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Suburban home, modern hnusp_. ;
good barns, lots of fruit, 55 |
acres grain and pasture lf_md.
plenty of wood. This is 2
splendid country home _10!‘
someone who wants to go into
dairy and poultry bus_lness.
Price and terms attractive.

Romance Rides The

four corners of the continent in the

fall and winter to gravitate unerr-

ingly to the oil and natural gas

lands with the advent of spriug.
The Master of the Steel

The welder must be muster of
the steel, for most of his pipe line
work is done in isolated pluces, far
from the machine shop or Suppiy
house. He needs only his welding
material and the pipe to complete
a line through the most iuaccessi-
ble places, since he is able to cut
and weld the pipe into shape ior
any kind of a special fitting that
may be required. There can be no
rush trips back to the shop for
special wrenches, dies or fittings
on account of unforeseen condi-
tions which always seem to occur
on a rush job. The welder is “on
his own;” he must cope with every
situation.

No more striking instances of
isolation can be found than on the
210 mile line being laid in Louisiana
and Texas. It is a heavily wooded
country, spotted with a few scat-

Staples Realty Agency
71 E. Main, Ashland Hotel Bld.

Conservation of Oil and Natural Gas Supply
PROFESSIONAL | bBY Oxy-Acetylene Welding Has Raised

New Breed of Adventurers.

PHYSICIANS

DR. MATTIE B. SHAW-—Resi-
dence and office, 108 Pioneer
avenue. Telephone 28. Office
hours, 10 to 12 a. m.; 2 to 6
p. m. only.

Kirbyville, Tex.—A continuous steel tube 210 miles
long without coupling or screw-thread connection will
be laid this summer between the Texas-Louisiana nat-
ural gas fields mear Shreveport, La., and Beaumont,
! Texas—the longest 16-inch diameter pipe lLine in the
world.

'DR. ERNEST A. WOODS—Prac-
tice limited to eye, ear, nose and
throat—X-ray including teeth.
Office hours, 10 to 12 and 2 to
§. Swedenburg Bldg., Ashland,
Ore.

DR. E. B. ANGELL—Chiropractic
and RElectro-Therapy. Office
phone 48; residence 142. First
National Bank building.

HO says that romance and adventure in the service
of America’s great public utilities passed away with
the last of the trans-continental railroad builders?
A new and hardy pioneer stock has arisen to replace
the vanished, iron-fisted breed which conquered the wilder-
ness to lay twin rails of steel across mountain, river and

desert. It is the pipe-welder, skilled mechanic, who likewise

is laying steel, but tubes of steel instead of rails, and who
is facing tasks as herculean in the present day and genera-
tion as those confronting the railroad builders of a half-
century ago.

The wildernesses are gone from

“We welded eight lengths and suspended it whil. a lot of wige-
acres said it wouldn't hold.”

DR. HAWLEY—Above Tidings

oftice, Phone 91,

DR. C. W. HANSON
Dentist

Special attention given to pyor-

rhoea. Office upstairs in Beaver[
233-t1. |

Block. Phone 178-J.
—

MONUMENTS

ASHLAND GRANITE
MONUMENTS

Oregon Granite Co.
S. PENNISTON, Salesman.

Res. 476 Laurel Phone 444-Y
PLANING MILL

JORDON'S SASH AND CABINET
WORKS, Cor. Helman and
Van Ness. 194tt

TRANSFER AND EXPRESS

Whittle Transfer & Storage Co.'

for SERVICE.
Experienced movers and pack-
ers of household goods. Deal-
ers in coal and wood. Phone
117.
Office 89 Oak St. near
Hotel Ashland

E'TL. POWELL—General Trans- !

the face of America, but the moun-
tains, the rivers and the deserts
are even as they were in the by-
gone days—obstacles all-—of va-
rious degrees of obstinacy to be
overcome. And the pipe lines,
through which gush some of the
great mnatural resources of the
country—oil and natural gas—can-
not be laid, like the railroad beds,
upon the surface of the earth or
bridged across river and ravine.

The pipe line goes underground
save at the creek or river crossing, |
and there it rests upon the bed of!
the stream. .

The growing demand for the ut-
most conservation of America's
great natural resources has
brought the trade of the pipe-weld-
er to the fore. Pipe lines, using
the old screw-thread and coupling
method, have cost the public utili-
ties millions of dollars in leakage
and more millions for repairs.

-

Oxy-Acetylene Welding
Then came the discovery and
perfection of oxy-acetylene welding.
The welded joint was greeted with
open skepticism—until it proved
itself; and the proving was of so

I
fer—Good team and motori recent date that it is only now be-
trucks. Good service at a rea-' ing accepted by public utilities in
sonable price, Phone 83. | general, -

i “The adoption of the practice of
FEHIGE-ROACH I

welding steel pipe has proceeded

Transfer — Express — Storage !0 such a state that it is no longer
!
Hauling — Dray work of all

experimental,” we learn from E. E.
kinds. Quick motor service. Dryi

“and there are very definite rea-
Baker irrigation project on | outstanding advantages of welded

Lungren, an official of the Western
United Gas and Eléctric Company,
wood of all kinds. Phone 410-R v
375 B. St. llt-tf| sons why it has the advantage over
other methods® Perhaps the most
Powder River secures $450,000 &u are the reduction in leakage,
appropriation. LN ~

the increased strength of the lines
and the lower cost, together with

more rapid progress in construc-
tion work.”

No Leakage Loss

From N. E. Wagner, superinten-
dent of welding of the Prairie Pipe
Line Company, comes the state-
ment that “our engineering depart-
ment figures indicate that by weld-
ing a line 140 miles long a saving
of nearly thirty-five per cent was
effected. This saving and the fact
that there will be practically no re-
pair or maintenance costs and no
loss of oil or damage to land due to

| oil leakage have convinced us that

oxy-acetylene welding is the most
efficient method of laying oil-carry-
ing lines.”

Thus the modern invention of
oxy-acetylene welding has opened
anew the romance of the work oa
the right-of-way. The skilled pipe-
welder is in demand in the grefat
open places—for an oil line in
Texas, a natural gas line in west:
ern Pennsylvania or a water sup-
ply line in Montana,

Most Spectacular Job

The long steel tube from the
Texas-Louisiana natural gas fields
to Beaumont, Tex., is the latest
and at the same time the most
spectacular welding job ever at-
tempted. Across four counties, in-
numerable small streams and two
noble rivers will the great 16-inch
pipe be thrust by the Magnolia Gas
Company. From Shreveport to
Beaumont for 210 miles it will run.
the general direction south, the
curves of the line following the
contour of the country.

It is the Mecca of the pipe-weld-
ers, a clan which scatters to the

Steel meits and fuses into a solid permanent joint under the intense
heat as the welder works.

tered towns and little cultivated
iand. The “lining-up gangs,” as
the groups of laborers are called,
are already at work on the right-
of-way, cutting down trees, blow-
ing up stumps, digging mile after
mile of trench, blasting through
rock formations, laving staging for
the river and ravine crossings, and
dragging the pipe to the edge of
the diteh.
Lore of the Welders

And in Kirbyville, reminiscent of
a frontier settlement, the pipe-
welders have gathered in the con-
struction camp, passed the tests.
been grouped in gangs and are out
“on the line.” There is much ex-
change in the lore of the trade.

“Remember the 160-foot arroya
near Salt Creek last summer and
how we welded eight lengths and
suspended it while a lot of wise-
acres said it wouldn't hold?’ =

“Yeah, and she stood 700 pound
pressure, too.”

“Reckon this here’ll be a hot
job; pretty darn warm in Texas.”

“Hot! Say, you should a been
on the ‘Shawnee Loop' in '21. That
was some weather. Eight-inch
pipe, forty-foot lengths, and each
welder carryin’ an umbrella. That's
the fact, the big kind, them you
see on a, farm wagon. Never had
to build no fires to make the bend
in the pipe. The metal was so hot
from the sun that all we had to do
was to roll the pipe on a log, hang
a few men on the far end, and over
she’'d bend, as easy as a green
switch.” P

Glare is the bane of the pipe-
welder. Safety demands that he
guard his eyes with heavy goggles,
for the white-hot end of his weld-
ing rod is an inferno. Add the dis
comforts of a blaziug sun upon his

Om faice werk and fioat the pipe line was carried before being
dropped to the bed of the Sacramento River.
quantities of carbide, oxygen and

wi.le after mile of steel pipe with-
out a screw-thread or a coupling.

bended back and there is no ques-
tion but what his task calls for for-
titude and endurance.

Meanwhile, as fast as it arrives,
the equipment is teing assembled.
Acetylene generators; welding sta-
tions, which include thousands of
feet of hose, cutting blowpipes,
broad-tired wagons, blocks . and
tackle, tank wagons, and vast

acetylene are being allocated to
gangs, assigned to certain posi-
tions along the line, and move off
like great circus caravans.
The Summer's Task
And what lies before them dur-
ing the hot summer? Work, a he-
man’s work, hard physical work,
until the long miles of pipes, now
lving in innumerable sections, are
welded together, shaped to the
contour of the rolling land, dropped
into the ditches, dragged by tackle
across ravines and creeks, upheld
over larger streams by stout wood-

en structures, and then lowered'to
the bed of the river.

Work, flaming work, with the
molten metal and the glowing
welding rods as their chief tools,
and all that the great volumes of
gas from near Shreveport shall
pass unhindered without loss from
leakage to the big refineries of
Beaumont and its vicinity. It is but
another stretch in the network of
steel tubing which, in the centuries
to come, shall underlie America
even as the strata of the many geo-
logical periods which have comeand
gone since the earth was young. ¢
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