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CHAPTER IX.
VEN a more obtuse and Inex-
perienced man than Hugene
Kirby would not have falled
to Interpret Adele’s words and
the couse of which wns ns

bearing.,
yet beyoud ber apderstanding. Kirby
kuew that he wns deallng with no co-

guette, who sought to punder to van-
ity or who econsidered all men the play-
things of no idle bour, 11 was pot go
much Adele's words as her mapoer,
which berrnyed a frunk Hking and Iu-
terest, which, despite hils modest argu-
pients to the contrary. could vo longer
be attribnted 1o an impersonnl regurd
for bis sutety ung welfure. He saw
it wukeown o herself, she was rop-
iy pssiog throeh the varions stages
of liking aud intersst, beading srrilght
for that Inevimble climax which s
dignitied by the 1erm love, Iy view of
the fact thot te had alrendy arvived
there wnd bud mude every effort 1o o8
gist her townrd the same goal, the
present  misglvings nnd self ceusure
which now assalled him were decided-
Iy out of place.

f'rue to his character. he had noted
first und considersd last.  He bad put
forth every effort to please, to awaken
her heart, nud vow that there were
glges that It was apswering he was
dismuyed. In the Aush of bis new und

welcome experlence Le bad forgottan
his culling, his reputation—forgotten
that be wag & common gambler, with
no claim apou such soclety as he wis
pow  enjoying—torgotivn everything
but that, by sotbe wirmeulous fortane,
be had been trapsplunted o the land
of hig dreams, hnd met lts contral g
ure and hond promptly plunged bead
over heels In love.

Kirby's thorough If tardy selfl cen-
sure, however, was bardly Justitied,
for he bud wade no copsclons elfors
10 enllst Adele's regurd, wud thelr wa.
tugl attrnotion hod bDeen as lonstan-
taneous wod spontineous nd it wod nnt-
ural and 1o be expected, bBut the
knowledge of Ler ldentity had awak
ened him 1o 4 lively sense of his true
position, und,
from belng the scoundrel which Mo
reau had pictured nod Adele belleved

him thot by remaining be was jeopurd-
Ieing ber future peace apd bappitess
He must save ber from herself aod
from bim and, no matter bow difficuit
it would prove, kill ber dawning luter-

eredulons, challenglug stlle on her
lips.

“No, | was never afrald of a man,”
be admitted quictly. “Bot 1 am atrald
of"'—

SOf me?
the pause.

“Yeu" he sald slmply.

Her eyes bartled to meet lLis own,
put every effure proved futlle, and at
length, coloring vividiy. she sought the
garden seat, balf wrolog ber buek,
while he pre-emptéed the arm, toying
restlessiy with the white camellid he
etill earried.

“1 gather from the storles fou read
the Geoernl,! be continoed, bending
toward ler, while he smiled half eyn
feally, “that the bad prince alwiys
keeps following the beauntiinl nirhncess,
and of course she always lods bim |
out. Now, it looks to me Hke n weank- |
ness in his charucter that be doesn’t
quit before sbie bas the chance to, In
my opinion, hé's & fool to take the
risk.”

Her answer cnme tremulously, but
withal brave aud to the polnt

*1 suppose | could OGud a story In
which she would wiaot bim to take the |
chinnve, Now—uow, are you going mi
stuy 7* turning aod looklug up, halfl |
daringly, Into his eyes, i

1 cun't,” be said doggedly, *“And
the sooper | go the better, Don't let
aoytlilog ever mnke you BOrTy that
you belped me, Goodby.™ And, throw. |
ing the camedlin oo the bench, he res:
alutely offered his tand.

Rut she lgnored the baod and pleked
up the discarded Ilum*r !

“Not yet not yet.” she whispered. |
“There 18 Ann ealling we, pod 1 must I_
dress for dinuer, But | shall expect
o see you agnlo before you leave.
You will walt bere? You may tell me
goodby then —if you wish to.*

He bowed, sentlug bimself dejected- |
ly on the garden seat, while she Hew

glie whispered Interpreting

| Into the house,

Cpalpable muss
appearance of the sun and Adele bad |

nithough be wus fur |

The sun hod set, and twilight was
fast appronching, the shadows of the
trees Llepding ln ove solld gray lw-
It seemed as If the dis- |
peen  colneddent, productive of the|
silme  effect, Whhout warnlng  the
day's work seemed to be clanmorivg for

hit. bis rogurd fob tier clesrly showed | toll, demanding more thiu Kirby own- |
. hls rogur * her ¢ 6

ekl which paturally wis based on the |

supposition that he was a gentleman

privileged to nssoclate with one of her |

standing.  Filled with this resolutiou,
lie now turned and said:

“Miss Randall, you've been kinder
to me than nny woman ever was, You
saved my life this moroing. Bot my
friend s right, I'd better go. Already
you've helped me more than yon
ought.”

Instuntly the angelle, wrapt expres-
plon wus spounged rfrom Ler face, and,
astonished, almost angry, sbe turned
upon him,

“Why? What right have you to sny
that?' she demanded. *“Do you think
1 don't want to¥"

“No be admitted,
can't stay."

“Do you want
you're afrald ¥

“Yes, 1I'm nifrald'"

“Afrald because we expect the real
Colonel Morenu tonight or tomorrow ¥
I'm not afrald of his coming. and you
enu't make me belleve that you are
1 don't belleve you were ever nfrald
of a man In your Hife” Bhe stood very
steaight and looked lnto his eyes, no

“But—-but 1

me to belleve that

. He felt weinry, spent, utierly for-
winken and nlone, the blenk aud Darren
future stretehing luterminably before
hit, Hostige of bLis bitter humor, he
wang oblivions 1o the fact thut the old
pegro, Cronp. watching his oppuriu-
nity, had stolen from the bhouse and
wis now regarding him fxedly, and he
grurted when ut length the other thn-
ldly ventured o address bim,

“Marse, yo' scuse we, suh,  Could
yo' be so ‘bligin’ an' kind fo' me v
nsk yo' a question?” prefuced Croup,
with a homble bow. *1 got a very
strong membunce o” de way yo' Is fa-
vored in de profyle, but it muost ‘s’
been a long time since yo' was bere,
kase | dou’t place yo! dos right, spe-
clully by de name, sah.”

“1 bave never hoen here before,” re-
phied Kirhy truithrully.

“Waell, | 'vlah ale Croup got a rack his
wool some, kise | knows yo' fuce #(8
well ns | knows my own, | bet 1 alu't
golp' 1o get (o sleep a wink toulght
tevint to ‘membel whih it was | koow
vo', sah."

Amused by the other’'s evident per-
plexity. Kirby In his characteristle
fuglifon temporartly digmissed bls own
trouble wud =ald, with a sible; “Cowe,
cheer up. 1t Iso't os bad as that

tnstantly Croup turped, electrified,
while he elappad both hands behind
omstunding enrs, "What yo' say. suh?”
ue crind, “Hipss God,. LI Marse

"vome Cheer Upd

I nestly,

It's done come to
me. It's Muorse Gene Kirby'—

vet.glil Don't call me that" warnsd

the other, Jumping to his feet.

“No, sul. 1 dow’t say dat name no
o', replied Croup, with un effort re-
predduing Lis excliement aud pleasure,
““Pwas your own i done rlz me, sahb,
s’ yo' enn trost me clean  throo
to de bhone. 'm Croup, what done
knowed yo© was [ marse.  Buat whid
vo' doin® here? 'Tain't safe, Doy
wius nochally goln® 1o kill yo', Muorse
Goene,  Honey, yo' must git off"n dia
land us quick as o' kin™

“Thunk you for the warning, Croup,"
gall Kirby, offering his hand. *“But
don't you worry nbout me, 1'm golng.
Can you get two horses for me? Good!
Have ‘hem saddled and brlpg t(hem
around on the road.™

As the old gerving man ambled awny
Larkin Bunce appeared. The pléthorle
gambler was  thoroughly miserable
with his surroundings and had decld-
o to make a lust appeal to his part-
ner.

“Proise the Lord,” he began ear
“thnt the nlgger's glyen you
sepse enough to see that you've got to
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“s81! DON'T OALL MB THAT."

go, You know where you nre now,
don't you? 1 heard you askin' for
horses, Wall, you kite for the river.

| I'm too fat to keep up, but 1I'll keteh

vou later on, Come. We can't get off
too soon.”

“1 can’t leave until I've seen Mlss
Randull,” replied Kirby, with quiet
finality. *I have told her that I would
walt for her here.”

“Why, youosh n'mighty idlot!" ex-
ploded Bunce. “Don't you know Tom

| Randall's Hable to be here any minute

and a posse with him? If I conid
track you out bere from Noo Ovlenns,
he kin, kain't he? Aln't yon ever goln'
to quit doin' these reckless, fool
things? Surely you ain't renched your
time of life without knowin’ what a

woman means when she says “Walt a | the joke wuas ou me,

minnte, and she didn’t even say that,
Yon kain't walt for her, I tell you."
“1'd walt for her till the Lord quit
making minutes,” replied  Kirby.
“When she comes I'll go” -
Once more Bunce helplessly appeal-

!
|

with cur kind,. Tou got nio business -

1 don't hurt her if 1 only look al
her, do 17" sunpped Kirhy, whirling
upon his partner in° sudden passfon.
*Ay God. If 0 man’s been oirside the
walls for years you can't bhlume him
for wanting to look at the flowers a
minute If he gets Into the gavilen some

diy. That ean’t harmp them."
“Cone, do you know yon're ornzy
yourself 7' wadly pronounced Burce,

with a shuke of the hend.
them loonles do know it sometimes,
Anil n nlee, crazy turn yon done me,
too, tying me ap here with folks lke
these” he added, with vehement re-
proach as full realization of his many
wrongs overcame him, *You know 1
never had pothin® to say to no ladles,
and ns soon 48 T ever see one T choke
up, aml my neck gets hot aml my ears
git red.  Interduced me as his Recre-
tary,” again appealing to the Invisible

“They say

aodienee,  “*Wangh! Reeretnry! I'd
make 1 h— of a secretary, wonldn't
1 Come on, Gene. Pry yourself
logse from sll this dorn foollshness
hefore U8 too Inte"—

“I've already given yon my decl-
glan,” Interrapted Kirby, with some
asperity. “But, Larkin, don’t let my
affolrs detaln yon.™

unce, after a farewell nvocatlon of
the heavens, reslzned himself to the
fuevitable and, seating himsell on the
savden  sent, proceeded to plek his

tecth, while he fastened a plaintive
g expectant  eye on  the distant
house.

The partuers gat In moody silence

for some time untll at length their
reveries were interrupted by the ad-
yvent of Judge Dleydell, Mr. Randall
and M, Venudry, The judze hnd but
returned from the steamboat Innding,
and a5 bhe approached the occuppints
of ihe garden sent his expyession was
of &0 serlons a chinpacter that Bunce,
ever on the lookout for trouble, now
soented danger and, nadging his com-
panion. Jumped to hiy feet. DBut Kir-
by, thongh wiary exsl, retdned ont-
witrdly cool and entively self possess-
od nnd, embrucing this heaven senl
opportunity of further aggravating his
partuer, promptly Introduded the Int-
ter as “my secretary.”

“Colonel  Morenu, sir,” began  the
fudze, sompwhnr astonished at the fe-
rovity of Mr, Bunce's how, “1 have the
mast astonishing plece of news for
vou. What would you say if T told
you that you had no rvight to be here
at all, sie?"

Az Plegdell, preserving hls stern de-
mannor, ndd a hand on Kirhy's shoul-
det Wis companlons exchanged stariled
el slguiicant  glances, whille M,
Bunce prew apologetic “and  edged
uearer Ils partner, Al eyes ware now
o Kichy, bat his expression of wild
surprise and courteons luterest pever
whinged.

“Well, 1 reckon I'd have to say that
Judge”” bie calmiy
replied.

Pleydell began to Jaugh.,

“Wall, sir, according to rumor. you
alu't Were, According to ramor, you
aln't angwhore, becanse youw're dead.”
To im it was a huge Joke, and he

ed to on Invisible nudience for pity,  poared untll the tears winged with

for compassion, nt his thus being nsso-
ciated with an utter lunatie,

“You pore lpst sonll” he finally
groaned, “Do you think L don't know
what's the matier with you? 1 seen
you look at her. What business have
you got hungin' aroumnd n lady, even If
you wouldn't git shot for just comin’
here?  What chance have you got
with a lady anyway? Aln't there wo-
men enough In the world? You know
no lady would bave nnylhlug to do
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{the fact that

mustnche, all lgnorant- of
he hnd  propounded @
Hteral truth; ignorant of the faet that
his companions were still significantly
eying etch other and that Mr. Bunce
wits huving exceeding difficulty with
his collar. In fact, Kithy was the
gole member of the Interested andi-
ence who appenred o appreciate the
full humor of the situation,

“When Is my funernl? he asked,
with & smile. “1 don't want to miss
R

| His composure somewhat re-overed;
but, wtill chuekling and oceasionnlly go-
Ing off intoanother spurm of Inughter,
the judge proceeded to explain the
lﬂlmel‘ in which he had gained the
|nteresting Information.

“Phe afternoon steamer does not
ptop, 8ir, and 1 am cbllged to row ot
tn o boat to get my letters. The news

shouted to us from the dieck as

 moved away. All T could cateh

m the words, “Colonel Motenu dead,

I think they added, “This morn-

" The distunce was too great for

me p gecure any furfher items from
that interesting lar, sir.”

“And, stlll langhing, Plegdell Clapped
,ln:b: on  the shonlder, while Mr.

drawing his fiest long Lreath,
mu thauked the Almighty that all
and Innocence hid not
* deserted maunkind when the.
it entered Eden,

’k was apparent that Mr, Ran-
| and M. Venudry owned more.dis-
and. that thelr quick suspl-

reviously hud now b
ut with danger. It

his snowy

‘They're cameos.™

\vggl all m»?ubp"mtht_
'rdm:z yiekiing doalaion to this feu-

Kirby to remaln
since her father's death she discarded
mourning and in its place arrayed
berself ln a treasured evenlng gown of
white satin purchnsed in Parls before
the long shadpow had descended upon

TR

1 HAVE IME MOST ABSTOUNDING PIECE OF
LEWS Fou YOU."

e fawdly forrunes, She was deter-
vilned to ook her best that night and
fu this fewinine muneuyer was enthu-
singticnlly supported by ber aunt and
Aun Plevdell, whe, If they did nol
sugpect the cuuse, were entirely hape
py wilh the result, fur they had long
bean urglng the girl to discard the
morblil prececupation and settled mis-
ery which had threatened to sap vl-
tulity, embitter life; anxlously sought
atd boped for fome means of trans-
forming her into the girl she once had
lien,

1t now appenred as If thelr most op-
timistic desires had materlalized, for
It had been many o long day since
Adele boad evinead such anxlous care
nnd pride in her tollet, assumed the
necessary duty with such lightsome
nenrt and eager, feverish fingers,
With pardonable vanity she closely
seanned her reflection In the mirror,
secking a blemish and finding it not.
Indeed, her tollet finlshed, the result
more thap justified her elaborate and
careful prepuration.  As a foishing
tonch she pinned In her coiffure the
white cameliln which Kirby bad dis-
carded, and, conscions that she had
flome hier very best in this lmportant
detall of lier maneuver, she repalred
to the veranda, accompanied by Mme,
Daveziic and Mlss Pleydell, sultably
attired for the evening.

The moon hnd now risen, flooding
the garden with lts brllliant lght aod
diselosing Mr. Randall and M. Veandry
stgnding a little apart from the oth-
ory, their attitode eloguent of hostile
suspl-fon, A pregnaut silence had sue-

silence broken ot length by a tense
whisper from Bouce.

“Come, Gene,” he urged, catching
the other's aym. *The boy has let Il
out, Look af that man’s face,” indl-
entlng Anron Randall,

Kirby nodded hnperceptibly whille
he ealmly patted the General's head.

“Gentlemen,’ he said, bowing to the
others, “1 regret 1 am tnking my
leave. L only wait to sny goodby to
Miss Randall"™

“Who s It gpeaks of leaviug? sud.
denly demanded Adele’s clear voles,
aud, tarning, they all saw the ladies
walching
“Colonel Moreng.” added the girl, com-
ing down the stops and approaching
Kirby, while Mme. Davezac and Ann
Pleyidell echoed her protests, “you can.
not thiuk of leuving. Dinner is served,
and your plice at table Is next to me,
Wil you give me your arm?” amlllnt
up inte his eyes,

The full significance of her change
of attire, the delicate but overwhelm-
ing compliment puid by the white ca-
mellin and the message (t mutely con-
veyed, the
overpowering appeal which this new,
wondrous. resplendent Adele made to
big mireads «antive senses, wiped ont
in o hrr-:h all Kirhy's hitherto ado-

Mennwhile Adele had been bustly Ik‘ﬂ;‘b
preparing for her last mute appeal to |
For the first time |

cepdord the Goneral's exclamation, o |

them, from the veranda.

“T'm going to dinner with a
ady." |
Throwing whip and hat on the gar-’
den sent, e bowed to Adele and of-
fered his arm, while Larkin Bunce, In-
wardly raging at this new and sublime
act of lunacy. turned helplessly to his
sympathetic but lnvisible audience,

(To he continued.)

Neorway's Love For Bjornson,

What HBjlornson  wus to bl own
people Is best made clear by an Inel
dent which oceurred ot his beloved
Aunlestad not  long  before be wan
forced to start on his fHodl Journey
to Parls In search of avother lepse of
bealth and lfe. A reglment passed
the place in the course of A tinen
ver. Its commander sent word ahend
to the poet asking hlin to review the
soldlers ux they marched by. Bjlorn-
son stood on the veranduy of his house,
surrouuded by his entire family—a
man who bad vever held any public
ofice, mind you! As the troop up-
proached on the highrond Lelow off-
cors und men gave the salute due to o
commanding general or a member of
the royal house. Bul thiz was not all.
From the rapidly moving reoks rose
one mighty shout after nuother—n
gpoutanecys outburst of devotlon and
gratitude such us it has been granted
very few mén the fortune to Inspire.
—Bdward Bjorkmno in Americin He-
view of Reviews,

Doors and windows and all kinda
o bublders hardware at Keltner's.

Micro kills the Dandruff parae
site, soothes the itching scalp,
gives lustre to the hair and
stimulates Its growth. A
single application gives reliof
and proves its worth. Do not
be bald. Save your hair be«
fore too late. Micro is a
delighttul dressing for the
hair, free from grease and
sticky olls. Book!'ct free.

HOYT CHEMICAL COMPANY
PORTLANU, OREGON

Enterprise
OPERA HOUSE

One h—l!g_ht Only
Thursday, August 25

The Very Pest of All

RICHARDS & PRINGLE'S
FAMOUS GEORGIA;

MINSTRELS

ac - Mirlhmaking Mimics - 40
20 - Silver Vaiced Singers - 20
2 Cainty Dashing Dancers -

7 Noteworthy Vaudeville Numbq-s 7

It'sOne Long Laughy Laugh

Seats on sale al Burnaugh & May-
nld’s drug store on and after Mon-
lay August 22,

Prices:
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Firsl two yows in Balcouy...... ~ b
aallery ...... Tl - )
aoutes under 12, to gRllery.., 26
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great honor shown bim, the

BlacKksmith Shop
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