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al the
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CHAPTER 1V,

The Mystery
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I conmie home the next forenoon -1 was
over to Seanback's and the bars wers
in place then A\ Murtha had not
Liven P th T hidd nnv one
come to the ranch while 1 was gone
Bo yon see, Mlas Loulse, here's a very |
pretry mystery
“You think they were driven off,
don’t you?s 1y Lonlse asked nogues
tlon with the words and mnde o state
ment of It with her tone, which was a
trick of hers
Charlle Fox shook his head, but his
eves did not complete the deninl  ©Miss
Lalse, 1'd work every other theory to
denth before 1'd admit that possibility
1 don't know all of my uelghbors so
very well, bt 1 should hesitate a long,
THil,'_ e

It nesdn't have
There nre lots of

nelghbor

men pmssing

Ly i
Sirange

through the country. Did you look for
trmcks?"’

“I did not I dikdn’t waunt to admit
thiat possibility I decline to admit it
pnow.” The chin of Charlle Fox sguar
ed perceptilily o that Bille Loulse
caught a fuint resemblance to Marthy
in his face. “I saw a man aceused of
a theft once,” he sald “The evidence
was  or seemed  absolutely unassaiin
ble. And afterwanrd he was exonerat
ed completely It was Just a horrible
mistnke. But he left school under a
cloud His life was ruined by the

nhsolutely
of stealing

I'd have to know

I'd aceu e

blunder

e fore wny one

those calves, Miss Loulse.  1'd have to
see them In a mnn's corral, with his
brand on them 1 belleve that's the
way It's done out here—aml even
then

“*Where have you looked?” There
were vrensons why this particular sub
Ject was painfual to Billy Loulse. “And
are you sure they didn't get out of
that pasture and wander on down the
Cove, nmong all those willows? 1t's a |
perfect jungle away down Are yon |
sure they gren’'t with the rest of the |
cuttle? 1 don't see how they rmlldi
lenve the Cove unless they were driv- |
en out.”

“Yes, | thought o€ thal—strange as U

Charlle's volee was unof
fended.  On the conteary, he aeemed
glnd thut she took so keen an lnterest
I Wis ufMalrs It hins heen a8 week
vl know they Aew the
viery foot of that Cove twiee

mn ¥ wee ™

UM 1

il e

el hant o

Vel I drove every hoof of stock up
wnd corraled them and made sure these
four were not in the herd.  Then |
bunted through every nch of that wil

low Jungle aud nll slong the bl and
the river Miss Loulse, 1 put In three
duyw nt 11, From sunrise tHH It was too
durk Lo ses Fhen | begun riding oul
whidee 'here st n trace of themwm any
w hiers I bind Just bought thew from
wrid b K yirul Know I drove them
T il becuuse they were tired
wid wo owas 1, | Just left them o that
ipper mendow ae | came down  the
gorge. | hadu't branded them yet |1

I kuow 've mnde an awful boteh of

the thing, Miss Loulse he confeased
turnlng townrd her with an honest dis
tre nnd n o self Maying hamblity o W
“y that wiped from Bllly Loulse's
il wny  loclplent teadency toward

Litetnpt But you see 't gteen st
this runch gnme. And | never dreamed
T wlves weren't perfectly safe ln
there ‘The fence was new nnd strong
wodd the bnrs are nbaolutely bars to any
wlock lnrger than & |n|l|r||

I hute to bother you with this, and
I o wiunt you to think 1 bhave oo

sald ulter
But

vl

whinlug for sym
of 1

vathy ' he
willy wllence Hie

led

A lulnute

Ing they were not bran with

brand 1 thought perhaps you had
run n them and pald no wttention
thinking they belonged to Seabeck

Billy Loulse swilled a lttle to herself
If L il not been guite 5o "green 8
thee runch gume” he would have wen
thones] birnpds mt Orst us the most g

st podnt lostead of tneking on the
formntion casunlly after ten winutes
ull ol b IS vitul detalls

Were they vented? e I|"'kl"’ L1H O
s Ing the siplle so that It was mere
ly n 'w i of the lipn which milght
tmenn anvihing

L I think they were That'n
what vou cull it when the former own
prat hi birand o w AIMereut place
to whiow that hils owpership lias ceased,

Isn't 10?7 Seabeck puts his brand up
lde down

vent iy Loulse
of letting
display more g
runiece on the subject And | should
o At AF 1 hmd  seen  fous

anud wot rebrauded

I know Sealbwok s

ut in There was no need

fine fellow

ave |
alves vented fresh

Why In the world didn’t you stick your
brand on at the same timhe? Hilly
Laoulse was losing patlence with hils
KIva lit*Hs

I dldn't have my branding ron with
(L Choarlle suswored humbly “
huve done that before, when | bought
thioases it biesr ywu nnd calves 1

“You'd beiter pao s your lron next
thoes," whe retorted If you can’'t get
w Hitle bunch of calves ten miles with

it | ng themn

“Hut you must understand 1 d1d. 1
took them e and turned them loto
the Cove, | kpnow-—I"tn nn awful chump
ut this ™

“I'hee calves may not be absolutely
lost, you kpow Why, 1 lost a blg
steer lust spring and pever found him
tll 1 was golug to sell a few head

Fhen he turaed up, the biggest und fat

‘ he bunch, You can’t tell
ey get themselves In gqueer places
tetlrnes I'll come over tomorrow

i1 enn and tanke a look at that pasture
and all around. And I'll keep a good
akout for the calvea”

Muny men would have objected to
the unconsclous patropage of her tone
I'int Charlle Fox did not, but accept
el the wspirit of helpfulness in her
words, Hfted him out of the small na
tured olass

“It's awfully good of you," he sald
“You know a lot more about the bovine
puture than I do, for all I put In every
mlnute studying the subject. 1'm
tnking four different stock Journals
Miss Loulse. 1'1 bet 1 know a lot
more about the different stralos of va
rions breeds than you do, Miss Cattle
But I'm beginning to see that
know what we learn by ex

I've n new book on the sul-
of the cattle 'm go
If Seabeck hasn't
straln that can be
native mountaln

sjmre

now,

Lueen
we only
perience
ject of heredity
Ing home and see
stumbled upon s
truced back to your
sheep.”
Hilly Loulse laughed and sald good-
by and stood leaning over the gate
watching him as he zigzagged up the
hill, stopping his horse often to breathe.
sShe began to wouder, then, about those
cnlves Vented nand not rebranded,
they would be easy game for any man
who first got his own brand on them.
She meant to get a desceription of them

when she saw Charlle again—It was
lke his Innocence to forget the most
essentinl detalls -and she meant to

keep her eyves open.  If Charlle were
rlght about the calves not belng any
where (o the cove, then they had been
driven out of It, stolen. Billy Loulse
turned dejectedly away from the fence
and went down to a shady nook by the
creek, where she had always llked to
do her worrying and hard thinking.
The next day she rode early to the
Cove and learned some things from
Marthy which she had not gleaned
from Charlie. She learned that two of
the calves were a deep red except for a
wide, white strip on the nose of oue
and white hind feet on the other; that
another was spotted on the hindguar-
tera aud that the fourth was white,
with Iarge, red blotches.

known cattle all her life. She would

She had

know these If she saw them anywhere. |
She also discovered for herself that

they could not have broken out of that
pusture and that the river bank was
impassable because of high, thick bush-
es and miry mud In the open spaces.
She had a Hght with Blue over these

| despite the fact that

DRNK, Tor there WAl N0t g rrace
where, and he i was abhsolutely
T UNE $illy Loulse herself would
have felt doubtful of cllmbing out that
wiuy. The gray rim rock wl wirnlght
and bigh at the top, with never a crey
fies, wiv far us whe ol wee, and the
gorge wins barred wo that It was lm
possible to go thiat way without Ifting
heavy poles out of deep sockets and
whiding them to one slde

've got mn ea about m gate here”
Churlle  contded  suddenly I'here
won't e any more iy steries ke this

I'm golng to Nix o swinglng gate In
place of these bars, Mi FRTETS I
whaull have It swing uphlll llke this
and ' hinve o welght arrnaged so that
It will miwnys close eelf IF one | Hre
less enough to ride on and leave (it
T I hauve It ul)l worked it ln m
!—"-_"-1 ,‘ - 1
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“If You'll Let Down the Bars, Mr. Fox

I'tl Hit the Trail”

alleged braln. | shall do it right away
Lo Aunpt Marthy Is

thin gorge now Every

rathier pervous
el

reelf to make sure

about
ahie Wnlks hiere he

the bars are closed ’

Yo may as well make up youl
wind o it,” sald Blly Loulse lrrele
vautly In a tone of absolute certainty
“Those calves were drivey out of the
gorge. That means stolen. You pesdn’t
aecuse any oune ln partiovigr 1 don't
suppose  you could But they were
atolen

Charlle frowned and glanced up spec-
tatively at the hlufl's rim

“Oh, your mountain sheep theory I8
uo ol Billy Loulse glegled ‘1
doubit If a lizard even would try to
legve the Cove over the hlufY vhich

certnloly was a
Ider a llzanl's huabit

{ "I:Ilf:,

hummers to climb

sweeplng statetment
when
‘A mountaln sheep

“They're

you cons
t ANYWAY

“Hut calves are nt, Mr. Fox Not
ke that. You know vourself they were
stolen. Why uot admit 107

“Would that do any good-bring
them back?' he countered, looking up
at her

“N-0, but 1 do bhate to s®e 1 person

deliberately ghat his eyes in front of a

fact. We may as well admit to our
selves that there ls a rostler o the
country. Then we can look out for
him."”

Charlle's eyes had the troubled look
“!1 hate to think that. Aunt Martha
Insists that i# what we are up agalnst

hut
“Well, she knows more about it than
you do, believe me. If you'll let down
the bars, Mr. Fox, I'll hit the tral
and If 1 find out anvthing U'll let you
know ut once.”
When she rode over

the bleak up

land she caught herself wishing that
she might talk the thing over with
Ward He would know Just what
ought to be done. But winter was celn
ing. and she would drive her stock
down Into the flelds she had ready
They would be safe there surely. Still,
she wished Ward would come She

wanted to talk it over with a man who
understosd and who knew more about
such things than she did

The ‘ste of the four heifer calves be
came permanently wrapped in  the
blank fog of mystery Billy Loulse
watched for them when she rode out In
the hills and =pent a good deal of time
heretofore given over to dreaming In
trying to solve the riddle of their dl=
Charlle Fox insisted upon

Appearance,

keeping to the theory that they hiad
merely strayed Marthy grumbled
sometimes over the loss, and Ward

well, Ward did not put In an appear
ance agaln that fall or winter and so
did not hear of the Incident.

Continued next weesk

ENTENTE HAS MOST 1ROOPS

Secretary Baker Says Allies Numer
ically Superior on West Front.

Washington —Warning the
not to let reports of strikea and other
internal  ddsturbances in
slacken Its war preparations
tary Baker in his weekly
view also makes the officlal announce
ment that American troops are
holding & portion of the actual battle
front

For the first time, also, Secretary
Baker declares that it is fully believed
the allies have a preponderance of
men and guns on the western
the German line

nation
Germany
Secre

military re

at last

front,

| has been strengthened by troops from

Intter places and demonstrated beyond |
doubt that they were miry by getting |

him In to the knees in spite of his vio-
lent objections. They left deep tracks
behind them when they got out. The
calves had not goue Investigating the

the Russian field Baker
declared the reports of numerical su
perfority have spread by the
enemy himself

Secretary

been
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GENERAL MENCHER
And tobacco now tastes much
better toasted.
You’'ll know this when you
smoke the famous Lucky Strike
cigarette, the real Burley cigarette.
It's toasted to develop and seal
General Chas. T. Mencher, who suc in the Burlb‘y tobacco ﬂavor.
er General Mann as mander
s the Rainbow division of National
Gua trocps in Fr
n
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f15mibd Goodridge, deceased.
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Home : ‘Made : Flour

FOR HOME PEOPLE

Pride of Oregon, Soft Wheat Flour
H. & H. Hard Wheat Flour

Made by Cottage Grove Milling Company

Phone 80




