CHAPTER XXVII.

In Which It Is Proved That One
Does Not Always Think of Every-
thing.

REAT excltement prevalled
when Rouletabille had finished.
The courtroom became agitat-
ed with the muormurings of
suppressed applause. Maltre Henrl
Robert called for an adjournment of
the trial and was supported In his mo-
tion by the public prosecutor himself,
The case was adjourned, The next
day M. Robert Darzac was released on
ball, while Daddy Jacques recelved
the immediate beneflt of “a no cause
for actlon.” Search was everywhere
made for Frederic Larsan, but in vain.
M. Darzac floally escaped the awful
<alamity which at one time had threat-
ened him, After a visit to Mile. Stan-
gerson he was led to hope that she
might by careful nurslng one day re-
cover her reason.

Rouletabllle and 1 left Versallles to-
gether, after having dined at The
Dog That Smokes. In the traln I put
a number of questions to him.

“My friend,” I sald, “I am stlll in
the dark as to your reason for going
to America. When you left the Glan-
dler you had found out, If 1 rightly un-
derstand, all about Frederle Larsan.
You had discovered the exact way he
bad attempted the murder?”

“Quite o, And you," he sald, turn-
Ing the conversation, “did you suspect
nothing?"

“1 don't gee how I conld have sus-
pected anything. You took great paips
to conceal your thoughts from me.
Had you already wsuspected Larsan
when yon sent for me to bring the re-
volvers?'

“Yea! 1 bad come fo that conclusion
through the incident of the ‘Inexplica-
ble gallery.! Larsan's return to Mile.
Stangerson's room, however, had not
then been cleared up by the eyeglnsses,
My suspicions were the outcome of my
reasoning .ply, and the ldea of Larsan
belng the murderer seemed so extraor
dinary that I resolved to walt for
actnal evidence before venturing to
act. Nevertheless the susplcion wor-
ried me, and I sometimes spoke to the
detective In & way that ought to have
opened your eyes. 1 spoke disparag-
fogly of his methods. But until 2
found the eyeglasses I could but look
upon my susplcion of him In the light
of an absurd bypothesis only, You
can imagine my elation after [ had ex
plained Larsan’s movewments, | re-
member well rushing into my room
¥ke & madman and crying to you: ‘f'll
get tha better of the great Fred! I'll
get the better of him In a way that
will make a sensation!

“But one important point escaped us
both. It was one which ought to have

our eyes to Larsan. Do you re-
member the bamboo cane? 1 was sur
prised to ind Larsan had made no use
of that evidence agalnst Robert Dar-
sac. Had it not been purchased by a
man whose desceription tallled exactly
with that of Darzac? Well, just be-
fore 1 saw him off at the tralun after
the recess during the trial I asked him
why he hado’t used the cane evidence.
He told me he had never had any in-
tention of doing so; that our discov-
ery of it in the little lun at Epixay
had  much embarrassed him. If you
will remember, be told us then that
the cane had been given him in Lon-
don. Why did we not immediately
say to ourselves: ‘Fred Is Iying; he
eould not have bad this cane In Lon-
don; he was not in London; he bought
it in Paris? Then you found out on
inquiry at Cassette's that the cane had
been bought by a person dressed very
like Robert Darzac, though, as we
later from Darzac himself, It
not he who bad made the pur-
Couple this with the fact we
knew from the letter at the
te that there was actually
Parls who was passing as
dld we not im-
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i “But,” I interrupted, “if Larson had

oo wention of uding the cane as evl-
| dence agninst Dargane, why had he
| made himself up to fook like the man
| when he went in to buy it?"

“He had not speclally ‘made up' as
Darzae to buy the cane; he had come
stralght to Cassette's Immediately aft-

| er he had attacked Mlle, Stangerson.”

CHAPTER XXVIIIL

| The Mystery of Mademoiselle Stan-
" gerson,

URING the days that followed 1
had several opportunities to
questlon Rouletablille a8 to his
reason for his voynge to Amer-

fea, but I obtalned no more precise an-

swers than he had given me on the
evenlng of the adjournment of the
trinl, when we were on the traln for

Paris. Onpe day, however, on my still

pressing him, be sald:

“Can't you understand that T bad to
know Larsan's true personality ¥

“No doubt,” 1 sald, “but why did
you go to America to find that out?"

He sat smoking his plpe and made
no further reply. 1 began to see that
I was touching on the secret that con-
cerned Mlile. Stangerson. Rouletabille
evidently had found it necessary to go
to Ameriea to find ont what the mys-
terfoua tle was that bound her to Lar-
san by so strunge and terrible a bond.
In Amerlea he had learned who La*-
snn was and had obtained information
wiilch cJosed his mouth. He had been
to Philadelphia,

And now what was thls mystery
which held Mlle. Stangerson and M.
Robert Darzac In so Inexplicable a sl-
lence? After so many years and the
publicity given the case by n curious
and shameless press, now that M.
Stangerson knows all and has forgiven
aly, a)l may be told. In every phase
of this pemarkable story Mlle. Btan-
gerson had always beep the sofferer.

The beginning dates from the (jme
when, ns & young glel, she was living
with her father In Philadelphia. A
visitor ot the house, o Frenchman, had
suceeeded by his wit, grace sngd ger-
glstent attention In gaining her affec:
tHons. He was sald to be rich and had
asked her of her father. M. Stanger-
son, on making Inquiries as to M.
Jenan Roussel, found that the man was
u swindler and an adventurer. Jean
flonssal was but another of the many
awinmes under which the notorious Ball-
neyer, n fogitive from France, tried
1o hide himself. M. Btaugerson did
wot know of his ldentity with Ball-
meyer. He learned that the man was
alinply undesirable for his daughter.
He not only refpsed to give his consent
to the marriage, but depjed him ad-

misslon Into the house. Mathilde
Stangerson, however, hagd fallen in
love. To her Jean Roussel wos every-

thing that her love palnted him. She
was Indignmist at ber father's attitnde
and did not conceal her feellngs. Her
father sent her to stay with an aunt
in Cluelanntl. There she wans jolned
by Jean Roussel and, in spite of the
reverence ehe felt for her father, ran
away wilh bim to get married.

They went to Loulsville and lived
there for some time. One morning, how-
ever, n knock came at the door of the
hounse In which they were, and the po-
en entered to arrest Jean Roussel. Tt

was then that Mathilde Stangerson, or
Roussel, learned that her husband wes
o other than the notorlous Ballmeyer!

The young woman in ner despalr
tried to commit suicide. She failed In
this, and was foreed to rejoln her sunt
at Cinclnnatl, The ¢ld lady was over
joved to see her again, She bhad been
anxiously eearching for her and had
pot dared to tell AL Stangerson of ber
disnppearance. Mathilde swore her to
secrecy, 80 that her father should not
know she bnd been away. A monoth
lnter Mlle. Stangerson returned to her
father, repentant, her heart dead with-
In her, hoping only one thing—that she
would wnever again see her husband.
the horrible Ballmeyer, A report was
spread a few weeks later that he was
dead, and she now determined to atone
for bher disobedience by a life of labor
and devotion for her father. And she
kept her word.

All this she had confessed to Robert
Darzac, and, belleving Ballmeyer dead.
had given herself to the joy of a nnlon
with him. But fate had resuscitated
Jean Roussel, the Ballmeyer of her
youth. He had taken steps to let her
know that he would never allow her to
marry Darzac—that be still loved ber.

Mlle., Stangerson never for one mo-
ment hesitated to confide in M. Darzac.
She showed him the letter In whica
Jean Roussel asked ber to recall the
first hours of thelr union in their bean.
tiful and charming Loulsville bome
“The presbytery has lost nothing of its
eharm nor the garden lts brightness,™
be had written. The scoundrel pre-
tended to be rich and claimed the right
of taking her back to Louisville. She
had told Darzac that If her father
should know of her dishonor she would
kil herself. M. Darmac had sworn to
sllence her persecutor, even If he had
to kill him. He was outwitted and
wonld have succumbed had it oot been
tor the genlus of Rouletabille,
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ing himself ready to deliver up the let-
ters that had passed between him and
hjs wife and to ledave them forever
If he would pay him bhis price. He
asked Darsae to meet him for the pur-
pose of arranging the matter, appolnt-
ing the time when Larsan would be
with Mlle, Stangerson. When Darzac
went to Eplnay, expecting to find Ball-
meyer, of Larsan, there, he was met by
nn socomplice of Larsao's and kept
walting untll such time as the “colnci-
dence” could be established,

It was ull done with Machiavelllan
cunnlig, but Ballmeyer had reckoned
without Joseph Rouletabille.
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Now that the mystery of the yellow
room has been cleared up this Is not
the time to tell of Rouletabllle’s ad-
ventures In America. EKnowing the
young reporter as we do, we can un-
derstand with what acumen he had |
traced step by step the story of Ma-
thilde Staugerson and Jean Roussel
At Plilladelphia be had quickly Inform-
od bimself as to Arthur Willlam Rance,
There he learned of Rance's act of de-
votion and the reward he thought him-
self entitled to for It A rumor of his
marriage with Mlle. Stangerson had
opnce found its wany Iloto the drawing
rooms of Pllladeiphin. Ie also learn-
od of Rance's contlvned attentions to
her and bis Importunities for her hand.
e had taken to drink, be had sald, to
drown bis grief at his unrequited love.
It ean now be undersivod why Roule- |
tabllle had shown #o marked a cooloess |
of dementor toward Rance when they |

met In the witvesses' room on the day 1'

of the trial
The strange Roussel-Stangerson mys- |
tery bad vow been lald bare. Who |

was this Jean Roussel? Rouletabille
had traced him from [Philadelphia to
Cincinnatl. In Clocinnati he became
gequainted with the old aunt and bad
fuound means to open her mouth, The
story of Ballmeyer's arrest threw the
right light on the whole story. He
vislted the “presbytery.” a small and
pretty dwelllng In the old celonial |
style, which had Indeed “lost nothing |
of ita eharm.” ‘Then, abandoning his
pursult of traces of Mile, Btangerson,
bhe took up those of Ballmeyer. He
followed them from prison to prison, |

yet the whole of this mystery
nol been revealed. Mlile, Stanger-
bad a child by her busband. a son.

t wns born in the old aunt's
house. No one knew of It so well
had the auut managed to conceal the

What became of that son? That I»
another story, which so far | am not
permitted to relate |
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|compare with Dr King's New Life

ty years kidney trouble made life a
‘oarden, but the first bottle of this
wanderfu] meliclne convinced me I
had found the greatest cure on
earth.” Theyre a godsand to weak,
slekly, rundown or old people, Try
them. 60c at Bumnaugh & Mayfleld's,

An Injudiclous Laugh,
Her father s a heavy man
« And careful on his feet.
I'm sorry that I chanced to sean
Him sllp down on the strest.
He heard me laugh. [t made him mad:
Ho ncted awful sore,
And at his home, 1 grieve to add,
1 don't call any more,
~Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Whooping Cough,

This is a more dangerous diseast
than is generally presumed, 1t will
be a surprise to many tp learn that
more deaths result from [t than from
scarlet fever, Pneumonia often re
sults from jt, Chamberlaln's Cough
Remedy has been useéd in many epl
demics of whooplng cough, and al-
ways with the best results, Delbert
VMieKelg of Harlan, Jowa, says of It:
“My boy took whooping cough when
oine months old, He had it in the
winter, [ got a bottle of Chamber-
lain's Cough Remedy which proved

good, | cannot recommend it too
highly.” For sale by Burnaugh &
Mayfield,

Her Extrems Goodnesa.

The busband of a beloved deceased
wife came to see bher bust.

“Loek at It well,” sald the sculptor,
“and as it s ouly in clyy | can alter It

neceasary.”
widower looked at It ecarefully
the most tender interest. “It is
very welf,” be sald. “Her large
nose—the sign of gooWess!” Then,
bursting Into tears, be added: “Bhe
was so good! Make the nose n llitle
larger!”"—Lippincott's Mugazine,
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Proper Training.
Gyer — Young Siyker Is taking a
course in meotal gy moastics,
Myer—What's the object?
Gyer—He's golng In for politics.—
Detroit Tribune.

Smathes All Rezords.
As an allarognd laxative tonle and
health bullder no other pills can
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Pills, They tone aad regulate stom
ach, liver and kidneys, purify the
blood, strenghthen the nerves; ecure
constipation, dyspepsia, blllopsness,
juandice, headache, chills, and ma
larla, Try them, 25¢ at Burnapgh
& Mayfield's, - |

Japalac, varnish stains, linseed ofl |
(5t Bumnsugh & Majyfield's,
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Red Front Livé;y and
Feed Stable

First Class Accommodations
Best of Hay and Grain s
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Did It Ever Occur To You That A

Telephone in Your Home

Provides safety, convenience, cconomy and
pleasure, and makes your home life com-
plete? Its cost is little, its benelits are
manifold,

Home Independen’ Telephone Co.

Covering Union and Wallowa Counties
ST el

MAIL:. AND PASSENGER
STAGE LINE

Wallowa. Appleton, Flora to Paradise,
MONDAYS WEDNESDAYS and FRIDAYS, aud

fm Paradise, Floraul Appleton h Wallowa,
TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS
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I Good aecommindations, oourtcous
Laaves Wallows al 6 a, m.

E. W. SOUTHWICK, Proprietor.
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MILLIONS OF

MONEY

AT LOWEST RATES. ON EASIEST TERMS.
Wm. Miller & Brother,

SUITE 204, Wallowa National Bank Building,
Enterprise, Oregon.
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