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CHAPTER VL

CSPITE his Afty odd years,
Colonel Moreau set out for

his destinotion at so vigorous
AW i Y pace thnt Tom Randall, who
confidently expected to dog the other's
steps, was disngrecably disappointed,
for by the time be had galped the trst
corper around which the estimable de
fender of the famlily had disappeared
the latter was nowhere in sight. Fn-
milinr with the city and its environs,
the boy possessed knowledge of sev.
eral time saving short cuts to the
dueling onks. but this on the present
ovteasion be considerod useless, Tor, 1g-
nurant of the exmcet spot where (he
combatunts were to meet, there exist
il no niternntive but to press oo o the
wake of Moreau, who he had every
reason to belleve had token the fumil-
Inr and direct route. Thoroughly lme-
boed with the degire and expecthtion
of witnessing Kirby's death and thus
in o measure glotting bls vengenuce,
young Randall broke into a run, contl
dent that on turning each successive
corper be would come o sight of the
gerene nod indomitable colonel. But
time nnd distwonee fleww by untll at
length the twll rtrees bordering the
uruw'i:mko upon his vision, and as yet
his guarey had oot been run to earth.

Momentarily perplesed and mystl
fied, the boy turned and scanned the
way by which he had come. Could he
have in some eryptlc manper passed
the other on the road, or, contrary to
all expectation, bad Moreau taken the
short cut, and was he even pow in the
grove face to face with Cameo Kirby?
For Immedlite nud copclusive uuswer
two pistol shots rattled out, shattering
thie cool: serenlty of the morning
and sending a bevy of frightened rooks
clrellng and ecawing hbigh Ioto the
brooding blue dome of the heavens,
Cursing his il luck, young Raudall
raced furiously toward tl.ll distant
Erove.

. . . . . . ®

Colonel Moreau, considerably more
familiur with the town than Tomn Ran.
dall, hind lndecd avalled himself of the
sliortest cut possible and one which
would lead him directly to that en-
trance the situation of which Larkin

Bunce had been at palns to expluin |

No tlme could be wasted, for Kirby |
was already there, and to Keep an ad-

versary walting smacked not ooly of

cownrdice, but was a direct breach of |
the code regulnting such affulrs of |
honor,
resu that if left to himself he would
serenely outrage all cpdes by shooting
u man (o the baek, but that when offi-
clully entered for a combat—such as
on the present oceaslon—he punctll-
fously obsarved both the spirhh and the
lotter,

Kirby lving wmeunt o serlous men-
nce; Kirby dend meant security and o
tighter grip on the spolls of the river.
a reoccupation of the premier position
from which be had been ousted, Busd.

ness lnterests nnd his own life elam- |

ored for Kirby's death, For Bunce,
If he grew troublesome, be would ae-
count, and he could rely on thi latter's

remaining true to the code of their |

professlon—carrylng no tales to the
Randalls, but nstend, If he consldered
fit, tghting oy the lssue with the
slayer of his partoer,

ed entirely to his satlsfaction,
Meanwhile be hoad cuntlously entered
the shadow of the dueling onks and.
pistol In hand, was slowly threading
hils way down the path, the weapon
cotked and resting across his left fore-
arm.  Flanked on elther side by the

It can thus be i
eecen that Morean In his usual optl- |
mistle fashion hal the future arrang- |

which fugitive
shooting their

through
flekered,

trees

giont
sunbeams
small golden arrows of light into the
dense and rank undergrowth. he found

gsome difficulty in accenrntely discern-
Ing distant objects. Although the path
wns stralght, thus obvinting any turn-
ing of angles apd a consequent sud-
den and unexpecred meeting. he could
not see Kirby, and for 1 moment the
fears of an elphorately plauned sm-
buscade arose In his unworthy mind,
Indeed. the sotting offered many In-
ducements to one who, ko himself,
might entertain such u Inudable pnre
ose.

These momentary misgivings were,
however, ahrptly digpelled, for from
far down the parth Kilrby's volee sod-
denly broke the silence:

“(ood morning. coelonel! s that
_\':lll? Are you quite ready? Stand by,
for 1'm coming!

Morequ [nstantly turped untll be
faced the trees on his right. Thus he
presented the smallest possible surface
to his advoneing foe, Although the

articles of agreement ealled for 8 o- |

tua! and simultaneous advance, he was
aware that it 1s easier to fre from a
fixed plntform. and he consenuently
deliberately halied, his left shoulder
thrown forward and the pistol level
with his eve. He conld now discery
Kirby., who, nnmindfal of ull tacticnl
or strategic advantage, came REuLier-
fng toward him, the right hand dan-
flng ecarelessly at his side. He was
whistling. but had Moreau been nearer
18 wounld have uoted the slolster line
muoning from nose to mouth and the

fizity of purpose o the brooding e)es,
all of which belled the clvery carol,

Morean, stavding lke n rock which
disputed the other's progress, waited
and watehed. Once he made o sudden,
violent movemeat in the hope of
drawivg Kirby's fire. bul the Iatrer,
never beeding, continued his segming-
Iy enreless udvanee, Op be came, thir
1y paces; tweoary, and stlll no sigo
trom either man; fifteen. sud Mo
renu's hnuwd whltenrsd at the knue-
kles aud his besd came glowly down
us be impaled the other on the sights
of his plstol. On came Kirby, still
whistiing, us If on n pleasure stroll,
the rigin haud still dapgling curelessly
ut his side.

The nervous tenslon was fust grow
Ing unbearable. . Moreau’s nose looked
pluched, oud the breath whistied
through . On came Kirby —ten

It was characterlstic of Mo- |mu-m und a sudden threb of flame

lefiped trom Morean's pistol, followed
by a whirling wreath of smwoke and a

|r|.-w|hemnng c¢rusl, He reeled from

! the henvy charge. At the same mo-
ment Kirby's lsiless hnod swepl up,

| and without breaking steép he lired

The deifting smoke parted In shreds
[and  strepmed awway,  The sturtled
crows  bod  ceased enwlng, and off
| sumewhere n bluejny ventered to tim.
idly cull its wr Unee more the cool
serenlty bnd descended upon the duel-
Ing ouks, Kirby was still ndvancing,
| but Colonel Moreau, giving a litte

|couull. besitated a mowent, then fell |

| prove, o small bive Indentation disfig-
uring the purity of his lofty forebead.
Cimeo Kirby looked gravely down
L upon the body of his lnte enemy; then
| a8 gruvely pe parted the trees an
with bowed head, slowly thrended b
wuy toward the distaut towu,

Kirby
confllet before Tom Randall, comlug
| from an slest dinmetrically oppesite
direction, burst iuto the grove and
| tripped hendlong over the lifeless forn
of Colonel, Morenu. Recovering him-
self, the boy stared In horrified amaze-
went ut what he bnd oever ulu.'cted

'
| 10 see,

 feited the

Thit God should have thus
defended the lmplous seeted fmpossi-
ble, Astonlshinent yulekly gave pluce
to u sense of burulng outrnge, a bitrers
iess, dbhorrence and  vindictiveness
which Jummeasurably overswept all
previous feelings of treasured nulmosl-
ty and hatred, Now, Kirby must
utone not only for the sulelde of Jokn
Kundall, but for the deantb of that
gentieman's  fancled protector and
champlion,

Swiyed by hls present emotions,
balked of revenge aud thirsting for
gome means of expressing it young
Koodall now stooped w0 an  action
which disbovered Lis pnme, race and
conutry.  In cooler moments he would
ave repudiared an actlon which for-
respect of all decent men
But he was hostuge to n tempestuons
gud violent passion which counted not
the means 1o an end,  Slngle hnnded
he might not hope ro bunt down Kir-
by, but If he could enlist the assist-

| ance of the nuthorities, make every

mun the gnmbler's enemy,
capture would be assured.

With difficalty loosening Moreau's
fast stiffening fingers from thelr death
grip upon the platol, yoong Randall

the latter's

| bastlly covredled the weapon upon his
| person and rhus by a single movement

| the stigma of

i

|
|

nad not Jong left the scene of |

reansformed whiat bad been an honor-
gble and fair encounter into a seem-
Ingly dellberate und cold blooded mur-
der, The fuet thot Morean had used
the late Joho Randall's wespon, leav.
ing his own at Mme. Davezuc's, would
be but additlonal proof that Cameo
Kirby bad shot down an unarmed
mun, But one living witness other
than Tow Randall had been present at
this exchange of weapons, and’ he,
Anron, wonld be expected to keep sl
jent, Hevenge, may It ever be honor-
ahle, but, honorable or dishonorable,
revenge at wll costs—such was the
boy's slognn.

He bnd hardly resumed possession
of hls father's weapon and thus cast

wurder upon Kirhy
wlhen sevéral men, aitracted by the
shots aud whose rapid approach bad
gpurred the Loy to instunt action, ¢ame
running Into the grove. To them young
Raondnll breathlessly recounted bis ver
slop of the tragedy. "You see, the gen-
tleman Las no weapon,' he concloded,
pointing to Morcsu's barren hands,
“I'ls, therefore, s a deliberate and
carefully plapoed muorder. Like your
selves, | was arrracted by the shor!

“But there wns two of ‘em, for |
counted,” put in one of the newcomers.

“The wurderer evidently wmissed ot
his Orst Gre,” suid Tom. “My vime (s
Raodall of Magquemlioe, so you may
accept by word that | found the gen-
tlemsan ns | bhave stated. Thls is o
great nnd villntnous ontrage. 1 happen
to know the vietlm, a most estimable
and honorable gentleman, who had
the misfortune to incur the enmity of
the uotorious river gambler Cameo
Kirby. The latter swore to get even,
and there Is no doubt bhe has fulfilled
his murderous and cowardly iuten
thon."

“1 geen this Kirby o town yester
day,” commented one of the men, ¢x
amining with morbld curiosity Mo
renu's denth wound, “He's a bod egg
from all nesouuts.  Done his job neat
Shot from ambush, | reckon.”

“We passed him ou the road as we
come into the grove," added a second
“] kuow hlm by slght—a youngish
looking, gray eyed blude with a sort of
dandy getup to him, We ussked him
if there bad been n dooel, and he sald
yes, he thought so"—

“He lles, a8 you can see!” erled Tom,
springlng to his feet. “What road did
he tnke?"
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THOS, M, DILL
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Offlce frst door south of New
Fraternal Bldg., Hoterprise, Ore.

DANIBL BOYD
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

TyTTITTTTTTeY

Onkes carvles o full Hpe of Lowe
Brothera' Palmta, 108

Evarybody Is preparing someathing
for the county falr, It wilk be the
best extiibit of agviculture, hortlonl-
ture and stock ever held In Eastern
Oregon,

Mr, and Mrs, H, B, Pidcock and
son WHI of La Geande came in Fri-
duy mnd In company wih D, B, Jor-
dan aud famlly wid camp st the
Inko for a week,

Cemeont walks are being put in by
D, W, Bheshan, A, C, Weaver, J.
H, Hartshormm and ©, B, Funk in
front of their properties on Main
stroet,  Marks Brothers are dog
the work.

Soclalist party - county convention
will meet in Soclalist headquarters
at Euterprise lomorrow and Monday.
The' ¢all waya for the purpose of
nominating a county tieket and se
leoting: delegates (o the state con:
vention, \ b

W. C, KETCHUM
DENTIST - ENTERPRISE

Iflce Derland Bu'lding.
Independent Phone,

| ranging his cravat

G, T. HOCKETT, M. D,
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

Office upstairs In Bank Bulid.
lng, Ind. Home phons in office
and residence,

| and an sue
y hj the statntes | eeadly fll o see how
[t converns you ali-cvomes within the
| meope of you ali's warthy’ teefulnies™

“Tie come from that s-way,” Inter
rupted the Informaut, pointing in the
directivn Kirhy bad raken. “But you
all know the rond forks fariber down

“Come! We'll sepirate, ang Le can-
pot escape!” ericd Tom “It's our
duty to hoat the villalo dowo, to ald |

the inw nll we Doeling is one
thing, but mwnrder such as this de-
gerves only Iyvopeh low We'll show
the scoundrel the sume quulity of mer-
ey he meted ont o this poor defense.
legs gentleman”

“That’s right fhort shrift
long rope!™ cried ahe men.

Plloted by the member who had met
Kirby., the small  jmprompt
gulekly made its way through the un
derbrush, emerghiog on the road which
the gambler, at a polur below the fork,
wWhe even then traversing When 1he
fork of the rond war regebied Tom nnd
two companions chose the right or
gontherly branel, while the muan who
had met Kirby, accompanied by o hult

onuy

and a

PoEse

gfown youth, hore awny to the jell
Thus by auother intervention of the
fates yonng Handall's meeting  with

the gambler was dgnln postponed. i,
tormer nod his companions, niarming
the conptryside en  route, renched
town without overtaking or even sight-
ing their quarry.

Meapwhile the other mwembers of the
posse hud  fared Dbetter—or  worse,
They hnd not long Jeft thelr compan
lons before Kirhy wias sighted, walk.
Ing lelsurely with bowed head and evl-
dently preoccupled mind. Warned Ly
the rapldiy advaoclog steps of biy self
constituted judges and executloners,
tie turned in mild curiosity and await-
ed thelr upprouch, b

The furwer and his son~for such
witd the relutlouship existing between
thils contingent of the pnrsuers—cuime
up hot and pancing from thelr exer-
tlons and, meeting Kirbg's cool and
pleasgntly lnguiring eyes, became for
the moment sonplused uod confused.

*Ruther a warmish morning for such
gtrenuous exercise, gentlemen," greet-
ed the gambler, “It s obvions that
your busioess s with me.  Pruy lu
what wunner can | serve yont"

The south's lontlsh bearing became
the more evidint lun contradistiiction
to thiat of the elegunt and courtéeous

N ELBE A
A SES
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LOOSENING MOHEAUS PAST STIFFENING
FINGELS FROM THEIR DEATH GHIP,

gumbler, and., with banging lip, he
fell back. overnwed by the sllent but
compelling mustery of onste,

His pirent, however—a
srawling. malarfnl  gentlemnu—wns
cust In & more determined and heroie
mold. “Yuh all be the gambler they
call Cameo Kirhy," be exclaimed,
poluting a threatening finyer.  “\We
seen yulh all come from the dnelln’

onks. an® we nll have Just couie from |

there, Yuh all hnve killed an unaried
mnn an® we nll nre goin® to bave yub
wall up for murder”™

“Ay dear sir,™ replied Eirby, ar
“you all's Inten-
Ctlons speak well for you all's respect

for Justice, but 1 assure you all there

I8 some mistake The gentleman 1 had
the good forrune to kill entirely merit-
o lis end, Moreover, be was not un
armed. but mude an earnest and slo
gere offort to settle e all, [y short,
ours was a faie and hooora ble meeting,
METEerY are Dot probibited

*Themn big words aod makin’ fun ot

: Iw Inngwidge dop't clnge the case,”
‘| sald the Turmer grimiy,

| seen yub
aifs victlio with wy 1wo eves #n’ so

| dig my boy and a 1ot others Fe didnt

Bave no weapon of uuy kind, sn' that
you, Mr. Kirby, su’ yuloall Koow iL”

© “The devll it k> replied Kirby.
"'[ﬂ ure the victim of n lli!llllmxt

mulﬂl my

strlongy. |

we kin prove. Lyuehin' i ton good for |

Mm, and I'm evidently tbe victio i

"those days IFuch law was only too
vepmmon, and be kpew what to expect
at the mnds of an Infuriated, Ignorane
and nopreasoning wob  And i the pres.
eut wmstance wll expinnation would

A FIELOR STREUGOGLE ENBUED.

prove futlle, for mob rule Is not Inflo-
enced by Judgmeut, and bhe was al-
rendy o dog with a bad oawe. They
would hang bim first and loguire loto
the merirs of the cose afterward. If
possible prompt and iguominious dight
was his only sulvation.

True to his class, Kirby's opponent
possessed some knowledge of wres-
tling, but was jotnlly iguoraunt of even
the rudiments of pugilism, and the
younger mun confined bis elforts to
frustrating tripping nttacks while at
the same time striving to free bls pin-
foned right arm, This it length be suc-
coeded in dolng. A viclous wrench, a
clever feint, n smashing nppercut, and
the malarial gentleman went down on
his baek, while Kirby, waving an airy
udien o the now advaveilng army of
yelllng pursuers, took olmbly ;to his
heels,

But, fleet and long winded runner
though be was, cupture wus ool thus
to be lghtly outfooted. The cry of
“Onteh the murderer!™ s inlinirely
more potent thun thar of “*Stop thier!
and pursuers were multiplying o bis
track at mo alarming fate, addiog at
every step fresh runpers to their
ranks.

* On sped Kirby, every wvarlety and
cluss of humauity at bis beels. Ooce
or twice his way was barred by some
energetic and inqguisitive oewcomer,
but u clever dodge or a well direcred
blow 1eft him to awell the ever Invreas.
ing army of lmpoteuts in the rear. No
fox doubling and redoubling on his
tracks while in full view of the pack
owned w more keen delight w thus
stuking ancumen and agility agaiost
overwlhelming odds than did the young
gambler. By now the elty proper had
been gained, and the pursued, dashing
sround the first opportune corver, be
came lost to his pursuers.

|  Kirby found himself in a qulet side
atreet llned with aristocratic. fat lit-
tle red brick bhouses whose drawing
"room bulconles were lttle more than
n mun's beight from the side path,
Le vaguely realized that he was lo the

l

cAMED KIRBY READT TO DO BATTLE WITH
MUNEAU, ]

Jie 3

heart of New Orleans' ola Trenrn
guarter. The street was not very long,
and he did not know to where It led
Owing to the early hour the shutters
of the bouses were still closed, but
one house seemed to be an excep-
tlon, for his qulck, searching eyes
noted ou his right a half open draw-
Ing room window with its gently flap-
ping curtain.

He had dropped into a quick wnlk
in order to gain a much needed hrenth—
ing spell, but pow as the bie and ‘ory
of his persistent pursuers became more
Ingistent be agnin broke Into a run.
In a few moments they would turn the
corner and sight their quarry. Almost
at the same Instant unother chorus of
erles came from the far end of the
street toward which Kirby was has-
tening. He Incontinently bailted, real-
izing that the enemy, famillar with
the neighborhood, had divided its army
and sent one contlngent around his
flank to head him off. He wasstrap-
ped, for It was impossible to advance
or retreat. Louder and louder sovuded
the cries from front and rear. Anp-
other minute and the short street
would be choked with the meeting
mobs.

Without besitation nor caring where
it would lead. Kirby accepted the des-
perate and solitary chance that was
offered him. Hastily returning to the
house with the open window and as-
vending Its steps, be leaped high in
air, caught the overhanging boleony,
drew himself up, leaped over the elab-
orately scrolled railing aod. pushing
aside the gently bellying curtalns,
stepped qaletly Into the room.
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[To nE coNTINUED.]

City and County
Brief News

Japalac, varnish stains, nnseed ol
it Burnaugh & Maytield's

J. T. Bircher made a businesg trip
0 Loatine, Thursday.

Plumbing, plumbing fixtures, pipes
and fittings, ¢t Keliner's,

A, R. Murray returned Thursday
rom a business trip to La Grande.

Rollien Ddckerson, principal of the
Joseph schools, visited the summer
rormal Wednesday,

All phone orders for bus to and
from depol promptly attended lo.
White Front barn. Home phone. 97

J. D. Cornelison of La Grande rg-
turned home Thursday aller a fow
days visit with his [alheriniaw, J.
A. Bookout,

Joa Clemons, game warden of Wal-
wown and Undon countles, went out
‘o Higin, Friday, on officlal businesa.

Doors and “windows and all kinds
of buklders hardware at Keltner's.

Mr, and Mrs, McKnelly went to
Hot Lake, Friday, for a brief so-
journ, Mr, MecKnelly is the New
York Life agent who hag been work-
Ing in this county for severnl weeks.

Mr, and Mrs, A. R, Blavens of
Portland, who are here vialting Mrs,
3lavens' sister, Mrs, 0, M, Corkins,
and family, went to Wallowa, Thurs-
day, for a few days stay,

“Little Jokér” sguirrel traps kills
aundredo. Try i, Price 350 ocents.

Mrs. T, M, Henderson and child of
Pendleton, returned home Thursday,
after n visit with her father, T. B.
Xells of Joseph,

C. R. Bberhard,
U, 8, land office at La CGrande, who
ans been camping at the lake with
his family, was in town Friday greet-
Ing his many friends;

Dr. W. L. Nichols, osleopath, suc-
cessor (o Dr, Moore, has office houra
all day Tuesday, Thursday and Sat-
urday, In Enterprise, Office over
the bank, ¢« Blad

8, Cray and family and Mrs, Wil
son went to Lostine Friday to at-
tend the funeral of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Olark's seven-ysarold daugh-
ter Margaret, who dled early Thurs.
day momning after an ilness of two
weeks, 1

Something new—Kirsh curtaln roda
and portier poles for the first time
in Enterprise. Come in and see
them at F. 8 Ashleys,

W. B. Hambellon & Son h“a
sought the Red Froat blacksmith
thop of G. H, Veal and meopened
the same. This 1s one of the ‘best
known shops in the counly, and Mr,
Hambelton's proficlency in his trade
‘% equally well known. He asks and
will no doubt recedve his share of
the work,

RE D.'Wodhll came In from Unlon
hurm oh a business (rip.

[tems

receiver of the,




