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EXPLAINING GRADES IN ARMY PROLONGS L!FE OF RIBBOR |

Fanciful and Pretty Tale of the Oﬂgin
of Insignia Which Denote :
Martial Rank. '

Gives Valuable Hint That Makes
for Typewriter Econemy,
Fanciful indeed is the tale woven!
about the selection and origin of 'ho‘

various marks of army insigoia.

The story begins with a two-barred | by brushing it with typewriter o
fence, near a group of trees. One of | machine cil, and allowing the oil to
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down upon the scene. | out of, and soaking ii

The first step, or first rank of a com- oil—mayhe 20 drops of oil.
missioned officer 18 climbing the first | ribbon went into a desk
bar of the fence, and is denoted by | stayed there until the ribbon was
]'he one bar on a first lii’llt\‘ll:”“.s worn out, when the oiled ribbon was
shoulder. Another step up and the  put back on the machine, and was
| officer has his foot on the second bar | g00d as new.
of the fence—the two bars surmounted |
being indicated by the two-bar mark |
of the captain. The next stage of the |
climb upward is the branches of the
trees, and the rank of major, denoted |
by the gold oak leaf on the shoulder,
has been reached.

In order to go higher the _candidate |
for higher rank must now surmount |
the tall silver poplar, and when he has |
done so he is entitled to wear the
ver leaf of the lieutenant colonel. The
eagle soaring over the treetops indi- |
cates the rank of colonel—the silver
eagle being worn by officers of that
rank. The stars are the highest of all
and were reserved as insignia for gen-
erals.—Detroit News.
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EVEN THE TINY ARE STRONG
Shetland Ponies Wlllmg and Able to
Do Good Work Under the
Right Conditions.

DISPUTE ORIGIN OF CALICHE

8cientists Disagree as to How Rock
of Which Chile Has a Monopaly,
Came About,

Chile's chief source of revenue, of |
which the country has virtually a |
world monopoly, is obtained from the
rough rock known locally as caliche.
Scientists disagree as to the origin of |
this valuable mineral, according to a ! carts around
writer in the National Gecgraphic | the day
Magazine. Some claim (and Darwin | s
among them) that it had its origin in |
seaweed of an ancient period. One |
savant argues that the deposit result-
ed from nitrogen contained in guano.
Others believe in its atmospherie |
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remote age electricity passing through | ey
the moist air, by combination, formed | yanner
nitrie aecid; this in turn, impregnating |

the flood waters of Andean streams |
and coming In contaet with the lime- |
stione of the rocks, formed nitrate of f
lime:; another step in nature’s labora-
tory brought this nitrate of lime in
contact with sulphate of soda, forming
the caliche found today.
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Iodine, precipitated from the nitrate :
mpolution, is the most important by-prod-
uct of the ecaliche rock. DBy agree-
ment among the nitrate establishments, |
its production s limited every
sixth year, that the market not |
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Flour Used in Making Watches.

Two barrels of flour are used every
week in making watches at a
known factory, which turns out from
2,000 to 3,000 watches a week., Since |
a baker uses about three pounds of
flour to five loaves of bread, it follows
that for every watch the maker
the equivalent of a third of a loaf, The |
flour, is made into dough and the |
dough is used to handle screws, rivets |
and other small parts. |

Each man in that part of the busi-
ness has a lump of dough always at
hand, and when he wants to examine a |
screw he jabs a piece of dough on it.
Then, turning it over, he has a
chance to look at it with his watch-
maker's microscopic eyeglass. Many
of the screws are too minute to pick up
easily with the fingers, and many
more, though large enough to be
picked up, would be so covered by the
fingers or the forcers as to be almost
hidden from sight.
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Taxidermy Now a Fine Art.

The rise of American taxidermy to
a level with the other fine arts thus
far is a chapter of unwritten history.
It is probable that not more than a
score of persons now living know the
real story of the Society of American |
Taxidermists and the revolution-that
it wrought. It would be utterly inade-
quate to write of the masterpieces of
American taxidermy without setting
forth at least an outline of the
tory that they represent. A few mem-
bers of the youngest generation
workers, snugly ensconced in
palaces of peace and plenty,
talked learnedly of the “new scheol”
of taxidermy without mentioning the |
men who toiled in laylng the founda-
tlons and In erecting half the wualls
“school.” 1 am told that to-
day there are taxidermists who do not
like belng called anything less than
“seulptors.”
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What's Inside the Sun?
Carbon has been subjected to fierce
heat energy and to very
ai
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Fragrance of Flow.rs.

The fragrance of flowers regulates
their temperature, says a professor of
chemistry at the University of Nevada,
at Reno. He bases his belief on recent
experiments with the essential oils of
These oils ap-
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odor-filled air, the plant reduces the
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