “Ii|_\' Loulse  BUlY
Loulse had tmpulsively taken his head
between bher two hands, had looked
dewp | v bils eves and then had kissed

I wistf Iy on the ]I:n- Then she

hmd turned and fed up the path, wav-
nge bl away up the trall. Aud, though
Ward to her that
Llss was u penltent vow of lovalty to
thelr friendshilp and a slap o the face
of the doulit devils that still pursued

never guessed that

hier wenker moments, B set him plan
ning harder than ever for that stake
he must win before he dared urge her

further toward mntrimony

It's & wonder that the kiss d1d not
wipe out completely the somber mood
that held bl That 1t did not, but

served merely to tangle bis thonghts In
munner, perhaps
proves how greatly the lnner life of
Iy Loulse had changed her In those
Iwo weeks.

n most hopeless

Sl o wodd St more o the next two
It howeser, There was the stralo
of  her mother s precarlous health
whtoh kept Billy Loulse nlwavs on the
wlert and always tying to hide her
fears. She must be gulek to detect the
first svimuploms of a return attnck of
the Hlness, and she must not let her

ot her suspesct that there was danger
of w return. That much the doctor hiad
made plaln to her

Pesldes that, there was an undercur-
rent of gossip and rumors of cattle
whenever a man stopped at
the ranch. 1t worrled Bllly Louise in
spite of her rebuilt belief In Ward
Droubit would selze her sometimes in
splte of herself, and she did not see
Ward often enough to let hils personall.
ty fight doubts, She saw hlin
Just once In the next two mwonths apd
then ouly for an hour or so

A man rode up one night and staved
with themw untll morulng, after the
open hunded custom of the range land
IHilly Loulse did not talk with bim very
wuch,  He had shifty eves aad a
conrse, loose Hpped mouth and a thick
neck, and, girl Hke, she took a violent
dislike to him. But John Privgle told
her ufterward that he was Buck Olney,
the new stock Inspector, and that he
wis prowling around to gee if he could
find out anvihing

Billy Loulse worrled a good deal aft-
er that, Onee she rode out early with

stealing

those

clalin awny over on Ml Treek,” he
had rewnrked. “I'll look him up when
I come back, though Heabeck says he's
ull right ™

“Ward s ull right,” asserted Billy
Loulse ruther unwisely

“Haven't a doubt of it. [ thought
taybe he wight have geen soiuetblug
that wlght glve us a clew " Perhaps
the stock luspector wus wiser than she
kuve hlm credit for belug  He did pot
ut any rote pursue the subject any fur
ther untll he found an opportuulty *o

lulk to Mrs. MucDouuld herself  Then
he artfully mentloned the fellow un
Mill creek, and beosuse she Jdid npot

kuow HWLY Fewson fur cautlon he ot all
the Information he wunted wnd more,
for mommle was ln one of her gar-
rulous huwors,

After that the doys drified quletly
for a month and grew oplppler at each
eud und lazler tn the milddle, wbich
iennt that the short sUmMmer was uover

nnd that fall was gettlug rendy to
pulnt the wooded slopes with her gay
esl colors and that oue must prepare

for the slege of winter

It was wome tlme o the latter part
of Septewber that Billy Loulse got up
In the widdie of a frosty nlght because
she heurd her mother moaning.  ‘T'hat
was the begiunlug  She sent John off
before daylght for the doctor, and be
fore the next night she stood with her

| Hpw pressed together and watohed the

the Intentlion of golng to Ward's clalm |

to warn him.  But three miles of saner
thought changed her purpose sShe
dared not leave her mother all day, for
one thing, and for another she could
searcely warn Ward without letting
litm see that she felt he needed warn-
Ing, nnd even Bllly Loulse shrank from
what might follow,

The stock Inspector stopped agaln on
his way back to the rallrond. Bllly
Loulse was so anxlous that she smoth-
eredd her dislike and treated him nice-
ly, which thawed the man to an alarm-
g amiabiltty. She questioned him art.
trust Bllly Loulse for that-and
she declded that the stock Inspector

was elther a very poor detective or a |

very vood actor. He did not, for in-
stance, mention any corral hidden In a
blind canyon away back In the hills,
and Blly Loulse did not mention It,
elther. He had not found any worked
brands, he sald. And he did not appear

to know anything further about Ward
than the mece fact of his existence.
. “There's a fellow holding down &

foctor count mommle's pulse and take
mommle's tempernture und drew ju her
breath bardly when she saw how long
he studied ufter-
ward

There wus a month or so of golug
to wud fro ou her toes and of watohlng
the clock with a mind to medlcine gly
lug. T'bere were nlghts and pights and
ulghts when the cablu window winked
llke u star fallen luto the coulee from
dusk to red dawn Ward
once, stuyved all nlght and went home
In a sllent ruge Lecause be could not
4o a thing

There was a week of fluctuating
hope and a time when the doctor suld
mommuie must go to a hosplital - Bolse,
duce she bad frieuds there. And there
WRN B 1EITINE, Ueive (B BIBE Juuluey
o the rallrond.  Apd when Ward rode
aext to the Waolveriue ranch there was
ao Billy Loulse to taunt or tempt nim
boasting than he ever did, but he fre-

the thermoweter

rode over

quently milssed.  He measured the dis
tance with his miud while the wan
stood there tulking to sowe cne un
Heel To Jlovk uwt Watd's faoe vou
would buve sworn that the won was
duoomed, but sometbilug beld Ward's
fAuger from crooking on the trigger.

The wun bud bis back turned squarely
tuoward the gun Viard walted  The
wan did net wove,  ile walted gnother
winute, sud then be opened bls lps to
shout. And when his Hps paried for
the c¢all that would bring the fellow
faclng bl Ward's trlcky bra'n soap-
ped before his eyes the face «f Billy
Loulse

He lowered the gun. He could not
shoot when he kpew that the bullet
would spit & gulf between himselt
sud the girl-a gulf that would
arute blw forever from that future
where stood Lils alr castles

He let down the hummer with his
thumb, slid the gun back uto its hol
ster aud diswounted, with a glance to
waurd the place where the lookout was
stutloned. He was sure he had unot
been seen, aud so he croached beblud
a splinter of rovk and watched, He
hied no plan, but bis lnstinet hopelled
bhim to closely wateh Buck Olney.

Auother wan cawe luto view down
there in the courral. He also stowd
plululy revecled, end Ward gave a
ttle snort of coutemptuous surprise
when he recogulzed bim. After that
he studied the situation with scowllng
bis concluslons or complloated  bis
wanuer of deallug with Buck Oluey.
Ward would not have heshtated
second mbout putting the sheriff on
the trull of Buck, but If the second
wan were lmplicated be could not be-
tray one without betraving the other
Aud If the business down there lu the
corral were lawful, then he must think
of some other weans. At wny rate, the
thiug to do now was to wake sure,

The two In the corral came out and
closed the gate behind them, and the
first man kicked apart the cmbers of
a small fire and afterward busied him-
self with the ground, elther looking for
tracks or coverlug them up.  They
came a lttle way along the slde of the
bluff, mounted and rode up toward
where the lookout waited. And one of
them rode a dark bay and was sliw
and tall and wore a gray hat.

Ward glanced at Rattler standing
half asleep with reins dropped to the
ground. He reached out, took the
reins and led the horse farther down
under the shelter of the ledge. WRat-
tler pricked up his ears at the sound
of those other riders, but he did not
show enough luterest to nicker a greet-
lug. He was always a self centered
beast and was content to go his way
alone, ke bls master.

Ward stood up, where he could see
the rim of the bluff over the ledge of
lava rock. He might get a closer view

e

wlie

| and see who was the lookout, and he

| might be seen.

For that contlngency
he kept his fingers close to his gun

| He heard thelr scrambling progress.
| Now and then oue of the horses seut

a lttle rock bounding down ifuto the
canyon, whereat the cattle In the corral
moved restlessly around the small iu
closure.

They came closer after they had
galned the top. Ward, leaning agains:
the dull gray rock before him, heard
the murmur of thelr volees, Onee he
caugbt the unmistakabdlie tones of the
man he would ke to kil “I'll keep
cases and git him."” Plotting agalnst
some poor devil, as usual, Ward
thought and wondered If the man knew
he lived in this part of the country. If
he did, It might enslly be—

“I'Il keep cases some myself, you

reptile,” he wmuttered under bis breath, '

Yoy wou't xet e uxalp, if that's

WHHE You ve 2ot in wind

I'his went oo, and preseontly Ward
wan lwiklug at thelr backs & thiey
bimle er the ridge e stood for

----- e thu wluring wuflts them with

what M I | 1 hila glmlet

I I Was | 18 . ! [ I
piressure be hind put I
I, wnd b Vus thinklug, 1l KL

The sllence catue creeplng i the
Fiees of the falut, luterrupted sound
ol thelr voles Ward 1 K u long
breath, discoversd that he was grip
Plug s gun as though bis e depend
“l on hanglng to It and rabilesed )
Bviibwedd Hugers wbsent After a min

ar a0 e mounted and rode down
t ] iarrnl
Five d ¢ unf two steor nort
] Hils u) a s unid L
further ra ] i« K i
u i L of the spurs, rode e to the
Jul Pringle and Phoehe tald | 1
I ! tolld sentenos f ‘ "
Veelos euts nnd gave tenl nud
fTs bl g bed ! e |
il the suspense becoae |
f] 1l thiat he il e ]
1 % " e f TS Al ! Ineews
Wi Ii wh I ¢ |
v '\'JT‘ ll’ "l i .' i |l
Bl | Ise sent her o tter o il
1 his iving Lint 1 tilee b
t ' und that ' nted John
t | ertul thing the ranch
ITT I not leaVe m I sl
Wa hered t sl 11

e hen he wa it the ranch he
Wi “tter to Billy |1 i told
¥ it e W 1 i e If
th M suvthiug he i ] inel
begged hier to s hit K f she
Leeded any mone He that he
A | and worked and wid
tl meness out of la aud |
the imger from his dregins with com
plvte bone wearines He did pot ex |
e i inswer to hls Jetter--at least |
he told hlmwself that bhe did not-— buat
oue duy Phoebe gave him a thin little
letter I

Isilly Loulse did not write much
she explalned that she [ | I
El i u llue or two hille mor . |
slispit Momwle was about the |
Bhe did pot think there was anything
Ward could do, and thanked him
fur offering by I'here w h- |
Ing « suld pathetically, tl 1y Iy
could de Even the dos did t
seetn able to do much except tell her
Hes and charge her for them N she
did t pneed uny money Ihat 1
just the same, Ward.” That was alw
ull It did not sound in the least llke
Bllly Loulse

Wiurd answered the pote then and |
there wnd celled her Wilhemina mine
which was an awkward pame to write |
and cost him five minutes of cogltation |
over the spelling But he wanted it 1|
down on paper where she could see it |
and reweml how {t = e v heu he
sald i1, even If it did look 4 IFar
ther along he startod A Bill |
Loo, but rubbed 1t L ed |
Lady <irl (wit? ritals A\ ltogetlier I
he did better tha he knew, f he |
wade Bllly Louls ry wh he 1d |
it, and he made her say “Dwear Ward
under her breath and rewember how |
his hair waved his left ter e |
and how he looked when that sm i

1st behind his lips and his eyes :
e made her el 1 had |
falth In him. She needid
she needed to remer er and also t
forget some things, for life was a hard, |
dull drab i Boise, with pothing to ]
llghten it save a vicarious hopw 1
itd not comfort.

Billy Loulse was not stupid. She
suw throngh the vagueness of the Jdo |
tors, and, besldes, she was <o bungrs i
for her hills that she felt like beating
the doctors with her fists because they
did pnothing to make her momu oll
enough to go home. She grew to hate
the nurse and her neutral cheerfulness

That is how the fall passed f Billy
Lonlse and the early part of the wi
tor
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YOU COOK YOUR
FOOD —WHY NOT
YOUR TOBACCO?

OU know what broiling
does to steak, baking to a
potato—and toasting to bread.
In each case flavor is brought
out by cooking=—by “toasting.”
So
toasting

you can imagine how
the
of the Burley tobacco used in

the Lucky Strike Cigarette,

IT'S TOASTED

improves flavor
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i ' A POORLY FED HORSE
reflects discredit on its owner, but the
ownor gets the worst of the deal be-
economy in feeding the wnorse
«ffects its working capacity as well as
its appearauce. If your horse kicks on
his feed you can correct by buying
your feed here, as you get the best
juslity for the least outlay. Farmers,
contractors and horse owners generally
know that our feed is always up to the
standard

“ STERLING FEED (0.
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Home c/Made : Flour

FOR HOME PEOPLE
Pride of Oregon, Soft Wheat Flour
H. & H. Hard Wheat Flour

Made by Cottage Grove Milling Company
Phone 8
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