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liiMli'il | >ii I lie 11 i ally nil Hint In-* said
"You'll hu v e t "  ini m flu* m lint g*,ln' 
Iioiiii*." In* nnIiI to Hill) Lou ho- "M ole ' l l  
lll>i*ly you'll In* In* In' mi*iw too < Looks 
liuil oft tliut wu\ "

"Ymi it "  on mul luru them ** alvea 
out" ’ Martli) «•uiiiiiiumIihI him lutiilily 
"Hilly l.uiilui* ain’t goln’ hom e  If It 
■tor in* 1 «till think you'll know
enough tu know I l is t"

"Hli. hut III have tu no any way,” 
Hu* girl interrupted " Muuiinl«* * au't 
In* ilull* »lulu* alii'il wuiry li*r*elf tu 
death If I < I Hi n t show up hy liark
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CHARTER I.

Lrt Uà Btrfrt «t Ih® llvginnino*

Fo l  le Milli Uul'li '»\«*ll lllrlr lierkN 
Io fili* Volti» of | »Il 11 t*M f 

Ht-rs Ululi*. »IimijIiI ivully Im*k1ii (hi** 
ut or) Itili to follo v% (In* Muli tlu*V 
limili* Uoiilil tato* «• \ •• i ilI «*htt|»f«*IK
H li li* h you <«*rlj»iiil\ Molliti •» l* 11 » iinlrHH 
you llkr |o ht»nr ili«' tuli* or Imw ilo* 
wllili*riii,N*i w iim t uiiii'il limi culi (tirili 
III Ilo* hi l'I'Il li ! **( o i \ of tlhiHi* wlio « 11« I 
(III* t UlIlllJK M Itili* f 11 « * \ fondili to k«-«*|> 
ttn*lr stoiionhs fultlv urli II 11•*«I ultli 
fo««t| alni tln*lr lumi inu • Ini IhmI1i*n 1)1 
for tlm f rii >

TIhT i* wiim m u «Minili lou Ih ouimI. 
IIIICoIIi IhmI. liti I sii of \ • *• unii MJH*«*i‘1|
himI imtur«*. u ho «li o\ i* tlu* finir o ih i  
foru uni «i\«*r lutti ro» k ami rotigli 
I >i a 11 le iin<| (In* H< uni) su •• 1 in tu li t
t«*l! ) mi a khmii « 1 * .iI iiIh»111 Miirtliy.
MllO l’ Iotlilt il uto||i|J) u*l " « t III* «Ir- «Tf 
nini tIn* |om lylim Ioli- ululi.' (he l'Iio k 
Tool, ami of |n*r umile follimi, *h|ftli**H 
liusltaml u Iioiii sin 4llc«l Jhh«* ululi
»In* «1M noi « a II litui w oi ••

'Mio) Urli* (In- |t|o|Mf|H ulii'M* hin li 
1 IIK U a|Co|i Itrst f"lil«*i| (Ih* Militili*
W«»|\itili«* stlmilll J il - I u l i f l f  It k'irrtiM 
Ilo* r!11\ \ allr) ami (limi lt|*s la*(um»u 
liilK** lava r«** 1% Imlk*- (•» Jolh Ilo* luoriT 
htrmiin .laso u uniti havi* n( i»|»|»«m1 
tlun* ami • alimi lionn* (Iti* •»li»*lti*rml 
Utili* krm*n *!*•»( in Un* » r»i> liurrc*ntn*Ni 
lini Murtli.v umii oli ii|» Ila* furili«*! Itili 
ami arroHM (In* U| lami am*tln*r full 
ila v » Jutirii«*) ullli tln* HUt ntlliK o»*«n 

lln*\ • aiu|H*«I (hai nik'ltt oh auotln*r 
Ulti** iiikloK h|r«*uin In aiiotln*r UHI«*
\ I l 1 lt*  \ U  lilt'li U'IIM ||o( SO  l«• \ |*| or 
gl»*«*n or U lio||\ plmislng lo tln* «*\«* 
Alni (Imi lindi! tuo of (In* o\i*ii Ini 
|m* I !•*« I l»v a Hiir«*r in si In« ( diali (tn*lr 
huinuii oum*is, s(ra\»s| aua) <l»»un a 
liurrou, u Imling gorg«« ami so ilinrov 
m»il tln* l'ov«* ami f» i î»*«l ii|»«»n il» ri» ti 
giusn«*s li u a ** Murili) uh«» u«*nt 
uf(« r Micio ami u ho r«*< oj.'til/»-»l tln* III 
II«* li 1«l<l«*li l.«l«*li IIH (In* pili« |* «*f ll«T 
«li «*ii (uh Hii|i|H»f«lng sin* «*v«*r tuoi 
ilirullìi So Muriti) ami la <* ami tln* 
foiir »»\*n t«H»k |H»kkra Imi, mii«I unti 
luti« li laln.r uml inali) hard \«*ar» for 
Ilo* u«»mrtli aliti v« Idi (In* hmiii«* iiiiiiiUt  
«»f )«*arn ami uh lini«* Ihtm«r uh In* rould 
inaiiagr oh Un* iiuiu h purt (tu*) tniii«*d 
Hit* ( ‘«»vi» ami imolt» It a l»«*uiil\ spot In 
Itiut u 11.1 l ini \ l»raill) hp«.tt. tliougli 
Unir ihrs tuli! liotliilik l'Ut trmollulll 
Ioli ami Imi mli umils and a inrnlal 
horlxun nurroumi alinosi to (In* llinltn 
of (In* gridi, gl il) ( " . 1. unii (hai »(ir 
rollini«*«! 111«*in

>\llo(tlrl Mflirtl) h«»ll!(*«l roll|)h* rudi«» 
aft«*ruai«l and hiiu tln* \V»»h «*iiiii* and 
lutili«* for tli(*iiiH«*l\ i*m a Iioiii«* tip*mi Uh 
ImiikH Ami in tln* rotigli Ititi«* log
«aitili wits l.orn (In* girl rliilil I unni 
you lo III«*«*! a girl « 111Iti w ln*u »In* 
htioiiM liti \ «• I»«•«•!i a l»o\ 1«» im*« t !u*r 
fa(ÌM*r,N iir**d ami gr«»at «I» sin*, a girl 
«liti«! %\ Itosi* \ rt ) iiaiin* u uh a r»un|»ro- 
min«* Ih*|u «*«*h (In* |»an*nts |\»r tlu»y 
«hll(*«l h«*i Itili) for saU«• «»f (In* Im»v 
Iter fiitlu»r MUfitml and Louis«* for Ila* 
girl li«*r ■■■•>(licr litt'l Imiil'ihI f<*r tu llrclii 
rti limi lr*rril>lr* ioiirlhn*»« wlrlrh III** 
far fr<iiitli*r lirlnu’*« t * tln* \v<>111**11 nhu 
liiin<■ li* «t••■ri r*ni|riirir****

Uliflr Ititi) I • r 11 - « • «ria lwt*lv«> airi* 
Wall (tal li» *1** a«tlltl*( f 1 i I < |C hit» I II» »Utili 
■ III* H i t «  Ita/) I ta  I n  (tu* I »H I I  I »1 ■ I II r Hit 
turi* of limi I*Ik aoiiit'ltihiK Sin» tritai 
tu 1111 k il »»vii w Uh Mail li). Imi Martin
«amili Hot Hia'lll t<> I II III I» la*) olili Hit* 
Cove

Whi'ii ahi* una 1 li I if t*«*n Itili) la miai* 
rial»* over ultli a loaf i»f l»r» a*l ah«» Itati 
littket! all li.v Imrself. inni alu* put lilla 
)»rolileiii t»> Manli)

•Tv* I *1*1*11 t li in k hi u 1<I ito alleali uml 
wrlte |»oetrv. Murili) a ulmlo l»o»*k 
of It ultli jn*711 rea Hot I ilo love to 
lliake hreiul »libi |»eo|>le Ilare to eat 
hreail U lo» li uoiihl you la*, Murili) 
a |M»et or a eiaikV"

Martliy lookeil al Iter a min ut«/, leni 
Iter atteutloii I»r11 * 11) h» tlu* »|iieaili»ii 
Mini itati* w Imi alo* roir'ltli*reil itoial ad 
Vlee.
1 "Voti learn liow to eiaik. Hill) l.oii 
lai». \liti don i unni lo eo alai k'"t II" 
tlolia Y»»iir iiihu ahi l heallli). ami 
yolir |>au lll»ea b'"<al binili l ’o l l y  la 
all foollalineaa Theiv nin i ali) mone) 
In II

"Walter Scott palli hi* dcl»t* u rii lui; 
poeti)." aald Hill) l.oiila«* arKuliieUiii 
I l ic i)  Sin* had IuHl remi all hIhiuI 
Walter Si-ott III 1 ina-ii/iue uld< li 11 
pa*ahmr eouliO) had itlieli Iter. IVr- 
)  apa limi had HotuellihiK to do ultli 
lier l l r *  iimliltlmi

"Melihy lo» dld limi nielli») Ile dlilu't 
I d ||ke I»» aia» olii’ ilehts pulii off wllh 
polry. It’il lune I » he uortli a liuti
lui more n wlial l»l irlte for II."

"(»li! Ulivi* you K»»t ilalita, tia». Mar 
lU.r?" Hllly Iriulae al lldrli'eii una
alili ready utili a) input l i ) . >u<ld)’a 
U.»t lot* and pllea of *i*lll. Ile honitiit 
amne calile alni n»»\v he talka lo moni 
mie all thè lime alimi! ilehl*. Monimle 
«vani* me l<» irò lo Itola«* I«• adorni nevi 
wlnler. I<> Anni Sanili ■* Alni iladd) 
aaya lliere'a ilelila lo p«y. I dliln'i 
kiiow «oli Inni ali). Marlliy."

"Meli. I Ini ve K'»l We Imniiht aome 
eattle, lo*» and lhe> aln't «Ione 'a well'a 
tbey mliclit. If I had a lumi flint waa 
auy k*»<hI «111 eurtli I conili pili up more 
bay Hut I cau't Kit iuiIIiIiik ouia Jaae

hut u liliica Yolir pau outfhla aeinl 
\»»u lo ai’hiail Hill) l.otllao even If lo* 
lilla K»»l llelila "

" I le  *»u> a la* u laliea In* could, hut he 
doli ! know w lii-re I Ite ninne) a 1 umilia 
frmn

"Ilow ni ili-li 'a II Ifoln lo take ’-" aakeil 
Mailliv lii'iivili

"Dii. pllea" llllly l*»il|ai» apoke ulrllv 
t»> hide her pride In lite Ini | a ut 11 me of 
the atilijcct "I Iffy dollar*, i KUeaa 
I ’ve |p»t I»» have amile new I'lolliea 
inmiinil»' aa'a I ’d like a lilue ilrea*

" Vial your pau » an I mia«* IIfty dol 
lnrsv Murili)'* tone una plainly l»el 
Jlirerenl

"Dot to pa v Interest." *alil Hllly lem 
lae Importunili

Murili) »«Ul not anollier unni nlaiiit 
di'hts or the »lutlea of t»areiila V\ Imi 
alle » I hi u as more lo Ihe point. Imu 
ever, for alie lilt» lied the mules to u 
rutti) old hu* khoard lievi da) uml 
drove over the Mii' l>»»iiuld ranch mi 
flu* Wolverine Sin» carried ?■*»" hi her 
pocket, uml timi vvaa prudi* ally all 
the iu>*lo') Maithv possess«*! ami Iih*I 
Is'cll aav«'»l for the d«*l»ts that Imra»s«s1 
her She k'uv«' the money I « * Hilly l.oii 
Ise'a mother ami Milil tliut It was u 
present for Hill) l.oulse uml iu»'ulil for 
"s' 11 • »*»1 moli«»v "  She aald that she 
hndli’t ali) iflrl of her >»uii to sp«»ml 
III»' mone) oli and limi Hllly Ixodae 
was a k’o'st khl and a smuri i;lrl and 
she «vantisi to d*» a little **»111**1 tilhif to 
u ani her s* hoollnk

A woman will saciill»-*' more |>rl»l»' 
Iii 1111 you Would Is'lleve If she a«*-* a 
way Inward helping her * hlldieii to an 
t*ilii* at I* *li Mrs M u»l >o|«a Id took tin*
lu ne), alai she promise»! se» re» y with 
a feeling <>f relief that Martli) wlalied 
It Shi> u as astonished t" timi (list 
Martli) tool any feelings not dire» lly 
isinneclisl with work or the allortcom 
Ink’s of Jase lull she never suspe* t<s| 
timi Murili) hu*) made any sa» riti» e for 
P. I MliM

So Hilly l.oulse went auay tu a» tn»ol 
ami never knew whose money had 
mad«* It posslhlc to go. amt Marttiy 
« orkiil hauler uml drove Jase uo»re 
re. cut lessi) t»> make up that She
never mention««I the mutter l*> any »*ue 
Tln» nevi vimr It was the same When 
hi August she i|iu*st1«med Hilly Immise 
dullish) u|a»ti the silhjis t of ttnam es 
and learueit that daddy stilt tulked 
ahoiit debts and Interest and dldii t 
kin»«« where Ihe money wus coming 
frulli sto» drove over usuili utili money 
f»>r the schooling And ugalu she ci 
(radei! a promise of silence.

She did tlds for four years, and imt a 
soul knew timi It <«»st her anything In 
tlie way <if extra work alai cifra 
harassment o f  mimi She Isiught more 
util»' and < ut more hay and ««eutdacp 

er Into ildit f»*r as Hllly lamine grew 
older mid prettier uml m<>r<* a* * ustoiu 
is I to the ways of town she needed 
more lii'»liev. und the August gift grew 
proportionately larger The mother 
w a « t Ini ■ 1 k f ■ 11 lie) orni llie |s»tut «if ipiet* 
Moiling An Augusi without Muriti) 
amt M ariti) s gift of money would have 
las‘ii a tragedy and so aelitsh Is mother 
love somethin's that she would Imve 
a* < epteil the gift even If she had known 
vv lint If cost the giver

At eighteen, then. Hllly l.outse knew 
some tilings iu»t taught hy tlie wide 
plains and the wild hills around her 
She was not spoiled hy her little learn­
ing. which was a go»*! thing And 
when her fath«»r died trugh'nlly tie 
Heath an overturned load of poles from 
the mountain at the head of (lie can 
you Hill) l.oiilae came home The Hilly 
of her (rlisl to take Ills place and the 
Isiillsc of tier Htleiiiptisl to take care 
of her mother, who was untitled botti 
liv nature ami lml*lt to lake cure of tier- 
self \> filch was, after all. a rather 
Idg tiling for any one to attempt.

Jase liegnli to complain of having 
"all gone" feelings during the winter 
after Hilly I.uulse enine home utul tisjk 
up Ihe whole Inirdeii of the Wolverine 
ranch IJc isunplalncd to Hilly Immise 
when sin» risi«» over »»lie clear, sunny 
day In January lie said tliut lie was 
getting old. which was perfectly true, 
uiut that tie was noi us 11 Idei >• at led as 
lie might he and didn’t evpis t to IhsI 
much longer Hilly l.oiilae spoke of it 
to Murili), and Martli) snorted

"lie 's  ftlilehistled enough at meal­
times, I nut lee." she relorlisl "I 've 
heard (hut tune ever shut» I kilo Weil 
him lie can't f»sd me!"

Jase inaunderisl In mi tlmt moment, 
anil Murili) turned and glared at Jase 
with w hat Hilly l.oulse conahlered a 
perfectly uncalled f»»r animosity. In 
reality, Maithv was covertly looking 
for visitile symptoms of the all gone 
ness She shut her harsh lips together 
tightly at what she saw. Jaae certain­
ly was puff) under Ills watery, pink 
rimmed eyes, and the withered dus ks 
shove Ids thin graying beard really did 
Itale a pasty gray l«a»k

"II'yoil turn them calves out Into the 
corralV" she ilemmided, her voice hard 
»•r la*» ause of her secret uneasiness.

“ I was goln' I»», hut the wind's 
• 'hanged Into the north, 'n' 1 thought 
inehhy you wouldn't want 'em out." 
lase turned l»u< k aimlessly to the d»Hir. 
Ills voice was getting cracked and 
tuaky, and the deprecating note dout

D'you Turn Them Calve* Out Into 
the Corral?”

She worrh's alaiut every little thing 
sin«'«' 'laiPl i died I ought to have gone 
before or I oughtn't to liuve come 
Hut she w us worrying ul>*»iit you, Mur 
thy Mhe hudu't seen *>r heuril of you 
for u mouth, uml she was afraid you 
might he silk or something. Why 
don't you get some one to stay with 
you'; I think you ought to." She look­
ed toward the d<s»r wht*h Jase had 
closed U|s»ti Ids departure. " I f  Jase 
should get si* k or auy thing"

“ Jase it in t goln to git si» k," Mar 
thy retorted glumly "Yuli don't waul 
to let him worry yuh. Hilly i.oulue If 
I »1 W'*ri1«*d every flun* lie yowled
around about living sick i d Is* »lead or 
■ rnz.v hy low I dunim hut inu) U* 
I'll have somebody fu help with the 
Work, though." she udileil after a pause 
luring vvhhh she had swiped the dish 
lug arotiinl the sides of the pall once 
*r twice and had **|>encd the dour and 

thrown the wuter out beyond the door­
step like the sloven nhe was "I got a 
nephew that wutits to * <>tne out lie'* 
•cell In a hank, hut lie s <pdt ami want* 
to git 011 to a run* li I duiino hut I'll 1 
have him come in the spring "

"I*o. urged Hilly I.oulue, perfectly 
Iin* I'llS' loU* of Hie Isitflitlulllles of the
future. "I hale to thltik of you two : 
low 11 here atone I don t suppose any 
a*»' ever loiues down here except me 
uml that Isn't often."

"Nobody's got any call tu come 
low-ii." said Murthy stolidly "They 
stile ain't going to collie foy our com 
p'n.v. ami there a In t nothing else to 
hrlng 'em."

"Well, there aren't ninny to com*, 
v"ti know," laughisl Hilly Louise, shak 
lug out tin* dish towel and spreading 
It over two nulls us she dhl ut home 
"I'm your nearest neighbor, and I've 
got stv tulles to ride against the wind 
at that I think I d hetter start We've 
got a half breed doing chores fur ua. 
hut lie ha> t»i I*«* looked after or be 
neglects things I'll not get another 
hance to cvirne very soon, I'm afraid 

Moutuile hales to have me ride amuml 
much In the winter. You send fur that 
nephew right uwu). why dou t you. 
Murthy'»" It was like Hllly Louise tu 
ml«, command und eutreuty together 
lienlly, I don’t tldnk Jase looks a bit 

well."
"A gvssi strong steepin' of sage 'll 

tlx him all right, only lie alu't sick, as 
I see You take this shawl."

Hilly Louise refused the shawl and 
ran down the twisted path fringed | 
with long, reaching Ungers of the hare 
berry hushes At the stuhle she stop- 
lied for 1111 aimless dialogue with Jase 
and then rvsle away, past the orchard 
whose leafless branches gave glimpses 
of the low-, s*sI roofed cabin, with 
Murthy stuuding rut Iter disconsolately 
>11 the rough doorstep watching her go 

Him* vvas climbing steadily out of 
the gorge, twitching 1111 ear backward 
with tlatterlug attention whenever bis 
lady spoke Thy horse went on. palm 
l) stepping over (his puk ami around 
that us if it were the simp est thing hi 
ihe world to ttml sure footing mill cur 
ry his lady aiuisithl) up that trail. Me 

I threw up Ills head so silddeuly that 
ItllJ) Louise was start list out of her 
aimless dreaiulugs and pointed uose 
uml ears toward tlie little creek Imt 

I torn above, where Marthy had lighted 
! tier I'uuiptlre long uml tong ago.

A few steps further ami Hltie stop 
l»eil short In the trail to look ami Us 
ten. Hllly Iwiulse could see the nerv­
ous twltchiugs of Ids muscles under 
the skill of neck amt shoulders and she 
»lulled to herself Nothing could ever 
»»Hie upon her unaware when she rode 

alone so long us she rode Hlue A 
limiting dog was not more keenly alive 
to his surroundings.

"I)** on, Hlue." she commanded after 
a minute. " I f  It's a hear or anything 
like that you can make a run for It;
If It's a wolf I'll shoot it You needn't 
stand here all night, anyway."

Hlue wcut on, out from behind the 
willow growth that hlil the <>|>eii. Me 
returned to his calm, picking a smooth 
trull through the scattered rocks and 
tiny washouts. It was the girl's (urn 
to stare amt speculate f*he did not 
know this horseman whu sat negligent 
ly in the saddle and looked up at the

I
cellar grown bluff beyond while his 
h'irse stood kn«*»* deep u. Mu* lift 
*1 reain She did not know him, and 
th.*rr were not so mmiy travelers In 
the land that strangeis were a matter
of Indifference.

HlUe welcomed Ihe lior»e with a dem 
o* rati» ul* ker and went forward brisk­
ly And the rider turned hla head, 
eye«! the girl sharply as she mine up 
• ml nodded a cursory greeting ills 
horse lifted It* head to look, decided 
that It wanted another swullow or two 
and lowered It* iiiiuicle again to tha 
water

Hilly leiitlse could not form any optn 
ion of the man s age or pe rsonality, for 
he was encased In a wolfskin «-oat 
which covered him completely from 
hut br!<u to Miikli-H Sh»* g >t an Irupres 
■Ion o f u thin, durk face und a sharp 
glance from eyes that seemed dark 
al so There was a thin, high nose, aud 
beyond that Hilly laoilse did not lo»»k 
I f  she had the mouth must « iTtulnly 
have reassured her somewhat 

Hlue stepped nonchalantly down Into 
the stleuiu beside the strange horse 
and went  across without stopping to 
drink The strange horse moved on 
also, as If that were tlie natural thing 
to do which It w us, since * ham e sent 
them traveling the sain»* trull Hllly 
IxiUlae set her teeth together with the 
ipieer little vicious <11* k that had ul- 
Wu)s la*en her habit when she felt 
thwarted and constrained to yield to 
dreumdances and straightened herself 
In the saddle

"Looks like a storm." the fur coated 
one observed, with u perfectly trans­
parent attempt to lighten the awk 
wutdnesa

Hill) Louise tilted her chin upward 
ami gazed at the grav sweep of clouds 
moving sullenly toward the mountains 
at her hack. Mhe glanced at the matt 
and caught him .ouklng Intently at bet 
face.

Me did not look away Immediately, 
as he should have done, und Hilly Lou­
ise felt u little beat wave of emhur 
rasameut, emphasized l»y resentment 

"Are you going fur-;" be <jut*rled in 
the »ame tone he had emplov «si before.

"Mix miles." she answered shortly, 
though she tried to be decently civil.

" I ’ve about eighteen." be said 
"Looks .Ike vve .l b o t h  get caught out 
Ui a blizzard.”

Certainly be bud a pleasant enough 
voice, and, after all. It wus not bis 
fault that be bupjiened to tie at tlie 
crossing when she rode out of the 
gorge Hilly Louise, In common Jus­
tice. laid aside her resentment and 
looked at him with a bint of u smi.t* 
at the * orners of her lips 

"That s w hat we have toei[»ei t when 
we travel In this vouutry In the win­
ter." she replied "Klghteeu miles will 
take you long after dark "

“ Well. 1 was sort of tlguring *»n put­
ting up at s**me ranch if It got too bud 
There s a ranch somewhere ahead on 
the Wolverine, isn't there?"

"Yes " Billy l-oiilse hit her lip, hut 
hospitality ts an unwritten law of the 
West, a luvv not to be lightly broken. 
"That's where I live We'll l»e glad to 
have you stop there of * ourse "

The stranger must have felt and ad 
Uilr«*d the utcuiis* ious dignity of  her 
tone and Words, for lie tliHliked her 
«Imply ami refrained from looking too 
intgutly ut her face 

Line slrtbigs o f  huow. like meal flung 
down from a gigantic sieve, swept int*> 
their faces as they rode on The man 
turned Ills face toward her after a long 
silence. She was riding with bowed 
bead ami fa e half turned from him 
and the wind alike

"You'd l»etter ride *»n ahead und get 
In out of this." lie said curtly "Your 
h*»r»e Is fresh. It's going to l*e worse

rattier tea»I yon past those place« than 
have you go over the edge." she said, 
“ because nobody could get you up or 
ever, go down and bury you decently 
!t wouldn't he a hit ni* e it's much 
simpler t»» keep you on top."

Me said something but Billy Louise 
could not hear what It w as Hhe aua- 
pc ted him of swearing Hhe rode on 
In silence

"Blue * a dandy horse ou had trails 
ami In the dark," she observed com- 
panlouahly at last "Me simply can't 
lose his footing or Ida way."

"Yea? That's nice "
Billy Louise felt like putting out her 

tongue at him for the *s»«>I remoteness 
of bis tone It w»»uld serve him right 
to ride ou ami let him breuk hla neck 
over the bluff If he wanted to. She 
shut her teeth together and turned her 
face away from him 

So, In silence and w ith no very good 
feeling between them, they went pre­
cariously down the steep hill Ithe hill 
up which Marthy and the oxeu and 
Jase hut] tolled so laboriously twenty- 
seven years before* and across the tiny 
flat to where the cabin window wink­
ed u welcome at them through the 
storm.

(Continue»! m*xt w<-*k
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“You’d Better Ride On Ahead and Get 

In Out of This."

aud more of It liefore long. Till.» 
cayusc of mine has bud thirty miles 
or so of rough going."

"1 think I'd better watt for you," she 
said primly "There me had place» 
«'here the trail goes close to the bluff, 
aud the lava rvuk will be slippery with 
this allow, aud it's gettlug dark so fast 
that a stranger might go over "

" I f  that's the case the sooner you 
are past the had pluces tlie better. I'm 
all right. You drift along."

Billy Louise spevulateil briefly ii|n»u 
the note of caliu authority In his voice 
Me did not know evidently that she 
was more accustomed r*> giving voiu 
mauds thsu to olieylug them. Her lips 
gave a Itttte »ptli k of amusement at hi» 
mistake.

"You go ou. I don't want u guide 
Me tilted Ills head peremptorily toward 
(he blurred trail ahead 

Billy l.oulse iHUghed a little. She did 
n»»t feel In the least embarrassed now 
" l )o  you never get what you don't 
want?" she asked mildly. "I'd a lot

EX-PREMIER CAILLAUX

Joseph Caillaux, former Premier of 
France, who waa arrested on charges 
of treason. >

NEW  RULES TO SAVE 
W HEAT ARE PLANNED
Spokane. Wash.—The people of the 

United States probably will be asked 
tu observe ap additional wheatless 
day each week, under new rules being 
formulated by the federal food admin­
istration. Charles Hebberd. federal 
food administrator for Washington, 
announced upon his arrival from 
Washington. I). C.. where he has been 
attending a conference of state food 
administrators.

The use of wheat substitutes with 
all w heat flour also probably will be 
asked in the new rules, which are 
expected to be Issued about the mid­
dle of this week, he said, and which 
aim at a further reduction of wheat 
consumption during the year by 30 
per cent.

"There Is no shortage of flour and 
no necessity for hoarding." Mr. Meb- 
berd said. Mr. Hoover is authority 
for the statement that the saving 
made by the people in the last five 
months amounts to between 25.000,• 
000 aud 50,000.000 bushels of wheat. 
But already this surplus has been ex­
ported. and there still must be saved 
for export in the next seven months 
75.000.000 to 00.000.000 bushels. The 
home supply, however, will be safe­
guarded at all times.

WILSON AGAINST 
WAR CABINET BILL

Veracity of Senator Chamber- 
lain is Questioned by 

President.

Washington— All doubt as to I'resl- 
dent Wilson's view of proposals In 
congress for reorganization of the gov­
ernment a war making machinery was 
swept away by a statement in which 
the president said the war department 
had a» > omplished a task of unparal­
leled magnitude and difficulty with 
extraordinary promptness and effici­
ency. denounced the congre lonal war 
investigations and declared that re­
organization hy legislation was pro­
posed after effective measures of re­
organization hail been perfected. 
President Resents Chamberlain Speech

The president's statement was Is­
sued as a result of a speech in New 
York Saturday by Senator Chamber- 
lain. chairman of the senate military 
committee, and after he had asked 
th>* senator on the telephone whether 
he had been correctly quoted.

Senator Chamberlain s reference to 
"inaction and ineffectiveness of the 
government” the president flatly 
called an "astonishing and absolutely 
unjustifiable distortion of the truth.”

Me said he regarded Secretary Ba­
ker as one of the ablest public offi­
cials he had ever met.

Senator Chamberlain made a state­
ment in reply to the president, saying 
he spoke extemporaneously in New 
York and that his criticisms were di­
rected at the war department only and 
not at other branches of the govern­
ment.
Chamberlain Maintains His Position.

"I am making no attack upon indi­
viduals." declared Senator Chamber- 
lain. "Perhaps they have done the 
best they could under the circum­
stances. i am attacking the system. 
My conclusions are based upon the 
disclosures of our investigation of the 
army. 1 am not taking hearsay evi­
dence.

"I am taking the sworn testimony 
of responsible officials aud officers of 
the army together with the views of 
the best efficiency experts of the 
country. It has been shown plainly 
that we cannot expect to give the 
fullest measure of our energy and re­
sources to the conduct of the war as 
long as we operate under our present 
system. That I do not have the presi­
dent's support is to be regretted. But 
there will be no turning back on my 
part. 1 have the full approval of my 
conscience in this matter."

BRIEF WAR NEWS
“The pi-ople uiust either go on or go 

UudiT." vvas the stirring climax of an 
address delivered to the trades uulons 
of Great Britain by David Lloyd 
George, the British prime minister.

A mutiny among submarine crews 
at the Herman nuval base of Kiel on 
January 7 is reported In an Kxcbange 
Telegraph dispatch from Geneva 
Thirty-eight officers are said to have 
been killed.

The peace conference proceedings at 
Brest-Lltovsk again have been bus- j 
peuded. aud Foreign Minister Trotzky j 
ts reported to have returned to Petro- 
grad. Foreign observers in Petrograd 
believe that the negotiations are work­
ing to a final break.

The political unrest In Germany 
mutlimes unabut» d and Chancellor von 
Hertling again has postponed bts 
sp< cell to the main committee of the 
Reichstag In answer to the war alms 
announced by President Wilson and 
Premier Llovd George.

The Austrians have mad»' another 
attempt to force th»' Italian right flank 
on the Piave river line and push a 
way to Venice close to the Adriatic 
coast. Rome reports an attack on a 
wide front In this Bector. The Italians 
met the attack determinedly, and ar 
rest"'* the enemy effort.

MEASURE PROVIDES 
FOR WAR COUNCIL

Washington— Radical changes in the 
government's war-making machinery 
are proposed in bills approved by the 
senate military committee.

As introduced Monday in the senate 
by Chairman Chamberlain, one meas­
ure provides for the establishment of 
a war cabinet— that name having been 
substituted for "war council"—of three 
men. distinguished in business, execu­
tive. administration aud public affairs 
aud not members of the president's 
cabinet.

The bill proposes that the three 
members of the war council shall be 
appointed by the president, with con­
firmation by the senate, aud be direct­
ly under the president and above the 
cabinet til authority, with power to 
"supervise, control and direct all de­
partments. bureaus and agencies of the 
government In the prosecution of the 
war."

If specifically states that the secre­
taries of war and navy shall not be 
ex-officto members.

Another bill provides for a director 
of munitions, also a presidential ap­
pointee to be confirmed by the senate, 
who would have authority to control 
production, distribution and transpor­
tation of war supplies under the poli­
cies of the president and the war 
council.

BONO HOLDERS WARNED
People Told to Beware of Other Se- 

curities Offered in Trade.
Washington.— Liberty bond invest­

ors are warned by Secretary McAdoo 
to beware of irresponsible persons of­
fering other securities in exchange. 
In a statement appealing to bond hold­
ers to “ hold fast to the best invest­
ment in the world.” Mr. McAdoo said 
that "while some of the securities, or 
so-called securities offered In ex­
change for government bonds are of 
souud value, there is no doubt that a 
large percentage of them are worth­
less."

Soldiers' Wives May Be Hello Girls.
Washington.—Soldiers' wives may 

be "hello girls" In France. The war 
department announced that women, 
whose husbands are officers or en­
listed men In Kurope now or in the 
future will he accepted in the unit of 
telephone operators to be sent acroas.


