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“It is a right to be maintained if‘ peace or war. It is a right that cannot be invaded without destroying constitutional liberty. Hence this right should be guarded
‘and protected by the free men of this country with a zealous care, unless they are prepared for chains or anarchy.—Daniel Webster on Free Speech.
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THE MAN WITH A MESSAGE

One of the latest curiosities which has come to
settle the shipyard strike in Astoria is “Three-
He has been going!

Fingered” Jack Godwin.
about the world for a long time making amends

for his earlier wickedness, he says, and in order
to further atone for his past sins he has come
here to plead with the strikers to be good dogs'

and go back to their chains. He calls this wrest-
ling with the devil. So far, the devil has the
best of it.

The capitalist press and the local powers are
exerting themselves to promote his bunk, which,
like the spiel of the strégt fakir, is varied and
sensational enough to appeal to the thoughtless
of all classes and cloud the issue. The employers
and Jack seem to understand each other, and the
workers understand them both. He would be
run out of town inside an hour if he said any-
thing sensible.

Of course, the depravity of human nature in
general and that of the I. W. W., in particulay,
is his long suit. He has evidently never heard
of the discovery long ago of economic laws which
affect the lives of us all and even determine the
conduct of nations; that the price of flour, and
not the devil, is what makes a red-light district;
and that, if he did know it and talked very much
about it he would soon find himself in jail for the
fifty-seventh time.

To be sure, Godwin does not overlook the pa-
triotic stunt. He points to the flag about half the
time when speaking, as though one should be
enraged all the while in order to be patriotic.
“Work for nothing but bread and butter,” he
shouts to the workers in his audience, while the
ship contractors and mill owners clap their
pudgy hands in glee.

Contrary to advance notices, though, he has
so far failed to adjust the differences between
capital and labor, to redeem Astoria from sin or
eat any “wobblies.” Perhaps a blight has fdllen
on his faculties.
the same old bunk.

THE CLOSED SHOP

The closed shop means what it means and not

what the mouth-pieces of capitalism say it
means.
ever ready to gore and toss the employer about
whenever its anger may be aroused. It is no
dreadful invention of a labor union to force in-
competent workmen upon the boss or to make the
union delegate a superintendent of industry.

The closed shop means that the employer of i

labor shall recognize the union of the men work-
ing for him and shall treat with them as a unit
and not as individuals. That is what it means
and about all that it means
working class to negotiate collectively.

Is it unreasonable or unbusinesslike for a body
of men who

through a representative? Do not the corpora-

tions have a representative to purchase labor

for them? Or does each member of a corpora-

tion go out promiscuously and hire labor for the
If it is!.:

industry in which he may own stock?

good business for the corporation, why not for

a labor union?

The ship contractors who are so persistently coo 1
opposing the closed shop haven't a leg to stand "cr
bargaining ..
would foster incompetence and destroy discipline trees, ©
among the workers is merely an excuse JOE PO~
taining the old system of “every man for himself isn
and the devil take the hindmost” by which they: wistage of
for years have been able to deman servility on . ..q o i
Above the neck of anas we
the individual worker this sword has ever hung, .
and the general effect has been to make him .,
endure vile conditions or see his family facing
hunger and want. Individually one must submit |

on. Their claim that collective

pain of being discharged.

to wrongs which collectively they might allevi-
ate.

No employer who intends to be fair to his men
need fear a closed shop.

dealing with a body of men. Grievances would

be discussed in the union and relief sought
And no em-

through chosen representatives.

ployer who does not glory in making cravens of
those who feed him and his children with their
labor would want to make the lot of the laborer’s

Or perhaps his talk is merely 315.0.

It is not a monster with horns, standing

the right of the ...

have labor to sell to negotiate e

In fact he should wel- othen
come it as a simpler and more efficient way of

children less secure than it of necessity is. g

For weeks now the ship contractors, who are|
waxing rich in their ship building plants, have
held out against this purely human right of la-|
bor to deal as a unit—to sell their labor and skill |
through representatives. And not even the exi- |
gencies of war or the stability of the nation |
which 1is enriching them |

is a factor stl'ongi
enough to move their obstinate and greedy!
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