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(CHAPTER X Continued.)

*1 know how to stop those rumors,
for I'm wmure it's Peabody's work, he
thinking Langdon will hear the talk
and mistrust me,” began Halnes, when
in came Benntor Langdon himself, his
face beaming contentedly. Little did
the junior senator from Mississippi
renlize that he was soon to face the
severest trial, the most vital crisis, of
his entire life.

Cullen responded to the senator’s
cheery greeting of “Mornin’, every-
body!"

“Senator,” he asked Cullen, “my pa-
per wants your opinlon on the ques-
tion of the election of senators by

“That concerns future senators.”

popular vote, Do you think the sys-
tem of electing senators by vote of
state legislatures should be abolish-
eanm™

The Misslssipplan cocked his head to
one side.

“I reckon that's a question that con-
cerns future senators and not those
already elected,” he chuckled.

_Halves laughed at Cullen, who
thrust his pad Into his pocket and hur-
rled away.

“It 1s today that 1 appear before the
ways and means committee, isn't ity
Langdon querled of his secretary.

“Yes,” said Halnes, consulting his
memorandum book. “At 11 o'clock
you go before ways und means to put
forward the needs of your state on the
matter of the reduction of the tariff
on aluminium hydrates. The people of
Misslssippl belleve It has actually put
back life Into the exhausted cotton
lands. In Virginla they hope to use
it on the tobacco flelds.” ,

“Where does the pesky stufl come
from?" asked the senator.

“From South America,” coached the
wpecretary. “The south Is Iu a horry
for it, so the duty must come down.
You'll have to bluff a blt, because Pea-
body and his crowd will try to make
& kind of bargaln—wanting you to
keep up iron and steel duties. But you
don't belleve that iron and steel need
help, you will tell them, don't you see,
so that they will feel the necessity of
glving you what you want for the
south In order to galn your support
for the iron and steel demands.”

The office door opened and Senator

Peabody appeared.

“Peabody,” whispered the secretary,

Inatantly the Mississipplan had bis
cpe. His back to Peabody, be rose,
brought down his fist heavily upon the
desk and expounded oratorically to
Halnes:

“What we can produce of aluminium
hydrates, my boy, 18 problematical, but
the south Is in & hurry for it, and the
duty wmust come down. It's got to
come down, and I'm mot golug to do
anything else until 1t does."”

The secretary stretched across the

'

“Excuse me, senator; Senator Pea-
body is bere he sald loudly and sur-
prisedly, as though be bad just sight-
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-counry tne place of the ‘square deal,’ ]

the place where glve and take, bargain
and sale, ure unknown. We could
start a movement that would drive out
wll secret Influences'—

The secretary notlced Peabody’s In-
voluntary start.

“The newspupers would help us"
went on Langdon. *“Tuablle opinlon
would be with us, and both houses of
congress would bhave to join In the
work If we went out In front, led the
wny and showed them their plaln
duty, And 1 tell you, SBenator Peabody,
that the principles that gave birth to
this country, the prineiples of truth,
honesty, justice and independence,
would rule in Washington"—

“1f Washington cared anything about
them, Langdon,” interjected the Pepp-
sylvanian,

“That's my point,” cried the Missis-
slppinn—*"let us teach Washington to
cure about them!”

“Langdon, Langdon'” sald Peabody
patronizingly, “you've seized on a big-
ger task than yon kpow, After you
reform Washington yon will bave to
go on and reform buman usture, hye
man instincts, every human being 1o
the country, If you want to make poli-
ties: this angelic thing you describe.
1t isn't politics, it's humanity, that's
wrong,"” wiving aslde a protest from
Langdon.

“Anyway your idea |s not constitu-
tional, Langdon,” continued Peabody.
“You wannt everybody to have a share
in the national government. ‘That
wouldn't meet the theory of centraliza-
tion woven into our political system
by its founders. They intended that
our goverument should be controlled
by a limited number of representa-
tives, so that authority can be fixed
and responsibllity nscertnined,”

“You distort my meaning!" cried
Langdon. *“Aund, senator, 1 wounld ke
to ask why so many high priced con-
stitutionnl lawyers who enter congress
spend so much time In placing the con-
stitution of the United States between
themselves und their duty, sir, between
the people and thelr goyernment, sir,
between the nation and its destiny? 1
want to know If ln your opinlon the
constitution was deslgned to throttle
expreasion of the public will¥"

“Of course not. That's the reason
you and I, Langdon, and the others
are elected to the senate,” added Pea-
body, starting to leave. Then he
halted. “By the way, senator,” he
sald, “I'll do my best to arrange what
you want regarding aluminium by,
drates for the sake of the south, and
I'll also stand with you for Altacoola
for the naval base, Our committee is
to make {ts report tomorrow."

Langdon observed the penetrating
gnze that Peabody lad fixed on him.
It geemed to betray that the Pennsyl.
vaninn's apparently careless wmanner
was assumed.

“H'm!" coughed Langdon, glancing
at Huines. *“1I'm not absolutely com-
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“My boy, the duty must come douwn.”
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mitted to.Altacoola untll I'm sure it's
the best place, 1'll make up my mind
today definitely, and 1 rfhink 1t will be
for Altacoola."”

The boss of the senate went ount,
glarlng venomously at Halues, slam-
ming the door.

A moment later a page boy brought
in & card, *“Colonel J. D, Telfer, Gulf
City," read the senator.

“Bud,” he remarked to the secrctary,
“1'm golng to send my old acqualntance,
Telfer, mayor of Gulf City, In here for
you to talk to. He'll want to know
abopt his town's chances for being
chosen gs the naval base., I must huor-
ry away, a8 I have an appolntment
with my daughters and Mps. Epan.
gler before going before waya and
means."

CHAPTER XL
ON THE TRAIL OF THE "INSIDERA,"

OLONEL J. D. TELFER (J. D,

standing for Jefferson Davis,

he explalped provndly to

Halnes) proved a warm advo-

cate of the doubtful merits of Gulf

Clty as n hundred million dollar naval

base. H{s fAushed face grew redder,

his long white halr beeame dlsordered,

and he tugged at his white mustache

continyally as he waxed warmer In

his efforts to lmppess the senator's
secretary.

“1 tell you, Mr. Haines, Gulf City,
#ah, lends all the south when It comes
to choosin' ground fo' a naval base.
Her vanst expapse of crystal sen, her
miles upon miles of silvab sands, sah,
protected by a natural harbor and th'
lalands of Misslssjppl sbund, make her
th' only spot to be considered. Bhe's
God's own cholce and the peaple's, too,
for & naval base"

“But unfortunntely congress also
hns something to say about choosing
it," spoke Halnes,

*“To be shuah they do,” said Guif
City's mayor, “but"—

“And there was a man here from
Altacoola yesterday,” again interrupt-
od the secretary, “who sald that Gulf
City was fit only to be the state refuge
for aged and Indigent frogs."

“Say, they ain't a man in Altacoola
wot can speak th' truth,” Indignantly

shrieked the old

colonel, almost

losing control of

: himself, “because
- thelr heads 1s al-
\ ways a-buzzin'
and a-hummin’

Af / from th' quinine
’ they have to take
to keep the fever
away, sah"

The mayor sat
directly In front
of Hulnes, at the
opposite side of
his desk., Ilegain-
Ing his compos-
ure, he suddenly
“Congress has some- leaned forward

thing te say"— and half whis-
pered to the secretary:

“Maly young friend, dom't let Sen-
ator Langdon get switched awny from
Gulf Clty by them cheap skates from
\ltacoola. Now, If you'll get th' sen-
ator to vote fo' Gulf City we'll sce—
I'll see, sah, as an officer of th' Guif
Clty Lan' company—that you get taken
en-ah of."

Halnes' eyes opened wide.

“Go on, colonel; go on with your of-
fer,” he sald.

“Well, I'll see that a block of stock,
suli—a big block—is set aside fo' Sen-
ator Laoggdon an’ another fo' yon too.
We've made this ab-raugement else-
wheah, We'll outbid Altacoola evernh
time. They're po' sports an' late to
give up,”

“8o0 Altacoola 1s bldding, too?' ex-
cltedly asked Haines,

“Why, of co'se It {s. Abh yo' as
blind as thut o' ah yo' foolln' with
me?" questioned Telfer susplelously.
“Seems to me yo' ought to know more
about that end of it than a fellah clear
from th' gull"”

“Certainly, certalnly,” mumbled
Halnes Impatiently as be endenvored
to associate coherently, intelligently,
in his mind these startling new reve-
lations of Telfer with certain ioci-
dents he bad previously noted In the
operations of the committee on naval
affairs.

Then he looked ncross at ‘the mayor
and smiled. Apparently he had heard
nothing to amaze him.

“Colonel,”" he returned ealmly, drop-
ping luto a volce that sounded of pity
for the gray balrs of the lobbylst,
“about fAfty men a day come to me
with propositivns like that. There I8
nothing dolng, colonel. 1 couldn't pos-
sibly Interest Senator Langdon, be-
cause be has the faculty of judgiong
for hlmself, and he would be preju-
diced against either town that came
out with such a proposition.”

“Lan' speculation is legitimate,” pro-
tested the colouel cunnuingly.

Haines agreed,

“Certainly—by outsiders, But ItU's
d—d thievery when engaged in by
any one connected with putting a bill
through, 1f 1 were to tell Beuator
Langdou what you have told me it
would decide him unalterably in favor
of Altacooln. Senator Langdon, sir,
is one of the few men In Washington
who would rather be thought a rfwl
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The mayor of Gulf City jumped to 1
his feet, his face blazing Iu rage, uot |
In shame,

“Seems to me yo're mighty fresh,
young man," bLe blustered. “What
kind of politics 1s Langdon playin'?"

“Not fresh, colonel; only friendly, |
I'm Just tipplog you off how not to be |
a friend to Altucooln, As to hiz poli- |
ties, the senntor will nuswer you him. |
self" |

A seornful langh acecompanled Tel- |
fer's reply,

“Altacoola, hub] [ reckon yo' must |
be a fool, after all. Why, everybody |
tnows of the speculatin’ in land around
Altacoola, and everybody knows It ain't |
outsiders that's doin’ it. It's the Insld-
ers, right bere In Washington. [If yo
aln't in, yo' can easy got a latchkey
Young man, yo'll find out things somi
day, and yo'll drop to It all.

“] guess I was too late with yo'
That's about the size of It. 1 guess Al
tacoola "Il talk to yo'.,” went on the
wayor, “If that feller Falrbrother of
Altacoola had been able to hold his
tongue maybe [ wouldn't know 8o
much, But now I know what's what.
I know this—that yo're either a big fool
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| s done nursing, Wipe it off with a
| s0ft cloth befoe allowing the baby
o nurse, Many trained nuy
| ihis with best reults,
eale by Duriaugh & Mayfield,

but ou th' Inslde they're
all vight.”

The lobbyist hurried away, his bibu-
lous soul swelling with satisfaction.
He was sure of trlumphing over Alta
coola, and he was willlng to pay the
price, = = ]

Halnes sank into his chalr, 1 won- | Not §3 Wonderful,
der what Washington ‘luslders,” " Le | A man fell ever backwards In lon-
murmured, “are speculuting In Alta- | ing back trying Lo sen the top of tha
coola land. Telfer mentlons Norton's 197 foot fir trea flae pole whits stand-
name,. I wonder”— i1 . its 3

The. door Dhane . Ing too clos: Lo its (oot at the Saaltle

T opened. and before Bl | \world's fair save kel
stood Carolina Langdon. el il Tng N

“Ah, Miss Langdon,” he exclnlmed, nmhh:;:,_ e
“1 am gind to see you!" lu\u‘]- trying to sea the boltom o

She walked to hlm nod extended cor- ordinary slce whisky glass,
dally o slender gloved hand.

“This Is a real ploasure, Mr, Halnes,”
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Trouble Makers Ousted,

she began, “I've been walting to talk When a sufferer from stomach
to you for some tlme, It's about some. | Fouble tukes Dir, King's New Fife
hing Important.” pills he's mizghty  glad to see his
“SBomething Important,” smiled | Dyspepsia and Indigestlon fly. but
Halnes, “You want to see e ghout ",

morelie’s tickled over his new, fine
I;;mu-'lm, atrong nerves healthy vigo:,
{all because stomach, lver and kil
|neys now work right, 25
pHurnaugh & Naylield's,

iomething fmportnnt?  Well, let me
tell yon a siecret. Every time 1 gee vou
It Is an lmportant oceaslon to 1|lv.".

Carolina Langdon had never appear-
od more charming, more beautiful to
young Halnes than she ald thit day. Chiol ¥
Merhaps she appenred moroe Inspiving | 5o “lf.m"; "zrfhlm"(.‘ BERpety. iqrarait
because of the contrast lier presence | o B D ]

conts  at

or—an insider, Yo're a nlce young fel-
ler. I have kind-a taken a fancy to yo'.

and not misa yo'r chances, Come, wmy
boy, get wise to yo'rself, get wise to
yo'rself! ClHmb on to the band wagon
with yo' friends."

Bud concluded that e might be able

to get more definlte Information out of
Telfer if he humored him a bit,
"1 tell you, colonel,” he finally sald,
“these are pretty grave charges you're
making, but I'll tell you confidentinlly,
owing to your liking for me, that It Is
not yet too lime to do somethlng for
Gulf City. Now, just suppose youn and
[ dine together tonight early, nnd we'll
go over the whole ground to see how
things lle, Wil youi™

The colonel held out his hand, smil
Ing broadly, He felt that at last he
had won the secretary over; that the
young man was ot beart anxlous to
take money for his Influence with the
sgenator,

“All right, my boy, yo're on, We'll
dine together. Yo' are absolutely cer-
taln that it won't be too late to get to
Benator Langdon?"

é
e.;g;"

“Get wise to yo'rself! Get wisel
“Absolutely positive, 1 wouldn't make
& mistake In n matter like this, would
I, unless [ was what you said [ was—a

Oh, yo're a slick
one. I ke to do business with folks
like yo'. It's mighty educatin'l"

“Thanks,” answered Bud dryly. “It's
certaln that Langdon won't decide
which place he's for untll tomorrow. 1
promise you that he won't declde until
after I have my talk with you."

“Yo' see,” sald Telfer, “1 asked that
question because, as yo' probably
know, Congressman Norton and his
crowd Is pretty close to Senator Lang:
m.’_

Halnes cut him short with a gasp of
surprise.

“Norton!"

Teifer, wrinkling bis forebead incred-
ulously, looked at Halnes, “Burest
thing you know, my boy."

Bud turned his head away in thought.

“Oh, leave the Norton outfit to me,
I'll fool them,” be finally sald.

“Good."

Telfer shook the wmecretary's hand
heartlly,

“Yo're no fool, my boy. Anybody ean
see that—after they get to know yo'
all. That's what comes of beln* one of

I lke to see yo' youug fellers get nlong '

afforded to the unplensant eplsodes | T aa
through which he had Just passed: {

nlso Caroling was dressed In her most
becoming street gown, which she woll
realized, as she was enncting a cnre-
fully planned part with the unfortu-
niate secretary,

His frankness and the sincere admi-
ratlon that shone In his eyes cnused
her to falter momentarily, nlmost made
her weaken In lhier purpose, but she
made an effort and secured o firmer
grip on herself, for she must play n
role that would crush to ehrih the nlr
castle this young secretary was bulld-
Ing, & role that wonld crush the ldeals
of (his young optimlst as well,
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