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LIGIO;SCIENTIFIC SKETCHES)
oN HUMAN PROGRESS

THE FIRST DAY OR EPOCH

The Genesls account tells nothing about the formation of the
Earth itself. It says, without
form and vold™-

“In the begluning the Earth was

ghapeless, empty Ihere were nelther moun

tailns nor valleys, trees nor shrubs, rivers nor oceans, but the
Earth was. How long before that it had been created, Is not
stated. The account of the Days of Creation given in Genesls
: relates not to the construction of our globe, but to the ordering
of it for human babitation
There are various theories regarding its formation. We (o)
low the one most closely bharmonlzing with the Bible. It 1s
called the Vaillan theory.” It assumes that Satum’s rings and
Jupiter's belta illustrate Earth's development as a planet
The Earth was once molten, as indicated by the Igneons
rocks of the Azole period: so called by sclentists, but not dis
cussed in the Bible. When the Earth was molten, its water and
minerals were thrown off a great distance In gaseous form. As
these cooled and took shape, they constituted great rings at a
distance from the Earth. -
Gradually the motion of the rings became different from that :
of the Earth {n proportion to the distauce from the center of <
gravity. These rings of water and miperal gradually approach
ing the Earth would be kept off by centrifugal force, particular i
Ly strong at the equator. The “brooding” of Holy Energy de
veloped a light, probably resembling the Aurora Borealls—not
sunlight The Sun did not appear untll the Fourth Day. e
“Let there be light! and there was light”™ Thus, briefly, Is -
summed up the result of the 7,000 years, styled the Flrst Day .
Not that God's Word would not bave been sufficlest for any
miracle, but because He prefers to work ousf His glorious designs
e along matural lines.—Genesis 1:3. ;
1 There are sclentists who clalm that the Earth still has one
ring about Iit, an electrical ring which, falling, will In a few
years destroy fermentation, microbes and parasites, and greatly
assist plant and animal life J
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