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CHAPTER VIL

LEARNS OF THINGS UNPLEAS-
LAWGDOR ANT.

AINES quickly walked over and
touched the southerner on the
arm.

“Well, my boy, what can 1
do for you ” l‘kld the new senator,
turning, with & pleasant smile,

“My oame s Halues, Senator Ste-
yens was [0 spenk to you about me.
I'm the first of the uewspaper corre-
spondents come 1o interview you."

Langdon's familinr smile broudened.

“Well, you don't look as though you'd
bite. Heckon 1 can gtand for It. Is It
very plintul?"

«] nope It won't be, sensator,” Halnes
sald, feeling Instinctively that he wuas

to lke this blg, hearty cltizen,

=4ll right, Mr. Haines, just as soon
as I've sald goodby to my old friend,
Colonel Btopeman, I'll be with you.”

And to his continued amazement
Halnes saw the senator walk away
with the old Unlon colonel, slap Limn
on the buck, cheer him up and fnally
pid bim goocdby after exiending a cor-
dial lovitatlon to come around to dio-
mer, meet his daughters and talk over
old times,

The antiguated Federal soldler march-
el away more erect, more brisk, than
in years, completely restored to favor
tn the eyes of the hotel people. Lang-
don turned to the reporter.

“All right, Mr. Halnes; my hands are
wp. Do your worst, BSenator Stevens
spoke to me about yon; said you were
the smartest young newspaper man in
Washington. You must come from the
south.”

Bud shook his head.

“No, Just New York." be sald.

“Well, that's a promising town”
drawled the southerner, *“They tell me
that's the Vicksburg of the north."

“] suppose you haven't been to New
York of late. senator?" suggested the
pOWSpAper man.

“Well, I started up there with Gen-
ernl Lee once," respinded Langdon
reminiscently, “but we changed our
minds and came back. You may have
heard about that trip.”

Haines admitted that he had.

“fince that time,” went on Lang-
don, "T've confined my travels to New
Orleans and Vicksburg. Ever been In
New Orleans about Mardl Gras time,
Mr. Halnes 7"

“Sorry, but 1 don't belleve I have,"”
confessed the reporter reluctantly.

The senator seemed surprised.

“Well, silr, you have something to
live for, 1'll make It my special busl-
hess to personally conduect you through
one Mardl Gras, with a special under-
standing, of course, that you don't
print anything in the paper. I'm &
vestryman in my chuorch, but since
misfortune has come upon our state 1
have to be careful.”

Haines searched his brain, He knew
of no grave calamity that had bap-
pened recently in Mississippl.

“Mistortune?" he questioned.

Benator Langdon nodded.

“Yes, slr, the great old state of Mis-
sissippl went prohibition at the last
electlon. 1 don't know how It hap-
pened. We haven't found anybody In
the state that says he voted for it, but
the fact 18 a fact. I assure you, Mr,

Haines, that prohibition stops at my

front door, in Missisalppl. So1've been

:‘l"lﬂl a quiet life down on my planta-
on.""

“This new life will be n great change
for you, then?" suggested the reporter.

"Changel It's revolutionary, sir!
When you've expected to spend your
old days peacefully In the country,
Mr. Halnes, suddenly to find that your
Btate has called on you'—

A flavor of sarcasm came into
Halnes' reply.

“Tbe office seeking the man?' He
tould not heip the slight sneer. Was
R mwan pever to admit that he bad
dought the office? Haines knew only
too well of the arduous work neces-
§ary te vecure nominations for high of-
fice in conventions and fo win an elec-
Mmmm&m.mula&-
latore, In almost every ease, he knew,
the ecandidate must make a dozen dif-
ferent “deals” to secure votes, might
Promise the same office to two or three
different leaders, force others into line
by threats, send a trusted agent to an-
other with a roll of bank bills—the re-
ciplent of which would Immediately
conclude that this candidate was the
only man in the state who could save
the nation from destruetion. Had not
Halnes seen men who had sold thelr
Unsus delegates for cash to the
highest bidder rise in the conventicn
ball and in impassioned, dramatic
Yolce exclaim in pralse of the buyer,
“Gentlemen, it would be a erying
lh-mk a crime against civilization, if

chosen representatives of our
grand old state of — did not go on
Fecord in favor of much a man, such a

true citigzen, such an inspired patriot, |

A8 be whose name I am about to men-
ton!" 8o the reporter may be forgiv-
0 for the fronical tinge In his husty
Interruption of the new senator's re-

Langdon gonld not suppress a chuc-
:1;;: the doubting note in Haloes' at-
“I think the man would be pretty
*mall potatoes who wouldn't seek the
of United States semator, Mr.

Iran it bhe cctd wid ks aonld oot I

:

When | was & young man, sir, politica
In the south was n career for a gentle-
| man, and | still can't see how be could
be better engaged than In the service
of his state or his country "

“That's right,” agreed the reporter,
further impressed by the frank sinceri-
ty of the Mississipplan.

“The only condition In my mind, Mr.
Haines, 18 that the man should ask
himself searchingly whether or not
he's competent to give the service.
But I seem to be talking a good deal.
Suppose we get to the Interview. Ex-
pect your time is short. We'd better
begin.”

“l1 thought we were In the inter-
view?" smiled the correspondent.

“In it!" exclalmed Langdon, *“Well,
If this Is Ir, It Isn't so bad. | see you
use a painless mothod. When 1 was
down In Vicksburg a reporter backed
me up in a4 corner, slipped his hand In
his hip pocket and pulled out a Hst of
questions just three feet four Inches
long.

“He wanted to know what 1 thought
concerning the taril on aluminium hy-
drates and how [ stood abogt the open-
ing of the Tento Pu reservation of the
Comanche Indians, and what were my
idens about the differentinl rate of
| honuls from the Missourl river.

1 “He was a wonder, that fellow!
Kinder out of place on a Mississippl
paper. 1 started to offer him a job,
but he was so proud | was afrald he
wouldn't gecept Iit. However, Il gives
¥You my idea of n reporter.”

l “If you've been ngalnst that, 1 ought

| to thank you for talking to me,” laugh-

'ed Haines.

“Then you don't want to know any-
thing about that sort of stuff?" said
Langdon, with a hugh sigh of relief.

“No, senator,” was the amused rg-
ply.~ “1 think generally if 1 know what
ilort of o man 8 man Is 1 can tell a
great deal about what he will think
on various guestions."

Langdon started Interestedly.

“You mean, Mr. Haines, If yon know
whether I'm honest or not you can fit

“My hands are up. Do your worst.”
me up with a set of views. Is that the
idea? Seems to wme you've the sort of
man I'm looking for”

The other smillngly sbook his hend.

“1 wouldn't dare fix up a Unlted
States senator with a set of views,” he
gald. *I only mean that I think what
a man is Is important. 1've been do-
Ing Wagliington for a number of years.
Pve hnd an esceptional opportunity to
gop how politics work, 1 dou®™ be-
lleve In party politics. 1 don't belleve
n parties, but 1 do belleve In wen,"”

Langdon nodded approvingly, then a
twinkle shone In his eyes.

“We don't belleve In parties in Mis.
gissippl,” he drawled. “We've only
one—tlie Democratic party—and a few
kickers."”

Haines grinned broadly at this de-
seription of southern politics.

#“What was this you were saylng

about national polities?" continued the
Mississipplan.  “I'm a beginner, you
know, and 1'm always ready to learn,

wppis 1s o new thing—a reporter
teaching & senator polities," laughed

Halnes.
Senator Langdon jolned i the merri-

mﬁftmkou reporters could teach Unlt-
ed States senators lots of things, Mr.
Halnes, if the senalord had sense
enough to go to gchiool. Now, | come
up lLere on a platform the chief prin-
ciple of which Is the naval base for
the gulf. Now, how are Wwe¢ going lff
put that through? My state wants it

“You're probably sure it will be o
wonderful thing for the country and
the south.” suggested Flnines

“Of course.”

wBut why do you think most of the
congressmen and sepators will vote

'
rt,;‘tlle: goutherner took off his bat, lean-
ed back and gazed across the lobby
fully.

th‘?;egehu:u to’-me the benefit to the south
and country would be gufficlent reason,
Afr. Halnes,” be finally replled.

The newspaper man's brain lwnrked
; ly. Golng over the entlre con-
:?Jl:::(ian with Langdon and what be
had seen of him, he wns certain that
the Mississipplan pelleved what be
gaid—that, mnoreover, the bellef was
deeply rooted. His long newspaper
tralnine bad edocated w

| polities  very

ways of men, thelr nctions and mental
processes — what naturally to expect
from a given set of circumstances. He
felt a growing regard, an affection, for
thls unassuming old man before him,
who did not know and probably would
be slow to understand the hypoerisy,
the ecunning trickery of llwm.kp;‘
who unmake laws.

“Sufficient resson for you, senator,”
Haines added. “You have not been in
long, have yu? he
queried dryly.

A wry smlle wrinkled the Mississip-
plan's face,

“Been lu long enough to learn some
unpleasant things 1 dldn't know be-
fore." He remembered Martin San-
ders,

“Will you allow me to tell you a
few more?" nsked Halnes.

Langdon inclined his hesd In ne-
(ulescence. “Reckon I'd better know
the worst and get throngh with it.”

“Well, then, senator, somebody from
Nebraska will vote for what you want
in the way of the naval base becnuse
be'll think then yew'll help him de-
mand money to dredge some muddy
creek that he has an Interest in.

“Somebody In Pennsylvania will vote
for it becpuse he owes n grodge and
wnnts to hurt the Philadelphla ship
people.

“You'll get the Democrats because
it's for the south, but If your blll was
for the west coast they might Aghe it
tooth and nall, even with the Japanese
fleet crulsing dangerously near.

“And the Republicans may vote for
it because they see a chance to clalm
glory and perbaps break the soelid
s#outh in the next presidentin]l cam-
paign. You ecatch the iden?"

“What!" exclaimed the astounded
Langdon.

“Well, who In hades wil] vote for it
because it's for the good of the United
States?" he gasped.

“1 believe you will, senator,” replied
Haulnes, with ready confidence.

CHAFPTER VIIL
TIOW BENATOR LANGDON GETS A BECRE-

TARY.
ANGDON leaned over and selzed
the arm of bhis interviewer.
“See here, young man, why
aren't you In politles?” he sald.

“Too busy, senator,” replied Halves.
“Besides, 1 llke the newspaper game."

“Game?" querled Langdon.

“Oh, 1 use the word in a general
sense, senator,” replled Halnes, *“Pret-
ty much everything is 8 ‘gnme'—socle-
ty, politics, newspaper work, business
of every sort, Men and women mike
‘moves' to meet the moves of other
men and women. Why, even in rell-
glon, the way some people play a"—

The speaker was Interrupted by the
appearance of Hope Georgla, who was
searching for her father,

“Stay bere nnd listen to wbat a hard
tnsk your old father has got” sald the
Mississipplan to his daughter, whom
he presented to Halnes with a pletur-
esque flourish reminiscent of the pride
and chivalry of the old south, “He has
the lden that those New Yorkers who
read his paper would actually like to
know something about me."

Hope Georgia stole many glances at
the reporter as he talked with ber fa-
ther. He made a deep lmpression on
her young mind. She bad spent almost
all her life ou the plantation, ber fa-
ther providing ber with a private tu-
tor instead of sending her to boarding
school, where her elder sister had been
educated. Owling to the death of her
mother the planter had desired to keep
Hope Georgin at home for companion-
ship, This good looking, clean cut,
well bullt young man wbo was taking
s0 big and so actlve a part of the
world’s work brought to her the at-
mosphere that her spirit craved. He
gnve one no lmpression of abllity, of
earnestness, of sineerity, and she was
glad that her father approved of bhim.

Hope Georgia, by the same token,
did not escape the attentlon of the In-
terviewer. Her appenling c¢harm of
face and figure was accentuated by
ber dalntiness and a fleeting sugges-
tion of nalvete In polse and expression
when she wns amused. His first
glance revenled to Halnes that her
eyes were gray, the gray that people
gay Indicates the possessor to bhave
those priceless qualities—the qualities
that moke the sweetest women true,
that make the maiden's eyes In troth
the windows of her soul, the qualities
that make women womanly.

She sat close to her father, her band
in his, Hstening intently to the unfold-
ing of a story of what to her wos a
mysterious world -the man's world,

the strong man's world—which many
a woman would glve her all to enter
and play a part therein.

“\What else have you agalnst a po-
litical career, Mr. Haines?' went on
the senator, taking up their conver
satlon.

“Well, mv age for oune thing. |
haven't any groy bairs.”

Langdon waved this objection aside.

] might arrange to pool ages with
you, Sometimes I think we want
young men o politics, like yon."

The reporter shook his head,

#0ld iu age and young In politics,
Hke you, Senntor Langdon,” he replled.
wpolities | sometimes think Is pure
bypocrisy and gometimes something
woris A man oate dlametad with dhe
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trickery nnd dlshonesty and corrup-
tlon."

“Then,” drawled Langdon, “the thing
to do Is to jump In and stop It! 1
read In the newspapers a great deal
about corruption. The gentlemen in
nationnl polities whom I have hnd the
hopor of knowing—S8enator Moseley,
an intimate friend of thirty years; my
present colieague, Senntor Steveus, nnd
others—have been a8 bonest us the day
I8 long."™

“But the days do get short in No-
vember, when congress meets, don't
they ¥ lnughed Haloes, rising. “I'm
afraid I've tnken too much of your
time, and 1 geem to bave talked a lot"” |

Jlangdon was amused,

“Does look like 1I'd been Interviewing |
you. [ reckon each one of us has gul
a pretty good notlon of what the other
man's like.” I wanted it thut way, and
| llke you, Mr. Halnes. 1I've got a prop-
ositlon to make to you. They tell me |
1'll need n secretary. Now, | think |
need just such a young man as you., |
don't know Just exactly what the work
wounld be or what the financial nr-
rangements should be, but 1 think you
and | would make n pretty good teauw,
1 wish you'd come” He turned to lls
daughter, with a smile, “What do you
think of that, Hope Georgla? Isa’t
your dad right?'

Smillng bher approval, the young girl
squeezed ber father's band In ber en
thusiasm,

“l think It's a splendid ldea, dad
just great! Won't you come, Mr

“Won't you come, Mr. Haines ™

Halnes? We—eh—]—1 know my Ifa-
ther would llke to have you."

As he stood before his two new
found friends—for such Haloes now
considered the Mississipinn and bis
daughter—he could not suppress feel-
Ings of surprise tinged with uncertaln-
ty. He bad, Uke other newspaper men,
recelved offers of employment from
politiclans who desired to Increase
their influence with the press. Sowme-
times the salary offered had been large,
the work so lght that the reporter
could “earn” the mouney and yet retaln
his newspaper position, a scantily dis-
gulsed specles of bribery, which bad
wrecked the careers of several promis-
ing young reporters well kuown to
Halnes, young men who had been thus
led into “selling their columus™ by un-
scrupulous machine dictators,

Haines knew that the Misslssipplnn
had po ulterior purpose to serve in his
offer, yet bhe must have time to think
over the proposal,

“] thank you, senator,” he fnally
sald. *1 apprecinte the opportunity,
coming from you, but I've never
thought of giving up the newspaper
profession. It's a fascinating carcer,
one that | am too fond of tw leave.”

Langdon started (o reply, when a de
lighttully modulated southern voice in-
terrupted:

“Father, I've been out with Mrs
Spangler to look for some othier rooms.
1 don't lke this botel, and | found some
that 1 do Hke"

Halnes turned to see & handsomely
gowned young woman who had the
stamp of a putriclan’s daughlter ln her
and ber countenauce—a bru-
pette, with delicate features, though
determination shone in her eyes and
ppeared in the self contained polse of
ber head, She was the lmperious type
of beauty and suggested to
dry ul

;

i
Haloes e |

Wiud SCON TO DAVE WUEA it ey meuce.
Gazing at bor with 4 sense of a grow-
Ing admiration, Haines gave an lnvol-
untary start as  Senator  Langdon
spoke:

“My daughter, Miss Carclina Lang-
don, Mr, Halones” sald the senator.

Carolina was Interested,

“Are you the newspaper man who Is
interviewing father? 1 hope you'll do
n nlee one. We want him to be a
successful and popular senator. We'd
ke to help him If we could,"”

The corrvespondent bowed,

“] should say you certnluly would
help bim to be a populsr senntor,” he
feclared emplistically. falling to notice
that Hope Georgin whs somewhat an-
noyed at the enthusiasm displayed over |
her elder sister. In fact, Hope Georgia |
wns sufferlng a partial If pot total
eelipse,

“I'm leaving It toe Mr, Halnes to put
down the things 1 ought to say,"” broke
in the senator. “He knows."

“Yes, he kpows everything about |
Washington, Carollua,” excinlmed Hope '
Georgln splritedly. |

The older girl spoke ongerly. ‘

“1 wish you'd lnterview me, Mr.
Maines, Ask we how 1 ke Washilng: |
tow. 1 feel as though 1 mst tell munu!
one Just how much I do lke ft! It
Is too wonderful!” }

“I'd ke mighty well to Interview |
you, Miss Lungdon,” cuthuslastically |
exelnlimed Halnes, !

“1 hope you wil some time, Mr, |
Halves," remarked Carollna as she sald
goodby,

Watching her as she turned away,
Halnes saw her extend a warm groet-

“I hope yowll do a nice one”

Ing to Covgressman Clarles Norton, |
who had advanced towird the group,

“Strunge how the Lungdous treat
him as a friend—intimite one, too,” he
thought, “What If they should learn
of Nortou's questlonable operations at
the capltol; of bls connection with two
uusavory ‘deals,” one of whick result
ed in au amendment of the pure food
Inw s0 that manufacturers of 4 value
less ‘consumption cure’ could coutinue
to mislead the victims of (he ‘white
plugue;’ Norton, who aad uttered ap
eplgrum pow celebroted In the tap-
rooms of Washiogton, “I'be paths of
glory lead but (o the grafL* ™

“Miss Laugdon Is very benutiful and
attructive, sir,” sald Halnes, resuming
with the sepator,

“Yes,” drawled the Mississipplan,
“Girls in the south genernlly are”

“Well, 1 wust be golung. 1'll think
about  your secretaryshlp, Senator
Lavgdon. Perbaps | can find some
une."

“Wish you'd think about It for your-
self,” observed the senntor, while Hope
Georgin agaln podded approval. “lt
would be a hard job. There are so
many matters of polltieal detail pbout
whieh 1 awm sadly Inespericnced that
rewlly most of the work would full on
e secrétary.”

Bud Haloes poused, Agalo he thought
over Langdon's offer,  Hy genuineness
appealed (o hio. Suddenly there dawn.
od uon bim un ldes of Jost whot It
wight menn to be aasociated with 1his
honest old cittzen who had asked for

Home phone both office and

reslilence, .
LA o S T S SRR R S O IR I S B Y N
senator's gulde o-d ronfllunt—his ad-
viser In blg wmutiers.  Why, he would
practically e United Btates ecuntor
bimself, He knew the “helde” as
few olhers I Washington, Hore was

a4 chntice Lo nteh his wit against thint

of Peabocy. the bow of the sennte; n
chance to spoil ne of the dishonest
schemes of th s who were podroltly
“playiug the gnme,” e conld bether,
too, the iotrigning members of the
“third bouse,” s the Jobbylas ure
cinlled, He conld direet n 1P hining
bolt jato the camp of Andy Corvignn,
who ¢lnlmed the honor of belog

“speaker of the third honse”  These
thoughts erowded into Lis mind. Theu,
ton, he would become pracileally m
member of the Langdon faml’y nod
have assoclation with the two clhnrm-
lng dauglters—with Carolinn  Lang-
don,

“It would be a grest chance,” he

| murmured holf nloud; “voxt thing to

heing a senator.”

The old Misslssipplan
young man's words,

“1 peckon It would,” he drawled In
agreement,

“You feel sure you want me?* urged
the other,

Langdon chuckled.

1 asked you,” he &ald

ITnines cime nliruptly 1o declilon,

“I"'ve thought it over, und It

benrd  the

‘It will be a groat chanece 4n every waph
't accept."
seems to me It will be n great chance
In every way. I'll necept. We'll fix it
up tomorrow, nund Ul try to muke you
n good socretary.”
Langdon held forth bis hand.

sand 'l try to make you a good
sonntor, my boy, Fix up nothing to-
morrow.  Your dotles begln tonight,

You pre to come to dinner with me and
n, duughters.”

(Continusd next week.)

A Thrilling Rescue.

How Bert R, Lean, of Chany, Wash
wiag saved from a frightful desth 1s
a story to thrill the world. "A hard
vold,” he writes “"brought on a des.
perate ling troatle thar baffled an
sxpiert doclor hera, Then | pakt 810
lo §15 u visit to n lung speciafar In
Spokene, who did not help me. Then

I went to Callfomin, but  without
pbenerit, At last I wsed Dr, Kinga
New Discovery, whlch complelely

cured me and now [ am as well as
ever,” For Lung Trouble, Bronchl
ls, Coughs and Co'ds, Asthma, Croup
and Whooplng Cough {ts supreme.
50 cents and §1,00, Trial bottle free.
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