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thers W ill 
e Pensioned An Open River for the Northwest

$2,000,000 Appropriation by Cong Will Go Far Toward Bringing Inland Empire Into Close Touch With Foreign Markets|( Alarmed at Decreasing 
Rate, Passes National 
Insurance Law times the produce of ttiia inland em­

pire does not move immediately be­
cause of a car famine, and the «hip- 
|x-r loses a good market. The open­
ing of the Columbia would e«tabli«h 
competition in tranaportation, with re 
«ultant lower rate«, and, in it« final 
analyaia, the whole plan for opening 
up the river« i« merely a matter of 
a perpetual reduction of freight rates 
to the end that a great percentage of 
the people«’ money may stay in their 
own pocket*.

For years the richness of the In­
land Empire has been pointed out. 
Hut of what benefit to extol the rich­
ness of the country when it* birth­
right i« still beyond its reach? Na­
ture bla/.ed the trail for transporta 
tion to follow when it hurled the 
seething waters of the Columbia 
through the Cascades. Here lies the 
natural outlet to the sea. Dormant, 
it serves the purpose of no one. Sub­
dued to the use of man it will be 
the channel for undreamed of develop­
ment. The thousands of acres of 
virgin soil now lying waste in the 
de-erts of Idaho, Washington and Ore­
gon will immediately fill up with set­
tlers because of the knowledge that 
they can market their produce and 
retain the profit therefor. Such an 
outcome is obvious to the man who 
has passed through the fertile valley« 
and seen the result of scientific ap­
plication of farming principles. Where 
once stood the uninviting sagebrush 
he sees the well tilled field. Where 
once the only vegetation visible was

the. encouragement and «timulu« given 
to all industries, branch lines will be 
found necessary to tap new and fertile 
territory. Timber districts now lying 
idle, too far from transportation to 
be available for the world, will be 
opened up. For the timber of the 
country is now eonfined to the Pa­
cific Coast states, all other sections 
having practically exhausted their sup­
plies. Mines of precious metals, of 
coal and iron, as yet undiscovered, 
will yield their wealth to this new 
order of things. With the problem 
of transportation solved the location 
of factories far inland will no longer 
be a questionable venture, for the 
river waits to bear its output to the 
trade ports of the world.

And why these immediate and 
enormous returns for the opening up 
of a river? Because in no waterway 
of the country are the lines of least 
resistance followed as they are in the 
Columbia and Snake River basins. 
And this line of least resistance fo l­
lows parallel with the railroads that 
now bear the produce of the empire 
to the sea. No other section is taxed 
so heavily for its service because the 
railroads climb the high mountains, 
the heavy expense of which is borne 
by the shipper. So the cost of im­
provement will be small compared with 
the great benefit to be derived from 
following this line of least resist­
ance. Every foot of improvement 
means increase in the value of the 
products of this empire, for though 
climbing the mountains is very pic-

guine dare not predict what strides 
will be taken in its settlement.

Nay, let us conjure further. With 
the improvement made the Columbia 
River territory will have transporta­
tion facilities hardly excelled in any 
part of the country. New York is 
making a ship canal of the Erie 
canal with the intention of opening 
up a gateway through the state for 
ocean-going craft. The territory 
drained by the Columbia and its tribu­
taries is just as rich as that o f the 
State o f New Vork and has greater 
possibilities for development. More­
over, this matchless channel will be 
open more months in the year than 
will the Erie canal, thus affording an 
outlet for produce almost the entire 
year. But, unlike New York, the Co­
lumbia offers a gateway to the Orient. 
Throughout the entire Pacific Coast 
there is but one water level haul from 
the inland country to the coast, and 
that is the Columbia River. Is it un­
reasonable then to believe that the 
United- States trade to the Orient will 
pass out through this natural channel 
which nature has so providentially 
furnished? Certainly that from the 
north half of the country would find 
it  more profitable to pass out through 
this channel than to go to New York 
for the same transfer from railroad 
to steamer that will be neeessary on 
the Columbia, thence down through 
the Panama canal to the same objec­
tive point. Imagine the great advan­
tage to the Northwest of this con­
tinual stream of products pouring out 
through the Columbia basin. It would 
put within the grasp of the entire 
territory all the diversities of the 
country.

And again from the other direction. 
Manufactured articles from the gTeat 
centers on^the Atlantic coast will find 
their way to the Pacific by means of 
the Panama canal, for the water haul 
is cheaper, and goods will be laid 
down in this territory at a far lesser 
price than they now command. Of 
what great advantage to this territory 
i f  the same steamer that carries the 
goods through the Panama canal could 
proceed up the Columbia far into the 
interior and deposit its cargo at the 
door of the inland merchantl For the 
only sea level passageway on the Pa­
cific Coast reaching into the interior 
is through the. Cascade-Sierra barrier.

The Columbia River is waiting to 
bear the commerce of the Inland Em­
pire to the sea. The only gateway 
through the mountain barrier that sep­
arates the East from the West invites 
the resources of the entire country to 
pass out on its waters to the broad 
Pacific and across to foreign ports. 
The Northwest holds the possibility 
of being the dispensary for trade to 
the Orient. The Columbia is waiting 
to bear the manufactured articles up 
into the interior. The realization of 
an age-old dream is almost in sight, 
for the great river will soon fu lfill its 
destiny as the bearer of the products 
of its people to all parts of the world.

Yet not only as the bearer of com­
merce will the Columbia fu lfill its 
destiny as the great servant o f the 
Northwest. I f  the plans outlined in 
the biennial report of State Engineer 
Lewis of Oregon are carried out Ce- 
lilo Falls will be the site of the great­
est power plant in the world. Plans 
for the gigantic enterprise have been 
gone into fully and the project pro­
nounced entirely feasible. When com­
pleted this plant would have a ca­
pacity of 300,000 horse power with 
the river at its lowest stage and 536,- 
000 when at its height. A careful esti­
mate of the cost of construction places 
the figure at $23,000,000, and it is 
proposed that the states o f Washing­
ton and Oregon unite in the enter- 
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tureaque it is not profitable with a 
sea-level route available. The growth 
of the Pacific Northwest has been 
V« rv rapid, but with the transporta­
tion problem settled the most san-

the deep-rooted native grasses the 
green alfalfa now greets the eye. 
Heavy-laden fruit trees dot the land­
scape, while the general prosperity is 
proclaimed by the frequency of mod­
ere residences and spacious barns. 
And this will be repeated over and 
over again when the waters of the 
1 olnnibia are brought into direct com- 
pi tition with the railroads of the 
West.

Where now exists an irrigation dam 
its height will be doubled or a new 
one installed. When the supply of 
water in the streams is requisitioned 
by the increased acreage improved, 
new dams will be constructed to store 
up the winter supply o f these same 
streams against the drought of sum­
mer. So with the proper inducements 
capital will seek this old field o f new 
promise for the installation of new 
dams in streams not now used. Far 
it land, where the fertile valley lies 
vet undiscovered, the life-giving 
stream will pour out upon the thirsty 
land to bless another community with 
the joy of living. Bo with the in­
creased production new facilities for 
caring for the output will be found, 
new towns and new industries will 
spring up throughout the Northwest

Nor will the influence of this nav 
igation be confined to the immediate 
territory along the streams. With
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