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1 el 1 . \ She |
il her Ve h n mere glinnee and
wcow] for e metnorles of golden de
1I !-' L) ) .. | | II .I | 1k
i 1
i n tl et tlar suntl
] momd when Liee romde it of the
canyon at I wr e, where te
Ils folded ol down It FUsSsSy
virlleny where her enttle loved best to
QRITAL Ninee th | liedl started In
this pring e had kept hier Httle herd |
up bere among the lower hills, and by
riding wlong the higher rlidpes o rv
duy or so nmd turning bnek 1
Ing unlmnl now il then she hind held
them In a8 compargtively imuil area
where they would e easdly ganthered In
the full A few hend of Seabecok’'s stock
band wandered In among hers and e
e uf Marthy s And there was 0 big roan
teer that bore the brand of Jolinson
over on Snake  river IR Laaovinlse
kuew them all, as 0 housewire knows
her flock of chileken and I she missed
seclng certain leaders In the scattersd
groups she rode untld he Tound them
Two olll cow umd one g red steer
that seemed alwavs to bave a follow
ing wore hell that tinkled pleasant
Hitle sounds in the alder thickets along
the creek ns she passed by
Mhe rode up the long ridge which
gave her n wide view of the surronmd
ing Lills aod s=topped Blue, while she
stared moosdily ot the fumilinre, shadow

splotched expanse of high piled ridges,

with deep, green valleys and deener
huoned canvous bt ween She loved
them, avery one Bt tedlay they fall

ed to steep her qens In thmt deep con

tent with Hre which only the great out
doors can give to one who h lenrned
how s=atlsfyving s the draft and how

soct hiing

Far over to the castward a bhlack dot
moved ap a green <lope and slid out of
slght Thut e Waml
tuking a short cut across the hill to his
clalm beyvond the pine dotted ridge that

ey ol mighit

looked purple in the distance AR
Loulse sighed with a vague di=quliet
and turped to look nway to the north
where the Jumble of high hills grew

more rugged, with the valleyvs narrow

er and deoper

Here came two other dots, lnrger and |
'I--I!‘ learly defllnesd as  horsemen
Friom mere oblects that s=tood higher
than any animul and moved with

| seems  real

purposeful directness they presently
becwme men who rode with the casy
swlng of habit which has become o
wecond naltre They must have seen
ber witting still upou ber borse o the
wildut of that high, sunny platean, for

they turned and rode up the slope to
wurd her
Billy Loulse walted, too depressed to

wounder greatly who they were Hen
beck riders probabily And so they
proved At lenst one of them was a
deibeck mmn- Floyd Carson, who had
tnlkesd with ber at bher own gale and
lind told her of the suspected cattle
wlonllng T other man wes o stran-
¥vr, whom Floyd lotroduced ws Mr,
firken

They hwd been “prowling around,”
wecording to Floyd, trylug to see what
they conld see, £ Floyd was one of
those  romd-fuced, round-eyed  young
fellows who do pot belleve wuch In
weoresey nnd therefore tulk freely when
Vel wnil W lhierevel they dare He
il that Seubeck bad turned them
loose Lo Keep cases and  see 1 they

du't ek up the trull of these rus-

tlers who were tryving to get rich off a
rupnlog lron and a loug rope. (IF you
ire of the West you know whnt that
teisnis, widd If you are not you ought to
stpens thit It menns steallng cattle nnd
et M o ut that) It was pot untll be
had tulked for ten minutes or so that
By Loulse became more thun mildly
ftereMed o the conversation

“Say, Miss Machouald Floyvd nsked
by way of begluplng u new puragraph,
IR, ihout that fellow over oo M
crevk He worked for you folks a
yeur or so ugo, dido't he? What does
Liee din ¥

“He hoas a ranch,” sald Billy Loulse
with careful i “He's biwen work
lug on It this supudoer, 1 belleve

“'h huh Wi were over there this
mornlng Them Yo cattle up above
hils place are his, 1 reckon?

Y i aldd Billy Lo )se ‘He's been
putting his wages lnto cattle for o year
T He worked for Junklus last

Ler Wh

(i, nothing, | guess, only be's the

trunger In the country, and his
J I Iy n necounted for

(i, bt 1t s lnughed Billy Boulse
“1 ouly wish | hind half as clear a tick
ol When he sn't working out he's
wolllng, and every dollar he gets hold
of he puts into that ranch We've
hkoown hlm a long time He doesn't
blow Nis money, vou see, like wmost fel

wi do.”

Floyd found oceasion to have a
siight argument with bis horse Just
then He bappened to be one of the
wost™ fellows, aud the occaslon of
h st “hlowout” was fresh In his
idnd

“Well, of course If you know he's all
tralghit that settles It But It sure

I'hiat fellow s as stralght as =
tring on't vou suppose 1's some

er on thw river Flovd I'd

k nround ove there, 1| belleve, and

o ket & llue on the nprccountables
Phere i it of new settlers come In

t lu the lnst yeur or two, and there
mlght b ome tough ones scattered
through the bunch.  DBetter see If there
has been any cattle shilpped or driven
through that way, dou't you think ¥’

“We can try Flovd nssented with
It CHRerness ML s nenr a8 we
wn Ugure IS too much of a drib drab
proposition for that, A cow and calf
bere and there, nmd so on We got
wind of It trst when we went out to
bring in u gentle cow that the deacon
wunted oo the ranch,  We knew where
hee was, only she wasn't there when
we went after her We hunted the
hills for a1 week and couldn’t fAnd a
lgn of her or her calf Aud she had

tuck down In the creek bottom all the
pring o It looked kind a funny
T In the saddle and looked
back at the ploe clotted ridge

“There's a Yt calf up there that's a

twistedd

dend ringer for the one we've been
hunting he observed, “but it's run-
nlng with u cow that carrfes Junkins'
ol brand, so” He looked apologet-
feally  Iuto the calm eves of Rilly
Loulse,  “Of course | don’t mean to

say there's anything wrong up there,"
he hastily assured ber. “But that's
the reason 1 thought I'd sk you about
that fellow.™

O, It's perfectly right to make sure
of  every I-nll_\ studled 1'-ll|_\ Laonise
“I'd do the thing yself But
vou'll find everything's all stralght up
We kpow all about him and
how and where he got his few head of
stock und everything. But of course
vou could ask Junkins if you have any
ot gy

Oh, we'll take your word for it |

suine

there

fust wanted to know, He's a stranger
ta our outtit I've seen him a few
tnes What's his name? Us boys

culdl him Noisy It's ke pulllng & wis-
dom tooth to get any kind a talk out
him.'

‘He Is awful qulet,” assented Billy

Lowlse  carelessly “But he's real
steady to work.'

“Them quiet fellows generally are,”
put in Mr. Birken. “You run stock in

here, too, do you, Miss MacDonald "

“The blg Ds,"” answersd Billy Loulse
nmd smiled falntly “I've been range
herding them back here In these foot-
hills this summer o you want to

look through the bunch?

Mr, Birken blushed., “Oh, no, not at
alt! 1 was wondering If you had lost
uny."

“Nobody would rustle cattle from a
lady, 1 hope
missed any yet. The folks down in the
Cove have, though.”

“Yes, 1 heard they had. That breed
rode over to see If he could get a line
on them. It's hard luck. That Charlle
Fox seems a fine, hard working bhoy,
don't yom think "
sald Billy Loulse shyly, “he
nlee”  She looked away
and bit her lip self consclously as she
N||llk|'.

The two men swallowed the balt ke

“Yeus."

“| & bungry fish, They glanced at gach

At any rate, 1 haven't |

other and winked knowlingly

Laoilue saw thiem the tull of
downcast eve and permitted herself o
Ittle wigh of rellef They would
the more ready Lo ept ut
fuce value stutement concernlng
Waurd, unless credited with
the feat of belng Iu love with the two

froum

Ly

ThwW i Its

her

they Lier

men at the same e

“Well, I'm sorry Charlle Fox has
been tapped off too He's a milghty
flue chap,' declared Floyd, with trans
parent heartiness, his  round  eyves
dwelling curlously upon the face of
Billy Loulse

“Yen, | must be golng,” sald that
young woman self-consclously “I've
(quite a cirele to ride yet. [ hope you
locate the rustlers, and If there's uny-
thing | cun do-If | see or hear any-
thing that seems to be n clow 11 let
you know righit nwuy 1've been keep
Ing my eyes open for some trace of
them, and <o has Char Mr. Fox.”

Then #'ie blushed and toid them good

by wery hastlly and loped off up the
ridge

“Hurk up that tree for awhlle, you
two!" she suld, with a twist of her
Npw, when she was well away from
them, “You vou duarned ldlots, to go
prowling around Ward's place, just us
ir Ward'll tuke u shot at them If
he catches them nosing through his
wtock!" She scowled at o blg [ cow
that thrust her hend out of an alder
| thicket und sent Blue In after her
Frowulng, she watohed the unlmal go
Jlumbering down the hill toward the
Wolverine ‘Just hecause he's a stran
ger and doesn’'t mix with people and
winds hix own bustue s and s trylog
to get o start they re susplelons, as 1f
8 man has no right to Well, 1 think

I manuged to hewd them off anyway .’

Her satisfac tlon lasted while she rode
to the next ridge Then the little
devils of doult came a-swarming and
n-whisperiug. She had sald she Knew
all about Ward Well, she did to n
greater extent than others knew. Bt
she wondered 1If she did not know too
much or If she knew enough There

were some things

She headed Blue down the slope and
as stralght for the Blg I
could go. ‘There was no trall that way
und the ridges were stecp and the can
yons clrcultous, But Blue was o
plenty  of
He carrled Lip lndy

T

ns

ool

horse, with stumlng  ane

wmuch expwrience

safely, and he earrled her willingls
Even her lmpatience could tfind no
fault with the muanner In which he
clmbed steep pitches, sild down slope

a4 steep, Jumped narrow washouts and
pleked his through thickets of
Qquaking aspens or over wlde stretehes
of shale rock and lava beds He was
wel to his ears when tinally he shuf
fled Into Ward s tratl up the creek bot
tom evenly, and hs
arried his head high and perked hi
cars knowlngly forward wi
ral haystack came
around a sharp bend
both frout feet Into reck Just he
fore the cabln and to drink
while Billy Loulse stared at the silent
|l|ll"t'

By the tracks along the creek
she kuew that Ward had
und she urged Blue goross the
up the bank to the cavin
and went In boldly to hide her Inward
embarrassment  and she found nothing
but vmptiness there

Wy

but he breathed
en the
into

He

Or
und view
splashid

the

stopped

trall
come home
rd wod

Nhe =lid o

Billy Loulse did not take long to i
vestigate The coffee pot was stil)
warin on the stove when she laul her
palm agalust i, and she 'mmedintely

poured herself g cup of coffes plate
and a cup on the table Indicated that
Ward had burried and
bad not taken thme to elear awey the
Htter, Billy Lotls¢ ate what left
and mechanically she washed the
disbhes and made everything b
fore she went down to look for Rattler
Hhe thought that Ward
somewhere about the place and would
return very soon probuably Blue
had left standing in plain sight befors
the cabln so that Ward could see him
and know she was there a fact which
she regretted

While she was washing dishes and
sweeplng she bad been trying to think
of some excuse for her presence there
It was golug to be awkward, her com
Ing there on his heels, one might say

Billy Loulse began to wish had
not come. She began to feel quite cel
taln that Ward would be surprised and
disgusted when bhe found her there and
would look at her with that faint curl
of the lip and that fainter lift of the
postril above It, which made Ko
ho: all over with the scorn fu them
She had seen him look that way onve
or twice, and In spite of herself she be-
gan to pleture his face with that ex
pression

Billy Loulse was on the point of rid-
ing away a good deal more hastily
than she had come in the hope that
Ward would not discover her there
Then her own stubboruness came up
permost, and she told bherself that she
had a perfect right to ride wherever
she pleased and that If Ward dido't
ke it he could do the other thing,

She went to the door und stood look-
ing out for & minute, wondering where
he was.

There was a little window
the bunk and beside that a shelf tilled

enten n menl
wu

neat
ot

haud WS

shi

shie

lll','

| with books and smoking material and

matches. She knew by the very ar-
rangement of that shelf and window
that Ward lked to He there on the
bunk and read while the Hght lasted.
At the head of the bed hung a flour
sack half full of some hard, lumpy
stuff which Bllly Lounise nad not no
ticed before. She felt the bag tenta-
tively, could not guess its contents and
finally took It down and untied it
Within were irregular scraps and

| strips of stuff hard as bone, a puzzle

still to one unfamidar with the fron-
tler. RBilly Loulse pulled out a lttle
plece, nibbled a corner and pronounced
“M-mm! Jerky' I'm golng to swipe
some of that,” which she proceeded to

do to the extent of filllne her pocket

behind |

for to those who | rnidl to ke
It Jerked v on s g as desiruble
s llk chocaolate sny other unlbbly
tid it
The opposite wall hind i of tlour
stacked ngalnst It ) Xew of staple
Caunned good " wd toma
toes und ml il i A\ hox of
canted peschies il heud of
the bedd and upen at of toma
Lo Ward used them i table and
Mt the lantern thes yunted
to rend o bedd 0 wownd
wup of grub,’ H lit of
Billy Loulse, sizing uj rtment
whlle she pibbiled Ll f !
*1 wonder where | |
A moment jater H T
hi st clothe [ [ " They'll
b ull wrlnkled ! to put
this
i ent over and 0 the
TR thes to her H i ) yut
'r LY | { T r i 0 T | -L’
thut for a bachel v L Or-
derl though he did L) “res
hang down over our sa n a
wauy to whiten tl bis Ing
them o o LT i
But re Wi arel I Lonise
bethought her that erved
omwething to eat w ' ] d
and led bhlm down b Thers
Was uo slgn  of | r, il Billy
Loulse wondered ‘ rd ab
N itadid o 4 t with
his haste to leave fie L und
his fresuent ert I t get
L rk From t Lonar e
could look over | t whole
Creek ottom withy ' i 1
could see the L I
on ¢ither side On b " Lo
the she tris t I Muttler
but there were traulls
lending In difTerent | and the
SOl was too dry o It ny distin
guli
Sl r or two, sit
ting ot} { ] & jerky and
trylng 4 Inug TLis
found " I * an ad-
vertising page w \re
Kin nnd wrots I D i
hit I Wwh il h 1
when a fellow eS| I'his
she folded ueat il e clgar
DoX of 1t i i I
She resaddled B 1 1 Wil
more depressed (ise her
'lv".-:-- i L b a -
appolutment Keeuer I would
have cured to a J i even to
herselt,
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. In Keeping With the Big
Thought of the Day

I | a osenbiment throughout the nation
( W ocoddation
i i fivers 'he work ol tl War s being
el 0 TR ) st who never belore have been D ib
Lt M who nave been 1oo busy, 109
) sk adre jeaving tnelr work to others
- e i i Lo Lhe cause whiech 1s ours
I i polities 1o the ordinary sense must t b
I i il the ability that ean be muster |
] { ) i iopart in this unit plan for the de-
i | i gewise plaee the thought ol the
| ¢ i ( paper appears the announeement o
el . ) : i il W Lhe nominalion lor gavernon
( Vi S Ps0] was urged 1o pecom
lends i every part of the state, be-
cord, his understanding and knowledg?
Urego . i dustries, needs; because ol his publie-
L A v ol recent years has led him to tasks whieh

his own aflfairs.

L. J. SIMPSON IS CLEARLY THE MAN WHO
CAN GIVE OREGCON THE ADMINISTRATION
NECESSARY TO THIS PLAN OF NATIONAL
EFFICIENCY

W f sl 1h; . ! _‘ Il not allow [-l-lj'if‘-. to
‘ el ( 1 vou will vote for the man whko
4 el op Ol (hyewon ol -|1|in"§r state s vast
‘ e par or, and participate in, the ereat re-
v l ) Ve S LR 18 |v|-.---]_'.' than ever be-
|. I . fis Will L] Yourt |'i-1.|{-.
What You Can Do

'IRST—-Talk over his eandi-

daecv with vou " fi*
<I(COND | vou believe that
i, .f S :"‘!'I' I= \'.nf"l!_‘. ] _\fjl]t'
stunport write a letter to this com-
Suggest how his eause may be
al ced. We, in turn, will tell

o how you ecan help
Paid Advertisement
I\-. |ltl "\
YYimpson for Governor'' League
| Pitock Bloek, Portland f22¢
f j

help win
the war
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Home : ‘Made : Flour

FOR HOME PEOPLE
Pride of Oregon, Soft Wheat Flour
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3 H. & H. Hard Wheat Flour
i Made by Cottage Grove Milling Company
& Phone 80
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