HIS RETIREMENT,

How a Famous Duelist Gave Up
the Practice.

By F. A. MITCHEL.

[Copyright, 1910, by Amerlean Press Asso.
clation. )

Count Andreas Menuerzek, a Hunga-
rian who had fought many duels, aft-
er having safely cowme out of his fif-
teenth eocounter determined to retire
from the field. On doing this he re-
solved to glve a banguet to those only
who counld prove that they had partici-
pated in at least five duels. Selecting
three of his friends, all of whom were
entitled under the condition to an In-
vitation, he asked them to examine
the credentinls of those who clalmed
the right to be present.

As 1 have sald, the count proposed to
retire after his fifteenth encounter.
Some sald that at his twelfth he had
ghown a lack of nerve, which was re-
peater and grew upon him in his sub-
sequent encounters, and that the rea-
gon why he Intended to retire way that
he dare oot continue in the feld. His
twelfth meeting wns with a mere boy
barely elghteen years old. The chal
lenge was sent with a statement that
the count hnd killed the challenger’'s
brother. Whether it was the youth of
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this his twelfth adversary or the cir-
cumstance of that adversary’s fighting
to avenge his brother or some super-
gtitlon no one knew, but Mennerzek
showed an extreme distaste for killing
the boy, Intending to pluk him, But
the youth fought so desperately that
the count was finally obliged to run
him through to save his own life. The
youth did not die, but it was sald that
he would never recover from his
wound.

All these facts and encounters were
the talk of Vieuna, aud never was
there so much luterest manlifested in
any fuoction as “‘the lmmortal’s" ban-
quet celebrating his retirement from
the field in which he had so long held
the most conspicuous place. For two
months the committee examined cre-
dentials, Among the applicants was
one woman. She bad been out only
once, but claimed that for a woman to
fight a duel with a man was equivalent
to the record of “the_ lmmortal"” him-
self. She declined to appear before
the committee, but sent a certificate
of a physiclan who had attended her
after her encounter in which she had
been wounded. The committee, all of
whom were gallant gentlemen, unanl-
mously voted to admit the applicant.

When the evening for the banquet
arrived Count Mennerzek received his
guests In ap anteroom communicating
with the banquet hall. He looked
about as If for some one and sald:

“But 1 have been told that I am to
entertain a lady. 1 dou’t see her.”

“She wrote, count,” sald one of the
invitation committee, “that since a
womau would be out of place smong
80 many men she would merely ap-
pear for a few minutes after coffee
is served.”

The host led the way Into the ban-
quet room and stood at lis seat ‘at the
Liead of the table flanked by a man on
his right who had fought the next
greatest number of duels—thirteen—
and on his left by one who had fought
the next nunmber—eleven, The others
were arranged In mccordance with
thelr records; One seat was not oc-
cupled—that at the end of the table
opposite the covnt. It was reserved for
the lady.

For three hours there wans the hum
of conversation, naturally about ;};a
while

men who had been adversaries. It
was siugular to hear them discuss In
a friendly way combats In which they
had tried to kill each other. Then
there were those who had fought and

\ been réconciled. Despite
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lJI.:: all the rest together did mot appear.
| Mennerzek, whose spirits were at the
highest, called out to the committee-
jman who had told him the lady would
| joln them at coffee to know why she
did not appear.
“1 told her. count,” was the reply.
 “that I could not name the exact time
coffee wonld Le served, but | thought
it wounld be at 12 o'clock. She wil
be here at thut bour."

There was something in this fight
Ing woman connected with the witch-
ing hour of night that added to the
zest of her expected entrance. A elock
resting on o mautel over a broad fire-
place marked the hour, and many were
the glances cast at it by the revelers.
When the hauds were near the hour
of 12 every face was turned toward
the door at which the guest would
enter. The count, who rat facing the
entrance, gave art order that the door
should be unlocked. This was done,
and the conversation gradually drop-
ped off until the elock struck 12, when
1t ceased entirely.

A few minutes after 12 the door was
thrown open by n servant, and the
lady stepped Into the apartment. Every
mian rose. -

The woman who was entitled to a
place among these duelists was about
twenty-five years old, of medium
height, a willowy figure and very dark
hair and eyes. She wore a cloak,
which she handed to the servant who
had admitted bher. 1t was evident thal
she hnd been beautiful and that her
beauty had been lost by sorrow, for
her face bore unmistakable signs of
bhaving suffered. She advanced to the
vacant chalr at the end of the table
opposite the host, and as she seated
herself the others resumed thelr chalrs,

Meunwhile the expression on the
count’s face changed to one of serlous
and eager curlosity, He was the first—
naturally the tist gince he wns the
Ingt—to speak.

“Your face Is famillar to me, madam.
May 1 ask where I have met you?"

The unswer came lcy cold:

“On the ficld. It's to my encounter
with you that 1 am entitled to the
hooor of a place among you here”

“Pardon me; 1 bave never fought a
womnn,"

“You fought one you thought to bea
beardless boy. 1 was that boy."”

The connt started. A slight pallor
overspread bis face. The woman con-
tinued: »

“The duel you fought before that.
count, wie with my husband the day
after onr marrlage, 1 offered my for-
tune to any man who would kill you.
One tried to oblige me, but lost his
llife In doing so. Then 1 felt that it
wns my own tline to act, Personating
the brother of this man who tried to
avenge me, | challenged you and was
carrled off the field, as It was sup-
posed, mortally wounded.”

There was a pause. The ciock on
the mantel ticked loudly in the other-
wise sllent room. Then the woman
continued: LYy

“As you see, 1 recovered. 1 was plan-
ning further effort to punish you for
your many crimes when 1 heard that
you were about to retire from the duel-
ing fleld. I secured an invitation here
In order that you might grace your re-
tirement with one more vietim. [ have
a proposition.”

The count continued to stare at his
only woman guest, but did not speak.

“Gentlemen,” continued the lady, “1
have no formal challenge for our host
I simply request that we be fornished
with pistols and that some one of your
number will give us a signal, We can
do 80 as we sit and with a large num-
ber of expert witnesses to see (rir
play.”

No one spoke for an few moments;
then the man on the host's right sald:

“Gentlemen, you hear the lady’s props
ositlon. It seoms to me that we are
in honor bound to nccord her the oppor-
tunity she asks provided our host con-
gents to her terms,”

“T will not fight a woman,” sald the
count, slmost with a groan.

*“You shall fight 8 woman."” said the
lndy, *“or 1 will post yon as a coward
all over the capltal.” :

All looked toward the count. It
seemed that he read the hand of fute
in the coming of this woman whose
life ie had wrecked. He sat Irreso-
lute, as If trying to make up his mind
what te do, whether to sacrifice her
or bimself. There were too many wit-
nesses for him to act any other part
than that of a man. He could not kil
a woman before them, especlally one
bhe had so Injured. If he did not kil
her she would kill bim. He must ae-
cept one or the olher of these alierna-
tives,

“Come, count,” sald his friend on
his rizht, “what Is your declslon?"

“Bring the pistols,” he replied In a
scarcely andible volce,

A smile of triumph lighted the face
of his adversary.

One of the guests who was to stand
a8 second-In an affair to come off in
the early moruing had a case of duel-
Ing pistols within reach. They were
brought. The count appointed one of
his goests to act for him, and the lndy
appolnted another to act for her.

But such action was superfluous.
The count knew that he wus doomed
and It mattered not whether he was
or was not 'properly served. As for
the lady, she cared not for her life
provided she could kill the man who
had slain her husband almost at the
very bridal.

The pistols having been examined,
one was handed to the count, the

A single shot rang out. The
count fell dead. Fiis weapon had not
been discharged.

Why the 'Present |
Cost of Living |
Is High. |

—
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By JAMES WILSON, Secretary of Agri-
ceulture.

HAT prices are higher now

than ever before is certain.

The American standard of

living is HIGHER THAN THAT
OF ANY OTHER COUNTRY
ON THE GLOBE, and that is
one of the rea-
sons why food
prices have been
forced up to such

an extent.
Too many are
engaged in the

business of distri-
bution. What we
need is MORE
FARMING. Too
many persons are rushing to the
cities, and not enough are staying
in the country. Too many are
TRYING TO GET ALONG
WITHOUT WORK, and not
enough of them are in the business
of producing something.

ONE MAN COULD DO THE DIS-
TRIBUTING WHERE TWENTY
ARE NOW ENGAGED IN IT. THAT
I8 THE REASON WHY THE COST
OF LIVING 18 HIGH AND EVERY
ONE COMPLAINING.

L

By Senator MOSES E. CLAPP of Minne-
sota.

CHE NEW TARIFF LAW HAS
COST AND IS COSTING
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN
INCREASED COST OF LIVING.

The thing STARTED WITH
THE TARIFF INCREASES
AND IS GOING ALL ALONG
THE LINE apparently.

Raise the price of one necessity
of life and the man who is com-
pelled to pay that increased price
must get more for what he has to
sell in order that he may pay it;
therefore it necessarily affects the
price of what he produces. He
must either TAKE LESS PROF-
IT OR ELSE RAISE HIS
PRICE.

By Professor J. R. KENNEDY of [llinols
University.

HERE is no mystery about
the increased cost of com-
modities. It is the result

of perfectly NATURAL AND
INEVITABLE CAUSES.

Food used to be cheap, largely
because land was cheaper. The
country is filling up, and the price
of land naturally rises and with
the cost of the food products it
produces. AS LAND COSTS
MORE TODAY THAN FOR-
MERLY, FOOD NATURALLY
COSTS MORE. It is the same
with ores,

IT COSTS MORE TO FARM TO-
DAY THAN FORMERLY. IT COSTS
MORE TO MINE ORES THAN TEN
YEARS AGO. THIS MAY BE
PROVED IN A HUNDRED WAYS.
AS A RESULT THE PRICES OF
THE PRODUCTS OF THE FARMS
AND OF THE MINES HAVE BEEN
GRADUALLY RISING.

L

By Senator JOSEFH L BRISTOW of
Ransas.

HE inecreased cost of living

is due to a COMBINA-

~ TION OF A HUNDRED

CAUSES. The chief is the tend-

ency to COMBINATIONS OF

MEN WHO CONTROL COM-

MODITIES and fix arbitrary
prices on them.

THE FARMER CANNOT COM-
BINE. THERE ARE TOO MANY
OF HIM, AND HIS CIRCUM-
STANCES DO NOT LEND THEM-
SELVES TO COMBINATION,

THE INFLUENCES THAT
COME BETWEEN THE FARM-
ERS AND THE CONSUMER
are responsible for that,

—
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By Senstor WILLIAM E. BORAH of
ldaho.

HAT high prices are world-
wide is conceded. That it

is true of articles affected
by the tariff and articles upon the
free list is easily proved. It must,
in my judgment, be considered as
due to a MULTITUDE OF
CAUSES.

We seem to be approaching a
time when we shall be importing
food products, and this is due to
the failure to FERTILIZE AND
KEEP UP THE PRODUCING
POWER of our lands and' the
failure to utilize the 25,000,000
acres of arid lands of the west.

No doubt the TRUSTS OR
COMBINATIONS have had an
unfavorable effect upon prices.
They have not only manipulated
prices, but by reason of these ma-
nipulations and by reason of their
controlling the market they have
discouraged live stock producers,
many of whom have gone out of
business, while others have de-
creased their flocks and herds.

R ®
By Senator CHARLES DICK of Ohle.

HE present TARIFF LAW
HAS NOTHING TO DO
WITH THE INCREASE

in the price of commodities or the
cost of living.

We cut the tariff on lumber in
two, but we are not getting it any
cheaper. What we
took off the Cana-
dian product is
added tothe price,
and we are not
Benefiting any.
We put hides on
the free list, but
shoes have not be-
come cheaper.
The tariff on sug-
ar was reduced 20 per cent, but the
price of sugar is no less, and the
sugar trust is putting the differ-
ence into its pocket.

Three things are to blame for
the increase in the cost of living—
the INCREASED PRODUC-
TION OF GOLD, which has rais-
ed the price of staple products; the
great INFLUX OF PEOPLE
FROM THE COUNTRY INTO
THE CITIES, making the de-
mand for food products greater
than the supply, and general EX-
TRAVAGANCE IN LIVING.

R ®

By BYRON W. HOLT, Vice President of
the American Assoclation For the Ad-
vancemant of Sclence.

ANY explanations, MOST-
LY FOOLISH AND IN-
CONSISTENT, of the
cause of high prices are given to
us. They tell us in scholarly lan-
guage that the real causes of rising
prices are monopolies and trusts,
the tariff, the growing scarcity of
land, the laziness and indifference
of farmers, speculation, corrup-
tion, high freight rates, population
outrunning production, too many
peaple in cities, cold storage, less-
ening supply, rising land values,
pure food laws, labor unions, the
greediness of “middlemen,” auto-
mobiles, bookworms, ete.

All advanees in prices when con-
fined to particular commodities or
to particular localities or countries
could perhaps be explained in or-
dinary ways. But no such expla-
nation will answer for a world-
wide rise of the general price level
such as has been occurring during
the last twelve or thirteen years.

THERE i8S AND CAN BE BUT
ONE CAUBE FOR SUCH AN AD-
VANCE—NAMELY, A DEPRECIAT-
ING MONEY UNIT OR STANDARD
OF-!AE-_U&

—

Count the Times a Horse Rolls.

To see n horse when out at pasture
rolling on the ground and endeavoring
to turn over on his back Is & common
sight, but how wmany people bave no-
ticed that In doing this be observes
an invariable rule? The rule is that
he always rolls over elther at the first
or third attempt—never at the second
| —and more than three attempts are
never made, In other words, If the

| borse succeeds fn rolling over at the | pever learned the name of the play.

A Bernard S8haw Criticlam,

Before fame came to him Bernard
Bhaw wrote dramatic criticisms for
the London Saturday Review. The
following sample s chuaracteristic of
the man:

“l am in a somewhat foolish posi-
tion concerning a play at the Opera
Comlque, whither I was bidden this
day week. For some reason I was not
supplled with a program, so that I

first try, well and good—that satisfies | At the end of the second act the play
him. But If the first attempt 1s & fall- | haq advanced about as far as an or-

ure the second one always ls. Then
he either rolls guite over at the third
| or gives it up, He never makes a
| fourth. If horses are rolling on slop-
| Ing ground they usually roll uphill
! This is more easy of explanation than
the strange custom regulating the
number of attempts. As to this no
adequate reason has ever been offered.
| Will those ingenlous people who tell us
why a dog turns around before Iying
down and why ducks walk bebind
each other In a string instend of
abreast explaln why a horse never
makes four attempts to roll over and
| never succeeds at the second?—Ex-
change,

Diseasas of Fear.

If you are afflicted with an unreason-
able fear of anything do not waste
time being ashamed of yourself; hurry
at once to n doctor, advises a writer
in Buccess Magazine, A writer In the
Dietetle an® Hygienic Goazette has

s complled a st of fear dlseases from

which it appears that everything, from

| screaming at mice to being afrald to
!'go home In the dark, 18 a well recog-
nized mental allment, The tramp L
in reality a sulferer from ergophbobia,
or fear of work, often complicated
with aquaphobia and sapophobla,
which make him shun the bathtub.
Biderophobla and astrophobla cause
timid ladies to go Into the closet when
it thunders and lightens, Any number
of people have cat and dog phobins,
Phantophobia is what you would have
if you were afrald of your shadow,
| while an all around unqualified cow-
ard might be called a phantophoblac,
The list is long and Includes every
buman wenkness except the actress'
horror of publicity.

A Upeful Pest.

Desplte the fact that the splder, next
to the mouse, Is most violently stimu.
Inting to feminine sensitivoness, It 1s
an insect of a very good character. It
feeds exclusively upon other freshly
killed insects, and they are the kinds
denounced by sanitary nuthorities, the
housefly belng Its favorite quarry
His service In reducing the numbers
of this pest Iz conslderable, becsuse
the spider I8 always busy, and he Is
present In countless numbers, says
Leslle’'s Weekly, The reason why be
{8 not more frequently seen Is that he
{s retiring In his habits and shuns hu-
min soclety quite as much as that
shuns him. He seldom bites anything
but food, and even when in self de-
fense he does assert himself the result
s no worse than 8 mosquito bite or a
bee sting. The touching story of “The
Spider and tuhe Fly" was evidently in-
tended to Invite sympathy for the fy.

Buttered Side Up.

One of the stories which Levl Hutch-
ins, the old time clockmaker of Con-
cord, N. H,, delighted to tell related to
the youth of Danlel Webster,

“One day,” sald the old man, “while
1 was taking breakfast at the tavarn
kept by Danlel's father, Danlel and his
brother Ezeklel, who were little boys
with dirty faces and soarly halr, eame
to the table and asked me for bread
and butter, I complied with thelr re-
quest, little thinking that they would
become very distinguisbed men. Dan-
fel dropped his plece of bread on the
sandy floor, and the buttered slde, of
course, wins down. He looked at it a
morient, then pleked It up and showad
it to me, saying:

“‘What a pity! Plense give me &
piece of bread buttered on both sides;
themr if 1 let it fall one of the buttered
sldes will be up.'"”

Comets of the Past Century.

During the nineteentb century 285
new comets were discovered as agalost
slxty-two o the elghteenth century.
The nineteenth century also beheld a
greater number of large and brilliant
comets than did its predecessor, The
finest of these were the comets of 1811,
1848, 1808, 1881 and 1882, In the year
1800 only one perifodienl comet was
known, Halley's. Now many are
known, of which at least seventeen
have been seen at more than one re-
turn to perihellon.

Alabama's Capitals.

When Alabama was o territory Its
eapital was at Bt. Stephens, In Wash-
logton county, The convention that
framed the counstitution under which
it was admitted lnto the Unlon was
beld in Huntsville, where the first leg-
fglature met in October, 1810, and the
first governor was Innogurated, Caba-
ba became the seat of government ln
1820, In 1820 the eapital was removed
to Tuscnlooss, and In 1840 it was again
removed, this time to Montgomery.

Didn't Want to Bes Much.

“What are you wearing that mono-
cle for?' asked the theatrical man-
sger. “You pald to see the show?"”

“Yes," replied the young man, “but I
can see all I want of this show with
the monoele.”—Yonkers Btatesman.

Caustie,

Bapleigh—The doctor says there's
something the matter with my head.
SBharp—You surely didn't pay a doctor
to tell you that!—Boston Transcript.

How Good He Waa
George—Do you think I'm good
enough for you, darling? Darling—No,

dinary dramatist would have brought
it five minutes after the first rising
of the curtain or, say, as far as Ibsen
would have brought It ten years be-
fore that event, Taking advantage of
the second interval to stroll out Into
the Strand for a little exercise, 1 un-
fortunately forgot all about my busi-
ness and actually reached home before
it occurred to me that I had not seen
the end of the play. Under these cir-
cumstances It would lll become me to
dogmatize on the merita of the work or
its performance. I can only offer the
management my apologles.”" — Every-
body's.

An Obliging Father.

A man who grew rich had a son of
whom he disapproved, and when the
son was married agalnst the father's
wishes the father made him an allow.
ance of $20 n week and sald that was
all he could have.

Awhlile later he waus dlscussing the
matter with a friend of his ploneer
days. “Do you think $20 n week is
enough for the boy?" he asked.

“Well" replied the friend judiclally,
“1 don’t know about that.”

“It's a darn sight more than we had
when we started in" argued the fa-
ther.

“Perhaps it 18" sald the friend, “but
you must remember that times have

changed. We used to dig clams for
our dinner,”
“By George,” sald the father, 1

guess I have been too severe with
bim! I'll be kinder in the future. I'li
buy him a spade and show him where
the clama are.''—Hxchange.

His Concillatory Way.

Mr. and Mrs., Pleckaway, although
really fond of each other, had frequent
quarrels owing no doubt to Infirmities
of temper on the part of both. Mr.
Plckaway wae telling his troubles to
his elderly maiden aunt,

“1 try to be as good a husband to
Bertha as 1 know how to be,"” he sald,
“but we don't seem to get along. It
takes so lttle to Irritate her, and when
she starts to scolding she never knows
whon to stop. Bhe takes offense, too,
at such little things."

“Then don't say those little things,
Joshun,” eald his aunt. “When she
I8 cross you must try to be concilin-
tory."

“1 am concilintory, Aunt Betty,” he
answered. “1 often say to her, ‘Ber-
tha, 1 know the utter usclessness of
trylng to reason with you, but will
you listen to me just a minute? and
she gets mad even at that''—Youth's
Companlon,

They Like Fat Girls In Tunis.

A Tanlglun girl has no chanee of
murriage unless she tips the scale at
200 pounds, and to that end she com-
mences to fatten when she is fifteen
years old. She takes aperients and
eats a great deal of sweet stuff and
leads a sedentary life to hasten the
process. Up to fifteen she Is very
handsome, but at twenty what an im
mense, unwieldy mass of fat she be.
comes! Bhe waddles, or, rather, undu-
lates, along the street. Her coslume s
very plcturesque, especlally If she be
of the richer clnss. Bhe is clothed
In filne sllks of resplendent hues of a
bright red, yellow or green and wears n
sort of conical shaped henddress, from
which depends n loose white drapery.
Turkish trousers and delnty slippers,
the heels of which barely reach the
middle of the feet, complete the cos-
tume.

Evolution of the Apple.

Appies are new in the economy of
the world's use aud taste. At the be-
gluning of the lust century few varle-
tles were known, and we can go back
in history to a time when aull apples
were little, sour nnd puckery—crab ap-
ples and nothing else, The crab apple
was and Is lo its wildness nothing but
o rosebush, Away back In time the
wild rose, with Its pretty blossoms
that turn to lttle red balls, apple fla-
vored, and the thorny crub bad the
same grandmother.

A Curious Error.

The Rev, Dr. Edward Everett Hale
told how a curlous error erept into the
translation of the Lord's Prayer [noto
the Delaware Indlun tongue. The Eng-
lish translator had ns an assistant an
Indian who koew English. **What 1s
‘hallow’ in Delaware?' asked the trans-
lator, The Indlun thought be suid “hal.
loo” and gave him the equivalent,
Therefore the Delaware version of the
Lord's Prayer reads, “Our Father, who
art in heaven, halloved be thy name."

As Corrected.

“Tommy,” sald the teacher to n
bright grammar class pupll, “correct
the sentence ‘1l kissed Jennle two
times.' "

“* kissed Jennle three tlmes,' re-
plied Tommy proudly,—Chicago News,

His Ad, Answered.

A man stopped at a newspaper office
on his way to the theater and placed
an advertisement for a boy. Half an
hour later one fell from the gallery
Into his lap.

Bimple.
“How do you keep your
sharp "
“Ensy enough,

*

1 hide it where my

loeorn. but you're too good for any wife can't find It."—Cleveland Plaln

other girl—lllustrated Bits,

s e m——

Dealer.
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