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A movement of chairs in the court,
with a rustling of dresses nnd an en-
ergetic whispering of “Hush!" showed
the curiosity that had been aronsed.

“It seems to me,"” sald the president,
“that the mystery of the yellow room.
M. Rouletabille, s wholly explnined by

your. hypothesis. Frederic Larsan s
the explanation. We have merely to
substitute him for M. Robert Darzne
Fvidently the door of the yellow room
was open at the tlme M. Btangerson
was alone and that he allowed the
man who was coming out of his daugh
ter's chamber to pass without arrest
fng him—perhaps at her entreaty fto
avold all seandal.”

“No, M. President.” protested the
young man. “‘You forget that, stunned
by the attgek made on her. Mile. Stan
gerson was not in a condition to have
made such au appeal. Nor could she
have locked and bolted herself In her
room. You must also remember that
M. Stangerson has sworn that the door
wis not open.’”

“Phat, however, 18 the only way In
which it can be explained. The yel
low room was as closely shut as an
fron safe. To use your own expres-
slon, It was Impossible for the mur
derer to make his escape elther natu-
rally or supernaturally. When the room
was broken Into he was not there! He
must, therefore, have escaped.”

“That does not follow."”

“What do you mean?”

“There was no need for him to es-
cape—Iif he was not therel”

“Not there!"

“Evidently not. He conld not have
been there if he were not found there.”

“But what about the evidences of his
presence?" asked the president.

‘“That, M. President, Is where wa
have taken hold of the wrong end

From the time Mlle. Standerson sbut
perself in ber room to the time her
door was burst open It was lmpossible
for the murderer to escape, He wna
mpot found because he was not there
during that time."”

“But the evidences?

“They have led us astray. In reg-
poning on this mystery we must not
take them to mean what they appar-
ently mean. Why do we conclude the
murderer was there? Becnuse he left
bis tracks In the room! Good! But
may he not bave been there before
the room was locked? Nny: he must
bhave been there before. Let us look
into the mntter of these traces and
pee If they do not point to my con-
elusion.

“After the publication of the article
in the Matin and my conversatlon with
the examining maglstrate on the jour-
ney from Paris to Epinay-sur-Orge |
was certain that the yellow room had
been hermetically sealed. so to speak,
and that consequently the murderer
had escaped before Mlle. Stangerson
had gone into her chamber at mid-
night.

“At the time 1 was much puzzled
Mlle. Stangerson could not have been
her own murderer, siuce the evidences
pointed to some other person. The as-
sassin, then, had come before. If that
were 80, how was It that mademol-
selle had been attacked after, or, rath-
er, that she appeared to have been at-
tacked after? It was necessary for
me to reconstruct the occurrence ond
make of it two phases, ench separated
from the other In time by the space
of several hours—one phase In which
Mille. Btangerson had really been at-
tacked, the other phase In which those
who bheard her cries thought she was
belng attacked. [ had not then exam-
ined the yellow room. What were the
‘marks on Mlle. Stangerson? There
were marks of strangulation and the
wound from a bard blow on the tem-
ple. The marks of strangulation did
not interest me mnch. They might
have been made before, and Mlle.
Btangerson could have concealed them
a collaret or any simlliar article
of apparel. 1 had to suppose this the
moment 1 was compelled to recon-
struct the occurrence by two phases.
Mile. Stangerson had, no doubt, her

reasons for so doing. since she
her father nothing of It and
made It understood to the examin-
that the attack bad
the night during the
She was forced to say
her
as
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father would have
to ber reason for
having sald nothing about it

murderer! [ thought Mile. Btangerson
bad hidden the wound by arranging
ber bair in bands on her forehead

“As to the mark of the hand oo the
wall, that had evidently been made
during the first phase—when the mur-
derer was really there. AH the rmaces
of his presence had naturally been left
‘during the first phase—the mutton
bone, the black footprints, the Basque
eap, the handkerchief, the biood on the
wall, on the door and oo the Ocor. If
those traces were still all there they
showed that Mile. Stangerson, who de-
sired that oothing. shonld be known
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il not yet naa tme to clear them
awiy. This led me to the conclusion
that the two phases bad taken pluce
one shortly after the otber. She had
not had the opportunity, aftar lenving
ber room and golng back to the labo-
ratory to her father, to get back again
to ber room and put it in order. Her
father was all the tlme with her, work-
ing. Bo that after the first phase she
did not re-enter her chamber till mid-
night. Daddy Jacques was there at 10
a'clock, a8 he was every uight, but be
went In merely to close the Llinds and
light the night light. Owing to her
disturbed state of mind she had forgot-
ten that Daddy Jacgues wonld go into
her room and bad begged him oot to
trouble himself. All this was set forth
In the article In the Matln, Daddy
Jneques did go, however, and In the
dim light of the room saw nothing.

“Alle, Stangerson must have lved
some anxious moments while Daddy
Jacques wus nbsent, but 1 think she
was not aware that g0 many evidences
had been left. After she bad been at-
tncked she bad only time to hide the
traces of the man's fingers on her neck
and to hurry to the laboratory., Had
she known of the bone, the cap and
the handkerchief she would have made
away with them after she bhad goue
biack to her chamber at midnight. She
did not see them and vodressel by the
uncertaln glimmer of the night light.
She went to bed wornout by anxlety
and fenr—a fear that had mapde her re-
main o the Iaboratory as late 88 pos-
sible.

“AMy rensoning had thus brought me
to the second phase of the tragedy
when Mille. Stangerson was alopg In
the room, 1 had oow to explain the
revolver shots fired during the second
phase, Cries of ‘Help! Murder! hud
been heard. How to explnin these?
As to the crles, I was in no difficulty:
since she was alone In her room these
could result from nightmare only. My
explanation of the struggle and nolse
that were heard 18 shnply that in her
nightmare she wns haunted by the ter-
rible experlence she had passed throngh
In the afternoon. In her dream she
secs (he murderer about to spring upon
her, nnd she eries, ‘Help! Murder!
Mer hand wildly secks the revolver she
had placed within her reach on the
night table by the side of her bed, but
her hand, striking the table, overturns
t. and the revolver, falling to the floor,
dinchnrres itself, the bullpt lodging In
the celling. 1 kpew from the Brst that
the bullet In the celling must have pe-
sulted from an accident, 1t very posl
tlon snggested an accldent to my mind
and so fell lo with my theory of a
nightmare. 1 no longer donbted that
e atinck hod taken place beforo
mademolselle had retired for the night
After wakening from her frightful
dream and erying aloud for help she
hind falnted.

My theory, hasad on the evidence
af the shots that were bheard at mid-
nlelit, demsinded two shots—one which
wounded the murderer at the time of
lis atiack and one fired at the time
af the nightmare. The evidence given
by the Bernlers before the exnmining
maglsteate was 1o the effect that only
one shot had been heard. M. Btan-
gopson testified to henring a dull sound
first, followed by a sharp ringlog sonnd
The duoil sound 1 explained by the
filling of the marble topped table; the
ringing sound was the shot from the
revolver. | was now convineed | was
right. The shot that had wounded the
tnnd of the murderer nnd hnd caused
It 1o bleed so that he left the bloody
imprint on the wall was fired by
mndemoiselle In self defense hefore
the sevond phnse. when she had been
realiy attacked. The shot In the cell-
Ing whiclh the Bernlers beard was the
accldental shot during the nightmare,

“1 had now to explaln the wound on
the temple. It was not severe enough
to bave beén made by means of the
mutton bove, and mademolselle hnd
not attempted to bide it. It must have
been made during the second phase.
1t was to find this out that 1 went to
the yellow room, and 1 obtalned my
unswer there”

Rouletabille drew a plece of white

‘folded paper from his pocket and drew

out of it an almost lovisible object
which he beld between his thumb and
forefinger.

“This, M. President,” he sald, “is a
halr—a blond bair staloed with blood.
It is n hair from the head of Mlle.
Stangerson. | found It sticklog to one
of the corners of the overturned table,
The corner of the table was itself
stalned with blood—a tiny stnin—hard-
Iy visible, but It told me that on ris-
ing from her bed Mile. Stangerson had
fallen heavily and had struck ber head
on the corner of its marble top.

“] had still to learn. in addition to
the name of the assassin, which 1 did
later, the time of the original attack.
I learned this from the examination of
Mile. Stangerson and ber father, though
the answers given by the former were
well ealenlated to decelve the examin-
ing magistrate. Mlle. Btangerson bad
stated very minutely bow she had
spent the whole of her time that day.
We established the fact that the mour-
derer had introduced himself Into the
pavilion between 5 and 6 o'clock. At
a quarter past 6 the professor and his
daughter had resumed their work. At
£ the professor bad been with bie
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garden and had seen, coming toward
the pavilion, Mlle.
He would never bave dared to attack
her at that hoor if he had not found
her nlone, [is mind was made up.
He would be more ut ense plone with
Mile, Stungerson In the pavilion than
he would hnve been o the middle of
the night, with Dnddy Jacques sleep-
tng fn the nttie. 8o he shut the vestl-
bule window. That explning why
nelther M. Stangerson nor the keeper,
who were at some dlstance from the
pavilion, had beard the revolver shot.

“Ihen he went back to the yellow
room. Mlle, Stangerson eame In, What
passed must have taken place very
quickly. Mademolgelle tried to call for
help, but the mwan had selzed bher by
the thront. Her baud bnd songht and
grasped the revolver which she had
been keeping In the drawer of her
night table, since she hind come to fepr
the threats of ber pursuer. ‘'he mur
derer wans about to strike her on the
head with the mutton bone, a terrible
weapon in the hands of a Larsan or
pallmever, but she fired In time, and
the shot woundeéd the hand that held
the wenpon. The bone fell to the floor
coversd with the Blood of the murder
er, who staggered, clutehied ot the wall
for support, impeinting on It the red
marks, apd, fearing another bullet
fled.

“She saw bim pass through the labo-
ratory and lstened. e was long ot
the window. At length he Jumped
from {t. She few to It and shut It
The danger past, all ber thoughts were
of ber father. Had he elther seen or
henrd? At any cost to herself ghe
must keep this from im. Thus when
M, Stangerson relurned bhe found the
door of the yellow roow elosed and his
daughter In the luboratory bending
over her desk nt work!™

Turning toward M, Darzae, Rouleta-
bille eried:

“You kunow the truth! Tell us, then,
if that Is not how things happened.”

“1 don't know uns thing about It re-
nlled A% Darzac,

“1 admire you for your sllence * sald

of you to tell all she has confided to
you, Hhe wonld be here to defend
you!"

M. Darzac madé no movement nor
uttered n word. Ile looked at Rouleta
bilie sadly.

“However,” suld the young report-
#r, “gince mademoelselle s oot here 1
must do It uysell.  Dut, belleve we,
M. Darzav, the oply eaus to save
Mile. Stapgerson anud restore her fo
Lwer reasol Is 1o secure your anegulttal”

“What s this secret motive that
compels Mile. Stapgerson to hide ber
kuowledge from Lher father? asked
the president,

“That, wonsienr, | do not know,”
suld Iouletulilie. “It is po business
of mine.”

The president, turuivg to M, Darzac,

he knew.

“Po you still refuse, monsteur, to tell
us how you employed your time duriog
the attempts ou the Jife of Mile. Btauy-
gerson?”

“l cannot tell you anything, mon-
slenur.”

as If appealing for an explanation,
“We wnst assume, M. 'resident, that
M. Robert Darzac's absences gre close-
ly connected with Mlle. Siangersou's
secret and thnt M, Darzac feels him-
self In bonor bound to remaln silent
It may be that Larsan, who siuce his
three attempts has had everythiog In
traluing to cast suspicion on M. Dur-
zac, lnd fixed ou just those oceasious
for & meeting with M. Darzac at a
kpot most compromising.
cunning enough to have done that"
The president seemed partly con-
vinged; but, still curious, he anked:
“But what Is this secret of Mile,
Btangerson ¥
“That 1 cannot tell you,” said Roule
tabille. *1 think, bowever, you kuow
encugh now to sequit M. Hobert Dar-
zac, unless Larsan should return, and
1 dou't think be will™ he added, with a

laugh
l “Une guestion more."” sald the reeal.

Finding the time long, he had |
risen, gone agaln Into the laboratory, !
then Into the vestibule, looked into the |

Stnngerson—alone. |

Rouletabille, “but if Mile. Btangerson |
knew of your dapger she would release |
you from your outh. She would Leg |

endeavored 1o joduve it fo tell what |

The president turned to Rouletalilie !

Larsan Is |

your expination,
we know that Larsan wished to turn
susplefon on M, Robert Darzae, but
wihy should he throw susplelon on
Daddy Jaoques also

“There came In the professionn] de-
tectlve, monsleur, who proves himself
um unraveler of mysterles. by annilis
lating the very proofs he lind seenmn-
Inted. He's o very cunnlng mon, and
a shmilar trick had often ennbled Yim
to turn susplelon from himself, He
proved the Innecence of one Defore ie-
cuslng the other, You enn casily be.
Heve, moustenr, that so complicated a
fehieme ns this must have boen long
and carefally thought out In advince
hy Larsan. He fonnd the oppertunits
to rob Daddy Jdncqgues of a pale of old
hoots and a eastoff Dasque enp, which
the servant hod tied up o o handier
chfef with the lntention of corryineg
them to a friend, a cinreon) barper on
the rond to Epinay. When the erbine
wns  discovered Daddy Joongues hnd
immediately recognlzed these objects |
ng his. They were extremely ..-m-‘
promising, which explalos iy distross
nt the tlme swhen we spoke to him
nhopt them, Larsan confessed it all to
me,"

(Continued vext week,)

Words to Frezze the Soul,

"“Your son has Consumptlon, HI8
ense 18 hopeless.” These appalling
| words were spoken to Geo, E, Blev.
|ens, a leading merchant of Spring
ltleld, N. C. by two expert doctors
—one a lung speciallst, Then was
shown the woncerful power of Dr
{King's New Discovery, “After Lhret
| weeky use” wrltes Mr, Hlevens, “he
lwng ns wel as ever. 1 would nol
| tale all the monoy in the world for
Iwhat it &4 for my boy." [Infallible
fo= Coughs and Colds, its the safesi,
| gurest cure of despeiate Lung dis
leases on eirth, 50c and $1.00, Guar
antee satisfaction, Trial bottle free
LAl drugglsts,

[ Mot \What They Seem.
Even things in the rural wilde
From the logical will cut loose;
Btrawhorries do not grow 6n 4 straw
Nor gouseberries an a goose
~[Detrolt Tribune.

| Mr, F. G, Fritts, Oneonta, N. i
[ writeg: My little glrl was greatly
benefitted by tuking Foley's Orluo
| Laxative, and 1 think It s the best
'.mmady for constipation and liver
| trouble,” Foley's Orino Laxatinve
|18 best for women and children, as
it §s mild, pleasant and effective,
jand is a splendld spring medicing,
| as it eleunses the system and clears
[the complexion, Burnaugh & May: |
| fleld,

Wantad Two of Them.
“This stove,” sald the clerk to his
trish customer, 15 the best stove lu‘

the house, It §s the slove of economy

It saves half the conl LHL" |
“(3ive me two of them,” replicd the

Irishman," —Buccess. |

During the spriog every one would
'be benefitted by taking Foley's Kid
ney Remedy, It furnishes o needad
tonle to the kidneys after the extra
straln of winter, and it purifies the
blood by stimulating the kidneys, and

«. . them to eiminate the Impur-
[itles from f1. Foley's Kidney Rem-

|
|
|
|
|

edy Imparts new e and vigor. |
Pleasant to take, Burnaugh & May. |
deid. |

Keep 1t Home. |
A student in college drank some
{Whanaver he drank be drank roma)
Tl tha pungent aroma
O'erwhelmed hia diploma,
And later he turned out & Loms
~*uck

For Constipation,

Mr, L. H, Farnham, a prominent
drugeist of Bpirit Lake, Iowa, says:
“Chamberinin’'s Btomach and Liver |
Tablets are certalnly the besy thing
on the market for constipation”
Give these tablets a trial You are
te tain to find them agreeables and
pleasn:t in e‘fe t, Price 25 cenls,
Samples fres. For sale by Burnaugh
Lk Maylleld,
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a serlous kidney trouble | Kidney Remedy corrects  nrlanry
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e s cures urle acld troubles by strength-
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Mrs. Blunder has Just recelved o tel
egram from Indlon. “What an admira
ble Invention the telegram 18" sbe ex
ellmed, “swwhen you come to conslder
that this messnge bag come a distanee
of thousands of miles and the gum on
the envelope Isu't dry yet!” —<Tit-Bits

TREES AT WHOLESALE PRICES

We have in our packing ground
treeg In (Irsticlusg eondition we
witl sell nt the following pricia:
Apple trees, 12¢ onch
Pear treaes, 10e each
Plum and Prune irees 15c each *
Cherry trees, 20e each
Pench trees, 15¢ edch :
Mox Eller trees, 10 to 16¢ cach '
Rounes, 25c¢ each,
Strawberries, §1.050
fresh dug,
Raspberries and blnckberrios,
$2.50 per 100,
o will 'ay expreis on ordors
amounting 1o $10,

UNION NUZSERIES

LWEAVER, Fio

"Most ordinary colds will yield to
the simplest treitment, “says the |
Chleago Tribune, “moderative laxa |
tives, hot foot baths, a free perspl- |
ration and an avoldance of exposure
to cold und wet
Whi'e this
requlres

altor treatment.”
treatment ls slmple, It

conslderable  trouble snd |
the one adopting it must remain in
doora for a day or two, or a fresh
cold 14 almost sure to be contracted,
and In many instances pnenmonin fol
lows. I8 it not bLelter to pin your
falth to an old rellable preparntion
lke Chamberlain's Cough Remedy,
that Is tamous for I8 cures of colds |
and can always be depended upon?

ifor sale by Burnaugh & Mayfleld. I

per 1200, !

Unlon,

1

'Red Front Liver;
Feed Stable

First Class Accommodations
Best of Hay and Grain o«

B0 Will & SON

PROPRIETORS

ONE BLOCK SOUTIE OF
HOTEL ENTERPRISE

Pl W WO T T T Vo NI - i
Did It Ever Occeur To You That A

Telephone in Your Home

Provides safety, convenience, ecconomy and
pleasure, and makes your home life com-
plete? Its cost is hittle, its henefits are
manifold.

Home Independent Telephone Co.

Covering Union and Wallowa Countics
T T R B4 et A ST DL YN RN O g

MAIL AND PASSENGER
STAGE LINE

Wallowa. Appleton, Flora to Paradise,
MONDAYS WEDNESDAYS and FRIDAYS; and

kwn Paradise, Floraul Appleton b Wallowa,
TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS

nescommindntions, oourtious
lLaeaves Walloovn sl 0 A

E. W. SOUTHWICK, Proprietor.

o] trealment  sod  reasonsble rates,

T s ey s e e e L e R S R L s sl o

MILLIONS OF

:
i
MONEY

AT LOWEST RATES. ON EASIEST TERMS. i
Wm. Miller & Brother, ‘
*

SUITE 204, Wallowa National Bank Building,
Enterprise, Oregon.,
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