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CHAPTER XVIL

A RCSCUE IN THE NICK OF TIME,

ATER In that never to be forgotten

day Bud Halnes ventured back

to his desk In the committee

room, after first ascertalning
that Benator Laugdon would npot re-
turn. Some of the senator's papers
must be straightened out, and he want-
ed personal documents of his own,

The secretary regretfully, sorrowful-
Yr performed these final duties and
found himself stopping nt varlons in-
tervals to try to explain to himself how
he had been deceived In both the Lang-
dons, father and daughter. He had to
give up both. problems, To him nel-
ther was explainable, “I've known
enough renatord to know that I'd never
meet an honest one” he wmuttered.
“But as to women—well, there's too
much ecarefully selected wisdom In
their innocence to sult me.'

This eynle, new born from the shell
of the chronle Idealist that wns, std-
denly was disturbed in his ruminations
by a sound at the door. Looking up,
he saw Hope Georgla Langdon stand-
ing shyly, embarrassed, in the maln
entrance.

“Mr. Haines,” she sald timidly,

Bud jumped to his feet.

“Yes, Miss Hope Georgla.”

As the senator's younger daughter
came toward him he noticed that she
was excited over something, and for a
newly made cynie he took altogether
©0 much notlce of her youthful beauty,
her fresh, rosy complexion and her
danclng, sparkling eyes. The thought
occurred to him, “What a woman she
will make—If she doesn't imitate her
Bister!”

“I couldn't let you go, Mr. Halnes,
without telllog you goodby and letting
you know that,
no matter what
the others say, 1
don't think there
bhas been any-
thing wrong.”

Before Halnes
could reply the
young girl rush-
ed on excltedly.

“That's why I
came. [ know fa-

lina, won't like it
-l L

tmtnh:y“.’ wnol :na ' “T pouldn't Let you go.”
but I wanted to say to you that I don’t
think one ought to believe things
ngalnst one you've liked and trusted.”

“You think one ought not,” said
Halnes. “So do 1, but In this case
the proofs were very strong. What
are you golng to do when people you
can't doubt pledge their word 7

The girl tossed her head.

“Well, the only one's word I'd llke
to take would be the person accused.
I know I'm only a girl, Mr. Haines,
and I'm not grown up, but you've
made a mistake, Do try to clear
things up. Why don't you see father
and talk to him? Please do, Mr.
Haines.”

Little reallzing that the girl was
spenking In his own favor, for hLe
knew not the need for such spenking,
he belleved her to be defending her
futher. He grasped her hands im-
pulsively.

“You have grown up very much
since you cume to the capltal, haven't
you?" he sald. “And you are right,

Miss Hope. 1 ought to have known

even when the facts were against him
that your father counlidn't have been
really crooked. He can't be)’

Hope Langdon's face flushed indig-
nantly.

“Father crooked? Who sald so?
Who dared say that?" she exelaimed.

“Why, they told we he had sold out
on the Altacoola bLill. They sald he
was trying to make money on Alta-
coola. That's why I quit.”

The flame of anger stlll was spread
on the girl's face.

“They sald that!" she exclalmed.
“Then they lled. They sald you were
the crooked one, Why, father thinks
yun sold out on Altacocia. They sald
you were trying to make money on
that navy yard,"

““That! They sald I was crooked!"
Halnes falrly shouted. He rushed
around the desk and caught the girl
by both hands,

“1 see it bhe cried. *“I see 1It!
There's something I'm not Just on to.
You thought it was I; your father
thinks"—

“Of course,” exclalmed Hope, quite
as excited as be. *1 couldo't belleve
it. That's why I came back to get you
to explain. I wanted you to disprove

-

charge
“l should say I would,” cried the

g

pecretary. .

“[ knew it, I knew it! They couldn’t
mnke me belleve anything against you.
1 knew you were all 1 thought you.
Oh, Mr. Haines, prove you are that for

my"'—

Then Hope Georgla abruptly stop-
ped. Bhe bad lost lier hend and In
the enthusiasm of the moment had re-
vealed her real feellngs — something

stances, the girl wns the nrst to re-
cover and break the awkward sllence.

“Come to our house tonight, Mr,
Haines, There's to be a dinner and a

Hope Georgla Langdon, girlish and vi-
vacious.
muslcale, n8 you know, but that won't
matter, No matter who says no, 1
promise you that you shall see father.
There shall be an explanation.”
“Thank you, Miss Hope. You don't
realize all you've done for me,"” sald
Bud serlously. “It's a wonderful
thing to find a girl who belleves In a

man, You've taught me a lot, Miss
Hope. Thank you."
“Goodby, Mr. Halnes. Come to-

night,” she sald as she turned and bur-
ried away.

Dud Halnes stood looking after ber
thoughtfully.

“What a stunning girl she is! I've
geemed to overlook her, with the rush
of events—and Caroling” bhe murmur-
ed softly. “We never were such very
great friends, yet she believes In me.
What a beauty she Is!"

A messenger boy broke in on his
musings with a letter for Benator
Langdon marked “Important.”

“Guess I'm secretary enough yet to
answer this” he thought, tearing It
upen,
| “Great heavens!” he exclaimed as he
read It. “Here's the chance to get to
the bottom of this Altacoola proposl-
tlon. It's from Peabody."

Haines read the followlng:

Daar Benator Langdon—I am going to
| Philndelphia tonight. Urgent call from a
| company for which 1 am counsel, so 1
| probably won't be able to confer with you
regarding the commitiee’s cholee for the
naval base. But I know you are for Alta-
cooln and trust to you to do all you can

for that site. 1 of course consider the
matter definitely settled.

“Phis gitnation will enable Langdon
to bluflf Peabody and draw out of him
all the inslde of the Altucoola business
—ought to anyway. Guess some Gulf
City talk will smoke him out."
| Haines rushed out and across the
hall, to reappear lterally hauling In a
stenographer by the scruff of the neck.
“ITere, you, take this dictation—record

| time,” he cried:
Bez?ulor Horatlo Peabody, Louls Napoleon

Y:r:n golng to Philadelphia tonight, 1
know, leaving the report on the naval
base to me. I have just come on varlous
aspects of the situstion which mako me
incline very favorably toward Gulf City.
1 am looking into the matter and, of
oourse, shall act according to my best
judgment, That s what you will want
mo to do, I know. Bincerely yours,

WILLIAM H. LANGDON.

“I don't think Senator Peabody will

go to Philadelphia tonight,” Inughed

. Halnes grimly as
he addressed the
envelope, “and 1
think that when
the ‘boss of the
sennte' hurries
around to the
Langdon house
Instead there will
be more than one
kind of musie,
more than one
kind of food eat-
en—perhaps crow
—before the even-
ing s over.”

Selzing his hat,
Pud rushed to

the door to look up a messenger,

“It's all in Langdon's hands now," he
cried. “Here's where I resign my posi-
tion as United Btates senafor,”

‘Here's where I resign
€& senator,”

CHAPTER XVII.

THE CONSPIRATORSE OUTWITTED.
ENATOR LANGDON'S dinners
bad well won popularity In
Washington. Iuvitations to
them were rarely answered by
the sending of “regrets” He had
brought his old Mississippl cook from
the plantation, whose southern dishes
had caused the secretury of state him-
self to make the senator an offer for
the chel's services, “No use bidding
for old Genernl Washington,” sald the

penator on that notable occasion. “He
wouldn't leave my kitchen, :‘" even
to accept the presidency itself. Why,
I couldn’t even discharge him If 1
wanted to, 1 tried to Jet him go once,
glr. and the old general made me feal
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go ashamed of myself that 1 actually
cried, sir."

Peabody and Btevens were the din-
ner guests tonlght, as they were to con-
for afterward with Langdon und settle
on the action of the naval affairs com-

mittee regarding the naval base, The
three, belng a majority, could control
the action of the committee.

Senator Peabody had fioally post-
poned leaving for DPhiladeiphin until
the midnight train In order to be pres-
ent, he assured Lapgdon as the trio
entered the library. The glrls, Norton
and Randolph were left to oversee
preparations for the prominent Wash-
ingtonians invited to attend the musi-
cale to be glven later In the evening.

Carolina and Hope Georgla were In
distinetly different moods—the elder,
vivacious, elated over the bright out-
look for her future; the younger, cast
down and wearing n worrled expres-
glon, Norton and Randolph In jubilant
spirit tried to cheer her and, falling, re-
sorted to tnuuts about some imaginary
love affalr, i

The courage of the afternoon, which
had enabled lier to speak to Halnes as
she bad, was gone; girllsh fears now
swept over her as to the outcome of
the evening., Haines had not comé!
Was he really gullty nnd had promised
to come merely to get rid of her? Why
was he late? If he dld come, wounld
she be able to have her father see him,
as she bad promised? If she falled,
and she might, she would never see
this young man again,

“It 1 looked as unhappy as you,
Hope, 1'd go to bed and not discournge
our guesta ns they arrive,” Carolina
suggested. “Our floral decorations
alone for tonlght cost $700, and the
musleal program cost over $3,000, The
mos&t fashlonable folks In Washington
coming—what more could you want,
Fope? len't It perfectly glorlous?
Whby"'—

“Mr, Halnes is below, asking to see
Senator Langdon,” announced a sery-
ant, entering.

“Ob, I knew he'd come! I knew {t!
I knew It!" erled Hope Georgla In pure
ecstagy, clapping her hands,

The three plotters turned on the girl
in amaxement; then they stared at
each other.

“Mr. Halnes!" ejaculated Carolina.

“Halnes!" exclaimed Randolph, hur-
riedly leaving the room.

“Halnes!" sueered Norton. “We can
take care of him. The senntor won't
gee him."”

Carolinn caught the suggestion,

“Tell Mr. Halnes that S8enator Lang-

“I brought him back. Father will want
to sce him," satd Hope.

don regrets thnt be cafinot possibly
receive bim,” she directed.

“Carollna ™

There was o ring of protest and pain
In Hope Georgla's volce as she darted
out of the door after the servant.

“What's the matter with that girl?”
asked Norton, trylng to be calm.

Carolina shook her head.

“I don't know, Bhe's queer today. I
believe she Imagines herself in love
with Mr. Halnes."

“Aren't yon afraid she'll make trou-
ble?*
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The door reopened and Hope entered,
followed by Bud Halnes. The girl's
head was high; her chiecks were red:
her eyes glittered ominously.

“I brought him bLack, Caroling.” she
Bald coolly. "Father will want to see
him. 1 know there has been some
mistalke."

“Yea," supplemented Bud, “there has
been a declded mistake, nnd 1 must re-
fuse to acecept the word that eame to
me from Benator Laungdon.”

Carolina Langdon drew herself up in
her most dignified manpner.

“I'm sorry, Mr. Halnes,

st accept I she salkl.

“Bxactly," seconded Norton. “Sen-
ator Langdon entirely declines to re-
celve you.”

“I don't trust aanything you ey,
Congressman Norton, and 1 may sy
also that T recognize no right of yours
to Interfere in any affair between we
and the Langdon family.”

“Perhaps 1 can explaln my right,
Mr. Halnes," Norton sald coolly, step-
ping beslde Carolina.
had the pleasure of announcing to
Miss Hope Georgla Langdon my en-
gagement to Miss Caroling Laagdon.”

Haines, entirely unprepared for guch
a denouement, shot a searching glance
at Carolina. She bowed her head in
affirmation.

“So that's why you trled to ruln
mel" he cried. “You're both from the
same mold,” turning from Carolina
Langdon to Congressman Norton, then
back to the girl,

They stood facing each other when
Randolph Langdon returned. At sight
of Bud Haines he started, stopped
short a second, then came forward
quickly.

“Mr. Halnes, my father bas declared
that bhe will not see you, and either
you leave this house at once or I shall
call the servants.™

Bud looked at young Langdon con-
temptuonsly.

“Yes. I think you would need some
help,” he sneered, feeling In his velus
the rush of red blood, the determinn-
tion In his heart that had a few years
back carrled him through eighty yards
of struggling Yale football players to
a touchdown.

The senator's son drew back hils
arm, but the alert, confident look of
the New Yorker restrained him,

“Mr. Haines, in the south gentle-
men do not make scenes of violence
before ladles."”

The cold rebuke of Carolina cut Into
the sllence.

Halnes gtood In perplexity. He did
not know what to do or how to get to
the senator. It
was Hope who
came to his res-
cue.

“T'll tell father
you agp here,
I'' make him
comae, Mr.
Halnes, Heshall
see you."

With the alr of
a definnt lttle
princess she
started for the
door.

u “Hope, 1 for.

but yon
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bld yon dolng
“I'll tell father My, any such thing"
Hatnes s here.” exclufmed her
older sister, but the younger glrl pald
no attention. Randolph cauvght ber
arm.
“You shall not, Hope,” he cried.
Hope Georgla struggled and pulled
ber arm free.
“I reckon I just got to do what
| seems right to me, Randolph,” sle ex-
clalmed. “l1 reckon I've grown up to-
! night, and I tell you—I1 tell all of
' you"—she whirled and faced thewn—
 “there’s something wrong bere, and
| father 1s golng to see Mr. Halues to
. ight, and they are golng to seftie 1t.”
Norton alone was equal to the situa.
' tion, temporarily at least.
| *I'll be falr with you, Hope." he sald
. reassuringly, and she stopped in her
' flight to the hall door. “T'll take Caro-
,lina and Randolph in to see the gena-
‘tor, and we'll tell bim Mr. Halues s
here. Perhaps we had better tell the
| senator,” Norton suggested, beckoning

119 Carollua apd her brother, - “Let Mr.

“T have let1
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| Hitnes Wit pere, ang we wul make glvea

| the situntion clear to the senntor,' i
| “You'd better make It very elear,” | PYOVen very successful in cases of
exclalmed the younger girl, “for 1'm bowel compluint in ehildren wad
| golng to stay here with Mr. Maines nn- | When glven according to the pisdn
| tIl he has seen father.” (printed directions ¢un be relied upon
| The guilty trio, fenrful of this new  with pertect confllence, When redne
(tnd  unexplainable activity of Hope ' 4
!Uemrgia, slowly departed in search of
Senttor Langdon to muke n last des-
(Contlnuad next week.)

with water and sweetened 1y 13
pleasant to take, whioh s of groat
Importance when a medlelue musl he

(given to young children, Por sale
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While the Rev, Dr, Harrls was tem-

porurily In Washington he engaged to

speak at n Buuday school concert in You Might_A—s

Georgetown,  As It was u perfect dag |

he started early for a walk and qulet
Be Dead

preparation along the canal,

fe had |
lost his bearings when he came upon | e

a lad fishing In the canal and asked |

the nearest way to Georgtown. Then, |

the Ice belng amleably broken, he con-
tinued:

| “Are you catching many fish?”

|
“Some,” sald the boy, holding up a Not TO BC In Sty'le

string,
“DIA you know It wns Sunday 2" | AVE Your Letter
“Course!
"}elm’tl Illwlckml to fish on Bunday?* | Heads Printed
“H'm! It's snme fun as any day.” H
“But It 18 wicked, my boy,"ysull:lythe | on CIOt h FinlSh
elergyman, “Now, you were good | Bond in the Latest
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enough tp dimect me on my way, let me
YouArein Style

trect you, Come, walk along a llitle

with me, and 1 will tell you about the
BEAUTIFUL TINTS
ENVELOPES MATCH

AS

way to heaven™
“Oh, g'win—the way to Leaven!
Why, you didn't even know the way |
to Georgetown!™
i
The Cause.
The water plpes are frozen tight,
And father's In diagrace.
He swears thut évery one will know
He couldn't wash his face.
=Dutroit Free Proas,

Red Front Livery and
Feed Stable

First Class Accommodations
Best of Hay and Grain o

oxk srock sovrn or W, A, MOSS, Pl‘ﬂpl‘iBtDl‘

HOTEL ENTERPRISE

Successor to Boswell  Son

MAIL AND PASSENGER
STAGE LINE

Wallowa. Appleton, Flora to Paradise,
MONDAYS WEDNESDAYS und FRIDAYS; and

Fron Paradise, Floraul Appleton h Wallowa,
TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS

Good sccommmdations, eourtcous treatment
Leaves Wallows sl 0 & m.

E. W. SOUTHWICK, Proprietor.

nnd  reasonnble rates,

LS S R L L L L LR L LI T T LD L LR SR LT LA L T T T ar r wr e

MILLIONS OF
t
k:

MONEY

AT LOWEST RATES. ON EASIEST TERMS.
Wm. Miller & Brother,

SUITE 204, Wallowa National Bank Building,
| Enterprise, Cregon.

l S dadl o s i Lo d e e L Dt S L TR ST R R R T T A Y




