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George W.

Perkins

Chairman of the New
York City Committec
on Food Supply, Finds

That Science and In
vention Are

Revolutionar)
the

Changes in
World's Industrial Re
lations, Whether
Like It or Not.

—_— - tlon—these three great factors accouot
T A RECENT pullic hearin for the stupendous progress this coun-
mblic hearing
o e ! try has made In the last twenty-five
on certain proposed food ...
legislation which Mr. Per s la Ihey have swept sway old prece
4 dents 19 customs and the i1l even-
v, : 4 . - 1 '1 ASLOO0S I« ...l_‘ wi even
ored and which recogn 1
tually sweep away many of the laws
aatl “{)- wration some on
mecessity of co-opera ROW: o0 ORI SIS Sk
remarked that the legislation was I'be man of today who does not
a violation of the principle of fully comprehend all this is doomed to
i be somewhat of a fallure. while the
individualism.
ran who does eomprehend it will b
Mr. Perkins retorted. “Individ i
. I 3 taken a long stride toward success
nalism is as dead as a smelt” It is not many yenrs since 1 was a

Mr. Perkins' reasons for his be

: - | such thing as a telephons e tele-
Mef are outlined in the following|®" .8 URaphox Lke telo
. graph was in very meagre use: fast ex
article:— press trains did not exist It took
e several weeks t ross the ean, and
! aly fiving machlne we knew abon
By GEORGE W. PERKINS, " S wowe
was e uch e 0 possessed
Chairman of Masor Mitchel's Food by Dirins Greet
Supply Committee
One of the greatest stumhling hlocks Entering a New World.
rogrees 19 the hu i tiop +
o prog iy e ’ o | When A am n was Presi-
follow precedent and 1 methods ¢t

[l

We find 1t difficult

out along entirely new llnes
Thomns

Wrote a letter in which he

to strike

Jefferson, in lLils old age

Some men ascribe to the men of the
preceding age a wisdom than
human, and suppose what they did to
be berond amendment. [ knew that
age [of the Revolution] well. 1 be
longed to it and labored with it
deservod well of ifs country. It was
very like the present, but without the
experience of the present; and forty
years of experfence i worth s ren
tary of book reading; and this they
would say themselves wepe they to

arise from the dead

Great Changes Taking Place Rapidly.

The changes that occurred from the
elose of the Revolutionary War to Jef
ferson's old age madi ileepn {impres
wion on his mind; yet as we look hach
@t them from this distunce the
infinitesimal when 1 with the
changes that have taken pluce
world the last quarter of a ¢ nneé
the tremendous changes taking place
now

George Washington wus a representa
tive of the bLost of iiuerican o
*century and a half ago. He was ¢
#ebolir, o soldler and a statesman, ye

speor
COmpare

In the

ntursy

' ¥
i

Forcing

We

he 414 not know as much at

RS & youug schoolboy of to-day

Mbhomas A Edison typifies the scler

tist of our time, but the gap betweer

the man of the Edison type and Wash
ington is probably greater
and

ently

than the gaj

betwean Washington the mar

whose bones were re

near Trentow, N. J

175,000 years ago
I'be sadvances (n scleuce, intercom

munication and in universal educa

lad, and yet at that time there was co

“1 it took four days or more for a

ny
nols to New York | ulm =everal
| days to go f1 Washing-

ton to be inaugurated And yet only a

[ few woeks 2 4 g WOoman, un

'Ialded and alone, travelled ip a Mying
machine from Chicago te New York tn

| eight hours and fifty 1tes

; We are just ente g ew electrical
world, where everyvthing ls«Jone, as 1t

I were, on the Instant

|| Our fathers had nonewf the modeérn

machivery with which Soclul and busl-
intercourza s
, Thelr sons are wrestling with the prob

ness now carried on.
i!-_-m of bow to use these new methods
of intercommunicadon and stil) adhere
to the laws, the precedents and the
book learning of €helr fathe.s

{ This 1s OUR great problem

it is a
llfll.'f'.- ult omplicatei problem and s
| causing a stmggle f titand propor
ltl--".'ﬂ a struggle f throw off in »a
Inh:!:r as it were, the precedents a
|(.‘3‘l world for the realltle f o new
‘ Precedent makds cowards )
i_Iim the educatam, the lentist and the
| inventoyr have left us n ji-e We
, must, adjust our thought snd action teo
ngw condi

I The Day of 'Individuslisrm Gone

The changes+- of the |last twenty-five
Years so dustrinlly and econom
i jeally bave been great, vet | belleve

they arefipfinitestmal comypared to the

hangest ihat ara
I balewe these ohang ire golng to
deal {moet largely with the relation

ship#of man ta m

Inithis country wefhave been living

in an age ¢f the utmeet freedom to the |

Individual 1t has hesw the individu
istic peri/,d. when the rder of the day
has seegied to | every ' fell for him
self aigd the d 1 takke 1 e hindmost
Wa bave glorled tn ghe frecdom of

the lowlividual and .;.nt- praciised this

utl science

discovered

sald to have lived
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frecdom to & polal where, 'n many

phases of our Wle, 1t has nmonnted to
Heense to do almost apything that we

pleased or that brought profit or

|

fancisd renown, regandless of itn effect |

on one's fellowmen

In the early days, when Instantanecus
intercommunication did uot exist, when
cducation was meagre and sclence un
developed. what the individual 4ld was
wf comparatively amall consequence. for
reach very far and

his deeds did no

did net affect many people

L DO |
E A\H I ]
 LIKE.”

—Individualism.

futercommunication drawing
centralized
Individaal

f people;

With

the world in
of

number

togelher oue

community. the act the

can affect a large
n of freedom which
for Ui

therefore, that for:
another

do

expression

AS OoNe pledsess Can

louger exist

When Mapnhattan was sparsely set-
tled and most of the people lived on
fts southern end It would not have
mattered wuch had ere been o cuse
of smallpox at the porth end. The pa

tient could have done pretty much as
w pleased without endangering any
one else

the north-

must be

But a case of smalipox 1o

ern end of Mauvhattan to day
quarantined {mmediately to

protect

other people

When | was a boy there was no So-
ety for the Preventiom of Cruelty to
Animals, and had any one crested
that a man d uot whip hi rse as

ich as he pleased he would have been
ilicoled I ndeed those davs the
dea that a mano had t the right to
wat his owr hild as he ples=nd was
given little nttention

When we were all drivi rses and
buggies there was po speed limit and
a map did not bave te procure a
Heense to drive a horse. With the ad
vent of the automobile n license has
become a neceasity The public must
know that the man who operdtes ap
automcblle knows first how to operate
i* and, second, t ntrol it

Soclety Is findiog it necessary to take
of what bas hitherto been
f the individual,”

away much
In

I& only 1o it

1 [Ty . T,
called “freedom

is proces

my
infancy

Relstion of Capital and Laber.

I'he freedom of the business man to
do as he pleases Is now belng seriously
challenged agree
with what Mr John D Rockefeller, Jr.,
Unis

and 1 most heartily

anid recently at Cornell ersity to
the effect that ooe of the chlief quall
tications for o0 manager of a large busi
ness concern s rapidly coming to be
to ad

nces between capitnliet and

the human quality and ability
Just diffes
laborer 11 to understand thelr rela
tionship

Untl! recent vears little broad think
Ing was given to this problem and dir
the basls of

All this

ferences were settled on
‘might makes

idiy

right

changing and we are entering a

f new industrial relationships.

period

long agn

In the

tweeen capital and labor was that of

owner and slave, then came Lhe perfod

of master and man, then the pe lod ot

"lﬂ-i’."‘i'l and employe, each

betug a decided step forward
In my judgment we are just now en
tering n of copartnership

where the tool user will be part toel

period

owner and where capital and labor will

sbare wore equltably o the profits of

the relationship be

s rap- |

period

the busl ln which they are jolntly
ong 1ged
Ihis advance is mevitable becanse of

our educatiouul system, which tead hes

the workingman to think for himself
It 18 inevitable because lntercommund
eation has told the workingman in one

community what the workingman in

other communities are striving for and
achleving
It is lnevituble, because strikes and

lockouts can never be settled salisfac

by ruls-

werely

torl'y or permanently
ing a man’'s wages

It s Ilnevitable because it glves sta
and because It 1s as

bility to buslness

advaptagecous to capital as to labor

As a matter of fact, when a working

man strikes It is pot merely to obtaln
an Increase In bLls wage: thrt i= what
the papers tell us the trouble Is all

about and that 1s what he nsks for; but

way down underneath what he 18 really
striking for 1s a larger percentage of
the profits of the business

Ha may t eallza this, but, sub
consciously, thils is precisely what he
i= doiug

No mere lncredase !In WAEes CAD ever
satisfectorily =olve this problem It
can be solved or on the basls of
profit sharing

By profit sharing | do not mean
honus giving 1 ean actuasl profit
sharing plas based on the earnings
of the business with a falr percentage
to capita i1 n fa percentuage to
labor after d Ary wages and inter

be done satis

factorily when Lthe business con

corn make its transactions, so

that the laborer and the stoekbolder
can know as much about the busivess
a2 does the manager himself

in the adjustment of difficulties be
capital labor 1
that will

t ween and am confl

dent open books sccomplish

much more than open ahops

These changes arg far-reaching and

fupdamental. What are we golng to
do about It? What 1s to be our man-
tal attitude? How are we golug to

handle these problems?

Can the
same polnt of view as did our fathers,
Hved in a strietly loelividualistic
age? Can we approach them from the
knowledge we have gained from law
books which

we approach them from

who

were written in the in-
dividualistlc age? If we do will
be the mighty onward
rush of new thought and new condi
providesl in large measure by
the educator, the inven

we
combatting

tions,
the sclentist,

tor

What the Future Holds Forth.

What
pessimist i«
life
the new conditlons or does it hold out
an optimistic futwre, with finer op-
portunities worth while

{s the outlook?
future that unfolds? Does

Is it a sad,

hardly seem worth living under

and "more
goals?

Let me ses If Ilean pleture ithas I
see It First, justja glance Intoxthe
past.

About the wa have had

has been the u"lmighty dollar. The

onlyd goal

| first question msked when a man dies

, “"How muh was he worth?’ with
scarcely a thought as to hoew much
he did for bls community or his coun-
try.

s

' But what bu‘;u ;u.ntnoun_ud wi

Uive the men who bave lved nnd

to avgpire grent for

ot

worked slmply

tunes obtnlned peave of mind
ul thei

ness sud hoper? How mand
conld answer “Yexu" ?
Has the country heen henefited hy

the course they have tuken? A very

country men

Inrge mnjority of our
world anawer “‘No™

On the whole, the T teu DT ULTLS
nge bas not heen & BKCCEER vither iur

the tndividunl, or the community 1]
vitiel he hae lived, or the nallon
We are, bevond gGaestion enfering

w & period where the welfare of the

rommuanity tnkes precedence over the
Interests of the indlvidual and where
the iherty of the individual will he
more and more clrecomscribed for the
benefit of the community as & whole

Man's activittes will hereafter be
required to be not oaly for himself
but for his fellowmen

I'o my mind there la nothing In the

slpus of the times so certain as this

How the Rewards Will Coame.

twr only decoration—the nimighty
Aollar— s receding into the background

he mun of exceptionnl ability, of
more than ordinary talent, will here
fter look for his rewards, for hils
honors, not lu one direction but In
two First imd  foremost —Iin some
public work accomplished, and, se
udarily, In wealth acquired

In place of having it sald of him at

Lly desth that he left so many bundred

thousaud dollars it will be sald that he

ertaln amount of publhk

Mden

of money

rendered a

service and, i ully, left & certain

1 gonl will prove a far greater
he will live a more

will

satisfaction to him

rational. worth while ife apd be

be dolng his share to provide a bette
country in which to live

[ have two reasons for belleving that

future condittons will ‘be as | have
briefly sketched them
First, becauss the world is being
drawn together In one centralized
o uity through the wonderful de
velopment (n sclence and the marvel
lous nork of the it ntor
Seeand becanse In ur ~ounltry
i¥ we are enlering upon a "aw
f  development, which ealle
loudly for men who will render dis
rested public service
We face new couditious, and In
order to survive and succeed we will
require a different apirit of publle
retlee
One reason why 1 am strongly for
universa] milliary training Y= that it
wlops In the yvouth n sense of all
| responsibility to his country,

t only io time of war but In tme of
P e s - R ]

Why @ New Era Co-opera-

tion Must Sacceed Pare

Individualism.

‘e ITH intercommuni

cation drawing the

world together, the act of an
fndividoal can affect a large
number of people; therefore
that form of freedom which
is simuply another expression
for license to do as one
pleases ean no longer exist.”

—GIFORGE W. PERKINR
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He I8 much more apt to be a |
falthful. than 1If
be had not had military tralnlog Ha
enters public service in time of pears

peace
consclentious servant

in more nearls the same spirit that he |
wonld enter military service In thue of
war--namely. from a sense of patriotic
duty and a desire to serve his country |
and his fellowmen.

In recent years we have been hearing
a great dea) aboot government owner
ship of our rallroads. We are told that
in Germany the rallroads are owned by
the government and that tbeir opera-
tlon is most successful. This is true,
put in Germany conditions are vastly
different
| The military training of the youth, in
fact, the entire trend of education tm '
Germany 18 to impress upon the young |
men of that land that they owe service
to thelr country. When a man enters

the government's employ 1n

"and transportation
'r.lcos and tbe
| one nation will quickly and serio
. affect all other nationa. This wlh'

the I“.

fentious A8
g the KOV

road hHusiness he s ma cOnSC
lie would be were he suterin
ernment’s service in time of war

I our rallrouds were to be
over and operated by our government
nt this time, how wany of you think we

wonld duplicate Germany & soccess?
of rallzonds

Government ownership
mey be as deairuble in this ountry we
it 1s In Qermany, but we must firwl
have public servants who will at least
come somewhers near the standard ol
Germany's publie servants lo efficlency
and honesty

Look ut the spectucle we are pre

senting to the world at this very mo

- &
st sstsssssssrrarrraS

The changes of the las

twenty-five years soclally, In
dustrisglly and economically
have been very great, yet |
believe they are infinitesimal
compared to the changes that
are coming. Precedent mukes
cowards of us all. But the

educator, the scientist and

the inventor have left us no
cholee. We must adjust our
thought and action to new
conditions

GEORGE W. PERKINS
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ment in our pork barrel legislation!
Could we afford to have our raliroads
operated by the same type of publie
sarvania?

If our government is to endure, If
we are to take our proper place among

the pations of the world in the new civ-

Mzation, *he man of the future must
live not for himself mlone but for
others

Conside atton for one another 18
speedily bLecoming » soctal, lndustrial
and econom necegsity

Centralization s the order of the ”
-

I'be telegraph, the tslephone, the w
mobile and the alrship are the cooses.
They have wiped >ut mot ouly old pree-

edents and customs but Stule and oe-

tiongl llnes as well

A man W ing In Boaston who wishes
to talk to u man Uving o Ran Fran-
cisco stmply riuges a bell, puts a little

Instrnment to his ear and proceeds to

tulk. There 1s bardly a miracle lm the
Hible more wonderful than this

The do-trine of “Btate righta” s
being rapldly demolished. The na-

tion s balng obliged to assumme many
of the functions of government hare
tofore performed by the State, and
this tendency is growiag

The State, views’ asy an {ndividual
vith the right to do as It pleases with-
in itself, without regard for -~
Statea

Only
that
with

the nation ean ac¢ In matd o
affect (nterstate relations, and
iotercommunication and trans-

portation developed to thelr present
| stage a considerabls percentages of a
| State's
| thelr effects and consequences

activities are Interftate 10

The World Is Drawing Together. ¥

We must therefore take on a new
nationalism. The world has been
drawn very closely together by the
cable and the transatlantic liner, but
it s on the vearge of beaing drawn M-
finitely more closely together by the
wireless, the airship and the subma
rine telephone

When these are practical, everyday
instruments of Intercommunication
the social prac
industrial methods afn*

quire the ylelding by nations of cer

,tn of thelr Individualistic rights snd
 prerogatives In order to safeguard and

benafit the world as a whole.

This opens up a great, new vista—
it presents problams that are la-
tensely Interesting end of far-reach-
ing lmportance.

The period that 18 unpon us offers
large opportunities for Individual
thought, initiative and action, for con-
structive work and for constructive
statesmanship,

The mighty changes taking place tn
Burope tall us with unmistakable
volce that the reconstruction peried ia
at hand. The man of the fature
must realize it. He must be ready te
adjust himself to the new conditioms.
Has must have sufficlent vision, intel-
ligence and courage to cast aside the
methods and precedents of a
age. He must let the dead past |
its dead. He must not look back
the lltt’!l but forward to the
sun, .
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