CHAPTER IIL {

“A Man Has Passed Like a Shadow
Through the Blinds."

and 1 were on the platform of
the Orleans statlon, awalting
the departure of the traln
which was to tnke us to Eplnay-sur-
Orge,

On the platform we found M. de
Marquet and his registrar. who repre-
gented the judicinl court of Corbell,
M. de Marquet had gpent the nlght in
Parls, assisting In the final rehearsal
at the Beala of a little play of which
he was the nnknown author, signing |
himself slmply “Castigat Ridendo."

M. Marquet was beginning to be n
“noble old gentleman.” *Genérally he
was extremely polite and full of gay
homor and in all his life bad bad but
one passion—that of dramatie art

Because of the mystery which |
shrouded it the case of the yellow
room was certaln to faselnate so the-
atrieal a mind,

At the moment of meeting him I
heard M. de Marquet say to the regls-
trar with a slgh:

“1 hope, my dear M. Malelne, this
bullder with his plckax will not de-
stroy so fine a mystery."

“Have no fear,” replied M. Malelne,
“His plekax may demolish the pavilion
perhaps, but it will leave our case in-
tact. 1 have sounded the walls and
examined the cefling and floor, and 1
know all about It. I nm not to be de-
celved."

Having thus renssured his chief, M.
Malelne, with a disereet moyvement of
the head, drew M. de Marguet's atten-
tlon to us, The face of that gentle-
man clounded, and os he saw Roule-
tabille approaching, hat in hand, he
gprang into one of the empty carringes,
gaying half aloud to his registrar as
he did so, “Above all, no journallsts!"

M. Malelne replied In the same tone,
“1 understand,”" and theo tried to pre-
ven! Rouletabille from entering the
pame compartment with the examining
magistrate.

#fPxeuse me, gentlemen, this com-
partment Is reserved.”

“1 am a journalist, monsleur, engag-
el on the Epoque” sald my young
friend, with a great show of gesture |
and politeness, “and I have o word or |
two to say to M, de Marquet.”

*Monsieur 1is very much engaged |
with the inquiry he has In hand.”

“Ah! His Inquiry, pray belleve me,
{s nbsolutely a matter of Indifference
to me, 1l am no scavenger of odds |
and ends,” he went on, with Infinite |
contempt In his lower lip; “1 am a the-
atrical reporter, and this evening I
shall have to give a lttle nccount of
the play at the Scala,"

“get In, sir, please,” sald the regls-
trar.

Rouletabille was already in the com-
partment. I went In after him and
seated myself by his side. The regis-
trar followed and closed the carrlage
door.

M. de Marquet looked at him,

“Ah, sir,” Rouletabille began, “you
must not be angry with M. Maleine.
1t 18 not with M. de Marquet that I de-
gire to have the honor of speaking, but
with M. ‘Castigat Ridendo Permit we
to congratulate you—personally, as well
as the writer for the Epoque.” And
Rouletabille, having first Introduced
me, introduced himself,

M. de Marguet, with o nervous ges-
ture, caressed bis beard Into a point

“The work of the dramatie author
mny Interfere,” he sald, after a slight
hesitation, “with that of the mugis-
trate, especlally In a province whlere
one's labops are little more than rou-
tine."

“Oh, you may rely on my discretion "
eried Rouletabllle.

The train was in motion,

“We have started!” sald the examin-
ing maglstrate, surprised at seelog us
still In the carriage.

“Yes, monsieur, truth bas started,”
sald Rouletabllle, smiling amiably, *on

H ALI an hour lnter Rounletabille

its way to the Chateau du Glandier, A

fine case, M. de Marquet, a fine case!”

#An obscure, Incredible, unfathom-
able, Inexplicable affalr, and there In
only one thing I fear, M, Rouletabille,
that the journalists will be tryiog to
explain ft."

My friend felt this a rap on his
knuckles,

“Yes,” he sald simply, “that Is to be
feared. They meddle in everything. As
for my interest, monsieur, I only ro-
ferred to It by mere chance—the mere
chance of finding myself in the sawe
train with you and In the same com-
partment of the same carringe.”

“YWhere are you going, then?" asked
M. de Marquet.

»To the Chateau du Glandler,” re-
plied Rouletabllle, without turniug,

“You'll not get in, M. Rouletabllle!

“Will you prevent me?’ sald my
friend, already prepared to fight.

“Not 1! 1 like the press and jour-
nalists too well to be o any way dis-
agreenble to them, but M. SBtanger-
son has given orders for his door to
be closed against everybody, and It Is
well gunarded. Not a journallst was
able to pass through the gate of the

| Rouletabille,

Glandier yesterday.”
M, de Marquet compressed lis lips
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ready

and seemed
obstinate silence.
little when Rouletabille no longer left
him In ignorance of the fact that we
were golng to the Glandier for the
purpose of shaking hands with an “old
and intimate friend.” M. Robert Dar-

to relapse into
e only relaxed a

zic—a man whom Rouletabllle had
perhaps seen once In his life,

“Poor Robert!" continued the young
reporter, “this drendful affalr may be
his death—he 18 so deeply In love with
Mlle, Stangerson.
that Mile,
saved."

“Let us hope 8o, Her father told me
yesterday that If she does not recover
it wlll not be long before be joins her
in the graove. What an Incalenlnble
loss to sclence his death would be!”

“The wound on her temple Is serlous,
13 It not?"”

“Evidently, but by a wonderful
chance it has not proved mortal. The
blow was given with great force,"

“Then It wns not with the revolver
she was wounded,” sald Rouletabllle,
glancing at me in trinmph,

M. de Marquet appeared greatly em-
barrnssed,

“l didn't say anything, 1 don't want
to say anything, I will not say anys
thing,” he said. And be turned toward
his registrar as if he no longer knew
us,

But Rouletabille was not to be so
eislly shaken off. He moved nearer to
the examining magistrate and, draw-
ing o copy of the Matin from his pock-
et, he showed it to him and sald:

“There 1s one thing, monsleur, which
1 may Inguire of you without commit-
ting an indiscretion. You have, of
course, seen the account given in the
Matin? It is absurd, s It not?"

“Not in the slightest, monsieur."

“What! The yellow room has but
one barred window, the bars of which
have not been moved, and only one
door, which had to be broken open,
and the assassin was not found!"

“That's 8o, monsleur; that's so.
That's how the matter stands,”"

Itouletabllle sald no more, but plung-
ed into thought,
thus passed.

Coming back to himself again, he
snld, addressing the magistrate:

“How did Mlle, Stangerson wear her

Stangerson's life will be

| halr on that evenlng?"

“1 don't know," replled M. de Mar-
quet.

“That's a very lmportant polnt,” said
“Her halr was done up
in bands, wasn't it? I feel sure that
on that evening, the evenlng of the
crime, she had her halr arranged In
bands.”

“Then you are mistaken, M. Roule-
tabllle," replied the maglstrate, *“Mlle,
Stapgerson that evenlng bad her haie
(rawn up In a koot on the top of her
head, her usual way of arranging it,
her forehead completely uncovered. 1
can asgure you, for we have carefully
examined the wound. There was no
blood on the halr, and the arrangement
of It has vot been disturbed sluce the
erime was committed."

“Youn ure sure? You are sure that
ou the nlght of the crlme she had not
her halr in bands?"

“Quite sure,” the magistrate comtin.
ued, smiling, “because I remember the
doctor saying to me while he was ex-
amining the wound: ‘It s a great pity
Mlle, Stangerson was Ino the habit of
drawlng her hair back from her fore-
head. I1f she had worn It in bands
the blow she recelved on the temple
would have been weakened.! It seems
strupge to me that you should attach
s0 much importance to this point.”

“(h, If she had not her halr In bands
I give it up,” sald Rouletabllle, with a
despairing gesture,

“And was the wound on her temple
a bad one® he asked presently,

“Terrible.”

“With what weapon was It made?

“Thnt 18 a scceret of the Investiga-
tion.”

“Fave you found the weapon—what-
pver it was?’

The maglstrate did not answer.

“And the wound In the throat?"

1Tere the examining maglstrate read-
iy contirmed the declsion of the doc-
tor that, If the murderer had pressed
her thront a few seconds longer, Mlle,
Stangerson would bave died of stran-
gulation,

“The affalr as reported In the Matin,”
gald Rouletabllle engerly, “seems to me
more and more inexplicable, Can you
tell me, monsieur, how many openings
there are In the pavillon? 1 mean
doors and windows."”

“There are five,” replled Monsleur
de Marquet, after having coughed once
or twice, but no longer resisting the
desire he felt to talk of the whole of
the incredible mystery of the nffalr he
was Investignting. “There are five, of
which the door of the vestibule is the
only entrance to the pavillon—a door
always automatically closed, which
ecannot be opened, either from the out-
er or Inside, except with the two spe-
cinl keys which are never out of the
possession of elther Daddy Jacques or
M. Stangerson. Mlle, Stangerson had
no need for me, since Daddy Jacques
todged In the pavilion and be-
cause, during the daytime, she never
jeft her father, When they, all four,
rushed Into the yellow room, after
breaking open the door of the laborn-
tory, the door in the vestibule re-
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| mained closed ns ugnal and of the two
i keys for opening it Daddy Jacques had
one In his pocket and M. Stangerson
the other, As to the windows of the
| pavilion, there are four, the one win-
dow of the yellow room and thoge of
\lh(- Inboratory looking out on to the
country, the window In the vestibule
looking Into the park."”

"It Is by that window that he eseap-
ed from the pavillon!" eried Rouleta-
bille,

“"How do you know that?"

“How? Oh, the thing is slmple
lenough! As soon as he found he could
not eseape by the door of the pavillon
| his only way out was by the window
In the vestibule, unless he could pass
through a grated window. The win-
dow of the yellow room Is secured by
fron bars, becaure it looks out upon
the open conntry; the two windows of
the lnboratory have to be protected In
llke munner for the same reason. As
the murderer got away 1 conceive that
he found a window that was not bar-
red—that of the vestibule, which opens
on to the park—that 1s to gay, Into the
Interlor of the estate. There's not
much magle fn all that”

“Yes," snld M. de Marquet, “but what
you have not guessed s that this single
window in the vestibule, though it has
no lron bars, has =olld lron blinds.
Now, these Iron blinds have remalned
fastened by thelr lron lateh, and yet
we have proof that the murderer made
his escape from the pavillon by that
window! Traces of blood on the inside
wall and on the blinds as” well as on
the floor, and footmarks, of which 1
have tnken the measurements, attest
the faet that the murderer made his
escape that way. But, then, how did
he do it, seelng that the blinds remain
ed fustened on the inslde? IIe passed
through them Ilke a shadow. Baut
what 18 more bewlldering than all, 18
that it 18 Impoessible to form any iden
ns to how the murderer got out of the
yvellow room or how he got across the
laboratory to reach the vestibule!'

“Could that window have bheen
closed and refastened after the flight
of the assassin?' asked Rouletabille,

“That 1s what occurred to me for a
moment, but it would imply an accom:-
plice or accomplices, and T don't see"—

After a short sllence he added:

“Ah, If Mlle. Stangerson were only
well enough today to allow of her
being questioned!"

Rouletabille,  followlng up  his
thonght, asked:

“And the attle? There must be some
ppening to that¥”

*Yes; there {8 0 window or, rather,
akylight In it, which, as It looks oul
toward the country, M, Stangerson
has hod barred, like the rest of the
windows, These bars, ns In the other
windows, have remnined Intact, and
the blinds, which naturally open In-
ward, have not been unfastened, For
the rest, we have not dlscovered any-
thing 1o lead us to suspect that the
murderer bad passed through the at-
tie"

“It seems clear to you, then, mon-
sleur, thot the murderer escaped-—no-
body knows how—hy the window in
the vestibule?”

“Everything goes to prove It.”

“1 think so, too," confessed Rouleta.
bille gravely,

After n brief sllence he continued:

“If you hnve not found any traces
of the murderer in the attie, such as
the dirty footmarks similar to those
tn the floor of the yellow room, you
must come to the conclusion that it
was not he who stole Daddy Jacgques'
revolver.”

“There are no footmarks In the attlc
other than those of Daddy Jacques
blmself,” sald the maglstrate with @
slgnificant turn of his head. 'Then,
after an apparent declsion, he added,
“Daddy Jacques was with M, Stanger
son In the laboratory, and It was lucky
for him he wos"

"Then what part did his revolver
play In the tragedy? It seems vory
clear that this weapon did less harm
to Mlle, Stangerson than It did to the
wurderer."”

The magistrate made no reply to
this question, which doubtiess embar-
rassed him. “M. Stangerson,” he sald,
“tells us thnt the two bullets have
been found In the yellow room, one
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Hls head wus bent down, he had his
hands In his pockets, and he was
whistling. After awhlle I heard him
murmur:

“Poor woman!"

“Is It Mlle, Stangerson you are pity:
Ing?

“Yes, Bhe's a noble womin and
worthy of belnz pitled—n woman of
i great, a very great, character, 1
Imagine—I imagine,”

“You kuow her, then®" )

“Not at all, 1 have never geen her
but onee.”

“Why, then, do you say that she I1s o
woman of great character?

“Beeause she bravely faced the mur-
derer, hecanse she courageously de
fended herself, amd, nhove all, because
of the bullet In the celling.”

they arrived today. Owing to the
fact that the whole country Is o
mourning, no salutes were fired. The
sallors manned the sides of the Con-
Cnecticut and the fags were dipped,
Ambassador Griscom was on board.

The Itallan port officers vigited the
Connecticnt to pay thelr respects to
Rear-Admiral Sperry and express ap-
precintion  for American  sympathy
and ald.

Taft "ots Lid on Secrets,
Augusta, Ga.,., Jan, 10.—Beyond
the relteration of the announcement
that P € Koox will be sceretary of
stato and Frank H. Hitcheock, post-
| master-genernl, Presldent-elect Taft
| has determined that no other eabinet
appointments shall be made known
untll Mareh 4. To make this deter-
mination effective, he will deny all
cabluvet rumors, predictions or an-
nouncements  from any source or
gquarters whatever, In the statement
F attention was directed to the an-
IHRUUGH TO MEXICO ClTY nouncement of the Knox appointimaent
—_— lmm!c- on the dany Mr, Knox arrived
Harriman's Extensions in Mexico Will | In Augusta, and to the statement by
Make Unbroken $3500-Mile Trip. | the  Agsoclated  Press from  Hot
Chivago, Jun. 11,—Within a very | Springs, Va,, of the selection of Mr.
short time It will be possible to trayel | Hileheock  as  postmaster - general
in a Pullman sleeper without change | both of “'m‘,'!' were pronounced cor-
from Portland to Seattle to Mexieo! Tect by Mr. Taflt. i
City through Sacramento, San Fran-| R
clsco, Los Angeles, Mazatlun and Pastor Gets Thief's Coat.
Guadalajara, a distance of 3:-'""! Seattle, Jan.® 10 —Rey, Willlam
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bit of lnck our falllng 1 with that panied the Connecticut to Messina,| Park, of the Asbury Methodist Epis-

sxamining maglstrate and his registrar,  put did not come to Naples, They Suphl enurch; chased & burglar trom

eh? What did T tell you about that proceeded to  Villefranche, where| M8 residence last night, fell during

the c¢hase and badly sprained his
knee, Then he had to eall for help
from the members of his congregn-
tion, assembled In the church nearby.
The church was qulckly emptied and
the men took 1'l|1 the chase,

Spurred on by the belief that the
burglar was running away with his
only overcoat, Rev, Mr., Park at-
tempted to get up three times after
he had fallen. Through his persist-
ent efforts Mr. Park forced the burg-
lar to drop the coat,

When the garment was taken Into
the minister's house It was found to
be the property of the burglar and
not the pastor.
12-Year-Old Boy Speaks From Pulpit

New York, Jan. 11—Michnel Rue-
el, a boy of 12 years, I8 perhaps the
voungest preacher In the elty He
dellvered a sermon lasi night In an
BEust 8lde Catholie church, taking for

| his text, “Behold, | Bring You Tid-

Ings of Great Joy." The child com-
posed the sermon himself and was
well recelved,

“You know, dear cooed a young
marrled weman, “you promised to let
me Lave all the pla money 1 waoted."

“Yoa, love, and you shall have It

HON, you dear thing! Well, 1 saw n
plo today, with dlawonds and pearls In
It, nud 1 do want It so!"—London Ex-
Moess, ’

miles. This remarkable journey will
be made possible by the extensive
rallrond construction which K. H.

completed, Mr, Harriman will have
the longest north and south rallrond
In the entire world,

El Paso through the new oll ns'ld_-el

of the state of Chihuahun, and then |
on to a conpection with this north
and south line on the west const
new north and south line through
0Old Mexico jolns the Southern Pa-
cific at Tueson, Arizoon, and within
r short time, probably less than :||
month, through sleeping-car service
will be established between that eity |
and Muzatlan, a distance of 900
miles. [

seen never forgotten.

Cases of Leaders Before Federation |

history of union labor in the United

Btates ls the meeting today of the InSh ComCdY'
L b e b ‘| | 1\ L} .
executive counecll of the lllll‘ll'.![lll| WB Calﬂr Btrlctly tﬂ

Federation of Labor, called to con-

of union men to Jall for contempt|
of court,

Just what action the federation
pere, its president; Frank Morrison,
ita secretary, and John Mitchell, its
second vieo-president, Is not definite-
Iy known. It Is safe to suy, however,

embedded In the wall stalned with the
Impression of a red hand-—-a man's |
large hand—and the other in the cell
fng."

Rouletabillie. “In the celllng! That's
very curfous! In the celling!™

He puffed awhlle In sllence at his
plpe, enveloping himself In the smoke.
When we reached Eplnay-sur-Orge |
had to tap him on the shoulder to
arouse him from his dream and coma
out on to the platform of the station.

There the magistrate and his regls-

“Oh, oh, In the celling!” muttered i padlA

that a vigorous protest will be made
against the Impostion of the jall gen-
tence pronounced by Judge Wright
of the District ol Columbla sup: e

Vines Harvestor Trost

Topeka, Kan., Jan. 11—The Kan-
sas supreme court, In declsion hand-
ed down Saturday, affirmed the ver-
dliet and fine of the distriet court for
Shawnee county agninst the Inferna-
tlonal Harvester Compuny, ‘The com-
pany must pay & fine of $12,600 on

trar bowed to us and, by rapldly get-
[ting Into & ecab that wne awalting
| them, made us understand that they
| had seen enough of us,

| *“How long will it take to walk to
the Chatean du Glandler” Rouleta-
bllle asked one of the rallway porters,

and three-quarters—easy walking," the
man replled,

“An hour and a half or an huur‘

Rouletablile looked up at the sky | SBaturday

and, po doubt finding lts appearance
satisfactory, took my arm and gald:
“Come on! 1 veed a walk. It was a

- L]
42 counts, ench connt being a viola- Admlwon:

tion of the eriminal section of the

Harriman is rapldly prosecuting to ol
completion in Old Mexico,

When the maln line of thig work s

Ita Tmporiangs| ‘ ,
® greatly enhanced by the semi-ofi- | ! I] !
cial announcement that he Is to coxn- aL Ott S )Ol e 0
struct a road from a point east of / / [ ]
]

e One of the best sho vs of its size traveling. Once
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CLEAN, REFINED
LIBEH MEN GATHR  Vaudeville Show

Council in Washington L y "
= Consisting of Acrobats, Contortionists, Barrel
Washington, Jan, 11—One of the - . . -
most important assemblages in nu-l.]llmpmg, Slnglﬂg, Dancmg, Black Face and

ladies and gcntlemen

and our show has the same merits

will take In the cases of Samuel uum-ig Change Of Program Nightly

EVERYTHING NEW THIS YEAR

ENTERPRISE. OPERA HOUSE
Monday and Tuesday Nights

January 18 and 19

Kansas antl-trust laws.

ADMIRM: SPERRY AT NAPLES , PHONIE HOMIE 115

| Commander of Atlantie Fleet Are
rives in Itallan Harbor,
Nuples, Jan, 11—The Unlted States
| battieshlp Connecticut arrived hero
Her sgister ships of the
special squadron sent to the relisf
of the earthquuke sufferers, the Ver-
mont, ‘Kunsas and Minnesota, accom-
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