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TELEGRAPH SEIZURE SOUGHT

OF CURRENT WEEK
I 'm iil r i i l  W ilson Approve« t'lan  lo  

Take Over All System».

W ashington. D. C.—L egislation  to 
au thorise  governm ent contro l and oper
ation ot te leg raph  and te lephone sy* 
terns duriug the w ar w as approvedn  • f  e» sa I s I , It 1118 UUI 111|| m r " HI n us a|;^ivitou

brieî K6SUÎT16 Most Importonti W ednesday by P res id en t W ilson and

News Items.Daily

COMPILED FOR YOU

leaders a t th e  Capitol p repared for its
im m ediate consideration  w ith a  view 
to action if possible before congres 
sional recess th is week.

Secre taries B aker and D aniels and 
Postm aster-G eneral Burleson, all of 
whom have indorsed the pending bill 
by R epresen tative Aswell. of Louisi 
ana proposing th is au tho rity , were 
Invited to ap p ea r before the  house in

???»?▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼”▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ 
STATE N E W S ! 

IN BRIEF. J

E vents o f Noted People, G overnm ents te rg ta te  com m erce com m ittee
and Pacific N orthw est and O ther 

T hings W orth K nowing.

F rank lin  K. Lane and Mrs Lane 
prayed a t  th e  tom b of Queen Liliuo- 
kalani. in Honolulu, la s t m onarch of 
the H aw aiian  islands, la s t Sunday. 
T he two then  laid leis upon the bier 
in which reposes th e  rem ains of the 
queen.

T he p res iden t's  sta tem en t w as In a 
note to  C hairm an Sims, of th e  com 
m ittee. approving a  le t te r  from Post 
m aster-G eneral Burleson. T here  was 
no d irect reference  in any of th e  c o r  
respondence to  th e  call sen t ou t by the 
Com m ercial T eleg raphers ' U nion for a 
s trik e  of W estern  Union opera to rs on 
Ju ly  8.

Mr. Burleson, how ever, w ro te  th a t 
he deemed th e  legislation necessary  
"a t th is m om ent when para lysis of a 
large p art of the system  of elec trical 
com m unication is th rea tened  w ith pos
sible consequences p rejud icial to  our

MISSING TOTAL 244
London.—A G erm an subm arine  70 

s from the Irish  co ast on the 
night of Ju n e  27 torpedoed th e  11,000- 
ton hospital ship L landovery  C astle, 
chartered  by th e  C anadian governm ent

L ightning caused th e  destruction  of 
two 55,000-gallon oil tan k s  filled w ith mjm a r y prepara tions and o th e r public 
crude oil a t th e  S tandard  Oil company activ ities th a t m ight prove d isastrous."
refinery  in a  thunder storm  a t Li _____________________
Segundo, Cal.. Tuesday. T he loss was j
estim ated  a t $250,000 by company of- HOSPITAL SHIPSUNK.

T hree M inneapolis papers, the Jour- ! 
nal, the  Evening T ribune and Daily j 
News, have increased th e ir price of | 
the  paper from  one to two cents. The 
M inneapolis M orning T ribune recently  
increased its  price from  one to  two 
cents.

Furnishing of liquor to  officers and _ 
m en of the arm y w ith in  private  homes nnd in the service of carry ing  wounded 
is prohibited  under new regulations and sick from E ngland to t anada. 
form ulated by P res iden t W ilson and 1 h e ship w as then on h e r w ay to
S ecre tary  B aker and m ade public by England. She had on board 258 per-
the com m ission on tra in ing  cam p ac- sons. 80 men of th e  C anadian arm y
tiv ities medical corps and 14 women nurses.

Only 24, including the  cap ta in , a re  
P res iueu t >• '-son has issued an or- report„ () saved. The a tta ck  w as with- 

dor g ran ting  leave ot absence w ith pay . out w arning.
to a ll Civil w ar ve te rans in the service T he subm arine com m ander, who or- 
of the governm ent who desire  to at- j ere(j th e  cap ta in , severa l of his of- 
tend  the 52d national encam pm ent of f(cers anti M ajor Lyon, of the  m edical 
the G rand Army of the  Republic a t corps a broad. said he sank  th e  ship 
Portland, Or., A ugust 18 to 24. because she w as carry ing  A m erican

Twenty-tw o G erm an airp lanes w ere aviation officers and o th e rs  in the 
sho t down, 10 w ere driven  down out fighting serv ice of th e  allies. H e added 
of control and two G erm an balloons la te r th a t th e  vessel w as carry ing  
w ere destroyed during the a ir  fighting m unition sto res, because of an explo- 
Sunday. according to a n  official state- sion which occurred  aft. 
m ent on aeria l operations issued by All ligh ts w ere burning when the 
the London w ar office Tuesday night L landovery C astle w as torpedoed.

_ T hese included a  huge elec tric  cross
Spurred  by th e  rounding up of near- over (be bridge and s tr in g s  of w hite 

ly 800 suspected  idlers early  Wednes- anij green ligh ts on e ith e r side. The 
day. w hen the s ta te  anti-loafing law red Cj.osse8 on (he sides of th e  vessel 
and federal "w ork or f igh t” edict w ent w ere n ium in a(ed.
into effect, thousands of m en. engaged A ccording to  Red Cross inform ation, 
a t the best in non-essential industries, m any w ere killed in th e  engine room, 
storm ed em ploym ent bu reaus begging T here  is hard ly  any doubt of th is, as 
for jobs. | th e re  w as no response to  C aptain Syl-

A m erican troops in th e  London dis- veste r's  signals from  the bridge a fte r  
tr ic t w ere en te r ta in ed  a t  th e  Palace the  torpedo struck , 
th ea te r Sunday evening and addresses As the engine men w ere e ith e r killed 
w ere m ade by Vice-Admiral Sims. ‘ o r left th e ir  posts, th e re  w as no one 
com m ander of the A m erican naval j  to  sh u t off the  power, and the  ship

kept on h e r  way, no tw ithstand ing  the 
g rea t holes to rn  by th e  torpedo, not 
beginning to slow down until the  w ater 
rushed in to  the boiler room, ex tin 
guishing the fires.

T his added to th e  confusion in 
launching the lifeboats. T h ere  was no 
panic. By th e  tim e th e  sh ip  lost h e r 
m om entum  m ost of the  boats were 
over th e  side.

Many w ere unable to reach  th e  
boats and th e  ship w as sink ing  rapidly.
They jum ped in to  the sea  and a few 
w ere picked up.

One of th e  boats of th e  hospital 
ship L landovery Castle, con tain ing  12 
nursing  s is te rs , was seen to capsize, 
according to la te s t inform ation. The 
s is te rs  w ere drowned.

Johu  L. Ristey. who received the 
dem ocratic nom lnattou as one of the 
rep resen ta tives from C lackam as coun 
ty, has notified Secretary  O lcott that 
he refuses to accept.

The s ta te  exam ining board started  
w ork a t Salem W ednesday exam ining 
several thousand papers from several 
hundred app lican ts who took exam ine 
tlons for teachers ' ce rtifica tes las t I 
week.

Miss M argaret Tallm an of C orvallis 
was instan tly  killed Tuesday morning, 
and her cousin. Miss Mubel Morse, of | 
Portland, severely in jured  when the 
form er's car turned over a few miles 
north  of that city.

A suit has been tiled in the  Clatsop 
c ircu it court by the Lewis 41 Clark 
com pany against th e  Crown W iliam 
ette  Paper com pany to condem n the | 
right of way for a ra ilroad across the 
defendant's property in th e  Lewis and 
C lark river d istric t.

An order was m ade by th e  circuit 
court a t A storia in the case  of M artin 
I.uksich against Anton K uljls. au thor 
tiln g  Stipan K ukura, receiver In 
charge of the  purse sein iug c raft 
A m erican F irst, to opera te  the vessel 
du ring  the fishing season.

Following a charge by C ircuit Judge 
Fred W. W ilson, who em phasized the 
im portance of a rigid enforcem ent of 
ho rticu ltu ra l law s, the grand ju ry  at

SSOVER THE TOP 99

By An American Arthur Guy Empey
Soldier W ho Went Machine Gunner, Serving in France

C opyright 1917. by Arthur O u» Eiupry

EMPEY LEARNS HOW THE TOMMIES ARE FED IN THE 
FRONT-LINE TRENCH AND BACK OF IT.

«

Synopsis.—Fired by the sinking of the L usitania, with the loss of 
American lives, A rthur Guy Empey, an American living lu Jersey  City, 
goes to  England and enlists as a p riva te  In the B ritish arm y. A fter a 
short experience ns a recruiting  ofltcer lu London, he is sent to  tra in 
ing quarters In F rance, w here he first hours the sound of big guns sm l 
m akes the acquaintance of “cooties." A fter a brief (terlod of training 
Kmpey's company Is sent Into the front-line trenches, w here he takes 
h is first tu rn  on the fire step  while the bulle ts wills overhend.

CHAPTER VI— Continued.

A fter dinner I tried  to  w ash out 
the dlxl« w ith cold w ater and a rug, 
and learned ano ther uiuxlin of the 
trenches—“It can 't be done.” 1 slyly 
watched one of the older men from

OF ROADS DECLINE
W ashington, D. C.— R eduction of

forces in th e  w ar zone, and T. J. Mc
N am ara. parliam en tary  sec re ta ry  to 
th e  adm ira lty .

L aw rence De Lacey, Edw ard J. Har- 
nady and W illiam M ullane, convicted 
of a consp iracy  to lib e ra te  F ranz Bopp, 
fo rm er G erm an consul-general a t San 
F rancisco , and his aide, E. H. von 
Schack, from  in ternm en t, w ere denied 
a  rehearing  by th e  U nited  S ta tes c ir
cu it co u rt of appeals.

T he B ronx T uesday  had  all the 
th rills  of an  a ir  raid , w hen a siren  
w histle, to  be blown in case German 
airp lanes should appear, was tes ted  
w ithout th e  police being notified. Wo
men fled w ith th e ir  ch ild ren  to cellars, 
w hile business th roughout the d is tric t 
did no t continue "as  usual.”

In a  despondent a rtic le  on the pres- OPFRATINii INfifiMF 
en t food situa tion  In G erm any, the U r t i m i m U  M lV U I f lK .  
socia list new spaper V orw aerts, of B er
lin, frank ly  points ou t th a t th e  general 
sho rtage  is underm in ing  the m orale of 
the people. Among them , it  declares, 
the question  of “an  ea rly  end to  the 
trag ic  w orld w ar has again  become of $108,196,836 in  th e  opera ting  income 
u rgen t im portance.” of 123 of th e  la rg est ra ilroads dur-

„  ing th e  f irs t  five m onths under gov-
O fficlal denial is m ade a t  Moscow em in en t contro l, com pared w ith the 

by th e  governm ent of th e  published game period a year ago, was an- 
rep o rt th a t a  secre t tre a ty  has been nPunced W ednesday by th e  in te rs ta te  
concluded betw een R ussia  and Ger- com m erce com m ission, 
m any regard ing  Poland. An official jn May the roads w ere beginning 
sta tem en t says th a t R ussia was com- (0 recover from the  paralyzing ef- 
pelled by violence to cede Poland w ith -: fects of b lizzards and em bargoes and 
out a  referendum  being taken  there. the opera ting  income rose to a  point 
R ussia, it is added, never consented  to  > nearer la s t y ea r’s figures. F or the 
a con tinuance of G erm any s policy. five m onths the to tal was $186,987,144, 

W arn ing  th a t the coun try  is facing | com pared w ith $295,182,970 during 
a  shortage  of apples, cherries and th a t period la s t year, and for May it 
b erries nex t year was given F riday  by wai* $64,276,805, ag a in s t $76,290,630 
m em bers of th e  A m erican Association lh*t May.
of N urserym en in  convention In j In sp ite  of the reduced operating  
Chicago ! income, revenues of the  roads ac-

Secre tary  B aker has d irected th a t
n ffiria ls  ronnpcfpd w ith dPDartmpnts ^  than  last. T hey w ere $1,*
o f^ th e  * G overnm ent under h i. “ u r i*  3»2'2^ 0' J h te h  w m
diction m ust re fra in  from  c ritic is ing  in *iv*n *? a  m argin  w hich was m ore
th e ir  official capacity  r.ny new spaper | than  ea ten  UP b *  lncrea8ed expenses, 
o r group of new spapers.

The P a ris  m unicipal council votes Red Cross R eports Funds,
unanim ously  th a t the Avenue Troca- W ashington, D. C.—Red Cross sub- 
doro should henceforth  bear the name scrip tlons in the second w ar fund drive
of P res id en t W ilson. I t  was ¡»'so decid- am ount now to $170,038,394 w ith re 
ed th a t th e  nam eplates should be In tu rns still com ing in, national head- 
place before th e  F o u rth  of Ju ly . I qu arte rs  announced. T he firs t fund

. . . . .  , .  , , . am ounted to  $110,475,125, of which
A llied and  n eu tra l sh ipp ing  *unk $17,895.211 w as refunded to or retained 

by G erm an U-boats d u rin g  the firs t i b local chap te r8 . A financial sU te- 
28 d a y . of May to ta led  233,639 g ro s s ; m ent 8h0WB Red Cr088 receip ts from
tons, according to estim ates m ade by 
th e  N avy D epartm ent, Senator Beck
ham, of K entucky, announced in  the 
Senate.

If  expenditure« for the  fiscal year 
s ta rtin g  Monday am oun t to  $24,000,- 
000,000, as estim ated  by th e  T reasury , 
and Congress enacts a revenue m easure 
to  raise $8,000,000,000, th e  $16,000,000,- 
000 difference will .be provided by the 
bond issues.

K ing  George and Queen M ary tasted  
A m erican buckw heat cakes for the 
f i rs t  tim e  T hursday  a t the Eagle H u t 
o f th e  A m erican Y. M. C. A. The 
v is it was a  su rp rise , one made a t  the 
K in g ’s own suggestion. The K ing ex
plained to . th e  secre tary  th a t he had 
heard  so much about the Eagle H ut 
he bad  determ ined to  see It.

all sources during th e  11 m onths end 
ing May 31 w ere $117,544,284, which, 
w ith $3,134,904 on hand Ju ly  1, las t 
year, b rought the to tal funds to $120,- 
679,188. Of th is $12,090,633 cam e from 
the second drive.

Hood R iver has Indicted seven of the another section, and was horrified to 
valley 's m ost p rom inent o rchard ists  aeo him throw  lu to  his dixie fou r or 
for an  alleged fa ilu re  to obey a law qvc double handfuls o f tutid. Then he
th a t requires all prim ings to be burned 
30 days a f te r  they  a re  cut.

A forest fire raging for severa l days 
about seven m iles sou theast of Foster, 
in Linn county, has burned over ap 
proxim ately 400 acres, according to a 
report of s ta te  w ardens who w ere In 
A lbany Tuesday. T he fire  is under 
contro l and will burn  Itself ou t w ithin 
the lim its provided by the w ardens 
unless som ething unforeseen occurs.

poured lu some w ater, and w ith his 
bunds scoured the dixie Inside and out. 
t thought he was taking an uwful risk. 
Supposing the cook should have seen 
h im ! A fter ha lf an  hour of unsuc
cessful efforts I re tu rned  iny dixie to  
the cook shack, being careful to  put on 
the cover, and retu rned  to the billet. 
P retty  soon the rook |>okrd his head 
In the door and shouted : “ lley , Yank.

■ ju d g e  John  S Coke, of M arshfield ;J°me out .“ " V T “ ‘"V*’.»’
has been appointed  by G overnor [  P ro f i te d  tha t had w asted a half- 
W ithycom be as  a m em ber of the stat» b°ur on It already, and bad used up 
Board of Normal R esen ts to s u c c e e d  my only rem aining shirt It» th e

Hun Textbooks Stored,
S eattle , W ash.—More than  (5,000 

German tex t books discarded In th e  
S eattle  schools a re  In sto rage  aw ait
ing action by the S ea ttle  school board. 
The books rep re sen t second-hand 
value of $1500 bu t a re  no t m arketable. 
« W hether the books will be destroyed 
or ground up for w aste  paper m atter, 
Is a  question the board  has no t yet 
decided upon. S ea ttle  abandoned teach 
ing G erm an In local schools In June.

H enry J. Maier, of The Dalles. 41 
said eastern  Oregon now has th re  
m en on th e  board, while sou thw estern  
Oregon Is not rep resen ted , and largely 
for th is reason Judge Coke was named

Jackson  county faces the m ost serl 
ous forest fire situation  since 1910, 
according to  officials of the federal 
fo rest service. Federal F o res t Super
v isor Rankin arrived  in Medford Sun
day from the C ra te r Lake region, 
w here a fire th a t has burned over 
20.000 acres is still raging, leaving  
a f te r  a  few- hours ' p repara tions with 
25 men for W oodruff Meadows, in  the 
P rospect d is tric t, w here an o th e r serl 
ous blaze is reported .

County A gent J. L. Sm ith, of M arsh 
field, who has opportun ities to observe 
crop conditions in all p a rts  of the 
county , declares th a t the hay and 
grain  crops will be less th an  half the 
average of o rd inary  years, owing to 
continued dry  w eather. T he situation  
is causing much anxiety  am ong ranch
ers, who m ust feed th e ir dairy  herds 
during the w inter. E n tire  dependence 
now is being placed on th e  corn crop, 
which is used alm ost a lto g e th e r for 
silage.

The s ta te  highw ay departm en t has 
received word from th e  governm ent 
th a t It has approved expenditu re  for 
six m iles of grading on th e  Union- 
T elocaset p roject, along w hat Is known 
as th e  old Oregon tra il. T his Is a 
postroad and th e  estim ated  cost is 
$30,000. Bids also  a re  being adver
tised  for 9.3 m iles of g rading on the 
Elgin Minam project, the  contem plated 
work to be betw een La G rande and 
E nterprise . The estim ated  expense Is 
$42,000. T hese bids a re  to  be opened 
Ju ly  9.

W ith the Increase in fre igh t ra tes 
effective June  25, those ra te s  on the 
S u n p ta r  Valley railroad a re  now so 
much in excess of th e  express ra tes 
th a t people a re  m aking all th e ir  ship
m ents by express and refusing  to  ship 
by freight. T he situa tion  th e re  has 
become so serious th a t the  railroad 
com pany has refused to handle ex
press shipm ents unless som e change 
is made, according to Inform ation re 
ceived by the Public 8erv ice  com m is
sion W ednesday from O. B. Viets, ex
press agen t a t Portland.

The cranberry  m arshes in the vi
c in ity  of A storia are  now in full bloom. 
O ldtim e cranberry  grow ers adm it th a t 
they have never seen any th ing  like 
the bloom on the m arshes th a t is seen 
th is year.

Joe T hurin  is the la te s t tru s ty  to 
escape from the Htate penitentiary . He 
was convicted In M ultnomah county 
In 1911 on a  charge  of burglary  and Is 
a  parole violator. He also  served tim e 
a t  W alla W alla.

The A storia school hoard received a 
le tte r  from the capital Issues com m it
tee  of W ashington declining to  au th o r
ize the proposed $125,000 Issue of 
school d is tr ic t bonds for new school 
buildings.

The p resen t cherry  crop will se t a 
record for I^ane county In point of 
quality, If the dry  w ea ther continues 
a few days longer, according to  Coun
ty  C om m issioner M. H. H arlow e, own
e r  of one of th o  la rg est orchards

The little  village of H arbor, which 
nestled on th e  south side of the Chetco 
river in C urry  county, Is reported  to 
have been practically  wiped out by 
the fire w hich s ta rted  in the C. & O. 
logging cam p In th e  neighborhood.

R obert P o tte r, of Fossil, died Friday 
from Injuries he sustained  In the cloud 
bu rs t n ear Fossil la s t Friday. He, 
with Gordie Rambo, an o th e r victim, 
was brought to Fossil Monday. Al
though suffering  Intensely, he told 
clearly  of h is frightfu l experience.

The schooner Spray m ade a record 
catch of fish near H eceta H ead some 
d istance off shore. A fter four days’ 
fishing the crew  brought In 15 tons of 
halibu t and 3000 pounds of black cod. 
Each m em ber of the crew  cleared $300 
and the B urke company, of Portland, 
ow ners of th e  vessel, cleared over 
$ 2000.

a t
tem pt. With u look of dlsduln he ex
claim ed: "Blow me. your sh ir t!  Why 
I n ------d idn 't you use mud 7”

W ithout a word In reply I got busy 
with the mud. and soou my dlxl« was 
bright and shining.

Most of the afternoon  w as Bpent by 
the men w riting le tte rs  home. I used 
my spare  tim e to  chop wood fo r the 
cook and go w ith the q u a rte rm aste r to 
draw  coal. 1 got back Just In tim e to 
Issue our th ird  men), which consisted 
of hot tea. I rinsed out tny dtxle and 
re tu rned  It to  the cookhouse, and went 
back to  the billet w ith nn exh ilarated  
feeling th a t my day 's labor was done. 
I bad fallen asleep on the s traw  when 
once ugnln th e  cook ap|>eiired In the 
door of the b illet w ith : “Hlluie me, you
Yanks a re  lazy. Who I n ------a-goln’ to
draw  the w ater fo r the mornln* ten ! 
Do you think I'm a-goln’ to? Well, 
I’m not,” and he left. I filled the dixie 
w ith w ater from an old squenklng well, 
and once aguln lay down In the struw .

CHAPTER VII.

Rations.
J u s t dozing off; Mr. Lance Corporal 

b u t t e d  In.
In Tommy’s eyes a lance corporal Is 

one degree below a private. In the 
corporal’s eyes he Is one d e fin e  above 
a general.

H e ordered me to go w ith him and 
help him druw the next day 's rations, 
also told me to  take my waterproof.-

How I envied him. But wlieu the Issue 
commenced my envy died, and i re a l
ized th a t the first requisite  of u non
commissioned officer on active service 
Is diplom acy. T here  were 10 men In 
our section, ant? they soon formed a 
sem icircle around us u ftc r the corporal 
hud called out, “R ations up.”

T he q u arte rm aste r sergeant had 
given n slip to tho ror|M>rftl on which 
w as w ritten  a list of the rations, .tit
ling on tho floor, using n wooden box 
ns a table, the Issue commenced. On 
the left of th e  corporal the rations 
w ere piled. They consisted of the fol
lowing :

Six loaves o f fresh  hrend, each loaf 
o f ii d ifferent size, perhaps one out of 
the six being ns Hut ns a pancake, (he 
resu lt o f nn arm y service corps man 
placing n box of bully beef on It du r
ing tran spo rta tion . *

T hree  tins of jum , one apple nnd tho 
o ther two plum.

Seventeen B erm uda onions, all d if
fe ren t sizes. > . (

A piece of cheese In the sim p* of n 
wedge.

Tw o one-pound tin s o f butter.
A hnndful of rnlslns.
A tin  o f biscuits, or a s  Tommy culls 

them  “Jaw  b reakers.”
A bo ttle  of m ustard  pickles.
T he "bully beef," spuds, condensed 

milk, fresh  meat, bacon nnd "Mueono- 
chle ration«'* (a can  filled with m eat, 
vegetable« nnd greasy w ater), hnd been 
tu rned  over to  the company cook to 
m ake a stew  for nex t day 's d inner. He 
also received the teu, sugar, salt, pop
per and flour.

Scratching h is head, the corporal 
studied th e  slip Issued to him by the 
quarte r. Then In a slow, mystified 
voice he read  out, "No. 1 section, 18 
men. Bread, loaves, six.” He looked 
puzzled and soliloquized In a musing 
voice;

“S ir  loaves, n ineteen men. L et's see, 
th a t 's  th ree  In a loaf fo r fifteen m en— 
well, to  m ake It even, four o f you'll 
have to  muck In on one louf.”

T he four th a t got atuck mude a bowl, 
but to  no avail. The tre n d  was dished 
out. P re tty  soon from a fu r corner of 
the billet, th ree Indignant Tommie* ac
costed the corporal w ith :

“W hat <lo you call this, a louf of 
hrend? Looks more like a sniping 
p late.” . ,

T he corporal nnsw erod:
“ Well, don’t blumo me, I d idn 't bake 

I t ; Homebody’s go t to get It, so shutE very evening, from each platoon or 
machine-gun section, a Innce corporal up until I dish ou t these bllnkln ra- 
and private  go to  the q u a rte rm aste r tlons.”
sergean t a t the  company sto res and Then th e  corporal stu rted  on tho
draw  rations fo r th e  following day.

T he "quarter,” as the qunrterinaster 
sergean t Is called, receives dally from 
th e  orderly room (cap tain 's office) a 
slip  showing the num ber of men en
titled  to rations, so there Is no chnnce 
of pu tting  anything over on him. Many 
argum ents tak e  place betw een the 
"q u arte r” and the platoon nonconi, ?>ut 
the form er alw ays wins out. Tommy 
says the "q u arte r” got his Job because 
he was a bu rg la r In civil life.

Then I spread the w aterproof sheet 
on th e  ground, while tho quarte rm as
te r’s batm an dumped the ra tions on It. 
T he corporal was sm oking a fag. I 
carried  the rations bnrk to  th e  billet. 
T he corporal w as still sm oking u fag.

Jam.
“Jam , th ree tins—apple one, plum 

two. N ineteen men, th ree  tins. Six 
In a tin  m akes tw elve men for two tins, 
seven In the rem aining tin."

l ie  pnssed around  the Jam, and 
th ere  w as ano ther riot. Some didn 't 
like apple, while o thers who received 
plum w ere purtln l to  apple. A fter u 
while dlfferenoca w ere udjusted uud 
the Issue w ent on.

"B erm uda onions, seventeen.”
T he corporal avoided n row by sny- 

Ing th a t he did not w ant nn onion, and 
I snld they m ake your b reath  smell, so 
I guessed I would do w ithout one too. 
T he corporal looked h is grntltude. 

“Cheese, pounds, two."

The corporal borrowed a Jackknife 
(corporal« a re  alw ays borrow ing), «ml 
sliced the cheese—each «Being bring
ing fo rth  n pert rem ark from tho on
looker* us to the corporal'« eyesight.

“ Balslns, ounce«, eight.”
By th is Bin« the corporal'« nerve« 

hud gone weut, and In deupalr ho ««Id 
th a t the M illM  were to be turned over 
to the cook for "duff" (plum  puddlug). 
Tide d e r i s i o n  elicited ■ little  “grous- 
Ing.” but quiet « a s  finally restored.

"Iilseults, tins, one.”
W ith h ts borrowed Jackknife, the 

corporal o p e n e d  the tin of biscuit*, «nd 
told everyone to  help themselve«—no
body responded to th is Invitation. 
Tommy 1« “fed up” w ith biscuits.

“ B utler, tins, tw o ."  I
“ Nine lu one, ten In the r*
A nother rum pus. •

. “ Fickle«, m ustard , bottles, one."
N ineteen nam es were put In a steel 

helm et, (ha la ot a n  >uit « Inning the 
pickles. On the next Issue there  were 
only 1H names, as llie w inner Is elim i
nated  until every man In the »ectlon 
has won a bottle.

The nitlb* Is c l o s e l y  wnt,  bed. becajj 
Tommy In auspicious when It com J^ 
gambling with ifl* ration«.

At the different Kreuch eatanilneta 
In the village and at the esnteena Tom
my tmya fresh eggs, milk, bread and 
pastry , occasionally  when he Is flush, 
he Invests In a tin  o f pears or ap ri
cots. Ills  pay Is only u shilling a day, 
24 cents, or u cent nn tiour. Ju s t Imug- 
Ine, n cent nn hour for helug under 
fire—not intp-h chance of getting  rich 
out there.

When lie goes Into the  fire trench 
(fron t line), Tom m y's menu takes a 
tum ble. He carries In his haversack 
« b a t the governm ent calls em ergrucy 
or Iron rations. They aru not supposed 
to be opened until Tommy dh-s of s ta r 
vation. They consist oi* one tin of 
Imlly beef, four biscuits, a little  tin 
which contains ten, sugar and Oxo 
cubes (concentrated  beef tab le ts ). 
These a re  only to be used wlieu the 
enemy estab lishes u cu rtu ln  of shell 
tire on th e  conim uulestlon trenches, 
thus p reventing the “currying lu” ot 
rations, o r when In an a ttack  ■ body 
of troops has been cu t off from  Its base 
of supplies.

T he ra tions a re  brought up a t night 
by the company transport. T h is Is a 
section of the company In churge of 
the quarte rm aste r aergeant, composed 
of men, mules nnd limber« (two- 
wheeled wagons), which supplies Tom
my's w ants while In the fron t line. 
They a re  constantly  under uhcll fire. 
The ra tions a re  unloaded a t the en
trance to  th e  com m unication trenches 
and a re  “carried  In” by men detailed 
for th a t purpose. The quarterm aster 
sergeant never goes Into the front line 
trench. He doesn't huve to, nnd I huv« 
never heard  of one volunteering to 
do so.

T he company sergean t m ajor so rts  
the ra tions ami sends them  In.

Tommy’s trench  ra tions consist o f all 
tho bully beef ho can eat, biscuits, 
cheese, tinned b u tte r  (sometime« 17 
men to a tin ), Jam or m arm alade, and 
occasionally fresh  bread (ten  to  a 
loaf). W hen It Is possible bo get« tea 
and slew.

W hen things a re  quiet, nnd F rits  Is 
behaving like a gentlem an, which sel
dom happens. Tommy lias the opportu
n ity  o f m aking desnert. T h is Is 
" t r e n c h  pudding.” I t Is m ade from  
broken biscuits, condensed milk. Jam— 
a little  w nter added, slightly flavored 
w ith mud—put In to  a canteen and 
cooked over a  little  sp irit stove known 
as  ‘T om m y's cooker."

(A firm In B lighty widely advertise« 
these cookers as a necessity  fo r the 
men In the trenches. Gullible people 
buy them —ship them  to tho Tommies, 
who. Im mediately upon receip t o f sam e 
throwr them  over th e  parapet. Some
tim es a Tommy fulls fo r the  ad, nnd 
uses the cooker In a dugout to  the  d is
gust and discom fort o f the o th er oc
cupants.)

T h is mess Is stirred  up In a tin  nnd 
allowed to  sim m er over th e  flames 
from th e  cooker until Tommy d ec id e«  
th a t It has reached sufficient (gluelike)
consistency. H e takes his bayonet and 
by m eans of the handle carries the 
mess up In the fron t trench to  cool. 
A fter It h ss  cooled off he tr ies  to  ea t It. 
Generally one or two Tomm ies In a 
section have cast-iron stom achs ond 
the tin Is soon em ptied. Once I tasted  
trench pudding, but only once.

In nddltlon to the regu lar ra tion  Is
sue Tommy uses ano ther channel to 
enlarge his menu.

In the English papers a “Lonely 
Soldier" column Is run . T h is Is for 
the soldiers a t the fron t who a re  sup
posed to  be w ithout friends o r re la 
tives. They w rite  to th e  papers and 
their nam es a re  published. G irls and 
women In Rnglnnd answ er them , and 
send out p arre ls  o f foodstuffs, ciga
rettes, candy, etc. I have known a 
"lonely” soldier to receive a s  many as 
five parcels and eleven le tte rs  In one 
week.

Empey realize* fo r th« first 
tim e how death  lu rk s In th« 
trench«« whan a com rade fall« 
by hl« «Id«. He telle about It In 
tho nex t Installm ent.

Taking Provisions to  th* Front. (TO B E  C O N T IN U E D .)


