(CTHAPTER XIV, contluued.)

senator ‘Langdon’s secretary peered
gtralght lute Norton's eyes,

“Hecause, congressman” he sald, “if
1 were to put my money in Gulf City
perbiaps 1 wouldn't lose it.”

The southerner took a step forward,

leaned over and glared angrily at
Haines, His face whitened.
“Yon don't mean that you conld

gwing Langdou into Gulf Clty?’ bhe
g:w;wt:

Halnes smiled.

w1 enn't suy that, Norton, but 1 guess |

people Interested In Altacooln wonld
hate to have me try.”

“] didn't know you were that kind,
Hulnes,” sunld Norten, his virtue

“I'll make you pay for that™

aroused ut the thought of losing his
money. “So you'se playing the game
like ali the rest¥”

“Why shomidn't 17 shrugged (he sec-
returs. "1 goness perhups I'm a little
gore because the Altacooln people
baven't even pald me the compllment
of thiuking 1 hnd any influence, so
they can't expect me to work for them.
The Gulf City people have., As things
stand, Gulf City looks pretty good to
we.

“Is this straight talk?" exclalmed
Norton.

“Tuke 1t or leave It," retorted Bud.

The Mississippian leaned with his
bands ou the desk.

“Well Hilnes, If you're like the
rest and are really Interested In Alta-
coola, 1 don't Enow that you'd have 1o
go very far to taik.”

“You know something of Altacoola
Iandg, then, Norton?"
tingling with suppressed excltement,
He felt thnt he was getting close to
real focts In o colossal “deal.”

Norton was sure of his man now,

“Well, 1 nm fn topch with some peo- |

ple who've got lunds and options on
more. 1 might fix It for you to come |
I he whispered. |

Hulnes shook his head. |

“You know I haven't much money, |
Norton. All T could put In would be
my Influence. Who are these people?
Are they cheap little local folks or are |
they real people here who have some
power nnd can do something that is
worth while? !

“Do 1 look ke I'd fool with cheap
skates, Falnes? They're the real peo-
ple 1 think, Haines, that elther Seu-
ator Stovens or Senator Penbody would
advise you that youn are safe.”

"Al! Then Stevens and Peabody
are the ones, They'll make it Alto-
coola, then sell to the government at
8 blg ndvance and move to ‘Eansy
Etreet." "

“That's right," agreed Norton.

Bud Huines straightened abruptly.
The expresston on his face gave Naor-
ton o suddey ehill—made him tremble.

“Now I've got you,’ cried the secre-
fary. “You've glven yourself dead
away. I've kpown all along you're o |
@—d thief, Norton, and you've just
proved it to me yourself.” |

“What do you mean?' Norton was !
clinching his fist. Words llke that |
metn fight to a southerner!™ |

“I wenn thet before Senator Lang- |
ot goss one step farther i this wat- {
tr he shall know that his colleagues |
aud you are thieves, Mr., Norton, try-
Lig to use him for a cat’s paw to steal
for them from the government. 1 sus-
Peeted something this morning when
Gulf City tried 1o bribe me and a vis-
Hor from there gave me what turns
Out to be » pretty good tip*

"80 that was your dirty trick.” ex-
fialmed the congressman as he re
Buined his composure,

"Set 0 make believe thief to eateh o
Pl one”  laughed the secretary.
“Very zood trick, 1 think”

"I'll make you pay for that!” cried

Norton, shaking his fist. |

"All right, Send In your bill any old
Ume," laughed Haines, “The sooner
lie better. Meantime I'm going to talk
to Langdon "

He had started for the door when
Carolina Langdop re-entered, followed

her brother Randolph.

“Wait n minute,” sald Norton, with
Wexpected quietness. “I wouldn't do
'.t.m Fou're about to do, Mr. Halnes."
tourse you wouldn't,” sneered
Halnes,

1 ean that you will be making a
Mistake, Hoines, to tell the senator

ot

ulrtlll o't o - ™
wi oy J‘lucd:;.gmm Miss Lang

*hat ou tave ledrned.” rejoined the
Sotithernep, struggling to keep calm at
:'lh “rtienl moment when nll was at
"lh'. He renlized, further, thut pow

8 the time to put Haloes out of the

snld Robert, |
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|
| eanse, you see, you aon't Know fis much
as you think. I wouldu't talk to Lang-
don If 1 were you. 1t will ouly em-
barrass him and do no good, becmuse
Langdon’s money 18 In this scheme,
ton, and Langdon's In the same boat
| with the rest of ys,"

Hulues stopped short at this astound.

Ing clinrge nguiust bis chief.

“Nurton, you le! I'l Lelleve it of
Lavgdon when be tells ne B0; Dot otli.
erwive"

Narton turned to Randolph,
“Perbaps you'll belleve Alr,
don's son, Mr, Halnes?"
Randolph Lnvgdon stepped forward
IS true, Halves™ Lo snid: “mmy fa
ther's woney 15 in Altacooly 1ands.”

| Haives looked bim up and down, with
in snecr.

Lang-

“Your inoney may bLe™” Le sald. *
don't thiuk you're a bit too good for it,
but your father is a different kind."

Carolina Langdon stood at the back
of Lhe room, mervously awaiting the
|nn-m:-m when, sie knew, she would
be forced into the unplensant discus
glon,
| *“I reckon you ¢an't refuse to Lelleve
Alss Langdon,” drawled Norton, with
gggravuted dellberation,

“Of course,” stummered Halnes, “I'd
belleve It If Miss Langdon suys it's
80,

The congressmay turned  oward
Caroling as he spoke aud fixed on her
9 tense look which spelled as plainly
s though spoken, “It's ull In your
bands, wy fortune—yours,"

She slowly drew across the room.
Halnes conld bardly concen] the tue-
moll of his mesd, The world seemed
suddenly suniched from around him,
leaving ber figure nlone before Lim.
Would she affirm what Norton and
Randolpl bhad ssid?
her,
she—
| Carollna played for Ume, Bhe feared
the making of a false move,
| *1 don't understand?' she sald In-
quiringly to Nortown,

But surely It was impossible that

He calmly began nn eloaborate expla-

nation,

discovered that
there is a certaln

perfectly  legiti-
o iy te venture in
K 2 mute ve :
,-rf ' 7 \}7’\-\ Altacools  lands
Wt ,-/:’ ) bweing carrled on
\Qi‘l,d’:'; 1 through  certaln
b I L
4 I influentigl people
| we know and by

me, The blood of
the young re
former is bolling.

u He 18 golug
struight to your
{ futher
“My fathor—is—In— facts,

the deal,” “T uave tried to
explain to him bow it will needlessly
embnrrnss the senntor and spoll lis
own future. He won't belleve me.
won't Lelieve your bLrother, FPerhaps
you can make it clear”

At last Carmiiun perved herself to
gpaeak.

“You had better not go to my fa
ther, Mr, Halnes, It will do no good.
He—lg—in—the ded!! You must be
lleve me when I tell you so."

The girl took her eyes from the sec-
retary. He was plainly sufferivg.

CHAPTER XV.
CAROLINA LANGDOX'S ADVICE.

“" ET me speak to Mr. Halnes
alone,” said Carolina to Norton
and her Lrother.

Norton turned a triumphbant

grin at Rundeiph as he beckoned lim

out aund whispersd: *“Leave bim to

her. Its all right, That New Yur‘k
dude has Leen riding for a fall—he's
going to get it now."”

»1 am sorry, so sorry this should

have occurred, Mr. Haines,” Carolina
suld gently.

The secretary looked up slowly, his
face drawn, 1t was an effort for him
to spenk .

“1 ean't understand 1t Le e::ldr “;l:

rhin't bnve thought so much o
s - a month ago, but
1 have come to
Jove the senator
almost a8 & 8O0,
and to think that
he could be like
the rest of that
bunch s awful”

Halnes," sald the
girl.

do you

What
demanded.

The
glance wavered.

“Don't ldenllze
we too much, el-
ther, Mr. Halnes,
1 didu’t think It
was much.
paps 1 don't un-

)

derstand business
-y '7’1 any too well”
= “But you see
of pan't understand g o w?  insisted
i, he sad. the man,

M-I that were possible. “A mis-
» M Halues,” he continued. “he-

' fully. =]

Frederick R. Toombs

COPYRIGHT, 1909. BY THOMAS A, WISE

|

“Yes; T see at least that you and fa-
ther can never work together now.™
| Halnes nodded affirmatively,

| "I suppose so. I'm thinking of that.
How am I to leave him? We're been
$o close. I've been so fond of him. 1
don't know how I could tell him.™
In girlish, friendly fashion Carollua
rested her hand on his arm. }
"Won't you take wy nadvice, Alr,
Haines? Go away without seelng him,
| Just leave a note to say you have
gone. He will understand. It will be
easler for both that way—easier for
him, easler for you" She paused,
looking at him appealingly as she end-
od very softly, “And easler for me, Mr.
| Halnes.”
He looked nt her thoughtfully,
“Easler for you?" he sahl
well. I'll do it that way ™

i

“Very
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the note. Carollna watched him curl-
ously, i . . e
bim this note, T’ ¥ "
| *What will you do,” she asked, “now Wﬁu.: o ‘:walv" tt:;“:h::rﬂ::e;::‘:‘u: i s-tl]u',u.-:(‘ I should have taken o [ Bowing Machlues for rent, by tha
| that you have given up this position " things. Goodby . secretary who wia o souiherner and o weok or mont'i, at the 8 aad Hand

"0h, 1 can always go back to pews-

Paper work,” he

[ answersd  with-
| % out looking up.

! The term “news-

| /<<\ l paper work™ guve

Curolina a shock,
|

She had forgot-
tén that this man |
bad been a re-
porter. Here he

Haines bowed and hurrled from the
room through a side doorway just as
Senator Langdon came In througlh the
main entrance.

“Bud, Bud," he called, but tie sec-
retary did not hait.

Carolina Langdon stood with Hulues'
vote in her hand, wondering at what
she hud doune. She regretted havipg

| beecome entungled In the wars of wmen

in Washington. She saw (ot the

| Bentleman, Well, Rondolph, you'll
have to act now, Take (hig lettor'—

| The young mnn sat down and took
the following from the senantor's dicta-

Stope,
Bowel Complaint in Children,
\\-ht‘u

tion: X En -_r.'ha old th littla
Mr, Haines, ‘llnlgllll'! of BN, Dewy, a woelknown
Sir—1 quite understand your feeilngs | Werclant of Aznewviile, Vi, had nn

and the impossiullity of your continulns ,i1aek of eholesn Infantum, Chamber

He must believe |

“Miss Langdon, this secretary has |

with the |

He |

“You are 1oo
muech of an
ideallst, Mr.

‘“And you?|
thiuk of 7" he |

glrl'n\

Per- |

The girl looked up &t Lim mmw-l

was turned loose
with the koow]-
edge of this

' “deal,” which she

& krew would be

popular marerial

p, for newspapers

s te print. Bhe

E e must galn  still

another point,

“1 ean oo back 1o and she felt that

| Rowspagsr work, she Lind enough
powes o win agalost him.

| “T'm going to ausk you stlll another

| favor” she sall.

Bud returned her look with a bitter
 smile,

“What 1s 19"

"You bave learned about this—this
land matter and"—

“Oh, yes! 1 can guess. Yon want
we to keep qulet about [t—to hush it
up,” # shade of scorn In his tone.

“I only usked this so that you would
| not disgrace me,” she pleaded,

Disillusloned at last, robbed of his
lifelong optimism, shorn of his Ideals,
even his love—for he begun to Oespise
(thls  Dbesutiful, misguided woman—

{ Halnes sat broken In spirit, thinking |

| how quickly the brightness of life
fades to blackuess.

“Very well," he sald sadly. *I sup-
| pose you are (nonocent. I'll save you.
If they're all—-your father, too—ecrook-
ed, why shouldn’t T be crooked? All
|right; 1 won't say anything.”

“1 only as® you uat to disgrace me”
pleaded the girl. “You will promise
| that ¥

“It's a promise.’

Bhe sighed in relief.

“Father will he coming back soon,"™
she suld,  “You won't waut W see
him."

Halnes rose,

(zive

‘ “Nao 1 won't want to eee him
|
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mau's gnine was played too strongly,
toa furiously fast, for most women to
enter, yet she refolced that the covetod
fortune had uot been lost. She wus
sorry that her means of savivg 11 had
not been less guestionable,
that ambition and bovesty, ambition
| and trgth, with dificulty follow the
same path.

Benator Langdon's face was unusuul-

Lines showed in his face thnt the
daughter had never noticed Liefore.

had followed him, exchange significant
glances—jubllant glances — wnd  won-

.| dered what new development they bad

maneuvered,

“He's gone without a word,” the sen-
ator sighed. “Well, perhaps that's
best,"”

“He left a note for yon," sald the
glrl, handing him the letter which
Halnes had given her,

Langdon opened it and rend:

I am giving up the Job. You can under-
stand why, The least sald about it be-
tween us the better. 1 am sorry. That's
all BUD FIAINES.
letter a second

Blowly he read the
| Vime.

“And he was making the bLest kind
of a secretary, I thought.”

Divining that something against
Huines had been told her father, Caro-
lina glanced at Norton,

“I told your father how we caught
‘ Mr, Halnes," he spoke as an nnswer
i to her,

The girl was startled. 8he bad not
| thought that things would go this far

“I told bim how Halnes wanted to
gel In some land speculation scheme
:wlth Altacoola, how we tricked Lim
and crught him with the goods when
he made the proposition to me and
how we forced him to confess.”

| “Don't forgel terc's some money coming

TR TS

| “You told father that?" gasped Caro-
Hua. _

Norton nodded,

“l dou't understand it,” sald Lang-
don. “To think that be was thut
| kind ! -
| Sou Randolph now teok bis turn In
the cuse against the secretary.
| “We were both here, father. I heard
| him—Carollnn  beard bim,” he sald,
“Didn't you, Carollnn?*
| “Yes,” sald the girl weakly, “1 wus
bere.” Then sbe turned abruptly, “1
muat an® shoe eold “sunet go globt
awsy. Ars. Holeomb is waiting for
mll

The senator turned to bis desk bent |

and disconragad »

Bhe saw |

In my employ. The least aald abhout It y X -
the bettor. T am worry too, lnin's Colle, Chalern and DIsreation
| WILLIAM M. LANGDON, temody was glvey and ~effested o
*Fou boys ran awny. I've got to complete cure This' re by HET
"]::]'I“ A the seneton, proven wvery succensful g oawey of
hen the pale Lind gone the old man bowel eompleint  In chbldren  nani
drew the letter to him, and below his whon given acconling to ti in

elznature he added a postseript, “Don't e SRR LS, S0 N :

forzet there's some money coming to
_\“n'il."

Wiulklng across the room to lonve,
ho slzhed:

“ITe was making the best kind of a

printed directions ean be relled upon
with perfent
21 with
plessnng

conil lence, Whon redue.
wilor snl swedtenol It 1
to take, which |s of groat
importonee when a medicine mopst Lo

ly grave as he came to greet Caroliug. |

Bhe saw Norton and Randolph, who |

! seeretary,” glven to chlldren,
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