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CHAPTER IIL
OLONEL JACQUES GAS.
PARD DESCHAMPS MO-
REAU, to give him his rull
title, dolng all things thor-
onghly. as befitted one of lils honoruble
churncter, was not satistied with, as he
thought, disposing of Kirby's pbysical
existence, but considered It his pleas-
urnble duty to effectually ruin what-
ever little reputntion bad survived dur
Ing the other's downward career,
Kirby, presumably fatally wounded.
had been carried ashore by Bunce ut
the next landing, and, in those doys
shooting and stabbing affruys emauat-
ing from card games belng only too
common, but little attentlon had beep
paid to the affalr. Cameo Kirby was
notorions the length of the river, and
such an abropt and tragic termination
of hls career had not only been fre-
quently and cheerfully predicted, but
wis, moreover, expected of all such
members a8 graced his questlonable
professlon, Indeed, for them a sober
and respectable death would have been
consldered bad form. Among the gam-
bling profession there existed a certaln
code, which In a manner served to link
those nt the top, who, llke Kirby and
Bunce, wooed fortune honestly, to the
Morean type, graclpg and dlsgracing
the lowest rung io the gamblers' soclal

Indder, Tuls code, If so It may be
termed, wus an understanding to the
effect that In no instance, howeyer

great the provoention, should the law
be Invoked Wrongs, fapcied or au-
thentle, were (o be redressed solely by
the bearers thereof. the jolnt otfice of
Judge and executioner being vested o
each separate and distinet Individunl,
o view of this accepted understand.
Ing, Larkin Bunce bhad accordingly
made no wentlon. of the fuet that a
probable murder had been committed,
and, the pussengers and steamship offi-
clals dismissing It as a gamblers' quar-
rel, which was nooe of thelr affale, no
stigmn or notorlety was attached to the
good Colonel Moreaun, who, clalming to
be an old and wvalued friend of Mr
Raodall, had gone to the latter's state-
rootn and bragenly assnmed charge of
the body.
was too pitifully true, for the old plant.
er hind effectonlly ended his [ife.
Amain referring to Colonel Moreau's
happy faculty of doing all things well,
it was quite characterlatic that to com.
plete his revenge ngainst Cameo Kirby.
he pow did oot hesitate to assume
charge of Mr. Randall's body, did not
besitute to meet the son of the man
for whboge death he had been directly
gnd shamefully respousible, for young
Tom Randall bad ridden over to the
Plaquemine lnnding In order to greet
his father, while over at the old home
stead nll was bustle and excitement In
honor of the muster's homecoming,
Anxtously Tom Randall walted to
see the Jovial and well known figure
of lils father march down the gang.
piank, walted to catch @ gllmpse of
the familiar and weather beaten green
portmantean which the planter always
carrled The moments passed. Other
and npumerous passengers  stepped
ashore, to be eagerly welcomed and
clalmed by thelr own, but John Ran-
fiall was not among them. A curious
ind seemingly pregoant hush had suc-

cepded the landing of the freight, ard
off somewhere in the darkness o child
whimpered sheilly, The boy's uerves
were sot on edge. Pertaps his father
was having # furewell talk with the
cupwin and would come dashing out
at the lost moment with all bis old dis-
regard for time und pince, It was tline
the bell wns clanglng, the signnl for
backlng away, for by now the landing
of passengers and freight appeared to
oe terminated.  And still oo John Ran-

dall, The boy wilked slong the string.
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Bunce's laconle statement.

Professionafﬁf) ectory_

plede Ot e Texas dedk came [le
tiore prominently into view, the glow |
from the open windows of the port
stuterooms silbouetting the lean vis
aged pilot, absolure monurch of his
renlm, who oow that un easy strefch
of the river had been entered loafed
nbout while his cub took the wheel
“lisllo, on board the Shotwelll"
shouted young [Rundall, looking up at
the pliotbouse. “ls that you, Mr. Blx-
by? ‘This is Tom Randall, Do you
know If my father s on bourd? We
were expecting bim by your boat, siv”

!

For reply Mr. Bixby, usuoully the
pattern of courtesy, offered 8 memo-
sylnble atfirmative and turned from

the window
But voung Randall bhad no time to
aurse his gtilek resentment, for now,

“THE SOOUNDNREL HAS ALRHADY PAID FOR

r WITH H1s LIFR"
ut last, his fatber hod come ashore,
horng on the shoulders of two roust-
nbouts, while the captain and otficers
stood with bared beads and thankfully
left the unwelcome task of explaining
the tragedy to the amlable and williug
Colouel AMoreaw.

“My boy)' suld the latter, now Iny-
Ing o fatherly hand on young Ran-
dall's heaving shoulder, *although I |
am @ strasger to yoh, suh, 1 bhave
ventured to nssuine temporary control
of this terrible affalr, fob | am a
gouthern gentleman, 48 was Mr. Ran
dall, and 1 feel bound te yob all by
the ties of sympathy and country. 1
was a witness, suli, to the events
{ which preceded and prompted this out-
rige, and, although | am aware It Is
put poh satisfuction, still It ls some-
thing to know that the scoundrel who
was Instrumental in causlug yoh poh
futher's death has already pald foh
It with his Ufe, My name, suh, ls
Colonel Morena, and If 1 can be of
any further service to yoh all in this
dark hour of wibalation pray com-
wand me, sub, As an old soldler 1
| beg of yoh to meet this calamity with
| the fohtitude of a Christian gentle-
man,” with which admirable and plous
adjuration the good colonel fdourished
his bandkerchlef and helped himself
to a generous ploch of soufl,

*1—1 thayk you. Colonel Moreau, for
all you have done’ sald young Ran-
| dall stonlly, looking on the huddied
thing at his feet. “You—you sny you
witnessed my fother's death?”
| “Not exnctly, suh, foh be shot hime
| solf In his stateroom. However hard
| to bear, 1 think yoh should know who
|
|

and what prompted his death. The
geoundrel, sub, wns the notorlous
Cameo Kitby, of whow, perhaps, yoh
| hoave heard™

Young Randall ovodded dully, and
Morenn, entering into the spirit of the
| tale, continued: “I fohmed an acquaint:
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.by sthinply. ~“The moment 1 lénfn Mk

ance, suh, with yobh poli” fther when
he came aboard at New Orleans, He
conflded to every one that he had sold
his sugar erop foh ten thoussnd and
had the cash with him, and he was
in mighty high spirits because he was
on his way back hoine to see his chil-
dren., Poh gentleman! As delicately
as 1 enn 1 must state that he was not
qulte himself, and by that, sub, | mean
that he bad been Imbihing a lttle ‘too
freely, 1 don't have Lo tell yoh, sub!
that there are certnin eharacters on all
the big bonis who keep a pretty sharp
lookout fol gentlemen with money who
are io the conditlon yoh poh rather,
vith, was [n tonlght, and 1 expect there
was more than one river gaumbler on
board who would have llked to get hils
hands on Mr. Randall. But the one
who got lilm was the slickest and elev-
wrest of the lot. the Cawmeo Kirby
whom | bhave mentioned. This rascal,
sul, Inveigled yoh poh father Into a
private stateroom, plied him with moh
llquor apd won from bhim pot only all
his money and personnl effects—even
fneluding a miniature of yob dead
mother, sih—but also a deed to lils en-
tire plantation and all his slaves, every-
thing which be owned. | was too late
to save Mr. Randall, but | knew Kirby
by repute, and 1 was so screnmingly
outraged by the whole affalr that ) de-
nounced him fob the jow scoundrel
e was, Thereupon he drew on me, bul
| was the quicker and shot him down
Ilke a dog, They earried him ashore,
anb, at the landing below this, and the
viver 18 cleaner foh his death."

“Yon have taken vengeance out of
my hands,” sald young Randall un-
steadily. “The coward and villain!
For n stronger, sir, the attitnde which
gon have displayed toward my famlly
hus been most considerate, and 1| will
never forget it. The—the hospltality of
a house' ln wourniong"—

“No, no, my boy," Interrupted Mo-
renu, aguin employing his fatherly
band. 1 nm sensible of the bhouor,
but | eouldo’t think of I This is a
time when yob all must wish to be
anlone, and business calls me north. |
merely stepped ashore in yoh Interests
ns any geutleman would hove done.
There goes the bell, nnd | must run
for it. Honored, sub. to bave mnde
yoh acqualntance, though of co'se -1
deeply deplore the pecessity which oc-
casloned it. | will venture to ‘pay my
regpects to yob family when | return
south, and pruy command me In any
oecaslon yob mny have. Yobh servant,
sul” And with n maguniticent bow
the colonel turned and raced for the
gangpliok, bonrding the Shotwell with
a leap that stinmed his fifty odd yenrs.

Mesanwhlle Comeo Kirby, n bullet
through his right lung, was making a
desperate battle aguinst death. fight-
ing for the life which he had consld-
ered lttle berter than worthless, ln
his efforts he was materially assisted
by the crude but faithful Bunce, his
gnmbling partner, with whom he bad
played up aond down the- Mississippl
for years. For two weeks this com-
bat raged, Kirby hovering between life
and death, bot at the end he emerged
triumphant as, over the gawming table
when the odds were as bheavily agalost
him, be bud emerged from many a
hotly contested cantiiet.

To those who judged Kirby's charac.
ter from the evil reports which gossip
had spread concerning him aud to oth-

ers who, In thelr righteous Ignorance, |

condidered all ganmblers legitimate chll-

dren of the devll bls remarkable re- |

covery would bave been sccepted mere-
Iy as another proof that the evil one
favors his own, that the mills of the
gods grind slowly, that justice s biind
nud that a scoundrel Is ditienir to KL,
together with many simllar anclent
and redoubtable muxims which lgno-
eanee, and self rlgbhteousness love to

The Extremes. !

“Lot's see, we soletines call & man
8 Junuh, dou't wer"

“Yes, wheo be brings disaster.”

“That's the luumdy thing about It
The orlgival Junub was a prophet,
while the wodern Jonuh 18 8 loss"—
Doston Trauscripr,
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Sodething new—Kirsh curtaln ods
d portier polea for the fimt time

then at F. B, Ashlays,

orders to Ha

Brothors Paluts, s
Phone ke cream and candy

distribote on every Htting oconsion.
Anonyg possessors of the last men:
tioned atiribute BEugene Kby was
regarded as a black sheep who, re-
ligiously avolding the whitewash
brush, was deewed beyond redemp-
tion. for whit mwan worthy of the
pame would bave weted as bhad the
Jast of the Kirbys? What If he had
been but fifteen when his father died
a bnnkrupt?  What if° e hod been
left nn orphan, u paoper, with ne im.

medidte relntive to care how he acted?
Wasn't the herftage of an ancient and
hoporable name, the knowledge thot |
gome of the oldest and best blood In !
all the south Sowed in his velns, |
enough to keep him strojght? Most

assuredly [t was, There was abso-
Jutely ‘no excude for his drifting in
with wild und dissolute cowmpunions,
becoming n common river gnmbler and
rendering notorvlous and obnoxions a
name which hud hitherto been the
synonym for honor aod integrity.

Kirby bnd been kept In lgonorance
of Mr. Randall’'s sulclde, but when at
fength he becime convalescent Lar
kin Bunre, nrking back to the events
of that mwemorable alght, Informed
him, and the fuvalld, on his part, re-
counted the oceurrences preceding
Colonel Morean's precipitation of the
“honorable” combat,

“The news of Mr. Randall’s death is
n great shoek,” he added, greatly mov-
ed. “"He was my father's friend..
Bunee, and when the devil played
havoe with our affuirs did all in his
power w be of assistunce, Bur for

L
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| ey and prefors to stuy I the rear
| By rights be ought fo get the same

_Collections made, Real Estste
. s at) boibats.

‘Oukes carrdes & full Mas of Lqﬁf.

Prompt dellvery. |

“PLL SCAHE UF A PRAVER OK TWO POR
JACK MORRAU'S SOUL."

my great pride | would have uccepted

I his offer of guardion snd, under his

supervision, | bope, wonld have been
6 credit to the name Instesd of the
disgrace 1 pm."

“Now, you quit these here postmor. |
tems,” remonstrated Bunce good na |
wuredly, but firmly, “You don't call me
n disgrace. do you? And ain’t 1 your
uld side partner? Bosh, If you play
the gnme straight | guess there's lots
of worse ways of muking n Uving thin
gumbling. The sawbones sald a lot
of. rest was coming your way, so just
tarn over oo the other side and for
get It”

*“No, | ean't, Bunce. Doa't youn re
1 allge the positlon in which | am placed
{ by AMr. Ruudall's death? 1 hold a deed
Cto Wis entire plantntion, and 1 must
!ulgu n release without delay. What
| If 1t should ever be thought that 1 en:

tered the gume in earpest. with the
ld&lilx-mle iutention of robhing Mr.

dall? Yon know my reputation,”

be added bitterly, "nnd how eusy It Is
for a dog to earn a bad name. Bring
me pen and Ink at once, Larkin, If yob
for 1 won't bave a moment’s

peace untll I sigo that paper.” !

Propped up on the plllows and sup-
ported by the silll grumbliog Bunce,
be wrote the following:

1 herchy surrender the absolute possos-
slon of all the property herain deseribed
to the child or children o1 John Handall
s EUGENE KIRBY.

“There!” he exclnimed  “Now | feel
petter, and there Is no chance of my
old peighbor's children belng dofrand
ed out of thelr inberitunce.” _
~ “Yot worry n heap more about them |
than yourself,” observed Bupce, “and
there’s o call for 1. Even if they |
kuew. you lad got this: deed gou're
reckoned as a dead man by evershody,
I heard from one of the boys thut Mo-

Ind. phone reau had skipped jo Mexico, but you
:ﬁ g | know how the river calls, and he'll an- | The Intowing river tins a limited vol-

swer sooner or later. When the fine |
‘old bucko does verurn don't be fool |
0 to glve bim another chance at
k, for he's a painfully modest

i

your

H

dose he gave you. and I'd do it for the
1

y Ing:
(surronudiogs  at

' alds digestion.
| process of digestion furnishes a beauti-

Morenu bas returned yoti may arrange
n meeting for us, You can leave the
rest to me."

Bunce nodded. *“1 guess there ain't
any one who could get the better of
you, Gene, face to face. | ain’t much
of & hund at the gospel, bat I'll scare
up o prayer or two for Jack Moreaa's
sonl'

{To RE coNTINUED.}

Making Life Safer.
Everywhere life Is being made
more safe through the work of Dr.
King's New Life Pllls in constipa-
tlon, billousness, dyspepsia, indiges-
Uon, liver trouble, kidney diseases
ind bowel disorders, They're easy,
but sure, and perfectly bulld up the

nealth, 25¢ a1 all drogglsts,

Respond to Blue Eyes.

“Firery little w hile physiologists come
o the front wiil seow edventage: g
vriting to people who have blue eyes,*
sild the elty salesman. “Well, | dis-
covered n polot that they bhave pever
mentioned. A Jeweler told me, He ls
mitpuger of the fewelrs department of
a1 blg store. 1 applivd te Bim for n
<ltudtion for my wife's cousiy,

*"*What’s the color of her eyes? he
1sked.

*'Brown, 1 sald.

**Bring ber down and T will inke n
wol at ber,” be suid, "bot 1 am afrald
the won't do. People with 4 certaln
nbude of bDlue eyes ke the best jew
elry sulesmen,  Muany customers who
buy Jewelry wiot sowme opg to try i
m so théy can get the eect of the
stones when worn, There is something
tbout deep bloe eyes thut Lrings out
the best Hghts lu wost Jewels. Tuke
potlee and you will tnd that two-
fhirds of the Jewelry salesmen In New
Yourk bhave blue eyes.”"—New York
Clwmes,

Stingy Quesn Boss.

Every ous who ever -ud anything
for Queen Hess seeins W buve beeo
eft with # bad debt op ks books, So
we Hud ao opfortusate Jobn Couley
writing to Sir Robert Cegll thuat for
the lust two years he bad been sultor
for €100 for “beeves for the army™ and
complalning that “unlesa some order
be tnken | shall be undone' Sir Ed-

| ward Hustyongs. after spending his life

in serving the gqueen, bud to pawn his
wife's jewels and beg ber majesty “to
bestow svwething upon me In this my
latter uge.” So badly was the fleet
that bedt the armada provisioned that
Francls Drake had to selze at Plym-
outh ninety bags of rlce, and the un-
fortunate owoer, after ten years'
wiiting, was refused payment. “rice
biring an extraordionry victoal oot al-
lowed for the nuvy." Nordid common
soldlers fare better, The chief anxie-
ty of all Eliznbeth’'s ministers ooght
In ber view, to have been how Lo save

| most money.~London Telegraph,

Eating For the Love of It
Pawlow bas given eplrureanism In
eating strong scientifie support, and

| many of Horace Fletcher’s ideas find’

orthodox justitication. The first rule of
dietetle conduct, accordlug to Fletcher,

I8 to ent only when one is hungry and
1o eat only the things from which one

nnticipates enjoyment. He also teaches

[that one must ear in the way that

gives the grestest sensual pleasure—
that is, by thorongh chewing and tust-
filso serenity of mind. pleasant
a meal. congeninl
friends, plensurable conversation—in
fact, everything that adds vo enjoyment
lu other words, the

ful Hiustration of the tnffuence of wind
upoth wtter, ‘I'be insplring stimulus
is pot mechanical, but psychic. The
preliminury-esseutial to the orderly as
similation of food I8 the keeu desire
for it.—McClure's Magazine,

A Paradoxioal River,

On the Africun sbore, vear the gulf
of Aden and counectiug the lake of
Assal with the maln ocean, may be
found one of the most wonderful riv-
ers In the world. \ This curiosity does
not tlow to but from the ocean toward
ininnd. The surface of Lake Assal

[ itself I8 uearly 700 feet below the

mean tide. and It s fed by this para-
doxical river, which fs about twenty-
two miles In lengzth. It Is highly prob-
nble that the whole basin which the
Ingoon partly fllls was once an arin
of the sea which bécame separated
therefrom by the duning of loose saund,

ume. being fullest. of course, at high
fide. and bas Olled the basin to smeh
an extent that evaporation and supply
exactly bulapce vach other. ¢
An Even Score.
“What l& your objection to him,
"

“Why, the fellow can't make enough
money to snpport yow'
*Bun ueliaer can you*

In a Maori Wooing House.
Among the Maoris somethoes In the
whare matoro (the woolng house), a
boflding In wblch the youvg of both

gexes nassembled for play, SODES,
dances, ete., there would be at stuted
tmes 8 meeting. Whet the fres burn-
ed low a girl would stand up lo 1he
dark and say: *i love Sonud-so. |
want him for my busbund.” If be
conghed (sign of assent or sald “Yes™
it was well; If only dead slience, she
covered ber bead with ber rube aod
| was ashamed. ‘This wis oot oftep, as
| she geoerully bhad mavaged to ascer-
| ain eitber by ber own inguiry or by
| sending a girl friend If the proposal
| was neeeptable. On the other band,
{ sometimes 1 mother would attend dnd
| sy, 1 want Scound-so for my son.”
| If not acceprable there was generally
| mocking. and she was toid to let the
young people bave their house (the
woolog house) to themselves,
Pepys and the Comet.

On Dec, 21, Tood, Pepys, the diarist,
records, "My Lord Sunndwich this day
writes me word that he bath seen at
Porismouth the comwt and says It is
the wost extraordinary thiog he ever
saw.” Agalp, three days later, be
writes, "Having =at up all oight il
past 2 o'clock this morning, our porter,
belng appoluted, comes and tells us
that the bellmap tells him that the
star Is seen upon Tower hlll, wo | and
my boy 1o Tower hill. It belug 8 most
tine bright moonshine night and a
great frost. but no comet 1o be seen”
Later the same day, bhowever. Pepys
did see the comet, *which now, wheth-
er wornh away or no, | know not, ap-
penrs not with a tall, bm ooly Is lurger
apd duller thay any other star'—
Westminster Guzetie,

Education.

What sculpture is to a block of mar-
ble eduentlon is to a bumnn soul, ‘T'be
philasopher, the salnt dod the bero, the
wine, the good wnd the great man very
often iie bil'nod concedled In a plebe-
lan, which & proper educstion might
buve disiuterred and brought to light.
—Addison, *

Shakespeare's Handicap.

Mrs.  Montwwreney Smyihe — And
what were vou rending when | eame
fn, my denr? Shukespeare! Ab! What
a wonderful man! Aod (o thiok rhat
he wusn't exactly what une would call
a gentlemdn!- Lundun 'unch.

His Maternal Grandma.

A devoled father after a day's ab-
sence was met by bis two little sons.

“Hnve you been good boys?

Silence.

“Huve you been good boys?"

“No. papa: | called grandma a bad
;ofd." sild five-year-old. turning scap-

L.
| *1s It possible?
your grandma?

*1 called ber a human belng” .

The rather. with a mighty effort,
maintained hlg gravity and closed the
scene decorously. 1 must forglve you
for once, but remember if you ever call
your grandmorber a human belng agaln
I shall bave to spank youo."

What did you ecall

Stated a Fact.

“Do you see the horizon youder
where the sky seenis 0 meet the
earth

“Yes, uncle.”

“Boy, | have Journeyed so near there
that | couldn’t put a sixpeuce between
my bead and the sky ”

“Oh, uncie, what a whopper!”

“it's & fact, my ind. 1| hado't one to
put”—Peurson's Weekly,

An Unnecessary System.

“You oughit to tave a burglar alarm
system in your house,” suld the elec.
trical supply sagent. “so that you will
be awnkened Iif a burglar ralses one of
the windows or opens 8 dour at night.”

“No burglar can get in bere while we
are peacefully sleeplng.” replled Me.
Newpop. "We are weaning our baby.”
—Chicage Record Heraid.

Notable Exceptions.

Mra. Bloobumper-—Yes, everybody s
always ready to give advice.

Bloubumper—There are exceptiops,

“Are there?”

“Yes: doctors dand lawyern.,”

The lensons of life are lost If they do
not lmpress os with the necessity of
magiog ample allowances for the lm-
mature conciusions of others,

A Wild Blizzard Raging,
brings danger, suffering—often death
<o thousands who take colds,
coughs and I grippe—that tervor of
ol spring. Its danger sig-
up” nostrils, lower

;
i
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eripplug copgh.

as you value your life, don't delay
| getting Dr. King's New Discovery,
“One bottle curod me. writes A. L.
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