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The Golden
Acre
It Was Half a Century
Before It Produced
Cropa
By F. A, MITCHEL
u-u‘.—__- et et ————————

In I8 Ellby Deane and Herbert
od b got lnto o lawsull over »
plece of pradrie land located s couple
of inlles from the center of the city of
Chlcng Fhe property was  worth
not i il 1 expeises of the sult

ben I re advised by
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mj It nme t
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t ) I ng ou this ncre of

v il | 1)) too old lut |

i g t e n blig city

I 1 dn ind the property In

L) 0oy yoears | m now mn COome

within the town llmits, It will then be

\ th sowething Suppose we leave It
Jul y & ir Lielrs

I'hat 1 ¢ lke dividiug an
apple ot i couple of dozem parts
Famllles wultiply, and 1 doubt If the
Inberitnnce will « e worth more
than 1y, & hundeed dollars, Suppose
Wo arrang that 1t shall go to one
person yet unboru

Dodsworth was ready for any propo-
sitdon that would ¢ MHeve Wlm of further
bother the property, and
leganl lments were drawn up be
jueatbiug It to such descendant of
elther Il be ucarest to twenty
years old on June 1, 1000, Both men
were over 0 t the time tho arrange
went i made, and both had sops
il d

Bt o f e sous or daughters
I ¢ thie lHghtest luferest in the prop
eri thnt 1 Lo spen been put
] f i Jovyment of some oune

L un | ludesd, any of them
q v 1 It they saw a part of the
pralrie which, after n raln, stood
n | il v Wals Varying ir one to
twelve b % 1o dey

When fort ars had rolled round
nelther Deane nor Dodaworth nor any
Lild i was living. There were
muni indebildren, none of whom
ki il g nbout the ncre of prop

Ly had been tled up for balf a

Hefore the death of the tes
th y ! 1 bad been provided from
which y taxes were to be pald, and
i rtalo Orm of law rs were to pay
tl L In 1800 this Arm dissolved, and
the duty devolved upon thelr succeas
I Iy this tlme the property had be
come o snug fortune, and there was no
danger of any Deane Dodsworth
who lived | Chicago not konowlog
something about It. But both familles
bad spread out fanlike and had scat
tered

In 1508 Ackley & Thorp, attorneys,
were charged with the payment of the
tnx ol the acvre, and the sums were
sufficiently large to be noticeable. Sid
ni Walker, n young man who had
just been admitted to the bar, was a
lerk In the office of Ackley & Thorp
ind the pavment of the taxes was In
trusted to him In this way he came
to a knowledge of the strange jolnt
will of Degaue and Dodsworth 1t oc-
curred to Walker that when the time
came rouwmd to put the property Into
the hands of the legitimate helr it
would be lmportant that all the mem
bers of the Deane and Dodsworth fami
lles should be accounted for Reallz
ing that whoever 4id this work would
doubtless be pald for it, he began a
search for every member of both fam
ilies But bhe kept his Investigation to
blimself

Roger Deane, aged twenty-two, a
grapdson of Elibhu Deane, a party to
the will made In 1850, resided in Chi
cago between 1860 and 1000 and had
hig ¢ve on the ncre as belng the possl
bhle helr He was & member of most
of the clubs of the city and prominent
socinlly. He hanted up all the Deanes
and Dodsworths be could find. There
was none pearer than he to the re-
quired age. But he found one Dods
worth, a womanu about his vwn age.
who might be pearer than he. He
made Inquiries as to her age, but she
declined to glve It on the ground that
n woman's age is her private property
I'he truth is that If he knew her age
and it was pearer the prize thau his
e might prepare himself to prove that
he wae older or younger than she was

Mlss Julla Dodsworth was equally as
prominent in soclety as Roger Deane,
and the of property worth
several hundred thousand dollars would
be as much of an advantage to her as
to him, therefore concluded to
cultivate him, with a view to getting
out of him his age. Nelther would be
June 1, 1000, much less than two
years above twenty, but no one of the
descendants of the original Deane or
Dodsworth had turned up nearer the
required and It seemed probable
that tfle other of these two
would get the fortune

A# the time drew near for the turn-
lng over the acre to the designated
belr Messre. Adkley & Thorp wrote to
the Deapnes and Dodsworths to- state
their Roger Deane add Julia
Dodsworth were Included In the In-
quiries. Each had been endeavoring to
lenrn the other's age, but nelther had

possession

she

on

nge,

one or

NEes

succeeded. Therefore neither had any
ndvantnge over the other in this re
ppect, There was nothing for elther

to do but give the true date of birth
Hoon after doing so each received a
letter saying that both had been born
on the same day, and this would render
the will lnoperative sioce It distiact!y

——
specilied that the property ve turned
over on the Ist of June, 1000, to the
e person nearest to twenly years of
ige. No one had yet appeared to be
nearer than they to the dealgnated
age, but the property, under a lteral
luterpretation of the will, conld not be
glven to elther

oger Deave and Julla lh;}-nnr!h
Vimited the sttorneys with o vfew to s

i promise They ot firsl suggested
that the property Lo divided between
rHnm But the lawyers would not do
this without an order from the court of
haneery. Deane took the man of law
wulde and nulced Lim I marciage would
settle the matter. The reply was that
lul.un;,'h man and wife were one In ¢er
taln respects (v the eye of the law
they wors not lu all re Aller
much delay the lowyer sugygested that
the only way out of the matter was
for one to lay clalm to the estale and

M| M in

the other to dispute the clnlm.  This
would bring the matter before the
urt, who would give a declslon
However, nothlug could be done be
fore the 1st of June next, and that was
«til] thres months distant Meauwhile
Hoger Deane and Julla Dodsworth had
8 common Interest ihey met

ften with a view to finding some way
by which they might st least divid

the inberitance, Tt was suggested that
they hunt up the doctars who presided

at thelr birth In order to discover
which had been born at the earller
hour of the day Deasue was success

ful «» his part e found the doctor
who brought hlm Into the world, who
by reference to c¢ertaln noles Lo had

taken down with regord to his patients
found s record that Roger bhad been
born at 2 o'clock In the morning of
April 10y 1878 This, the lawyers sald,
would not give him the property unless
proof was adduced that Miss Dods
worth bhad been born at a later hour of
the day. 8o there was nothing galned
for Deane. And as for Miss Dods.
worth, It slmply meant that by hunting
up ber own record she would run
twelve chances to one of giving the
prope:iy to Deane

By this time thls matter of mutual
Interest hind drawn them so closely to.
getber that If it could have been set
tlied by thelr marriage there would
have been no furtber diffculty
| Miss Dodsworth remembered that a
woman ndmed MeCann had lieed with
her mothes housekeeper or upper
servant for many years. When Julin
was about twelve years of age Mrs
MeCann had left the famil She was
with them when Julla was born and
might remember the hour of her birth
Julla of advertising
for the woman, re was
fAoally slicited Julin that
had kept a letter blank book, In
bad noted lmportant events
This book was, with other effects, in a
trunk o a garret of one of Mra. Me
Cann's relatives, She would get it and
seo If It contalned the required infor
mation

While walting for this Julia told
Roger about ®. Hoger sald that If the
book contalped a memorandum of the
hour of Julia's birth he or would
Inherit the acre. Hut he had g dozen
chances to one of belng the helr, Then
he told her that he had become attach
#d to her and proposed that, whether he
or ahe or neither the one nor the other
Inherited, they pass the rest of thelr
lives as man and wife. Julia waa of
the same mind, and they plighted thelr
troth, thelr unlon to take place Irre-
tive of what by this time they had
ome to call the golden acre

A few days after thelr betrothal Mrs
MeCann =ent her notebook by register-
ed mall to Julla. Julla turned over the
lenves hastily till she came to May and

As

began a system
and a

She wrote

SpOnse

she
which she

she

spe

June, 1578, and there found an entry,
At 10 o'clock Ir the morning of April
10, a Mttle girl was born,™

Miss Dodsworth construed this as
proof that she had won, since she was
I I pearer to the 1st of June, 1900,
tfan Roger She sent the notebook to
the attorneys, wrote Roger that ahe

bad made up her mind she did not love

original Deane and Dodsworth of va
rious ages. Mr. Ackley thus addressed
those present

“By the terms stipulated fifty years
ago today by Elthn Deane and Herbert
Dodsworth a certain acre of land was
bequeathed to such one of thelr de
acendants, male or female, who should
e pearest to twenty years of age on
the 1st of June, 1000, There are four
persons living who wegre born near that
date and who are descendants of el

ther Deane or Dodsworth—viz, Roger
Deane, Julin Dodsworth, Edward
Payne and EmmasOsborne, born May
20, 1880, Emma Osborne, bhaving pro
duced satiafactory evidence of birth,
will undoubtedly be adjudged the helr
by the surrogate."

There wns an lovoluntary hum of
digsatisfaction throughout the assem
bly. Roger Deane and Julla Dods

worth looked at each other and Ilnugh-
od. Both belng rich, they could afford
to laugh

AMr, Ackley walked up to a demure
looking girl dressed very plainly and
congratulated her on attaining the pos-
session of the golden acre. Mpr. Sidney
Walker also congratulated her, Yleld-
Ing to an impulse, she threw her arms
about his neck,

Walker during his investigations as
to who would Inherit the golden acre
had found a little schoolteacher living
In Missouri who was about the re
quired age. He corresponded with her,
told her of the fortune that was to be
turned over to the legal helr and helped
her to obtain undoubted proof of the
day and even the hour of her birth
This he did merely in the line of busl.
ness. The girl came to love him, but
did not show her love till the day she
was adjudged an helress.

him as much as she thought she did
and broke the engagement |
I'his break prevented any further |
mference, and when the 1st of June |
ame round each recelved a notice to
appear at noon on that day at Ackley
& Thorp's office. They found there
quite a number of descendants of the
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]UUH FOREST FIRES

'Work of Uncle Sam In Preventing
' and Fighting Them,

RIGID RULES FOR CAMPERS.

The Parmit Bystem Has Been a Big
Factor In Checking the Destruction of
Trees—How the Alert Rangers Dis-
cover anid Locate a Blaze,

Eternal vigilance s the watchword
forest service of the United
Btates in preventing sod Oghting for
oot fres. August and September are
rated the critical thme when forest
fires are most numerous and disas
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GET YOUR

BUTTER WRAPPERS
PRINTED AT THIS OFFICE.
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F. M. HELLWARTH

PUYSICIAN AND SURGEON
! Oflice one door edast of P, O
|
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e and Falla t'hy,
Mll"m Phone 368 Ulr.mn'
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! ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

i
| E. K. PIASECKI
| ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

'r 60 MITl Street. DALLA% OFE
1
|

- Busiicss Cards

HOTEL

Fralls City hotel

Sample Rooms
Besi Accommeodations

F. Droage, Proprister

BARLER SHOPS

Bohle’s Barber Shops

Faills City, Oragen
Where you can get a Shave, Rair Cot, Bath
e

or
1snt for Dallas team
Bundies forwerded Tussday «

MONUMENTS

THE WORLD’'S GREATEST WAR

The United States has entered the greatest war the world

has ever seen.

Europe both politically and socially.
and child is vitally interested in this war,

The part we play may determine the future of

our lives, all of us must make sacrifices.

“The World’s Greatest War”

is the title of a new 32 page at as just placed on the market.

Every American man, woman
Some of

us will give

It is

the most comprehensive “ork of its kind and is accurate in the

smallest details.

There are 15 pages of maps in three colors (15x11) covering
minutely the various theatres of war, and showing all the towns
and villages mentioned in the daily dispatches from the front.

There are pages of photographs,

many of them made ex-

pressly for this book, of persons, places and things about which so

much is said and so little definitely known.
submarines,

lins,

submarine chasers, mines,

Photographs of zeppe-
torpedoes, torpedo

nets, anti air-craft gans, gas masks, giant guns that shoot 2-ton
shells, German trenches, ete.

There i3 a comglete chronological history of the war to date,
and the answers to a thousand and one questions on every phase of
the costliest and bloodiest struggle in the history of mankind.

An Invaluable Reference Book for the Home

Possession of this book will enable anyone to give exact in-
formation on subjects on which his friends speak from heresay.
It is a valuable addition to any library and contains a wealth of
facts on the one subject in which everyone is interested at the

present time.

The book itself is printed on the finest grade of enameled
paper and is the best that skilled workmanship can produce.

Falls City News one year and Atlas $1.30
T ]

i

Ught ahead to the watcher. On other
nenks there are similar watchtowers,
and the watchers here, too, may mark
the rising column of smudge from afar.
All report to a central station, where

| the fire Is accurately located,

At each watchtower there is a cir
cular map of the district within the
view of that particular tower, DBy trl.
angulation on this map the watcher
notes the direction of the fire from his
tower, The other watchtowers do the
same, and all report to the central sta-
tion these various directions. Where
the triangulation lines meet on the
great map of the central station there
the fire 1s. It is a slmple and yet a
most efective method. The fire locat
ed, the fighting forces of the district
are mobllized and the battle begins.
It may be sbort, and it may last for
weeks, but it Is fought none the less
relentlessly.

Stretching In every direction from
the central ranger stations are mlles
of telephone and telegraph wires that
are used in time of danger to mobillze
the fre fighting army. Once the call
has been made they come from every
direction prepared to combat the com-
mon enemy. Frequently these fires
occur within a short distance from
small villages and towns, and then the
problem becomes more complex, in that
the homes, once aflame, are extingulsh-
ed with greater difficulty.

Besldes the use of the telephone and
telegraph, the forest rangers also use
the hellograph, with which they are
able to send fashes of sunlight many
miles to bring ald. 'These are where
telephione and telegraph llnes are not
yet avallable. At centrally loeated de-

pots are caches of dynamite that are
also used for signaling purposes. At
these depots are stored materials for
fire fighting purposes and highly spe-
clalized apparatus.

| attached to it

»

a1g1d rules uave been lald down for
persons camplog in the woods, and the
fire permit system has lessened the
number of fires very appreciably
greatest loss comes from the negli-
gent pleasure seekers. who drop light-
¢d matches In the grass and low
brush., The fire permit cards can be
obtained either at the general office or
of any ranger, and there is no expeuse
The good accomplish-
ed by this arrangement appears in the
fact that when a fire breaks out it is

The |

Send us whatever news you
know. We will riot publish your
name but will publish the news.

| Rather Attractive.

possible to know who had a permit to |

build a dreIn that tervitory, for a
close record i1s kept of the permnits is-
sued.

The fire permit card authorizes the
holder to bulld camp fires on the na
tional forest land Dbetween
dates, provided the following require-
mwents are complied with: To
small fires only, to bulld fires in the
open and not against a tree or log or

within twenty feet of standing brush, |

to scrape away all leaves and trash
from around the fire, never to leave a
fire unattended, even for a short time,
without first extinguishing it; to ex-
tingulsh fires first use water, then
cover with dirt; bonfires are not ul-
lowed. It is further provided that
when camp 18 moved the ground must
be left in a clean and sanitary condl
tion.—New York Tribune.

Facts About the Dollar.
When you break a dollar the pleces
disappear mysteriously.
A dollar spent Is far smaller than a
dollar saved.
Doubling a dollar i far harder than
dividing it,

A dollar thrown away can never |

again be found. ’
A borrowed dollar s never so big as
a dollar lent.— Baltimore Sun.

certain |

build |

| Snow about two feet dee

“Just think, Bobby,” said his mother,
“those peor little children are orphans
and have no papas or mammas to care

for them. You wouldn't like to be an
orphan, would you "

“1 fee] like it suometimes, ma!™ was
Bobby's reply.—Pearson’s Weekly.

The Yukon Valley.

There are no blizzurds In the Yukon
valley In winter. and there is little wind
» COVOLS ETerY
thing from early Octoler till spring.

The Rev. Irl R. Hicks (917 Almanae

The Rev. Irl R. Hicks Almanac
for 1917 comes out bright and bet-
ter than ever. His splendid por-
]trait in four color work, taken
' from life in May, 1916, proves that
this old friend of the millions is
very far from being ‘“‘a dead
{man.”” Every home, office and
E business in America owe it to this
| faithful, old friend of the people
to send for his Almanac and Mag-
azine for 1917. This Almanac is
35¢ by mail. His monthly Mag-
azine with Almanac, one dollar a
vear. Send to WORD AND WORKS

PUBLISHING COMPANY, 3401 Frank-
lin Avenus, 5t. Louis, Ma.

G. L. HAWKINS
MARBLE AND GRANITE

MONUMENTS

Dalias, Oregen

FUNKHAL DIRFLCTON
IR. L. CHAPMAN
FUMERAL DIRECTOR

Yio altand 1o all work promptly.
Dallas and Falls Gily, Ore.

HEAN “TATE
J O MICKALSON
Doaler i
REAL ESTATLE

Falls City, Oregun

llﬁ‘ll S!Bl[‘f llSTllC‘l co.

610 MM Etreet
JOIN . siBL

Dallas, Oreg sn.
EY, Manager.

f

Uur abstract plant s pusted datly lrom
Polk County Records.

Notice to News Subscribers

A mark here indicates that
your subscription is delinquent,
Please call and fix it,

Mr. Home Sesker—
COMETO FALLS CITY, OREGON
and Buy Orchard Land

Post Office Time Card

Office hours: Daiiy, except Suu-
day, 8 a.m. to 6.30 p.w.

Mail arrives, from
Salem 9.00 a.w., 6:15 p.m.
Dallas, 9:00 A. M., 6:15 P. M.
Portland via Gerlinger, train 102

11:55 a. m

Black Rock, 1:30 P. M.

Mail closes for:

Salem, 8350 AM., 1 P.M.and 5:30
P. M.

Dallas, 8:50 A. M. aud 5:30P. M.

Portland via Gerlinger train 102
1 p. m.

Black Rock, 1 A. M.

Mail Order und Postal Savings

window cluses at 6 P. M.
Suspay Oxry

Office bours: 9.30 to 10:80 a.m:
Mail arrives from Balem, 2.00
m,
Mail closes for Salem, 8.50 a. m
General Delivery Window Open
From 9:30 to 10:30 A. M.

Effective March 11, 1917.

Ira C. MeugrLizG, Postmaster

Extra coples of The News are
printed each week, and will be sent
to any address desired, postpaid,
for 5 cents per copy.

Correspondents wanted in every
neighborhood in this section of tpe
couulry.
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