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Be Sure to Get Stop Over 
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W H Y  A N  EDITOR SH O U LD N 'T  RUN FOR OFFICE.

Under the heading: “ Bode Shouldn’t W orry ,”  Lew A. Cates 

former editor o f The Sentinel, has the following to say in his Dallas

paper:
Editor Bede o f  The Cottage G»ove Sentinel, defeated by his home town for 

the republican nomination as a state legislator, should have remembered before 
shying his castor into the political arena that under any ordinary circumstances 
Lien and women are trampled to death on election morning in their frantic 
e ffo rt to cast their ballot ag..in»t the candidacy o f  a newspaperman and at 
right otherwise perfectly good citizens risk u ja il sentence to get at least ten 
votes against him as repeaters. And all because o f the convictions he is com 
priled to exploit, i f  he is honest in his profession. He may be the light o f his 
ci mmunity from divers and sundry viewpoints, dealing out complimentary 
uotices by the yard and exp loring the resources o f his respective locality by the 
rod, but, generally speaking, he i< everlastingly and pre eminently N. G. as tim 
le r  for high office. He is chock fu ll o f knots, «a rts , woodpecker holes and do 
caved spots. Editor Bede shouldn t worry. There are others.

Not having made a cam pa i pi i for the job nor having asked for a 

single vote and having been so fortunate as to miss the nomination by 

a few votes, the editor of The Sentinel can now, with editor Cates, 

enjoy the humorous side o f the situation. H ere’s one choice tidbit of 

humor:
One o f the best friends The Sentinel has campaigned against its 

editor because The Sentinel had said that the County Judge, if he 

properly looked after the aftairs of the county, earned more than #100 

a month (which is less than the average wage paid printers in Port 

land). A ll other candidates for the Legislature, with possibly one ex­

ception, thought the same thing, but not being in the newspaper busi­

ness had not said so. There were many other circumstances just as 

deliciously humorous.

An editor should never run for office, for if he conducts his news­

paper in a manner to catch the votes he can not be fair to his readers 

and if  he conducts his newspaper the same as he would if he were not 

running for office he can not get the votes— and those who vote 

against him may be his best friends personally and ardent supporters 

o f his newspaper— may even admire the newspaper for having the 

backbone to say what it thinks.

Electors w ill vote for a man they don’t know, or one who has 

never had the gumption to express an opinion, rather than for one who 

they know disagrees with them on some point, and the editor who runs 

for office is inviting himself to hypocrisy.

Another good reason why an editor should not run for office is 

because he has a bigger duty to perform in suggesting to others what 

they should do.

But the most important reason why an editor shouldn’t run for 

office is because he can’t afford it.

[Editor Cates’ comment might be somewhat misleading. Tin- 

Cottage Grove candidate carried Cottage Grove and surrounding 

country by a large plurality of the vote cast. Cottage Grove defeated 

its candidate by not getting out votes enough.]

n» thi-rc is in getting »»»«« ‘thing y**u 
want.

Many fo lk » »tiil wonder why the tip 
pcndix « a »  put in mnn. It i» our hum 
ble opinion that aurgeona eoulil testilv 
that it serve* it very useful purpose.
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newspapers, the very instruments whose hearty cooperation could I" 

made worth so much and could be so easily seem ed

W H Y A  PR IM ARY AT ALL?

The Sentinel is one paper which Inis had tin...... to intimate that

Ihe Oregon system is not sacred and that there are a great many "•*>'* 

in which it might be improved. Ihe Sentinel has. during ' I-1''1

three years, suggested several improvement«.
So eminent n person as Judge Lowell of Pendleton has come t" 

the same opinion, or has spunked up enough courage to say what In 

may have for some time believed. Commenting on the ciioimnuu i \

pense o f the election, Judge Lowell says:
Roughly »peaking, the itn ’ r  and counties expended last month in eleetiun 

expenses $200,000 probably, and private individuals »pent half ns much niore

great de»ire to bee urn# wealthy there 
fore few hesitate to uiarry when the op
port unity presents.

The person who is most Indispensable 
on a job IS the one who doesn't waste 
his employer '• tune thinking about it.

The person who Is satisfied with hltn
self and Ihe way he doe» things. U a 
dead one and he might aa well be, for 
be hasn't anything to live for.

The parent who gets any enjoyment 
out of punishing his children Isn *t go 
mg to do the ehildren any good |>y
punishment

Y E L P IN G  AG A IN .

The Portland Spectator, always interesting and usually sane, be­

comes inane and childish when discussing labor unions. In a recent 

issue it spews all over an otherwise interesting editorial page 

because President Wilson recognized the unions as a necessary *md 

component part o f our civilization. Vituperation, hot and sizzling, is 

heaped upon the head o f our President in a manner that w ould be dis­

gusting were it not so plainly the result o f a chronic and amusing 

peeve.

It is a matter o f psychological knowledge that it is possible for 

human beings to go insane on one subject and be perfectly rational 
cn all others. This is apparently the condition of The Spectator.

It is time that The Spectator learned that organized labor is 

here to stay, that the principles o f organized labor are favored by u 

large majority o f the people o f these United States; that a majority 

o f employers recognize the necessity of organized labor; and that even 

the laborer outside the ranks would not vote against organized labor, 

knowing full well that his condition has been raised to the same 

standard as that of the member o f organized labor— arid that because 

of the efforts of organized labor.

The Spectator would better spend its time and expend its e n e rg y  

in trying.to do something for the Oregon employer. There The Sen­

tinel would be glad to help— and there is yeomen work to dc done.

In spite of the fact that Cottage Grove has two high class printing 

offices, neither one was asked to quote prices on the recent invitations 

used at the high school commencement exercises. Yet, o f course, there 

would have been a howl that would have risen to heaven had not the 

newspapers (published in conjunction with the job printing offices) 

spent good money in sett’ng type to tell about these same exercises. 

For some reason there seems to have been a studied e ffo rt on the part 

o f the high school management during the past year to slight the

with it result that would have lieu# in substance the same had all the candidate» 
appearing in the primaries submitted their rlnims to the people directly at the 
November election. There would have been a few name» added t*. the list Mr 
I ’ 'Ren would have been on the tieket. and possibly a ( f *  more, but the voters 
vvould have expressed their choiea between all. and the man receiving the highest 
vote would have been eleetd to thi o ffice to which he aspire#. Now, however, 
v.e must go through another canipMgn and another election, solely as a matter 
o f habit, wholly without reason.

Is it not wise that we adopt the second choice system, abnndon the primurv 
altogethec, let every eandidate go direct to the people at general elections, and 
g ive the offices to the high men. counting both first and second caoice to reach 
the result?

Perhaps the people will then vote Now they will not. Out o f nn estimated 
population o f  750,000 we must have 30(1,000 legal voters. Only 220,500 registered 
altogether, while less than two thirds o f those who registered voted.

This suggestion is in line with what The Sentinel has moil 

before. W e can not have all these fancy frills like primary elections, 

school supervisors, comity agriculturalists, commissions for «lemon- 

strating how a family of ten children can he raised on #*HM) a week, 

and such like, without paying for them. If we object to paying I'm 

these things, regardless o f whether they arc luxuries or necessities, 

the thing to do is to cut them out. The primary and general election 

could be combine«! without depriving the elector of any of Ins rights 
nn«l privileges and a saving would he made to Lane County alone of 

#10,000 for every election thus done away w ith.

Along this line, one of the newly enfranchised women voters r» 

ccntly made the following comment in the Eugene Register:
One way to reduce the rnte o f tuxes, it seems to me, is to cut down public 

xpenses. I f  I am wrong, some man—some politician—can be trusted to »<-t nn 
right. We have been told repeatedly during the pnst month that it cost the 

ate $200,000 to conduct the recent election. This, too, in the fare of the fart 
that out o f 300,000 eligible, leas than one third voted in the primaries. O f what 
use or benefit is the primary anyway?

To me it seems a quite unn«-ces»ary bother and expense. Many women, my 
self among them, were debarred fiom  voting in the primary because ..f the fa.-i 
that they would not swear to party allegiance. Others- I personally know o f ». v 
eral— swore that they were republicrns or democrats, with the privately avowed 
intention o f voting as they pleased at the finals this fall.

The primary has never been a satisfactory system, either in Ore 

gon or anywhere else. It can never he made to do the work for which 

it was intended. It can never be so hedged about w ith restrict ion » 

that Republicans can he compelled to help nominal«- only members oi 

their own party or Democrats be prevented from attempting to noun 

nate weak candidates in the olher party. Even in the last election w. 

have seen how a man can cancel his registration in one party and th«- 

same day file  as a candidate for office in another party. We have 

seen a Socialist desert his own party and receive a Republican nominn 

tion. Even candidates for office urge thoae of other faiths to p. rjur«- 
themselves so as to help them into office in the opposite party

The Sentinel wouhl consider it unwis«- and a grave error to «hop 

the primary until it had been given a thorough trial, hut it n.»w thinks 

the people have had sufficient opportunity to ju«lg«- as to whether or 
not it is what they want— whether it is worth the price
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IDENT BELITTLE HASTY WAR SPII

Things W e Think
Things ocher» think, and what wa 
think of the thirds others think

Most folks think they could run a 
newspaper— but most o f them arc wise 
enough not to try it.

Just for curiosity we would like to 
see a love a ffa ir  carried on the way it 
is described in books.

A man may lead a woman to the altar 
but it ends there.

Isn ’t it funny that when a man is 
going to the devil they call him a good 

fellow?

H ow ’s a woman ever to be president? 
No one can ever attnin that position 
until long after the age o f 25.

Those who live  under a cloud never 
see the silver lining.

Home folks write spring poetry— but 
some o f their critics ent onions.

Things said behind a person’s back 
would often g ive him pleasure i f  said 
to his face.

Mother would be willing that little 
feet should muddy her freshly scrubbed 
floor if  that were any assurance thnt 
the same feet when larger would not 
wander into forbidden paths.

One thing about money, when it geti 
tight it keeps out o f sight.

Headstrongness is a mental weak ness.

young people inI t ’s peculiar how
love think their judgment is better than 
that o f people in their right minds.

Whenever someone else makes n mis 
take that he has never made, «  
thinks how foolish it is— but when this 
same person make, a mistake he thinks, 

ell lots o f other people have made 
worse ones. ”

Hwat the fly  „nd the knocker— mad 
swat the last named first.

It sounds nice in poetry to tell o f the 
rooster that crows in the m orn-but 
when it becomes a reality on n morning 
whim a man may »|P,.p it pi)t(| milr)1(.r 
in his heart.
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When a man’s vices arc hidden under 
his virtues there ia a|WIlv. 
ready to tear the virtues away.

Comparatively few men have any
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