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. By WILLIAM B. CLARK

By its sign you shall know it!
The coffee house, once the pulsating centre of American

life,
For a century forgotten,

is again coming into its o

WI.
it is returning to its old pres-

tige, its shingle swaying in the breeze as of yore, the aroma

of its krew luring passersby

The coffee house!

but carrying in its v
Ca.
coupling the present with th
They brewed real coffee in the
old coffee house, aye, and they
brewed the American Revolution
there, too. And there, when it was
brewed, many campaigns by sea

ery name

and land were planned over the !

steaming cups, across the worn
ideal tables. -

Resort of the statesman and the
warrior, the merchant and the
trader, 1t welcomed to its bar and
its tables the great minds of the
Colonies, where, stimulated by the
beverage for which the coffee
house was named and famed, wis-
idom gave expression to the ideals
leading to unity and independence.
- No wits muddled by liquor were
ithose which coped with the tyran-
ny of George, of the House of Han-
over. gNo scatter-brained radicals
planned the revolt which culmi-
nated in freedom. Sane remedies
for affront and oppression were
sought and found by our forbedrs
over many a cup of coffee in many
& coffee house session.

A heritage, that, for the coffee
houses springing up today. Envi-
ronment is changed.
customs are altered. Vastly dif-
ferent problems have arisen. But
human nature has seen no trans-
formation in nigh 150 years. The
ideals of 1776 are the ideals of
1923. The coftee of today is no
different than the refreshing drink
our ancestors sipped.

Revolutionary Coffee Houses.

Imperishably entwined with the
romance and deeds of the Revolu-
tion are three famous coffee
houses:

The Sign of the Green Dragon, in
Boston.

The Merchants’ Coffee House, in
New York.

The London Coffee House,
Philadelphia.

The Sign of the Green Dragon
saw the birth of resentment,
crystallizing of determination,
decision to resist. Its era was
period from 1765 to 1775.

in

the
the

Shorter was the epoch of the
Merchants’ Coffee House. Six
nonths of 1776 saw its greatest
glory. It fathered revolt in

New York against Toryism.
4 Drank Their Cofece Elack.

But it was around the London
Coffee House that the waves of the
Revolution beat highest. Philadel-
phia, seat of the Continental Con
gress, drank its coffee black
throvah the years of the struggle
azd evchanged its hopes and fears
arvund the board in William Brad-
ford's popular establishment. Back-
bore of the Revolution it, with the
great lights of the nation its ha-
bLitues.

To tell the story of these coffee !

houses is to tell the story of the

Revolution, its causes, its progress |
and its results. Sketchily then, let |
us touch the high points in coffee |

house history; the color,

glamour, the romance,
scenes permeated always by the
fragrant odor of the beverage

brewed therein.
) Boston'’s Coffee House.
Boston's Sign of the

the heart of the old Colonial town.
Through Union Street passed the

traffic from the Neck to the Town !

House and back again. All per- |
sone stopped at the Green Dragon |
for it was the centre of all inter-
ests. Here met also Boston's first
Masonic Lodge, and, in the upper
floor where the Masons gathered,
no one was held in greater respect
than Joseph Warren, the first
Grand Master, the same Joseph
Warren who was to die so glorious-
ly at Bunker Hill.

Colonial Governors, red coats of
the 29th Regiment of British foot,
wealthy manufacturers from the
Rope Walk, sea captains fresh
from European and other Colonial
ports, members of the bar and ot
the assembly came to the Green
Dragon to exchange views and
pews over their coffee. Peaceful
on the surface, but restless under-
neath was the intercourse in the
early days for even as far back as
1733 the crown had evinced no con-
‘ciliatory attitude toward the Colo-
nists.

Green Dragon Oratory.

Then, in 1765, news came of the
passage of the Stamp Act. The
peaceful air vanished. In the
iGreen Dragon men talked of re-
taliation, of resistance. The red
'coats entered its doors no longer,
'lor. if they ventured there, sharp
!worda were exchanged, quarrels
,gave threat of violence. Individ-
uals began to stand forth as lead-
ers. James Otis, the ploneer pa-
triot; Johmn Hancock, merchant

Over a great span of y

Clothes and |

the |

the |
with thl‘[
|

Green |
Dragon stood on Union street in

||- cipal streets, he acknowledging

to its spacious drinking room.

Modern in its appointments, yes,

the romance of infant Ameri-
ears i. has been borne to us,
e heroic past.

crat to see the wrong of the tax,
the two Adams—Samuel, the fire-
brand of revolt; John, younger
then but one of the most eminent
lawyers of Massachusetts Bay,—
Josiah Quincy and Paul Revere,
leader of the mechanics, voiced
their protests in the drinking room.

Nor would it be an idle guess to
state that within the Green Dragon
was planned the demonstration
which followed receipt of news of
the Stamp Act.

Over the Coffee Cups.

The Boston Town Meeting was
first conceived in the old coffee
house. All the events which trans-
pired with such rapidity — the
Townshend Revenue Bill, placing a
duty o> glass, paper, painters’ col-
ors and tea; the arrival of two
frigates in Boston harbor, the dis-
embarking »f two more regiments
of infantry, the stand of the legis-

lature and the deliberations of the
first Continental Congress in New
York—were subjects fanned to
| lames of fury or patriotism in the

{ Green Dragon.

| From it went forth angry men on
| that March day in 1770 when Brit-
lish soldiers fired upon the populace
| and shed the first blood of the Rev-
| olution in that incident now known
in history as the Bostor Massacre.
An incident, indeed, but it turned
men toward though's of unicn and
armed resistance, arnd it lod (o the

Committee of Correspondence
which mel the reafter in the Ureen
| Uragon. \VV.:ren, the two Adams,
| Haneock, Cuincy, HR.v.re - came

.\':'u'.t'lllvr to the coillee lLiouse, met in
| da'ly, corresponded with
| the other towns of the colony, with
| the other provinces of the crown,

| session

Between eleven and twelve
this forenoon about thirty of our
associators waited upon and,con-
ducted Isaac Hunt from his
dwelling to the Coffee House,
where having placed him in a
cart, he very politely acknowl-
edged he had said and acted
wrong, for which he asked par-
don of the public and committed
himself under the protection of
the associators, to defend him
from any gross insults from the
populace. This, his behaviour,
they approved him, and conduct-
ed him in that situation with
drums beating, through the prin-

his misconduct in divers places.

Diary of Christopher Marshall,
Philadelphia, Sept. 6, 1775.

-
laid the foundation for the unity of
the thirteen colonies, visioned in-
dependence and planned for it with
all the abilities of their statesmen
natures.

The “Tea Party” Signal.

Where was framed that utter-
ance of Samuel Adams when the
Town Meeting learned the govern-
or would not send the tea ships
back to England? History tells us
it was a preconceived signal for
the Boston Tea Party.

“This meeting can do nothing
more to save the country,” said
Adams, and the Boston folk in In-
dian regalia dumped three cargoes
of tea overboard. The Boston Tea
Party was scheduled in advance,
and it will be remembered that
Adams’ Committee of Correspond-
ence met in the Green Dragon.

Daniel Webster's Tribute.

With another year, the era of
the Green Dragon passed. The
Boston Port Bill closed the rebel-
lious city. Blundering Gage put
4,000 red coats into the town and
the patriots moved out to avoid
expatriation or imprisonment. Then
came that April day of 1775 at Con-
cord and Lexington, and the Revo-
lution was under way.

“ The British drank the brew of
the Green Dragon, but only for a

prince and almost the sole aristo-

while. A year more and they were

Coffee Houses—
brewers of Coffee-and the Revolution

T

—
.
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threatening from
around about and leaving them exi.
only by sea. The patriots came
back to their coffee at the Green
Dragon, but the war had passed
forever from Massachusetts.

The Green Dragon, on the word
of Daniel Webster in after years,
was the “headquarters of the Revo-
lution.” Who will say him nay?

Merchants’ Coffee House.

Busy centre of commerce was
Wall and Water (then Queen)
streets in the heart of old New
York. Focal point of the interests
of the town was the Merchants’
Coffee House on the southeast cor-
ner. It opened in 1772, the pro-
prietress, Mrs. Mary Ferrari, mov-
ing in from across the street where
for sixteen years she had conducted
another coffee house under the

g on e, Washington’s batteries |
t h e height; *

same name.,

How they treat-
ed the Tories be-
fore the London
Coffee House, Phila-
delphia.

A restless, impetuous, daring
New York drank its coffee in the
new coffee house from 1772 on-
ward. Conversation turned not to
trade and commerce, but to the
obnoxious duty on tea, the oppres-
sion of England, the attitude of the
loyalists. And there was more
than conversation; there was plot-
ting with the leaders of the Sons
of Liberty—Isaac Sears, John Mo-
rin, John Lamb—sipping the fra-
grant brew and laying plans for
the seizure of arms, the suppres-
sion of Toryism, and resistance of
tea importation.

Famous Men There.

Names later famous in the an-
nals of the Revolution were on the
tongues of the frequenters of the
Coffee House. John Jay, young
and promising lawyer, spoke im-
pressively over the coffee cups, as
did Francis Lewis and Philip Liv-
ingston. A youth named Alexan-
der Hamilton came there and
drank in words of patriotism and
cups of the pleasing beverage at
the same time.

In the Merchants’ Coffee House
the Sons of Liberty heard of the
arrival in 1774 of the tea ships,
one turned away from Boston, the
other direct from England. They
reached immediate decision. It
was demonstrated when t h e
Nancy, from Boston, was met by a
delegation and its captain heeded
the grim warning and turned out
to sea. The obdurate master of
the London, the other tea ship,
elected to stay. His tea ‘found
resting place in the bottom of New
York harbor. Drinking coffee was
bad for tea in those days.

Liberty Boys and Coffee.

They say Isaac Sears was in the
Merchants’ Coffee House when
news came by courier of Lexing-
ton. He and his Somns of Liberty
acted swiftly that day. They
stormed the arsenal at Broad and
Wall and collected 600 muskets for
the patriots and they looted the
Customs House and the general
store.

May of 1774 saw one of New
York’s greatest protest meetings
gather in the old coffee house. A
general meeting of citizens it was,
to discuss means of communicating
with the Massachusetts colony to
co-ordinate efforts in resisting op-
pression. Out of that meeting
came the famous, forceful letter
urging “virtuous and spirited
union,” and the decision to organ-
ize a committee of 100 to manage
public affairs.

%  Exit the Tory Press.

They managed public affairs well
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Boston'’s Famous Coffee House—The
bored the Noted Revolutionary

the
wer

enough. . James Rivington,
turn-coat publisher, could ans

for that when Sears and the Boys |
of Likerty, fresh from the coffee |

house, broke into his printing es-
tablishment, destroyed the forms
and carried away his type for Con-
tinental bullets.

It was too much excitement for
a woman proprietress. Mary Fer-
rari sold out in May, 1776, to Cor
nelius Bradford, who began his
tenure with the anncuncement that
“interesting intelligence will be
carefully collected and the greatest

attention will be given to the ar-|

trade and

resume

rival of vessels when

navigation shall

tormer channels.”
The Crowning Glory.

A little premature, that latter

hope. The Continental Army was

in New York and on Long Island.

Battle smoke was in the air, and
officers of the line, the artillery

and the engineers quaffed coffee in
Then
Bay
and there began those series of de-
feats which drove the Americans
out of old New York for many a
Cornelius Bradford went
Merchants’

the place of merchants,
Howe landed at Gravesend

year,
with them and the
Coffee House found a Tory pro

prietor who retained it in popu-
larity during the British occupa-

tion. e

But its glory was only dimmed,
not blotted out, by its uses in the | and majors,

jhands of the enemy.

their |

Sign of the Green Dragon Har-
Spirits of Massachusetts.

Distinction
jcame to it again after the war
when, on April 23, 1789, governor,
mayor and other officials of the
state and city of New York gath-
| ered there to receive the nation’s
| first president, the same Washing-
ton who had led his beaten army
| from the city thirteen years be-
| fore. -
The London Coffee House.

“What are they doing in Phila-
delphia?” Thus the question on
the lips of twelve other revolting
The
answer could be found at all times
in the driking room of the London
Coffee House, a three story wooden
structure on the southeast corner
of Front and High Streets High
Street is the Market Street of to-
day.

At the London Coffee House an
old - time chronologer tells us
“merchants did greatly congre-
| gate; captains repalre(_l to the
Coffee House to make th@ir reports
and to discuss with conSignees or
consignors, as the case might be,
the incidents of the last and the ex-

| colonies from 1774 to 1783.

Strangers resorted to the €offee
House for news. Provincial digni-
| taries, officers under the crown and
of the army and navy, frequented
the establishment in the colonial
days and gave way in turn to rebel
militiamen,—Continental colonels
the captains of the

pectations of the coming voyage.

The Modern Coffee House Draws
the Man of Affairs.

State and Continental flotillas and
fleets.
Picture From the Past.
“It was the headquarters of life
and action, the pulsating heart of

Merchants’' Coffee House,
Liberty Plotted the

New York, Where the Sons of
Overthrow of Toryism.

it that a copy of the act repealing
the Stamp Act was read in 1766,
and thousands of enthusiastic citi-
Zens greeted Captain Wise, of the
brig Minerva, who brought the
bDews of the repeal. “A present
was made to the crew,” states one
historian, “and the

captain was
escorted to the shore and coffee
house, with colors flying, amid

echolng huzzas.”
Coffee House a Landmark."
The budding nation recognized
the import of the London Coffee
House. To Philadelphians and to
“genteel strangers” it was a land-

mark upon which directions for
finding other places were based.
The old Evening Post identified it
self during the troublesome Years

as being “printed by Benjamin
Towne, in Front Street. near tha
London Cofféee House.” Merchants
in that section of the old town ad-
vertised themeselves as being near,
or next to, or across from the cof
fee house. Visitors found the cof
fee house first an shopped after.
wards.

What a gathering spot it was!

Franklin gave it his patronage,
Delegates to the Continental Con.
gress sipped their brew and met in
committee in its upper floors. It3

bar and tables knew Commodora
Hopkins, John Paul Jones, Lam.
bert Wickes, Nicholas Biddle and
all the rest of the gallant seamen
of the Continental navy. Hero
came Putnam, LaFayette, Gre ne,
Gates and other general officers of
the line. Colonel Proctor, of the
Pennsylvania Artillery; Colonel
Miles, of the Riflemen; Anthony

Wayne, of the Pennsylvania In-
fantry; others, who could be
named by the score, discussed

campalgns and outlined strategy
{ under the stimulant of the bever-
| age brewed for them.

Extracts From a Diary.
In 1775 six sub-committees of in-
spection and observation were or-
[ganized and one sat each day at
[the coffee house. To com

|mlttees the Committee of Safety
| delegated the maintenance of loy-
aity to the Continent. Christopher

these

Marshall, aged a n d militant
Quaker, kept a diary of those days
and, as a member of one of the

sub-committees, gives graphic de-
scriptions of the occurrences. They
used no kid glove methods on the
Tories then,
When Barry Sailed the Sea.
During the entire struggle it was
the scene of the sale of most of the

prizes brought into the port of
Philadelphia. The first capture by
a Continental ship occurred off the
Virginia Capes on April 7. 17786,
when John Barry, in the brig Lex-
ington, took the sloop Edward,
tender to the Liverpool, frigate,
He sent her into the Delaware, a
letter entrusted to the prize
master, stating “we shattered her
in terrible manner as you shall
see.,” A month later “the Edward,
her tackle and equipment.” was
sold by the marshal of the Ad-
miralty at the Coffee House. There
also were displayed fragments of
the frigate Roebuck, battered loose
by Yankee cannonball during the
plcturesque but drawn engagement
between two of the King's ships
and the Pennsylvania Navy in the
Delaware off Wilmington.

Yankee Coffee Cups.
During the year of British occu-
pation, the Tories held high festiv-
ity in the Coffee House, but with
the evacuation they fled the city.

Willlam Bradford, patriot Colonel
and printer, reopened it and once
more its rooms were scented by

' the aroma from the cups of the

statesmen and warriors of the new
republic.

Backbone of the Revolution was
the London Coffee House and stim-
ulator of patriotism was its brew.

By its sign you shall know it.

excitement, enterprise and patri-@

otism as the exigencies of the time |
might demand. All Philadelphia
ranged around the old building for
a quarter of a century, and it was
the scene of many excitements.”
'The scene of many excite-
ments!” The truth of that state-
ment cangreadily be shown. It
was in front of the London Coffee
House in 1765 that a paper from
Barbadces bearing a stamp called |
for by the obnoxious Stamp Act

Will the Green Dragons, the Mer-
chants’ Coffee Houses and the Lon-
don Coffee Houses of the present
day brew as great ideals with their
coffee? 2
We see men of affairs and lead-
ers of thought in consultation over
their coffee in the modern coffee
house, and the fragments of con-
versation overheard are of current
topics and great economic ques-
tions. Yes, the coffee houses of
today are functioning even as did

was publicly burned. It was before

the coffee houses of the Revolw
tion. *




