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SOCIALISM AND REFORM A Few Memories

By VICTOR L. BERGER.

Up to a certain point the tactics of the Socialists
and the social reformers are exactly the same.
Both build upon the past historical development
and take into consideration the present condi-
tions.

The Socialists absolutely refuse to break off the
thread of history at any one place. No Socialist
ever dreams of introducing a * year one” and he-
ginning a new era with it, as did the fathers of
the great French. Revolution—which was indeed
entirely in harmony with their “a priori” and doc-
trinaire methods.

The Socialists leave the making of the calendar
to other people.

But the tactics and the aims of the Socialists do
indeed differ from those of the social reformers
in one essential point. The Socialists never fail
to declare that with all the social reformers, good
and worthy of support as they may be, conditions
cannot be radically and permanently improved.

We Socialists say, we are willing to accept and
help on every social reform. But we also say that
social reforms are but installments by which we
must not allow ourselves to be bribed; that full
economic freedom will only be achieved by So-
cialism itself.

Yet as a stepping stone, as a transition —and
even as a necessary stepping stone and as an in-
dispensable transition —social reforms of all
kinds are fully and wholly recognized by Social-
1sm.

We recognize their usefulness and necessity
even when we do not agree with the motives of
the promoters and leaders of social reform. We
are willing to accept these reforms, even when
we disagree ahout their speed and the methods
to be employed.

On the other hand, while the social reformers
and the Socialists therefore have many points of
contact, they always will form and must iorm
two entirely different parties. And it is not arbi-
trary or willful that the Socialists all over the
world constitute a distinet, separate party. It is
absolutely necessary. And it does not in any way
exclude the possibility of making common cause
with social reform in legislatures and city coun-
cils for this or the other good measure. But to
keep our party organically separate and intact
is a demand of clearness and truth, which after
all have great importance 1n political life as
everywhere else. 3

THE Socialists do net in the least expect 1o
“make history,” as certain ignorant and fanat-
ical impossibilists dream of doing. What we as-
pire to is much more modest, more matter-ot-
fact, and therefore more reliable and more sub-
stantial. .

We want to observe closely the course _nt
things, the development of economic and politic-

al conditions. We want to find out, if possible,

where this development leads. Then, :-Hl])[ml.'tt.‘d
by this knowledge, we want to put ourselves In
line with the march of civilization, so that civili-
zation will carry us, instead of crushing us, which
it would do, if knowingly or not—we should
stand opposed to 1t.

THINKING workmen and thinking 1'[“101].(__)1'
any class become Socialists not because we like
to be “different” from other people. Not because
a man by the name of Karl Marx has "111‘.'01)t(=d
the co-operative common-wealth” and painted

it as gorgeously as possible—which by the way

he did not do. We are Socialists because we ha‘;ej 1

recognized that the economical de-};el“vy'lyia‘ilt ot
the present system leads toward Socialist pro-
duction. Not that we wish to urge upon human-
ity “our” Socialist I{epuhn_c, but that the Socmhgt
Republic has urged _itself upon us as the next
stage of civ :

upon all civilized humanity. e e
« And once granted that the Socialist Repuhn]c
is the necessary product of our ec.m}qmlca.l devel-
opment, the question of the _pn;:sﬂnllt,v of carry-
ing out the demands of Socialilsm appears Very
naive and indeed absurd.
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' SHIP CARPENTERS
DEFINE POSITION

(Continuned trom Page One)

of the United States i1s at war
with a foreign nation, and
WHEREAS, we are in great
need of the manv ships now 1n
course of construction on the

Columbia River, and

W\

HEREAS, the owners of
the varn

g : :
s shp _\:LI‘<1~ in the Col-
umbia River Dasin are delaving
the construction of these ships

throuoh selfishness and greed,

WHIEEREAS, the management
i at least one of these vards has
e public statement that
Id willingly turn over his
vard to anvone who would take
satd vard and complete the Gov-
ernment contracts now on hand
and relieve him of all responsi-
bility, and
WHEREAS, We, the Union
Ship Workers of the Willamette
and Columbia Rivers deem our-
selves competent to carry on the
construction of these ships to
successtu]l completion 1t the Gov-
ernment of the Umted  States
will guarantee to supply us with
the necessary maternial to carry
on the construction of same as
we proceed, THEREFORE,
BE i1 . RESOLVED:: Thit
\We, the Union Ship Workers of
Willamette and Columbia
fully petition the
Government of the United States
to commandeer the -1ii;i }':ll”l'l.-
these rivers and allow us
the opportunity to demonstrate

. “
tivers respectiul

completine  these ships in the
least possible time.

Il FURTHER R I<-
SOLNVED, That we assure the

States  Government  of
tlity to carry this enter-
syccessful  termina-

«l that we will guarantee

the Government a great saving

time and monev in the

construction of these ships by

' elimination of unskilled,

rh-salaried, imexperienced man-
cinent.

131 IT FURTHER RE-

\OLVED, that we, the Union

Ship Workers of the Willamette
ind Columbia Rivers ofier our
services to the Government of

the United States free of all prof-

and «cost except the necessar)
waces of the men and cost of
material, and under such condi-
tions as are mutually agreed up-
n, ammd on our part guarantee to
place competent ship builders n
the management of these several
vards to superintend and direct
e construction of these ships.

PE IT FURTHER RE-

SOLVIED, that a copy of these

' Resolutions be presented to the

Inspector of Labor and Immigra-
' at Astoria, Oregon, with
the request that he forward same
to the Department of lLabor, in
Washington, ‘). C., also that a
copv be sent to our Executive
Committee with instructions that
] he ];:'wvnlui to the Metal
Trades Council of Portland, who
are requested to act on same and
orward immediately to the De-
nartment of Labor at Washing-
ton, D. C.
\I:"].'T.l"il by l.ocal 1.'."-“.

Ship Carpenters, Ship Joiners,

Caulkers, Doat-Builders, and Mill

Workers of \storia, Oregon,

September 26, 1917

UNION MEN REPLY TO
CHARGES AND EXPLAIN
THEIR POSITION

In reply to the numerous misrep-
resentations of their position made
bv the employvers’ press, and as a
further explanation of the causes
and purposes of the present strike,
he union ship carpenters of the
Columbia River district have sent the

following communication to the See-|

retary of War, at Washington, D. C.:
Astoria, Oregon, Oect. 9, 1917.
Secretary of War,
War Dept. of United States of
America, Washington, D. C.
Sir:
Q. 1. On or about the 26th day
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Iron Works, about the 1st of Jan-
uwary, 1917. This letter was sent to
each of the (fifteen shipyards on
these rivers, and in each case was
ignored, no single answer ever reach-
ed the district Council. The reasons
we asked these conditions of the
employer was because of the fact
of the advanced cost of living. House
rent, fuel, clothing and groceries,
and the fact that many men on these
rivers were getting as little as $2.50
per day for their work in the ship-
vards, and mechanics were getting a
| raded scale of from $£3.00 to $6.00
on ships. Our efforts at his time was
not to embarras the Government of
inw United States, but to cause the
l employer to raise the wages of the
Iunder paid men to a position where
they could keep, feed, and clothe
| their children and give them the
| proper schooling necessary to cause
i them to become good American eciti-
| zens.

| On or about September 10th, 1917,
the Columbia River Distriect Council
| of shipwrights, ship joiners, caulkers,
| boat builders and mill men in con-
: vention at the City of Astoria, accept-
! ed what is known as the metal trades
agreement previously adopted by the
metal trades council of Portland,
Oregon; and sent one of these agree-
ments to each of the fifteen ship-
vards on these rivers, together with
{a demand that we hear from them
by Saturday, September the 15th,
at 10 o'clock A. M. This communi-
cation was treated like the other
and absolutely ignored by the em-
ployers.

On September the 13th, 1917, the
manager of the McEachern Shipyvard
called in two Union men, namely:
D. N. Tyler and Jas. H. McMurtyrie,
to his office, and after some talk,
it was mutually agreed that this
local Union No. 1500 would not strike
on September the 15th,” unless all
of the Unions on the river did like-
wise. In violation of this agreement
the Wilson Bros. Shipyvard locked
out its men on the evening of the
2th. and the McEachern Yard did
likewise on the evening of the 14th,
and the management of these yards
jssued statements to the effect that
the men would be allowed to go to
work Monday morning September the
17th, as individuals, but not as Union
men. On the evemning of the 14th
this Union received a wire from our
representative at Washington to keep
the men at work if possible; on the
night of the 14th this Union held
a mass meeting and at the same time
a similar meeting was held in Port-
land where a strike was ordered by
the unanimous vote in svmpathy with
bovs lecked out in Astoria.

Q. 2. As to conditions under which
the Unicns are willing to go back to

. 1 1 v 5 work ;
lovalty and patriotism I;}'i ok

We demand the righit to organiza-
tion and ask a wage commensurate
to the cost of Jiving; and as to the
attitude of this Union to the Gov-
ernment of the United States, will
refer you to the rescivtion adopted
by unanimous vote of this Union
Sept. 26th, a copy of which is here
appended, and a copr having been
sent to the Department of Labor at
Washington, D. C

Q. 3. Attitude of this Union to
Government during war: .

All of the members of this Union
are citizens of the United States or
have declared their intention to be-
come such as per Ser. 42, Art. K.,
General Constitution lFere appended,
and are loyal to this Covernment as
attested by before mentioned resolu-
tion. Also our men a'most all have
relatives in the Army at the present
time; cof these, the names we can
get at short notice, are:

Adam Schortgen, four sons in army
volunteers

Fred Rider, one son in army vol-
linteers

R. C. Stevens, one brother in army
volunteers

Tyler, three nephews in army vol-
unteers

Thos. McGinnes, one brother in
army volunteers
of these McGinnes and Schortgen,
now with the engineers at Vancouver,
are members of this Union. There
are also many Spanish War Veterans
in this Union and many who have _
offered their service in this crisis
who have been rejected.

Also this Union was first in the
City of Astoria, to make a donation
to the Red Cross,

Q. 4 What ' is meant by Union
Shop:

We mean by Union Shop the right
to organigation; to maintain our
Union and to deal with our employ-
ers collectively through a common
head, rather than to deal with them
individually, as past experiefice has
taught us that in dealing with the
employer individually the employer
is ever ready to say:®“If your job
does not suit you, I can get a man
for your place at any time.” All we
ask is recognition of the Union and
that the employer will deal with us
as such. A biased press has given
this the name of “Closed Shop” and
has tried to make it appear that we
desire running our employer's busi-
ness

Q. 5. Is strike sentiment unani-
mous:

Of the four hundred members of
this Union only two carpenters of
this Union have gone back ‘to work
at shipyards during more than a
three weeks out, and not one more
has signified a willingness to do so
to our knowledge until we get recog-
nition of Union Shop.

Q. 6. Objection to soldiers in As-
toria:

We as a Union, and as citizens,
have no objections to soldiers guard-
ing shipyvards or mills, but as citizens
we do objeet to the aets of the sol-
diers in Astoria as follows:

1st: To armed guards being placed
on street corners of the City of As-
toria to intimidate peaceful ecitizens

-

of August, 1917, all the Unions on

cil, ordered sent to all the shipbuild
ers located on these rivers, a letter
asking for a general raise of wages
and Union conditions to take effect
by the 15th of September, 1917. This
was not a new demand on our part,
but was simply a continuation of a
like demand made in Portiand by the
metal trades doing ship work in the

' u ' : {acting within their constitutional
the Columbia” and Willamette Rivers |
in general convention, in the Col-|
umbia River Maritime Digtriet Coun- |

rights. .

2nd: ¥o armed guards being used
to escort strike breakers from the
depot to shipyvards.

3rd: To officers of the Army of the
United Sfates threatening men who
try peacefully to inform these im-
ported men tha a strike exists at
this place.

“ 4th: To soldiers drawing their
guns on citizens of this place on
public highways for no other cause
than that that these citizens tried
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